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GRADUATION REQUIREMENTS

Regular Education

A minimum number of units of credit are required for graduation by the Arizona State Board of Education. Listed

Graduation requirements may be met as follows:
A. By successful completion of subject area course requirements.

B. By mastery of the standards adopted by the State Board of Education and other competency
requirements for the subject as determined by the Governing Board in accord with A.A.C. R7-2-302.02 and
rules established by the Superintendent.

C. By earning credits through correspondence courses (limited to one [1] in each of the four [4] major
subject areas) and/or by passing appropriate courses at the college or university level if the courses are
determined to meet standards and criteria established by the Board and in accord with A.R.S. 15-701.01.

D. By the transfer of credits as described in Policy JFABC.

E. An out-of-state transfer student is not required to pass the-any competency test to graduate if the student
has successfully passed a statewide assessment test on state adopted standards that are
substantially equivalent to the State Board Adopted Academic Standards.

Graduation requirements as determined by the Arizona State Board of Education (R7-2-302.02) and the District
Governing Board are as follows:

English 4.0 units
Math 4.0 units*
Science 3.0 units**
Social Studies 3.0 units***
American Government and Arizona Government 0.5 unit
American History - including Arizona History 1.0 unit
World History and Geography 1.0 unit
Economics 0.5 unit
Fine Arts or Career, Technical and
Vocational Education 1.0 unit
Physical Education 1.5 units
Electives 5.5 units
Total 22.0 units

* Math courses shall consist of Algebra I, Geometry, Algebra Il, (or its equivalent) and an additional course with
significant math content as determined by the Governing Board. In lieu of one (1) credit of Algebra Il or its

equivalent course content, a student may request a personal curriculum in mathematics following R7-2-302.03.
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Pursuant to the prescribed graduation requirements adopted by the State Board of Education, the Governing Board
may approve a rigorous computer science course that would fulfill a mathematics course required for graduation
from high school. The Governing Board may only approve a rigorous computer science course if the rigorous
computer science course includes significant mathematics content and the Governing Board determines the high
school where the rigorous computer science course is offered has sufficient capacity, infrastructure and qualified
staff, including competent teachers of computer science.

** Three (3) credits of science in preparation for proficiency at the high school level on the-Arizena-tastrument-to
Meastre-Standards{AHS)-test-or-suceessor a state required test.

*** Beginning in the 2016-2017 school year, the competency requirements for social studies shall include a
requirement that, in order to graduate from high school or obtain a high school equivalency diploma, a pupil must
correctly answer at least sixty (60) of the one hundred (100) questions listed on a test that is identical to the civics
portion of the naturalization test used by the United States Citizenship And Immigration Services_(“the Civics
Test™). The Governing Board may determine the method and manner in which to administer the Civics Test. The
Dlstrlct school shall document on the student's transcrlpt that the student has passed a—test—that—rs—rdentteat—te—the
vicesthe Civics
Test A student who does not obtaln a passing score on the CIVICS Test may retake the CIVICS Test until the student
obtains a passing score.

Special Education

Listed above, under "Regular Education,” are the requirements that must be completed before a student may receive
a high school diploma. Completion of graduation requirements for special education students who do not meet the
required units of credit shall be determined on a case-by-case basis in accordance with the special education course
of study and the individualized education program of the student. Graduation requirements established by the
Governing Board may be met by a student as defined in A.R.S. 15-701.01 and A.A.C. R7-2-302.

Students who receive special education shall not be required to achieve passing scores on the Arizenatastrument-Fo
Measure-Standards-test-or-the test-that-is-identical-to-the-civics-portion-of-the-naturalization-test-under-section-15-
#0+.01Civics Test, in order to graduate from high school unless the student is learning at a level appropriate for the
student's grade level in a specmc academlc area and unless a passing score on the AH%ena—Lnstrament—Ie—Measure

ClVlcsTest is speC|f|caIIy requrred ina speC|f|c academlc area by the student's |nd|V|duaI|zed education program as
mutually agreed on by the student's parents and the student's individualized education program team or the student,
if the student is at least eighteen years of age.

Competency requirements. Any student who is placed in special education classes, grades nine (9) through twelve
(12), is eligible to receive a high school diploma without meeting state competency requirements, but reference to
special education placement may be placed on the student's transcript or permanent file.
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(Determining Competency for Graduation Credit)

Determination and verification of student accomplishment of subject-area course requirements and/or competencies
for graduation credit shall be the responsibility of a subject-area teacher and_shall, at a minimum, shal-be in accord
with the following:

e The student shall have successfully completed the subject-area course requirement incorporating the
standards and competencies adopted by the State Board of Education from the course of study as determined by
the Governing Board in accord with the District's designated grading system; or

e As an alternative to completing the course requirements, a student may request, upon a showing of
familiarity with the subject matter of the course, an examination on the competencies of the course. The student
may take an examination on a particular course one (1) time only in an academic year. The examination shall
be prepared by a teacher of the subject matter who is designated by the Superintendent. To receive graduation
credit, the student must demonstrate accomplishment of the standards and competencies adopted by the State
Board of Education and the Governing Board, respectively. Demonstration of accomplishment of the skills and
competencies shall be determined in accord with accepted practices in evaluation of students. A copy of the test
results, verified by the appointed teacher, shall be filed with the student's records.
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(Creditand-Advanced-PlacementHigh School Courses Taken During Middle School)

High School Courses Taken in District Middle Schools

A middle-schoelstudent who has attended an Amphltheater D|str|ct middle school whe-demenstrates-achievement-

#espeeuveieeder—nﬁuddie—sekaaywnl receive hlgh school credlt for algebraAlqebra Geometrv, and/or Alqebra

11 courses and and/or-advanced-high school level Spanish_l and Spanish Il courses taken during the eighth—{8th}
grade-student’s middle school enrollmentyear. -The grades earned in such courses shall be posted on the student’s
high school transcript and shall be included in grade point average calculations as if the courses were taken during

high school.

High School Courses Taken in Non-District Middle Schools

Because instructional content, standards and practices may vary in external instructional programs, and to assure
adequate preparation of students for higher level content within the District, a student who attended a non-
Amphitheater District middle school and who, during that external middle school enrollment, completed courses
equivalent in content and rigor to high school level courses in Algebra, Geometry, Algebra Il, Spanish | and Spanish
I, will receive high school credit for such courses taken during the student’s middle school enrollment, provided
the student demonstrates adequate mastery of the course content.

The student will demonstrate adequate mastery through an end-of-course assessment in the content area with a
resulting score of 80% or better. The end of course assessment shall be developed and administered by a District
teacher(s) who is (are) secondary certificated and is (are) highly qualified in the content area. The District shall not
assess a fee for the administration of the end-of-course assessment.

Students who do not demonstrate content mastery by achieving a score of 80% or better on the assessment will not
receive credit for the high school course taken in middle school course, nor will the grade in the high school course
taken in middle be included in the student’s high school grade point average calculation.

_The abeve—objective—80% score criteria may be amended—modified and high school credit may be given to
individual students approaching the ebjeetive-80% criteria if consensus is reached among appropriate faculty
members representing the District high school and the feeder-sending middle school—(Fhis-pehey—is-, consistent

with the reguirements-ofthe-North Central Association_standards.)




