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World Language Instruction: 2025-2026
Focus on 5th and 6th Grade Course Refinement

2024-2025 and previous Beginning in 2025-2026

Grades
5 and 6

● 10 week courses
● 37 minutes daily
● Alignment to American 

Council on Teaching of 
Foreign Languages (ACTFL) 
standards limited by time

● Vocabulary embedded 
within usable language, 
simple phrases 

● Culture: holidays and 
festivals are calendar 
dependent and as time 
allowed

● Time spent on review varies 
and is significant

● Daily courses
● 37 minutes daily
● Fully aligned to standards: 

ACTFL Proficiency 
Standards, Performance 
Descriptors, and World 
Language Readiness 
Standards 

● 5Cs: Communication, 
Culture, Connection, 
Comparison, Communities



1. Reflected on current instructional model: Identified strengths and 
areas for growth related to student outcomes

2. Conducted research review and analysis
3. Curated core resource options 
4. Developed high-quality instructional materials evaluation 

tool/rubric
5. Evaluated resource options independently and as a team 
6. Analyzed results of resource evaluation as a team
7. Developed implementation and purchase recommendation

Curriculum Process Overview



Research Review and Analysis

● ACTFL Guiding Principles for 
Language Learning

● ISBE/ACTFL Proficiency Guidelines

● ACTFL World Language Readiness 
Standards and CCSS

● ACTFL Performance Descriptors

● 21st Century Skills Map: World 
Languages

● ACTFL Research Findings: 
○ Academic Achievement, 

Competence and Proficiency, 
Reading Abilities, Skills Transfer, 
Linguistic Awareness, Socio 
Economics, Print Awareness, 
Language Brokering, Test Scores, 
College Performance

● American Academy of Arts and 
Sciences; America’s Languages: 
Investing in Language Education 
for the 21st Century



● Middle school is an ideal time to begin or build on exposure because the adolescent 
brain retains strong neuroplasticity for language acquisition. 

● Students who start learning world languages in middle school can reach higher 
proficiency by high school graduation.

● Students that learn world language in middle school:
○ Develop better reading skills (including English)
○ Demonstrate stronger executive functioning skills (i.e. organization, focus, task- 

switching)
○ Accomplish higher overall academic achievement
○ Develop empathy for people who are different from them
○ Gain confidence by communicating in new ways
○ Perceive themselves as part of a global community
○ Are prepared for high school world language programs and professional 

pathways
○ Have more time to achieve Seal of Biliteracy by high school graduation

Benefits of World Language Instruction in Middle School 



Anchor Resource:

ACTFL 

World Language 

Readiness Standards



ISBE/ACTFL Proficiency 
Guidelines

● Proficiency is a range.
● Guidelines measure what language users can 

do in real-world situations and in 
spontaneous contexts.

● Gives insight into skills and identifies 
strategies to increase proficiency.

● Each level applies to all four language skills: 
speaking, listening, reading, and writing. 

Proficiency is fluid, and users' abilities often 
change over time!

Anchor Resource:



Draft “I Can” Statements

5th Grade Spanish
● I can recognize sounds of the 

alphabet.
● I can use numbers from 16-30.
● I can recognize & repeat days of the 

week.
● I can talk about what I want to eat.
● I can describe animals .
● I can use greetings & farewells.

6th Grade French
● I can greet my peers & adults.
● I can use expressions of politeness.
● I can express basic feelings and 

preferences.
● I can express likes, dislikes, 

preferences on familiar topics.
● I can identify and describe places.
● Introduce my city.



ACTFL Performance Descriptors
Anchor Resource

3 Modes of Language:   Interpersonal  *   Interpretive  *  Presentational

What are the parameters for the language learner’s performance?

● Functions
● Contexts and Content
● Text Types

How and how well is the language learner able to be understood and to 
understand?

● Language Control
● Vocabulary
● Communication Strategies
● Cultural Awareness





At Roosevelt, our World Language Program inspires students to 
develop proficiency in speaking, listening, reading, and writing 
while deepening their understanding of diverse cultures. 
Through engaging, theme-based units and meaningful, 
authentic, and interactive experiences, we aim to ignite a 
lifelong passion for language learning and cultural exploration, 
empowering students to become curious, empathetic, and 
globally-minded citizens.

