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2017-2018 Student/Parent Handbook
Update Summary

1. Human Sexuality Instruction

As a part of the district’s curriculum, students receive instruction related to human sexuality. The
School Health Advisory Council (SHAC) is involved with the selection of course materials for such
instruction. (See pages 16-17)

2. Students Who Have Learning Difficulties or Who Need Special Education
Services

If a student is experiencing learning difficulties, his or her parent may contact the person listed
below to learn about the district's overall general education referral or screening system for
support services. This system links students to a variety of support options, including making a
referral for a special education evaluation. For those students who are having difficulty in the
regular classroom, schools must consider tutorial, compensatory, and other academic or behavior
support services that are available to all students, including a process based on Response to
Intervention (Rtl). The implementation of Rtl has the potential to have a positive impact on the
ability of districts to meet the needs of all struggling students. (See pages 25-26)

3. Students with Disabilities

If a student with a disability is experiencing attendance issues, the student's ARD committee or
Section 504 committee will be notified, and the committee will determine whether the attendance
issues warrant an evaluation, a re-evaluation, and/or modifications to the student’s individualized
education program or Section 504 plan, as appropriate. (See page 30)

4. College and University Admissions (Secondary Grade Levels Only)

Completes the distinguished level of achievement under the foundation graduation program (a
student must graduate with at least one endorsement and must have taken Algebra Il as one of
the four required math courses); (See page 39)

5. Emergency

The district will rely on contact information on file at the campus to communicate with parents in
an emergency situation, which may include real-time or automated messages. The district uses
SchoolMessenger notification system. An emergency plan may include early dismissal or
delayed opening because of severe weather or another emergency, or if the campus must restrict
access due to a security threat. It is crucial to notify your child’'s school when a phone number
previously provided to the campus has changed. (See page 40)

6. Credits required

Mathematics. In order to obtain the distinguished level of achievement under the foundation
graduation program, which will be included on a student’s transcript and is a requirement to be
considered for automatic admission purposes to a four-year Texas college or university, a student
must complete an endorsement and take Algebra Il as one of the 4 mathematics credits.



Physical education. A student who is unable to participate in physical activity due to a disability
or iliness may be able to substitute a course in English language arts, mathematics, science,
social studies, or another locally determined credit-bearing course for the required credit of
physical education. This determination will be made by the student's ARD committee, Section
504 committee, or other campus committee, as applicable.

Language other than English. Students are required to earn 2 credits in the same language
other than English to graduate. Any student may substitute computer programming languages for
these credits. In limited circumstances, a student may be able to substitute this requirement with
other courses, as determined by a district committee authorized by law to make these decisions
for the student.

(See page 58)
7. Bacterial Meningitis
Where can you get more information?

Note: DSHS requires at least one meningococcal vaccination on or after the student’s 11th
birthday, unless the student received the vaccine at age 10. (See page 63)



