Charter Amendment Request From

The Charter Amendment Request Form and all required documentation must be received via email
(ade.charterschools@arkansas.gov) at the Arkansas Department of Education at least 35 days prior
to the Charter Authorizing Panel meeting.

Charter Name: Academic Center for Excellence LEA: 4304703

Superintendent or Director: Dr. Tony Thurman

tony.thurman@cps.k12.ar.us 501843363

Email: Phone:

Type of Amendment(s) Requested

] AddaNew Campus (Must also submit the Facilities Utilization Agreement)
Address:
School District:

[] Relocate Existing Campus (Must also submit the Facilities Utilization Agreement)

Campus Name:

Current Address:

Proposed Address:

School District:

[m] Increase Enroliment Cap

Current Cap: 500

Proposed Cap: 1000

O Change Grade Levels Served

Current Grade Levels Served:

Proposed Grade Levels Served:

Updated 6/2020


mailto:ade.charterschools@arkansas.gov

= Waiver(s)
Statute/Standard/Rule to be Waived: Class Size and Teaching Load

ACA 6-17-812; Rules Governing Class Size and Teaching Load Section 3.01;

Standard 1-A.5

Rationale for Waiver:

We would like to offer an additional, completely virtual option for students in our district. This
would be housed & run through our Conversion Charter school. Students enrolled in our CPS
Panther Digital Academy (CPDA) would only come to campus for required assessments and
receive a majority of their instruction asynchronously. As such, we would like to have the
flexibility to raise the maximum student load for our 7-12 teachers from 30 to 60 per class and
150 to 200 daily.

Teachers will not be offered additional compensation for exceeding these student thresholds.
However, this is not a requirement that would be placed upon teachers without their agreement.
Teachers would know this was a possibility prior to applying for these positions & would have to
agree to this change prior to their working in the CPDA. Administrators will work collaboratively
with staff to best manage teacher workload & to ensure that teacher schedules are not
overwhelmed. In addition, teachers will have flexibility in scheduling their virtual class meetings
& will not be required to meet with the same class of students daily.

Statute/Standard/Rule to be Waived: DESE Rules Governing Specials Needs Funding: Sec.

4.03.3 through 4.03.2.2.1

Rationale for Waiver:

4.03.2.2 For grades seven through twelve (7-12), no more than fifteen (15) students to one (1)
teacher. If a paraprofessional is employed in addition to a licensed teacher, the student/teacher
ratio shall be no more than eighteen (18) to one (1). 4.03.2.2.1 For physical education courses
that lend themselves to large group instruction, this ratio may be increased up to thirty (30)
students to one (1) teacher when a paraprofessional is employed in addition to a licensed
teacher.

Presently, our Conversion Charter, Academic Center of Excellence (ACE), is set up as an ALE
program and serves students in that model. However, we are requesting that an additional
pathway for students enrolling in the Cabot Panther Digital Academy be created that is not the
traditional ALE setting. Students in the CPDA are not placed there but choose to enroll in a
virtual learning option. Therefore, the normal support mechanisms needed for at-risk students in
an ALE setting would not be required.
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