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PRINCIPAL’S MESSAGE  

By Casey Alderson, Principal 

Spring is in the air!  

Things are heating up at Illinois Valley High 
School as we enter the second half of the 
school year! Staff and students have been 
working hard this year and will continue as 
we gear up for the third trimester and our 
march towards graduation! 

As we approach the end of the second           
trimester, please be aware of the schedule 
change that has occurred to recover the lost 
class time due to freezing and snow                  
conditions in December. It is important for 
students to be in school and get the most 
out of their education. The time that was 
added back in and the change to the             
schedule is reflected in the new                    
Three Rivers Calendar that is attached in 
this newsletter. Adjustments were made to 
the end of the second trimester as well as 
the end of the school year.  

Lastly, we are in the midst of the cold and 
flu season. If your student is home ill, 
please contact the attendance office the day 
of his or her absence so that the school and 
teachers are notified. We want to be able 
to continue support with your student 
while they are out with homework and 
study material so no loss of learning occurs. 
Just as a reminder, once a student reaches 
10 consecutive unexcused absences, the 
student will be dropped and will need to be 
reenrol led a fter  meeting with                     
administration and being placed on an          
attendance contract. We have some           
students that bounce around this threshold 
and I am asking for your help to continue 
to push your student to attend school and 
be accountable for their school attendance. 
It should also be noted that if your student 
is between 7 and 18 years old, and has           

excessive unexcused absences that can be 
determined by ORS 339.925 you as the 
parent can be fined up to $150.00. After 
the third offense for students in age 7-14, 
the parent may be fined up to $720.00 
under ORS 163.577. Please check your 
students handbook for an in depth look at 
our attendance policy. Our main goal is to 
see student walk across the stage in four 
years and in most cases, poor attendance 
negatively affects the students ability to 
learn and meet the graduation require-
ments.  

Have a great Spring! 

Thank you,  

 

 

 

Casey Alderson 

Principal 
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To the Parents 

of the  

Graduating  

Class of 2014 

 

The Safe & Sober Grad 

Night Committee have 

started making plans for 

this year’s graduating class. 

 

S & S Grad Night                

Committee are meeting on 

Wednesdays,  

5:30-6:30 PM, at IVHS.  

 

If you would like more           

information, or would like 

to be a part of the planning 

process for this event, 

please complete the letter/

form on page 10 of this                 

newsletter. Return it to the 

school’s office at your           

earliest convenience. 

 

 After receiving an automated call concerning your 
student’s            absences from our phone                 
messaging system, Synervoice, please call the 
school the next morning to clear your student’s 
absences. The  number is 541-592-2116; ask for 
the  attendance   office.  It is very important for 
you and your student to have these  absences 
cleared.  Students end up doing lunch detentions 
for un-cleared absences.   

We will also use Synervoice to send out important 
messages about school closures and school 
events.  When you get a call from the school us-
ing Synervoice, it is important that you say “Hello” 
as this  triggers the  message.  If you have 
voicemail, it will leave a message.  If you have 
email registered with the school, we will often 
send emails as well.   

CCOMMUNICATIONSOMMUNICATIONS :  :    

SSYNREVOICEYNREVOICE——AAUTOMATEDUTOMATED   VVOICEOICE   MMESSAGINGESSAGING   

 SPORTS PHYSICAL INFORMATION :  

 

all sports  physicals will cost 
$25.  This price is good all the time, 
and available at all Siskiyou            
Community Health Center sites.  
This includes the School-Based 
Health Centers, the clinics in Cave 
Junction and Grants Pass, and       
Siskiyou’s   Walk-In Clinic in Grants 
Pass.   
 
Physicals need to be  completed or 
updated in order to be eligible for 
Sports.  Call or stop by the health 
center to schedule an appointment!  

 

SPRING SPORTS  

PRACTICE BEGINS  

MONDAY, MARCH 3RD !  

 

 

 

 

 
 

IVHS SIVHS S TUDENTTUDENT --BBASEDASED     

HHEALTHEALTH   CC ENTERENTER   NNEWSEWS   

 We will use Synervoice to send out 
important messages about school 
closures and school events.  When 
you get a call from the school using 
Synervoice, it is  important that you 
say “Hello” as this triggers the  
message.  If you have voicemail, it will leave a             
message.  If you have email registered with the 
school, we will often send emails as well.  