Core Beliefs: World Language Vision Statement



○ Standards Alignment
○ Lesson Quality
○ Assessment
○ Content and Coherence
○ Instructional Strategies
○ Differentiation
○ Teacher Resources

Development of High Quality Instructional Material 
Evaluation Tool 



Evaluation Results
Spanish French Italian

Carnegie 14 13 13.75

Vista Higher 
Learning

13.5 14 14.5

Savvas 13 NA NA

Klett 16 15 15.5



Why Klett?
● Proficiency Based (ACTFL)
● Available in French, Spanish, Italian
● Print and digital materials available for teachers and students
● Assessment rubrics aligned to ACTFL proficiency and performance
● Self and peer assessments for students
● Accessibility supports: video and audio scripts, closed captions, audio and video 

tutorials
● Differentiated extension for heritage students
● Scored well in all areas of the evaluation tool; specific strengths include:

○ Content and Coherence: developmentally appropriate topics and themes for middle school students
○ Instructional Strategies:
○ Teacher Resources: Cultural Background and Index available 



Long Term Course Outcomes

ACTFL  
Proficiency

Description

5th Novice Low Communication: Can produce isolated words or short memorized phrases 
Understanding: Can recognize a few words if spoken slowly and clearly.
Functionality: Can use a few rehearsed phrases

6th Novice Mid Communication: Can use memorized phrases and lists of words.
Understanding: Can understands simple questions, instructions, and basic information.
Functionality: Can answer simple questions about self and immediate surroundings.

7th Novice  High Communication: Can manage short conversations in familiar contexts. Mostly uses 
memorized or practiced language, but begins creating simple original sentences.
Understanding: Can understands short, simple conversation.
Functionality: Can ask and answer questions about routine topics.

8th Intermediate 
Low- Mid

Communication: Can create simple sentences and strings of sentences on familiar 
topics.
Understanding: Can understands basic information in conversations on familiar topics.
Functionality: Can participate in simple conversations about everyday life.



2025-2026 2026-2027 2027-2028 2028-2029 2029-2030

5th New 
curriculum

6th New 
Curriculum 

New 
curriculum 

7th No change New 
Curriculum 

New 
curriculum 

8th No change New 
curriculum 

New 
Curriculum 

New 
curriculum 

9th Enter HS with 2 
years of daily 
language 
instruction, no 
curriculum 
changes

Enter HS with 2 
years of daily 
language 
instruction, 1 
year of new 
resource

Enter HS with 
3 years of 
daily WL  
instruction, 3 
years of new 
resource

Enter HS with 
4 years of 
daily WL 
instruction, 4 
years of new 
resource

Pathway for Current D90 Cohorts



Implementation and Purchase Recommendation 
2025-2026

Year 1
2026-2027

Year 2
2027-2028

Year 3+

Grades 
5 and 6 

Year 1
Spanish and French

No Change
Italian

Year 2
Spanish and French

Year 1 
Italian

Year 3
Spanish and French 

Year 2
 Italian

Grades 
7 and 8

No Change Year 1
Italian, French, Spanish 

Year 2
Italian, French, Spanish

Projected 
Cost

$15,808
Initial purchase of 5th and 

6th Spanish and French

$25,940
Initial purchase of 7th and 8th 

Spanish and French
Initial purchase of 5th-8th Italian

$17,290
Teacher and student digital 
renewal 6th-8th, 5th grade 

consumables

Total Cost over 5 Years:  $93,620



● August Institute Day training with Klett
● Fall release day for team planning
● October Institute Day follow-up training with Klett
● February Institute Day follow-up with Klett
● April Institute Day follow-up with Klett
● Spring planning session: 7th and 8th grade

Draft Professional Learning Plan: Year 1



● Purchase materials 
● Summer curriculum work: Continue curriculum map for 

5th and 6th grade
● Implement Professional Learning Plan
● Develop scope and sequence for Italian (implementation 

to begin in 2026-2027)
● Update BOE midyear
● Spring 2026: Plan for 7th and 8th grade
● Collaboration with OPRF on placement as grade cohorts 

advance

Next Steps



Questions?


