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Provided by Duluth Parents for Healthv Plavgrounds

April 7, 2016
Dear Valued Members of our Community,

In August 2015, the Minnehaha PTA created a plan to update the cemmunity playground located at the
Minnehaha Elementary Schoo!. The plan includes removing outdated equipment that does not meet the
Americans with Disabilities Act {ADA) reguirements and could pose a safety hazard to our children. The plan aiso
includes updating the rubber chip surface because it is not inclusive for all children, updating eguipment, and
providing a green space. The object of the plan is to create & safe and exciting play space for children, as well as
to make the playground more accessible to all children regardless of their needs and ahilities,

The Minnehaha playground is located in Two Harbors along Eighth Street between Fourth and Fifth

Avenues. Not only is the playground the sole source of outdoor play for Minnehaha students, but it aiso serves
tommunity members year round.

During the planning process, the committee identified the first priority for the playground project would
be to remove all structures that do not meet ADA requirements. This equipment is unsafe for children to play
on. The next priority, that is crucial fo the success of our students, is to make the playground accessible for our
special needs children. The current rubber chip surfacing makes it difficuit for children using wheelchairs,
watkers, or crutches to access the play areas. We wouid solve this problem by installing a pour and play surface
material. This material would afiow for an even surface that al! chitdren would be able to navigate to access
their peers and playground equipment.

The new playground plan is designed for children 3 to 12 years old. it is intended to provide a great

variety of creative play Opportunities that will intrigue all children white helping to develop both physical and
social skills.

The playground's projected instalf date is July 2016, We are using a volunteer based install as 3 way to
cut back costs. The volunteer install involves community members assembling and instaliing the entire
playground.

We are collecting items for our Spring Carnival to be used in raffle baskets and at our silent
auction. Our Spring Carnival wifl be held on Saturday, April 23" from 4:00-7:00.

Any donations, large or small, would be greatly appreciated and will show that the community supports
the new playground project. Thank you for your consideration. If you have any questions, please contact lenny
Falk at (218) 391-6286 or Halk@isd381.k12.mn. us. Bonations can be mailed to-

Minnehaha PTA Playground Project
421 7" Street
Two Harbors, MIN 55616
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Healthy people,
a clean environment
and a thriving economy

Moratorium on Use of RE€YCEE€E
Tires in Playgrounds & Athiletic Fields
(SF 3108, HF 3496)

HMeaithy Legacy supports a policy to prevent potential adverse
heaith effects to children and athletes from exposure to
shredded waste tire muich in playgrounds and athletic fields.
SF 3108 / HF 3496 will:

Safer Playground and
Synthetic Turf Materials

Plavground Alternative

Engineered wood fiber (EWF) i1s 2
safer and less expensive alternative
to shredded tire muich for use on
piaygrounds, with comparable fall
protection. EWF 15 made from 100%
virgin wood fiber and is not chemically
treated in any way.

« Establish a moratorium on the use of public funds for new
playgrounds and athletic fields using shredded tire muich or
crumb rubber infill until July 2019,

¢ Requires the Minnesota Department of Health to review
and evaluate a report to be issued by the California Office of
Environmental Health Hazard Assessmentt and report back to
the Minnesota legisiature on potential health risks to children
and athietes of continued use of waste tires for playgrounds
and athletic fieids.

Synthetic Turf Infill Alternative

Organic infil made from a coconut

fiber, cork and rice husk blend is a safer
alternative to crumb rubber that is 100%
recyclabie, odor free, non-toxic and mold

¢ Require signage to caution users of existing piaygrounds resistant.

and athietic fields of potential exposure and ways to reduce h -
exposure to toxins in waste tire material.

Recycling of Waste Tires

Nearly 300 million car and truck tires are discarded

every year, about one for every person. To address the
probiem of tire stockpiies emitiing hazardous compounds
into the environment, since 1995 the U.5. EPA has been
encouraging the recycling of waste tires into playground
mulch and synthetic turf athietic fieid infiil. Although waste
tires meet the Resource Consarvation and Recovery AcL's
criterig for hazardous waste, they have received a special
exemption for these uses.