At this time, our Attendance Clerk, Mary Paul,           
personally follows up on absences on a daily          
basis,  If your student missed all or part of school, 
please call the school the next morning to clear your 
s tuden t ’s  abs enc es .  T he  number  i s                         
541-592-2116; ask for the  attendance   office.  You 
may also send Ms. Paul an email to verify or             
e x c u s e  a n  a b s e n c e  o r  t a r d y  a t 
mary.paul@threerivers.k12.or.us. It is very                  
important for you and your student to have these   
absences cleared.  Students end up doing lunch   
detentions for un-cleared absences.   

CCOMMUNICATIONSOMMUNICATIONS :  :    

SSYNREVOICEYNREVOICE——AAUTOMATEDUTOMATED   VVOICEOICE   MMESSAGINGESSAGING   

& A& ATTENDANCETTENDANCE   NOTIFICATIONSNOTIFICATIONS   Please note:  These dates reflect changes as per the  

Board-approved revised calendar letter 

3/4    LBMS Concert—7:00 PM 

3/5    IVHS Classic Concert—7:00 PM 

3/7    SWOCC Field Trip 

3/9    Daylight Savings Time Begins “Spring Forward” 

3/13   End of 2nd Trimester 

3/14   Clerical Day—NO CLASSES 

    Family Math Night @ Evergreen Elementary 

3/17   MS/HS Staff Development Day—NO CLASSES  

    St. Patrick’s Day 

3/18   TRSD Board Mtg—6:00 PM 

3/19   TREK Field Trip to Lava Lanes 

3/24—3/28 Spring Break—NO CLASSES 

3/31   CLASSES RESUME 

IMPORTANT DATESIMPORTANT DATES   

COUGAR TREK— March 19th 

During each Trimester,  students 
work towards a  Cougar Trek field 
trip, which celebrates their          
dedication and hard work towards 
attaining perfect attendance.  Our 
first field trip of the school year will 
be to Lava Lanes in Medford. 

To be eligible, students needed 

to have at least;  

  92% attendance,  

  NO more than 5 tardies, and 

  NO referrals dur ing 

 the 3rd trimester.   

  



Cougar Athletics 

ILLINOIS VALLEY HIGH SCHOOL 

March 2014 

SSPORTSPORTS   RREPORTEPORT   FROMFROM   THETHE   CCOUGAROUGAR   DDENEN   
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Heather Merrill, Athletic Secretary 

SSOUTHERNOUTHERN   CCASCADEASCADE   LLEAGUEEAGUE   

Erik Lathen, Athletic Director 

For up to date sports information please go to http://www.southerncascadeleague.org  

FFOLLOWOLLOW   USUS   ONON   FFACEBOOKACEBOOK ,  I, IVHSVHS   CCOUGARSOUGARS   

Please note:  Events, Dates and/or times subject to change or cancellation.  Please check the Sports website  listed above for up-to-date schedules. 
Contact our Athletic Department if you need more information. 
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      Boys Baseball 

 

3/18 Varsity vs Del Norte—4:30 PM 

3/22 Varsity vs Prospect—12:00 / 2:30 PM 

3/25 Varsity @ Del Norte—4:00 PM 

3/29 Varsity vs Lost River—12:00 / 2:30 PM      
 

 
 
Boys Golf 
 

3/20 Varsity vs Cascade Christian 

    @ Centennial Golf Course 

 

 

 

                                   Girls Golf 
 

3/20 Varsity vs Cascade Christian 

  @ Centennial Golf Course 

 

  Girls Softball 
 

3/18 Varsity vs Del Norte—4:30 PM 

3/22 Varsity vs Prospect—12:00 / 2:30 PM 

3/25 Varsity @ Del Norte—4:00 PM 

3/29 Varsity vs Lost River—12:00 / 2:30 PM      
 
         
     Track 
 

3/17 Varsity @ St. Mary’s—3:30 PM 

 

 

   Equestrian 
 

3/1  At Jackson County Fairgrounds 

3/2  At Jackson County Fairgrounds 

  (Time to be Announced) 

 

 

 

 

Spring Sports Practice begins March 3rd.  All prospective athletes MUST have a                         
completed athletic packet (including current physical) on file with the Athletic Department. 

