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Purpose of MCA Assessments

● Snapshot of student learning of MN Academic Standards

● Show how well students learned specific concepts

● Scores alone do not represent the full picture of learning

● Offer one data point among multiple measures
○ Student projects, assignments, classroom assessments
○ District Assessments (NWEA, DIBELS, CAPTI)

● Individual results shared with families

● Educators use results to guide instruction

● Should be used with other evidence of student learning for 
data-based decisions
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Elementary Student Demographics



Middle School Student Demographics
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High School Student Demographics



District and State Level 
MCA-III Reading Data



District and State Proficiency in Reading
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District and State Proficiency in Reading

2024 Student Achievement Level 2025 Student Achievement Level



EL District and State Proficiency in Reading
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SPED District and State Proficiency in Reading
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FRP District and State Proficiency in Reading
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District and State Level  
MCA-III Math Data



District and State Proficiency in Math

2024 Summary Proficiency 2025 Summary Proficiency



District and State Proficiency in Math

2024 Student Achievement Level 2025 Student Achievement Level



EL District and State Proficiency in Math
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SPED District and State Proficiency in Math
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FRP District and State Proficiency in Math
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Grade Level 
MCA-III Reading and 
Math Data



Third Grade Reading and Math



Fourth Grade Reading and Math



Fifth Grade Reading and Math



Sixth Grade Reading and Math



Seventh Grade Reading and Math



Eighth Grade Reading and Math



Tenth Grade Reading



Eleventh Grade Math



MCA-IV Science Data



Science MCA-IV

● MN Academic Standards in Science revised in 2019
● Full implementation of Science standards in 2024-2025 school year
● New series of assessments (MCA-IV) aligned with 2019 standards
● Assessments are substantially different

○ Results cannot be compared with MCA-III assessments
● New Performance Levels

○ Beginning
○ Intermediate
○ Meets
○ Advanced



District and State Proficiency in Science
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EL District and State Proficiency in Science
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SPED District and State Proficiency in Science
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FRP District and State Proficiency in Science
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Fifth Grade Science

Summary Proficiency Student Achievement Level



Eighth Grade Science
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High School Science (Biology - Gr. 11)

Summary Proficiency Student Achievement Level



District Assessments



  DIBELS Assessment
● DIBELS is short for “Dynamic Indicators of Basic Early Literacy Skills”
● Measures early reading skills (Grades K - 3)

○ Phonemic awareness, phonics, fluency, vocabulary, & comprehension
● Given individually to track student progress throughout the year
● Helps identify students at risk for reading difficulties and guides early intervention
● Provides teachers with data to inform instruction and monitor reading growth

  CAPTI Assessment
● CAPTI is short for “Comprehensive Assessment of Proficiency Toward Instruction”
● READ Act requirement for grades 4 - 12
● Evaluation of Literacy Skills 

○ Foundational reading, comprehension, vocabulary
● Provides teachers with data to inform instruction and monitor reading growth



  NWEA MAP Assessment
● MAP stands for “Measures of Academic Progress”
● Computer-Adaptive assessments for grades K - 11

○ Reading and Math
● Measures academic growth over time and across school years
● Alignment with the MN standards
● Formative assessment

○ Helps teachers monitor student learning during the learning process
○ Helps teachers differentiate instruction and plan interventions



Questions?


