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Committee Process: Prioritization & Parameters

e Parameters
o 6 hour, 50 minute instructional day
o 7 hour, 20 minute teacher day
o Contractual obligations

e Prioritization
o Needs of students
o Needs of teachers

e District Management Group Process
o Set priorities before you begin building the schedule
Focus on the content of your schedule, not the structure
Provide extra time for general education intervention
Maximize access to rigor
Set nuanced class size targets
Match staffing to course enroliment with precision—to the decimal place!
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Committee Process: Analysis of Gurrent Schedule

Continuity/
Efficiency

Limited transitions
Time for students to prepare for
class

“hit" by lateness, fatigue by end
of the day, etc,

Effect of missed class time
(snow days, absences)

Lack of consistency in use of
class time

What Works What Doesn’t Work Questions/Wonderings
Student Learning e Good for hands-on instruction e Effect of missed class time e Would incorporation of
e Project/Problem-Based Learning (snow days, absences) shorter, ‘mini’ blocks help
e Homework every other day e Attention span issues with long with attention issues?
(balance out of school life) periods all the time e Could longer and shorter
e Extended laboratory time for blocks be mixed in a
inquiry schedule?
e Teacher training in how to
use the block effectively?
Consistency/ o Not complicated, regular e Lack of rotation- same periods e Does the consistency of

our current schedule lead
to monotony?

Possibility of incorporating
a flex day or different
schedule into the rotation?

Intervention and
Enrichment

REBEL Block

Time for small-group/individual
instruction in class

Math lab/Writing Lab

Variety of opportunities possible
each week

REBEL scheduling-lack of
flexibility, problems if students
are absent on scheduling days
(Mondays)

Are there ways to allow for
more student-driven,
flexible schedules?

Are there things we can fix
about this now?

Teacher Collaboration

Works when it works

Common prep time not
prioritized in the schedule

Is this a daily schedule
issue or a scheduling
process (admin) issue?




Commiittee Process: Exploration
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Modified Block

Combines traditional Standard periods
with a Block schedule, either in daily or

weekly combinations.

Learn More

SCHEDULE LIBRARY TIME STRATEGIES TOOLS & RESOURCES

i
4x4 Block

Divides the school day into four

A/B Block

lternate between two block

extended periods (b! days), each

take up to four comr
each semester.

Learn More Learn More

Tvy
LI §

Parallel Block

ortunity to work

Intensive Block

1 ake an intensive single

on targeted subjects with smaller course, or very few courses at a time, as

student groups of similar skill le

Learn More

Learn More



ommiittee Process: Reading
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General
e The Effects of Block Scheduling
o https:/h aasa init icle.aspx?id=14852

e Block Vs. Traditional Scheduling Student Perspectives
o ://education.seattlepi traditional ing-student ive-1577 html

e CT General Assembly Study from 2001
https://www.cga.ct.gov/2001/rpt/2001-R-0090.htm

Student Achievement

The Impact Of Block Scheduling On Student Achi And Discipline At The High
School Level (2011)
- o https://files.eric.ed.gov/fulltext/ED528899.pdf

e White Paper: The Effects of Block Scheduling and Traditional Scheduling on High School Student

Achievement (2019)
o https:/digi edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1000 17whitep
i apers
e Block ing Effecti A 10 Year L itudinal Study of One Georgia School System's Test
Score Indicators (2009)
o https://www. ication/239932347 Block_Scheduling_Effectiveness_A_10Ye
® ar_Longitudinal_Study_of One_Georgia_School_System's_Test_Score_Indicators
e Research Brief: The Effects of Block ing on Teacher P p and Student F
(2004)
o http://www1.ascd.org/publications/researchbrief/v2n10/toc.aspx
°
* Whatis the effect of block ling on academi i 2 a ic review (2010)
o https:/A ication/43334227 What is_the_effect of block ing_o

n i I a ic_review

School Culture/Social-Emotional Impacts

e Are Block Schedules the Stress-Buster Students Need? (2016)
o https://www.nea. d ting-for-change/new-from-neaare-block: stress-buster-stu
© dents-need




Committee Process: Models
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Further discussion and analysis of models used by area schools
Constituent focus groups

Site visits

Piloting

Recommendation Goal: November 2022



Suggested Readings for Board Members

How to Build a Better Secondary School Schedule
o https://www.dmgroupki12.com/blog/how-to-build-a-better-secondary-school-schedule

DMGroup-Building Better Secondary School Schedules To Raise Achievement
o  https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/14YUbdf9gUQu-dkiUX2fndBuZBV-MTYhL

Unlocking Time (Website): Common Bell Schedules
o https://unlockingtime.org/school-schedules

Optimal Scheduling For Secondary Students- Hanover Research (2014)
o https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/14YUbdf9gUQu-dkiUX2fndBuZBV-MTYhL

The Effects of Block Scheduling
o https://www.aasa.org/schooladministratorarticle.aspx?id=14852

The Impact Of Block Scheduling On Student Achievement, Attendance, And Discipline At The High School Level (2011)
o  https:/ffiles.eric.ed.gov/fulltext/ED528899.pdf

White Paper: The Effects of Block Scheduling and Traditional Scheduling on High School Student Achievement (2019)
o https://digitalcommons.dartmouth.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1000&context=educl/whitepapers
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