SPRING SPORTS 

http://www.southerncascadeleague.org/


Lynn Schiermeyer has 

done a tremendous job in our  

Special Education department 

this year, as well as being an 

active part in our  school‐wide 

initiatives. Lynn’s calm   

demeanor creates a culture of learning in the 

Illinois Valley Special  Education program and 

works hard to see that every child succeeds. 

She has worked hard to build the bridge of 

vertical alignment between the elementary,               

middle school, and high school programs.  

Lynn has also been active in the school               

committees around technology, school            

improvement, and our scheduling                 

committee as we look towards the future. 

Sara Creek has 
been a  fantastic addi‐
tion to the IVHS staff 
this year. She works as  
our advocate, runs 
study hall sessions, and makes 
numerous phone calls to parents  
regarding their students’ success.  

Sara has made a tremendous 
difference in the lives of some of 
our most challenged youth. Her 
rapport with kids and the          
ability to get them to aspire to 
do more has made a big impact 
at IVHS. 

 

They’re Grrrreat!! 

                 January/February 2014 Staff Recognition 
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State of Jefferson Scavenger HuntState of Jefferson Scavenger Hunt——IVHS Team IVHS Team   

Congratulations to the State of Jefferson Scavenger Hunt team!  Congratulations to the State of Jefferson Scavenger Hunt team!    

We placed 6th and the judges were impressed with our first showing.We placed 6th and the judges were impressed with our first showing.      

We are looking forward to next year.We are looking forward to next year.  

Pictured LPictured L--RR:  Nicole Strader, Kamryn Strader, Danielle Cain, Solomon Newnham, :  Nicole Strader, Kamryn Strader, Danielle Cain, Solomon Newnham,   

CedarCedar--River FreemanRiver Freeman--Lucio, Jade Kildare, Tristan Fiske, Dusty Kilcrease, Ms. Stehelin, Lucio, Jade Kildare, Tristan Fiske, Dusty Kilcrease, Ms. Stehelin,   

Brian Bemis, Terry Trull, Ms. Butler, Heather BemisBrian Bemis, Terry Trull, Ms. Butler, Heather Bemis  

 



PAGE 5 

ASPIRE RESOURCES 

IVHS has many resources for students who are interested in pursuing further   

education after high school. Through our ASPIRE  program, students and parents 

can receive one-on-one mentoring on college and technical school options,               

admissions, financial aid and  scholarships. ASPIRE is open to all students. To sign 

up see Ms. Sara Austin in the  Career Center. 

FAFSA 

If you are planning on attending college next fall, and if you haven’t already done 

so, you will need to register for your FAFSA pin number at www.pin.ed.gov and have 

your student ALSO register for a pin of his/her own. Plan to submit your FAFSA; 

the sooner you complete the form, the sooner the four year colleges will be able to 

send you their financial aid offer. The online application to complete the FAFSA is: 

www.fafsa.ed.gov 

IMPORTANT DATES 

IVHS will proctor the SAT on May 3, 2014 (with a registration deadline of April 

4).  To register for the SAT’s, go to www.collegeboard.org 

SCHOLARSHIP AWARDS 

Our Scholarship Awards Night Ceremony will be held on May 20th, beginning at 

6:30 p.m.  If your student has received a scholarship award, he/she will be sent an 

invitation to attend. 

NEWS FROM THE  

COUNSELING DEPT .  

Time to apply to 
colleges! 

Important       

Oregon                  

University  

Admission 

dates: 

O.I.T.—March 15 

Also due March 1, 2014 

Apply for the Oregon Student Assistance Commission Scholarships (OSAC):      

 Complete the application at www.OregonStudentaid.gov 

The same four essay prompts that you wrote for the IVHS Scholarship  

packet can be uploaded to OSAC. 

Don’t forget to file 
your  FAFSA! 

go to Fafsa.ed.gov to 
f i l l  o u t  t h e                 
application. The 
sooner you send it in, 
the better for getting 
financial aid. 

