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BNAS DEPARTMENT
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BNAS STAFF Location:Napi 338-2835 ext. 4187

" Director- Robert Hall
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“Elk Shirt”
Robert Hall
roberth@bps.k12.mt.us

Instructional Coach - Lea Whitford
maisttwaakii

“Crow Woman”

leaw@bps.k12.mt.us

Newsletter/Website Shaylea Tatsey

aa”so’'wodotaanakii

.| “Good Shield Woman”
shayleat@bps.k12.mt.us

&
Teacher Appreciation 5/7
IEFA Best Practices Conference 5/15 & 16
BHS Gradvation 5/23
Memorial Day - No School! 5/31
Last Day of School 6/2 (kids)
Teacher Checkout 6/%

BLACKFOOT WORDS AND PHRASES:

dasobtaa - it is raining
saissksiimo koo - grass is growing
dapississkittsii - flower
iiyikdakimaat” - Try Hard
stimaepaaso’p’ - as time passes
iistdamiitd to"+p” - It is happy where
we have arrived

ittssesiinuttsii kiittsiipii mookoo - It is
foggy and the grass is wet

kaak tsoowaiksisstsiikoo - the
weather of the day changed
0'm"ko waaksissto yii - The hot
gets severe (Global Warming)
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Resources
IEFA The BNAS Lesson Plans: May
. Click on the BLUE words to go to the hyperlink to the
Upcoming Events BNAS Committee Lesson Plan Drive. In the summer of
INDIAN EDUCATION FOR ALL 2020 a group of BPS teachers worked to create lesson
plans to support the BNAS curriculum and provide
CONFERENCE (ONI'INE) resources for ALL BPS teachers. The links to the lessons
Regl ster are below, each month there are four categories to choose

from. Teachers, if you decide to use the resources they are
in a format so you can adjust them for your classes.

Virtual Field Trip Resources Please don’t make changes to the original documents,
Google Earth make a COPY and change the file name. We would like
https://www.google.com/intl/en_us/ to encourage teachers to use these lesson plans for
earth/education/explore-earth/ use in your classes as a way to support the Culture
National Museum of the Matters pillar in the BPS strategic plan.

American Indian
https://americanindian.si.edu/nk36

0/student-programs/virtual-field-trip Culture: Winter Count

§ (] ° [ ]

Nature Conservancy DeS|gn. NatLGames

https://www.nature.org/en-us/about History: NA|D[|-|B

-us/who-we-are/how-we-work/yout . .

h-engagement/nature-lab/virtual-fie Language:Blackfoot Animal Lang.

|d-trips/

College Search You Visit

https://www.youvisit.com/collegese

arch

B PS B N AS Blackfeet Native American Studies Browning Public
Schools YouTube Site:

WEBSITE. ... https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCzPmwZzDBG5gDWSrZ-t
yzdQ/featured

https://www.bps.k12.mt.u
s/programs departments/
blackfeet native america
n_studies



http://opi.mt.gov/Educators/Teaching-Learning/Indian-Education-for-All/Upcoming-Events-PD-Opportunities
http://opi.mt.gov/Educators/Teaching-Learning/Indian-Education-for-All/Upcoming-Events-PD-Opportunities
https://www.google.com/intl/en_us/earth/education/explore-earth/
https://www.google.com/intl/en_us/earth/education/explore-earth/
https://americanindian.si.edu/nk360/student-programs/virtual-field-trips
https://americanindian.si.edu/nk360/student-programs/virtual-field-trips
https://americanindian.si.edu/nk360/student-programs/virtual-field-trips
https://www.nature.org/en-us/about-us/who-we-are/how-we-work/youth-engagement/nature-lab/virtual-field-trips/
https://www.nature.org/en-us/about-us/who-we-are/how-we-work/youth-engagement/nature-lab/virtual-field-trips/
https://www.nature.org/en-us/about-us/who-we-are/how-we-work/youth-engagement/nature-lab/virtual-field-trips/
https://www.nature.org/en-us/about-us/who-we-are/how-we-work/youth-engagement/nature-lab/virtual-field-trips/
https://www.youvisit.com/collegesearch
https://www.youvisit.com/collegesearch
https://www.bps.k12.mt.us/programs_departments/blackfeet__native_american_studies
https://www.bps.k12.mt.us/programs_departments/blackfeet__native_american_studies
https://www.bps.k12.mt.us/programs_departments/blackfeet__native_american_studies
https://www.bps.k12.mt.us/programs_departments/blackfeet__native_american_studies
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1qIG4OlxNly5znLOYphfflx2128jeDTOIu_j8KHuRfnM/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1kZpha7oEhvDuiWOJwA09k4kDssTc5v6G6FjLTzepegc/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/16P4C-nS-nvRRHDCSxnsj4dxwJ1k5de-VWa1xsrN8Bm4/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1MjeHmLEr8nK7QB-bNvzDXWL1VkQQI_H5Boc3w2YgbUs/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCzPmwZzDBG5gDWSrZ-tyzdQ/featured
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCzPmwZzDBG5gDWSrZ-tyzdQ/featured
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TEACHER SPOTLIGHT

