
UIL EVENTS GUIDELINES AND PROTOCOLS

Game, Contest, and Event Management
In addition to the above guidelines and rules in the UIL Constitution and Contest Rules and UIL 
manuals and handbooks, the following applies to games, scrimmages, and events:
  Teams and Participants

1. If the school is planning to offer transportation for students, schools should follow TEA 
guidance related to such transportation.

2. Teams and participants are required to wear face coverings as described in Executive Order GA-
29.

3. The host site should designate a cleaned and disinfected area for teams to unload and load 
buses separate from fans, spectators, and other individuals not essential to the team or group.

4. Visiting team /group locker rooms should be cleaned and sanitized by the host site before the 
visiting team arrives. Visiting teams/groups are responsible for cleaning and disinfecting 
equipment once it is unloaded. Schools should limit access to these facilities to only students and 
staff essential for the game, contest, or event.

5. Before each game, contest, or event, schools should follow the screening protocols described 
above to screen all staff members, contractors, volunteers, sports officials, contest judges, and 
any individuals otherwise involved in working the event. These individuals should also self-screen 
as described in these screening protocols.

6. Fan and spectator areas including bleachers, stands, walkways, and other spectator areas 
should be at least six feet from team /group areas such as team benches or performance areas. 
Where distancing is not feasible, other methods should be utilized to slow the spread of COVID-
19, such as face coverings, implementing engineered controls such as physical barriers, or other 
risk mitigation efforts the school deems appropriate.

7. As previously indicated, water or other drinks and/or food may be provided. Schools or host sites 
should consider doing so in a manner that ensures students are not sharing these items.

8. Other areas used by participants, such as press box areas, should be cleaned and disinfected 
prior to and after use. Sites should develop plans for providing access to these areas that limit or 
remove potential contact between participants and non-participants.

9. The host site should provide sports and contest officials an area to enter and exit separate from 
fans when possible. Officials should be provided a dressing and meeting area, if applicable, that 
has been cleaned and disinfected prior to their arrival.

10. Pregame or pre-event meetings between teams and/or sports and contest officials should be 
planned to allow appropriate distancing between individuals.

11. Pregame and post-game gestures of sportsmanship should be conducted between teams and 
sports and contest officials in ways planned to help reduce the risk of spread of COVID-19.

12. All participants should be provided with entry and exit plans for contest areas that maintain 
separation from non-participants and fans. Individuals not essential to the team or group should 
not be given access to contest areas, performance areas, courts, or fields at all before, during, or 
after contests and events.

  

Student Groups not directly involved in the game or contest
Student groups such as marching bands, cheerleaders, drill teams, and other groups approved by 
the school district may attend and perform at games or contests in which they are not competing. 
Schools should consider limiting the number of participants to those essential to the performance.

https://tea.texas.gov/texas-schools/health-safety-discipline/covid/covid-19-support-public-health-orders
https://tea.texas.gov/texas-schools/health-safety-discipline/covid/covid-19-support-public-health-orders


1. These student groups should remain separate from the game or contest participants at all times. 
These student groups should avoid mixing with fans or non-group members throughout the game 
or contest.

2. Student groups are required to wear face coverings as described in Executive Order GA-29.
3. Schools should consider limiting the number of students and staff given access to the playing 

areas and ensure protocols for entering and exiting the playing areas are in place.
4. Fans and spectators should be located to provide at least 10 feet of distance from bands playing 

wind instruments from the stands.
5. These students should maintain appropriate distancing from game or contest participants at all 

times, including when on the sideline.
  

Spectators, Audiences, Fans and Media
Schools may allow spectators to attend games, contests, or events within a maximum 50% capacity 
limitation, provided that appropriate spacing between spectators is maintained according to the 
protocol, and according to the following:

1. Schools and/or host sites should post visible signs and/or messaging stating any individuals who 
are confirmed to have, suspected of having, are experiencing symptoms of, or have been in close 
contact with an individual who has been confirmed to have COVID-19 should not enter the 
facility.

2. Spectators, audiences, fans and media are required to wear face coverings as described 
in Executive Order GA-29.

3. Sites are encouraged to utilize remote ticketing options to help manage capacity limitations within 
a maximum 50% occupancy. Paper tickets and programming should be minimized to help avoid 
transferable materials.

4. If possible, set reserved times for entry to avoid mass arrivals.
5. Groups should maintain at least six feet of distance from other groups at all times, including the 

process of admission and seating. A group is defined as no more than 10 people including the 
members of the household and those persons who traveled together to the facility.

6. Schools should not allow seating in consecutive rows, and should block off seating to maintain a 
minimum six feet of distance between groups.

7. Pathways for spectator ingress and egress should be clearly marked and unobstructed.
8. Schools should provide hand sanitizing stations and/or hand washing stations at entrances and 

inside the facility.
9. Seating, hand rails, and other common surfaces should be cleaned and disinfected prior to each 

game or contest.
10. Press Box seating should include social distancing of at least six feet between individuals when 

possible.
11. Schools should limit access to working media providing coverage of the event to ensure protocols 

are followed.
12. Post-game interviews should be conducted while wearing face coverings and maintaining at least 

six feet of distance between the interviewer and individual being interviewed.
  

Concession Stands and Food Service
For games, contests, and events that will include concession stands or other food service, the 
following guidelines apply:

1. Staff, contractors, and volunteers involved in food service are required to wear face coverings as 
described in Executive Order GA-29.

2. Sites should avoid leaving condiments, silverware, flatware, glassware, or other traditional table 
top items on unoccupied tables or at the counter. Sites should only provide condiments or 
flatware upon request, and in single use, individually wrapped items.



3. Regularly clean and disinfect the food service counters and areas. Clean and disinfect dining 
areas (tables, etc.) after each patron departs.

4. Limit contact between the individuals involved in food service and patrons as much as possible. 
Have employees, contractors, and volunteers follow proper food-handling protocols.

5. Before each game, schools should follow the screening protocols described above to screen 
staff, contractors, and volunteers who will be involved in food service prior to events. These 
individuals should also self-screen as described in these screening protocols