 

 

For questions or       
concerns, please contact 

our Counseling Office 

541-592-2116 

SAT Registration 
Deadline 

For May Testing 

Deadline to register for 
the May 3rd testing will 
be Friday, April 4th. 

http://www.fafsa.ed.gov/
http://www.collegeboard.org
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THE ILLINOIS VALLEY HIGH SCHOOL  

PARENT & STUDENT RESOURCESPARENT & STUDENT RESOURCES  
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On-Line support to help your student keep the skills 
learned, in shape.  Like exercising your muscles on a  daily 
or weekly basis, so too does the brain need its physical        
activity.  The    following web sites are provided to assist . 

My student doesn’t understand their homework . . . 

now what? 

We have all been in the situation where our students 

don’t understand the homework and we are trying 

to dust off the files in our head to remember how to 

do that math problem or remember what happened 

in this historic battle.  It can be frustrating for both the  

student and the parent to get through the             

homework.  In today’s world full of technology        

students have      numerous resources available to 

help them  re-learn the concepts.  The following are 

just three of the many sites available.   

Khan Academy – www.khanacademy.org                    

This website has over 4,000 videos on subjects from 

geometry to chemistry to computer  science.  This is 

a great tool that actually re-teaches the material 

step by step.  Many times hearing the concept     

explained by someone else makes that light bulb 

turn on and the student understands.   Interactive 

practice is also available to solidify the concepts.   

Sophia – www.sophia.org  Video clips are also         

available at Sophia, but there is also much more.  

Over 28,000   tutorials including slideshows and 

screencasts are available anytime.  The site also   

tailors the information according to the student’s 

learning style, which is determined through a short 

quiz. 

Quizlet – www.quizlet.com  This is a great study tool.  

There are thousands of flash cards & quizzes on the 

site developed by students and teachers from 

around the world in nearly every subject you can 

think of.  Students can use an already created tool or 

create one of their own to challenge themselves 

and others in their class. This is a great vocabulary 

tool. 

We hope you will find these resources helpful.  If you 

would like more information or other ideas how to 

help your child at home please do not hesitate to 

contact the office. 

YEARYEARYEAR---ROUND ONROUND ONROUND ON---LINE SLINE SLINE STUDY TUDY TUDY 
RESOURCES AVAILABLERESOURCES AVAILABLERESOURCES AVAILABLE   

 

 

ODYSSEYWARE is an on-line academic website 

which provides innovative, 21st century learning                             

opportunities for our students.  

Three Rivers School District/Illinois Valley High 

School uses this program for students outside of 

the regular classroom setting, and for students 

that need to do make up classes (Credit         

Recovery) to be eligible for graduation.   

ODYSSEYWARE (OW) is  web-based,  If you have      

internet access, your student can access his/her                     

assignments, which allows them the ability to               

complete the courses as fast as he/she needs 

to, whether they are in the classroom or at 

home.  

To access the ODYSSEYWARE web site once your 

student has been registered, he/she will need to 

go to https://3rivers.owschools.com.  From 

there, they will be able to login and access the 

courses that they are  enrolled in. 
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My name is Sara Austin, and I was an 
IVHS student from 2005-09.  With the 
help of my former ASPIRE mentor, I 
received scholarships from the               
University of Oregon and graduated in 
2013 with no debt!  I was a                            
first-generation  college student and my 
family couldn’t afford to pay for college; 
but that didn’t matter.  My ASPIRE 
mentor showed me how to apply for 
need-based and merit-based scholarships 
that covered the cost of tuition.  It is my 
goal to “Pay it Forward”, and show            
students how to plan for their future 
higher education now. 

High school students win scholarships by 
developing track records of academic  
success, extracurricular activities, and 
volunteer and work experiences that   
reflect the long-term goals.  That’s why 
it’s never too early for students to join  
ASPIRE—freshmen and sophomores can 

IVHS ASPIRE: 

HELPING STUDENTS BUILD 

BETTER FUTURES 

We want our children to have bright            
futures, but college tuition bills and           
student loan debts can be a burden.  What 
if our children could attend college for 
free, or even at half cost?  The ASPIRE 
mentoring program at IVHS help         
students explore career goals, find               
education/training programs that work 
for them, and build academic &                   
extracurricular records that will make 
them eligible for the biggest scholarships 
and grants.  At no cost, students can meet 
for one hour per week with a mentor 
trained to help them take steps               
toward reaching their  long-term goals. 