Leo Bird
Ksibsibamiokkilope
White Swan Rider

OkKii hisstoo anako’k Ksiksikamto'kito'pi. | have been a teacher at
Browning High School for 22 years. My wike, Emmie and | have 8
children and 13 grandchidren. | enjoy teaching students how to think and
survive in this World of ours. Our way of life and knowing the

Nii++sii++upii, the real people is iiksookaapii. Kittaokitomattsin aapinako‘s.

Subject(s), Grade & School you teach at:
Black foot Iahguaﬁe 9-12
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What is your Favorite part of working for BPS? The students are

what it is all adbout. | lough 50 times or more a day and am amazed at

the holistic thought process ofF many of our students.

What topic is your Lavorite to teach about in the BNAS curriculum?
Our stories are my Favorite. Each time | tell or hear a 9+ory | learn

more about our Pikunii way ofF Knowina.

Who has inspir‘ed you the most as a teacher? Students and my peers

have inspired me the most.

What have you learned the most frrom virtuad/remote learning?

Because we are kinesthetic hands on learners this has been hard. |
have had to be Flexible and versatie in my approach

Provide tips or advice that may help Fellow teachers: turn on the

microphones ond comeras and laugh. Tell lots ofF stories. Show

enthusiasm.

Culture Matters: Use our Pikuni hames/glyphs to tell a story of how
you got your name. | used the blue Adolph Hungry Wolk biography book,
The Winter Counts by Paul Raczka, The sun Came Down by Percy
BulChid, and pictograph worksheets. Language, sign language, and
symbols were used to communicate the story of each student, ending

with a hide clr'awir\g and Frome.

ANMSHIATI
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aaa's0 woolaanaakis
Good Shicld Woman

Okii, Shaylea Ta+sey. This is my 5 th year +eachin@ aoinﬁ into my oth
year. I've taught at Havre For two years; teaching 5th gr‘ade and being
an [EFA Cooch for the district - | absolutely loved it Coming home, |
londed a Ist ar‘acle job, and then entered the BNAS position for the last
two years. My Pami\y consists of two boys; Thunder & Buck, and my
boykfriend, Michoel My Family is huge and | proudly come From the
Toatsey and Davis Family. | call Badger Creek home. When I'm not
teaching, | om with my ?amily, or with my horses and dogs or I'm at my
craft table with my sewing, and beading

Subjects), arade & School you teach at:

Blackfeet Native American Studies Ist grade ond the BNAS Monthly

Newsletter
What is your favorite part of working for BPS? Being able to work
with all my Paer teachers and +eachinﬁ all my little relatives.

What topic is your Lavorite to teach dbout in the BNAS curricuum?
Al of i 1 love Inaving the oPPoH-uni’ry to teach our culture, lanﬁuaae,

and history.
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Who has inspir'ecl you the most as a teacher? My Pamily. My gmnclma

June was in education and has paved the way For all of us. My
grandmother Cyn was fully involved in our Pikuni ways, and hos inspired
me with all her knowledge. My grandparents Lorrie & Rusty are both
teachers and have supported me through dll my teachings. My Aunty
Darcy Skunkcap; | want to be like her in many ways.

What have you learned the most frrom virtuad/remote learning?
| have learned not everyone con sit stil all clay and learn from a

screen, but there are fun ways to add to our learning and were all
able to be safe and still be able to have contact with ohe another. |
really enjoyed making my google classroom, and learned how +o make

educational videos For my students.

Provide tips or advice that may help Lellow teachers: get to know
[ 4
our students, build relationships with them, and get +o know their
Y P 9
Families so you can include them in, and build a great plan for teachin
Y 9 P 9

to their needs.