Waste tires are ground up into pieces for use as playground
muich and processed intc smalier pieces known as "crumb
rubber” for use as synthetic turf infill. Use of recycled waste
tires has grown over the last two decades. Thousands of
playgrounds across the U.S. use shredded tire mulch as

This bill is an important step in
addressing potentially harmful

exposures of children and
athiefes to known foxic chemicals
while they are at play.

.....................................................

cushioning under outdoor play equipment. This inciudes
nearty all Minneapotis public schoo! playgrounds. Ninety-
eight percant of the over 11,000 synthetic turf fields in the
U.S. use crumb rubber infill.?
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Toxic Chemicals Detected
in Recycled Waste Tire
aterials

According to a chemical analysis conducted by Yale
University,® 96 chemicals were found in samples of
shredded rubber fire piayground mulch. For half of
these chemicals, there is no government testing

- 50 whether they are safe for human health is
unknown.

¢« Chemicals detected in shredded tire materiat
include carcinogens, neurotoxins, respiratory/
eye/skin irritants and reproductive and
developmental toxins.

¢ Chemicals detected include the brain toxins
styrene, lead and cadmium, as well as
carcinogens, arsenic, pyrene, carbon black,
polycyclic hydrocarbons (PAHS), and butadiene.

¢ Anocther study confirms the presence of
hazardous chemicals in tire mulch, including
PAMs that are reieased through volatilization
and can be inhaled. The authors caution,
“Uses of recycled rubber tires, especially those
targeting play areas and other faciiities for
children, should be a matter of regufatory
concermn.™

« Athietes playing on synthetic turf are exposed to
chronic toxicity from PAHs, known carcinogens.s
When the material gets hot, off-gassing of
volatile organic compounds (VOCs) into the air
increases.

e There is concern that soccer goalies with chronic
exposure to crumb rubber on synthetic turf
fields may be at higher risk for lymphoma and
leukemia cancers.®

Contact us for more information:

e Jenna Grove e
igrove@cleanwater.org
612-627-1539

e Kathleen Schuler e
Kathieen@conservationminnesoia.org
612-767-1570

"Children go to playgrounds almost daily,
and gifted athletes are on the soccer field
almost every day. That sort of cumulative
exposure results in a buildup in their body
of these toxic chemicals, and can result in
a buildup of ceflular damage that’s caused
by these chemicals, that can then resulft in
disease years or decades late. Little children
should not be put in a situation where
they're forced to be in intimate contact with
carcinogenic chemicals.”

Dr. Philip Landrigan

Dean of Global Health at Mount Sinai Medical
Center and leading expert on the effects of
chemicals on children,

Citations

‘Office of Environmental Health Hazard Assessment (OEHHA) California
Environmaental Protection Agency hitp://oehha.ca,gov/risi/SyntheticTurf-
Studies.html

*Synthetic Turf Council, http://www syntheticturfeouncil.org/
*Environment & Human Health, Inc., 2007 hitp://www ehhi org/turf/met-
al_analysis2018.shtml

‘Uompart M, Sanchez-Prado L, Lamas IP, Garcia-lares ¢ et al. Hazardous
organic chemicals in rubber recycled tire playgrounds and pavers. Chemo-
sphere 2012;90:423-31.

*Marsili L, Coppola D, Bianchi N, Maltese $ et al. release of polycyclic
aromatic hydrocarbons and heavy metals from rubber crumb in synthetic
turf fields: preliminary hazard assessment for athletes. Environmaental &
Analytical Toxicology 2014;5(2):265.

ENBC News Investigation http://www.nbcnews. com/news/investigations/
how-safe-artificial-turf-your-child-plays-n220166

"NBC News, used with parmission of Dr. Landrigan http://www.nbcnews.
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