On Thursday, January 30th 25 students from 
IVHS spent the day at Rogue Community               
College  learning about careers in Science,            
Technology, Engineering & Math (STEM) at the 
STEM Academy.   

The gentlemen spent the day at the                 
Highland Ave Fire Station learning about a 
career in Firefighting.  Some even got to              
experience what it is like to escape a                
smoke-filled room. They all asked questions,  
tested out various equipment and had a great 
time.   

The young women spent the morning             
learning about automotive technology.   The            
instructor spent some time explaining and             
showing the students how a car starts.  Then it 
was their turn to shine.  Four cars wouldn’t start 
for various reasons.  The students split up into 
small groups, figured out the problem, fixed it 
and got the car to start.  When one group finished 
they went over to encourage and help another 
group.  It was a greats hands-on, real life               
experience.    

They enjoyed lunch, which was provided by 
RCC, and then toured the campus.  It was a great 
day and we are looking forward to a RCC STEM 
Academy trip this spring. 

 

ccess to tudent Assistance   

rograms n each of            

     veryone 

work on forming long-term goals and taking 
early steps toward achievement.  Juniors 
and Seniors learn about the process of              
applying for colleges, scholarships and             
financial aid, and the deadlines they must 
meet. 

Parents—encourage your teens and young 
adults to join the ASPIRE program!  It will 
be a good investment in both their future, 
and your own.  If you want to help the     
students of IVHS, consider signing up to be 
trained as a volunteer ASPIRE mentor.  
Adult mentors must pass a criminal                 
background check before working with           
students.  If you have questions about the 
program, or want to get involved, don’t 
hesitate to contact me, Sara Austin,                   
ASPIRE Coordinator: (541)-218-5998, 
ivhs.aspire@gmail.com Learn more about 
A S P I R E  i n  O r e g o n : 
www.oregonstudentaid.gov/aspire.aspx  

mailto:ivhs.aspire@gmail.com
http://www.oregonstudentaid.gov/aspire.aspx


PAGE 9 



 
PAGE 10 



THREE RIVERS SCHOOL DISTRICT 

INCLEMENT WEATHER PROCEDURES 
 

If inclement weather exists, or is forecast to exist in our school district the feasibility of providing home-to-
school transportation will be discussed between the First Student busing Manager and the Director of 
Transportation no later than 5:30 AM. 

 

The Director of Transportation will recommend a course of action (delay the start of school(s), close school
(s), or keep school(s) open) to the Superintendent. 

 

Utilizing the Synrevoice automated calling system, all staff, parents, substitute teachers and media 
will be notified of the decision.  The calling system sends messages both by e-mails and tele-

phone calls (these calls could begin as early as 5:30 AM).   

 

Important note about the calling system:  It is voice activated, so the system must hear a voice 
when calling.  This can be a live person answering the phone, your voice mail, or an answering  
machine.  But it will not activate simply upon lifting the receiver on the phone and just listening 

without saying anything. 

 

This is an automated system; an attempt to call back the identified number will not be successful.  

Please take the time to listen to any message left in its entirety. 

 

All closures and/or delays will also be posted on our District website. 

 

If a two-hour delay is announced in a particular school or area, then school will start two hours later than the 
regularly scheduled time.  All bus pick-up times will be two hours later than normal.  School will conclude 
at its regular time. 

 

You are also advised to tune in to radio stations KAJO, KLDR, KRWQ and KBOY and TV stations KOBI (5), 
KDRV (12) and KTVL (10) for updates and in the event you don’t have phone or internet service. 

 

Athletic activities, school events and other scheduled field trips could be canceled if inclement weather is a 
concern.   

 

Sometimes weather conditions leave some roads blocked or unsafe to travel, but school is still being held.  
Under these circumstances “straight line routes” will be run.  Please refer to the ‘’Straight Line Bus Route’ 
attachment for your attendance area for this information.   

 

If you live on one of the roads the buses cannot travel, you may bring your student to the nearest intersection 
of the main road traveled.  This will also be the stop for the afternoon drop off. 