Culture Matters: Animal Names & Sounds. | teach the names of the
animals. Then to memorize the names, | play this game, "What animal
makes this noise?', ‘Tsa anisto kimmo poonakamiita?* and the students
have to respond with the animal sound

B
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okil | am in my 4th year +eaching in an Immersion Classroom with Mr.
Westwolk as my Culture/Languoge partner. | enjoy learning the
language and every year | get a bit better.

| om From Rockx/ Boy and am a member of the Chippewa/Cree Tribe.
My husband is a member of the Blackfeet Tribe and our chidren are
enrolled members also. We have made Browning our home and we
enjoy our time here. | have been a teacher here since 1997, so this is
my 24th year of teaching I've tought 4th grode, 2nd grode, 3rd grode
and all the other lower grodes during summer school over the years
I've been teaching

Subuiec-l'(s), Grade & School you teach at: 3rd Grade Immersion Class at

Br‘ownina ElemenJrary School
What is your favorite part of working for BPS? My favorite part of
working For BPS is working with the chidren. We have some of the

brightest and most reepecﬂlul children | have ever met.
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What topic is your Favorite in the BNAS curricuum? My Favorite topic

to use the Ianauage in is math. The numbers are easy to translate. |

enjoy learning new words in language too.

Who has il’\spir‘ed you the most? The people who have helped ond
inspirecl me the most are Mr. Westwolf & Mr. Hall. They are very
encouraging ond always Find the words | need when | need help!

What have you learned the most from virtuad/remote learning? | have

learned that | need to learn so much morel There's aways something
hew or better to use to teach the chidren.

Provide tips or advice that may help Fellow teachers: Never give up!

There's always someone that is willina to help.

Culture Matters: One project that | enjoy workina on with my students

is to make a Rain Stick. This is the season for us to get rain aond the
chidren alasolu‘rely love the Fact that the southern tribes use the Rain
sticks to bring rain to their arid region. The students have to
research the rain stick, write up a one page paper on what trive it
came from how it is used, how it is decorated and what they put inside
it to make it sound like rain. Then the chidren make their own Rain
stick. using mailing tubes, rice, dried split peas, or anything else they can
think. of to use. They also learn how to cite their sources at this time

also.
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| was hired in the BNAS department as the Assessment Specidlist. | am
workina on an assessment For the BNAS depar+men+ to assess the
learning development in the language and other aress. | have taught
some of the Blackfeet Studies classes at BCC. The classes that | have
+augh+ over the years were beading and sewing, Blackfeet Women,

Blackfeet Cultural C—[eoaraphy and moccasin making.

What is your favorite part of working for BPS?
V\/orking with the staff and learning more about the language and how

to assess the student's advancement.

What topic is your Lavorite in the BNAS curriculum?
Hic:~+or'y, Culure and Lanauaae. You really cannhot c;epar'a+e these

because +hey all g0 +oae+|ner and make us who we are.

Who has impir‘ed you the most?

My Mom inc;Pir'ed me the most. She always told me it was never too
late to learn and that education is something that can never be taken

away once it is learned.

What have you learned the most from virtuad/remote learning?
| have not tought remotely, but From |ookin9 ot some of the lessons it
is possible to teach ond reach students.

Provide tips or advice that may help Lellow teachers: Keep up the

3rea+ work
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I am From Browning and have worked in the school district For several years. |
am currently working on my teaching degree in the 2 plus 2 program here at the
Blackfeet Community College. | was asked to teach Gth grade Immersion at the
BMs.

SubjecH(s), Grade & School you teach at ELA Math Science, and Social Studies.
What is your Favorite part of working For BPS? Working with the stabf and
learning more about the language and history. My Favorite part of working with
the School Dist. is then kids and just how eager they want to learn. staff is so
kind and great to work with and share their own personal knowledge.

What topic is your FLavorite in the BNAS curticulum?

History, Culture and Language. All topics are so much fun to learn with the
students. The excitement expressed from different knowledge they receive
Who has inspired you the most?

My daughters, my parents, my sisters. No matter the age one is, learning never
stops. And to see what each student learns on a daily basis is going home with
something new as for we adll learn and share our own point of view and angle
From one base knowledge we were taught through either college or home parents
grandparents aunts uncles and elders. | am excited to be part of keeping our
cutture a huge part of the past, present, and future.

What have you learned the most from virtual/remote learning?

H was a challenge at First, and being honest with the students From the start
was scary and we learned together.

Provide tips or advice that may help Fellow teachers: Never be afraid to ask

estions, even as a teacher.
qu
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