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Our Vision

The five pillars of our Vision of a Learner articulate the desired attributes and 

outcomes for all learners in their journey through New Fairfield Public Schools.



Curriculum, Instruction, Wellness



Curriculum

HOW STUDENTS LEARN ● Professional Learning Sessions
● Student Voice / Focus Groups

SYSTEMS & STRUCTURES
● Curriculum Framework / Criteria / Guidebook
● Curriculum Design Cycle (5-Year Map)
● Electronic Curriculum Platform

IMPLEMENTATION
● Stage 1 / Transfer Goals - All Disciplines
● Full Curriculum Model - PreK-12 Science
● Standards Review / Research - Social Studies



   Curriculum, 2025-2026

➔ Full version of the NFPS Curriculum Design Handbook

➔ Launch of NFPS Curriculum Blueprint as a  
                      public-facing platform for curriculum 

➔ Implementation of K-12 Science Curriculum (with STEAM integration)

➔ Design of K-12 Social Studies Curriculum, 6-8 World 
Language Curriculum, 6-12 ELA / English Curriculum 
draft, K-5 Mathematics fluency probes, and K-12 
Digital Literacy Skills Progression

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ui-YX_GgPa6SHchVJJfNL6ueUY7ZfgiA/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ui-YX_GgPa6SHchVJJfNL6ueUY7ZfgiA/view


Evidence of Impact

Science classes have become more hands on and 
interactive. Labs, group work, and technology like 
simulations help make learning more interesting. 
These changes make science easier to 
understand and more engaging.

In recent years, science classes have become more engaging and 
hands-on compared to before. There’s been a bigger focus on doing 
experiments, group work, and activities instead of just listening to 

lectures or taking notes. That makes it easier to actually understand 
the concepts instead of just memorizing them.

My experiences in science class have changed 
over the years by becoming more challenging.

The biggest change is the shift to labs and 
projects with lab equipment. Having the

opportunity to engage in labs has made science 
class more interesting and I tend to look

forward to the class more!



Instruction

VISION OF THE LEARNER
● VoL Competency Continuum
● Assured Experiences w/Student Work
● Student Self-Assessment & Feedback

● Professional Learning Sessions
● Professional Resource E-Warehouse
● AI Work Group

INSTRUCTIONAL PRACTICES



   Instruction, 2025-2026

➔ Implementation of data protocols and Tier 1 action plans (K-5) to 
monitor student progress and inform differentiated instruction  

➔ Expanded instructional practices to examine and trial strategies
in support of student engagement  

➔ Professional learning experiences to build AI understanding,
skills, and effective, ethical use. 

➔ Initiated greater communication and integration of NFPS Vision of a 
Learner indicators in design of curriculum and assessment, with links to 
student engagement and instructional practices.



Evidence of Impact

Iterative 
design-thinking 
in STEAM …
Critical and Creative 
Thinkers

Communication skills and ethical use of AI 
… Talented Communicators and Engaged Global Citizens

Humanities 
inquiry research 
projects … Critical 
and Creative Thinkers

First grade map skills & 
global communities … 
Knowledgeable Scholars



Wellness

MOVEMENT

● Professional Learning Sessions
● Flexible Use of Space
● Outdoor Learning Spaces 
● School-Based Movement programs

THE WHOLE STUDENT
● Developmental Guidance Program  (Grades 9-12)

● PreK-12 Social Emotional Resource Selection
● Multi-Tiered Supports (SEL / Behav) Framework

COMMUNITY OUTREACH
● Family Education / Outreach Series
● Student Leadership Groups / Unified Programs
● District Staff Wellness Committee



   Wellness, 2025-2026

➔ Articulated a vertically-aligned PK-12 Social Emotional Skills Progression

➔ Mapped K-12 Digital Literacy skills and AI competencies and 
corresponding learning experiences to be piloted in 26-27, 
with attention to digital wellness and digital safety. 

➔ Partnered with families and community through Community Read 
of The Anxious Generation, leading to action steps in support of 
student wellness and the balanced use of 
technology (HS devices).



Evidence of Impact

NFMS Library Circulation Data

● 2025-2026 (to date): 3,479 checkouts
● 2024-2025 (full year): 1,532 checkouts 
● 2023-2024 (no librarian): 359 checkouts

NFMS Recess





Ambitious, Aspirational, and 
with Appreciation

And Beyond …