 

It is very important that you keep the school informed of your current phone number and e-mail      

address to assure proper notification. 
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PROGRAM TO HELP HOMELESS STUDENTS AND FAMILIES 

 Dear Parents/Guardians, 

 

I am  Heather Merrill,  the Family Advocate for Illinois Valley High School. The purpose of the Family Advocate is to help students 
overcome barriers to success. I will help students acquire jackets, clothes, school supplies, hygiene supplies, glasses, dental appoint-
ments, haircuts, etc. I will also advocate for students: For example, helping them get testing or counseling, acquiring birth certificates, 
arranging for extra tutoring and other related services. 

 

In addition, there is a federal law called the McKinney-Vento which gives additional assistance to students that meet the federal def-
initions of “homeless”  these include: 

 Living in a home with no heat or running water 

 Staying with friends or other relatives due to economic hardships or loss of housing 

 Fleeing a domestic violence situation 

 Living in a car, van, bus, tent or other non-permanent structure 

  

Living in one of the above situations may also entitle a student to:  

 Transportation to their home school should homelessness require a move 

 Immediate enrollment, even if there are issues, such as not having in hand: 

 A birth certificate(s) for the child (ren) 

 Immunization forms 

   

Please help me identify any students with specific needs that may be in your care. Do you have a student that may benefit from the 
services listed above? If so, please list the student’s name and specific needs. 

  

Student’s name: __________________________________________ 

  

Needs school supplies/backpack: ________________________________________________ 

  

Needs clothing/shoes: _________________________________________________________ 

  

Needs a haircut: ______________________________________________________________ 

  

May need help with hygiene: ____________________________________________________ 

  

Additional academic assistance needed: ___________________________________________ 

  

Needs emotional support: _______________________________________________________ 

  

Misc.:_______________________________________________________________________ 

  

Please return this completed form to the office.  

You can contact me by phone at 541-592-2116 between 8:00 Am and 2:30 PM.   
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PROGRAMA PARA AYUDAR  

A LAS FAMILIAS Y ESTUDIANTES SIN HOGAR 

 

Estimados Padres / Tutores, 

 

Soy Heather Merrill, la Defensora Familiar de Illinois Valley High School. 

El propósito del partidario familiar es de ayudar a los estudiantes a superar las barreras hacia el éxito.  Yo le 
ayudaré a los estudiantes a obtener chamarras, ropa, útiles escolares, artículos de hygiene, citas con el den-
tista, cortes de pelo, etc.  También le ayudaré a los estudiantes.  Por ejemplo: Ayudarles en tener exámenes 
o consejos, obtener actas de nacimiento, programar ayuda extra con tutores y otros servicios relacionados. 

 

Añadiendo, hay una ley federal llamada Mckinney-Vento que proporciona asistencia adicional a los estu-
diantes que reunen las definiciones federales de “sin hogar” estas incluyen: 

 Vivir en una casa sin calefacción o sin agua 

 Hospedarse con amigos u otros parientes debido a la dificultad económica o perdida de hogar 

 Huyendo de una situación de violencia doméstica 

Viviendo en un automovil, van, camión, casa de campaña o una estructura no permanente 

 

Vivir en cualquier situación mencionada arriba puede que el estudiante pueda recibir: 

 Transporte hacia su escuela en el hogar si estar sin hogar requiere movimiento 

 Registro inmediato, aunque existan circunstancias, como no tener a la mano: 

 Acta de nacimiento de su hijo(a). 

Certificado de vacunas. 

 

Por favor ayudenme a identificar a cualquier estudiante con necesidades específicas que estén a su cargo.  
Tiene usted algún estudiante que se pueda beneficiar de los servicios enlistados arriba?  Si es así, haga una 
lista del estudiante con su nombre y necesidades específicas. 

 

Nombre del estudiante: ___________________________________________ 

Necesita útiles escolares / mochila: _______________________________________________ 

Necesita ropa / zapatos: ________________________________________________________ 

Necesita corte de pelo: _________________________________________________________ 

Necesita ayuda con su hygiene: __________________________________________________ 

Necesita ayuda adicional academicamente: _________________________________________ 

Necesita apoyo emocional: ______________________________________________________ 

Necesita otra cosa: ____________________________________________________________ 

 

Favor de regresar esta solicitud completa a la oficina.  Usted me pueda contactar por teléfono entre las  

8-2:30.  541-592-2116.   
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