
 

Independent School District #883 
Regular School Board Meeting 

Wednesday, March 12, 2025 

 

Pursuant to due call and notice, the Rockford Board of Education met in a Regular School  Board 

Meeting on Wednesday, March 12, 2025 in the District Board Room. Chair Gordee called the 

meeting to order at 6:30 pm. Members Gordee, Johnson, Morgan, and Sjodin were present. 

Also present was Superintendent Jeff Ridlehoover, RHS Principal Paul Menard, Activities Director 

Dan Pratt, NWISD Executive Director Heather Lyke,Technology Director Jeff Kienetz, and 

Administrative Assistant Courtney Neibert. Board members Praska and Hillstrom were absent. 

Pledge of Allegiance 

The meeting opened with the Pledge of Allegiance.  

APPROVAL OF AGENDA 

Motion by Johnson seconded by Gordee to approve the agenda. Motion passed unanimously. 

PUBLIC COMMENTS 

There were no public comments. 

CONSENT ITEMS 

Motion by Morgan, seconded by Sjodin to approve the consent items. Motion carried. 

●   ​ Minutes:  

February 19, 2025 Work Session 

February 19, 2025 Regular Meeting 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

●   Personnel: 

 

●​ Bills and Wire Transfers: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



●​ Open Enrollments: 

 

●​ MOU Continuance of Agreement: The Board was presented the MOU - return to work 

agreement between Diane VanOrsdol and the Rockford Area School for the 2025-26 

school year. This is a continuation of the MOU we entered into with Diane VanOrsdol 

and EdMN for the school year of 2024-25.  

●​ DECA Nationals Trip: The board was presented a DECA nationals trip for approval. 

 

SUPERINTENDENT’S REPORT 

●​ March 2025 Superintendent’s Report: Dr. Jeff Ridlehoover presented an update on the 

schools. 

●​ RHS Rocket Spotlight: The board recognized Paul Stariha as the RHS Rocket Spotlight 
recipient. 

 

STUDENT ACHIEVEMENT AND GROWTH 

●​ Winter Activities Celebration: Representatives from winter activities shared their 
highlights from the season. 

●​ RHS Principals Report: RHS Principal Paul Menard presented an update on Strategic 
Directions, SIP Goals, and IB Programs. 

 

 



CULTURE OF COLLECTIVE PURPOSE 

●​ NWSISD: Heather Lyke from NWSISD presented an update.  
●​ Winter Policy Review Final Read: The board was presented with the following policy 

updates that were reviewed by the Policy Committee for a Final reading. Policies 201, 
202, 203, 203.1, 203.2, 203.5, 203.6, 204, 205, and 206. 

Motion by Johnson seconded by Sjodin to approve policies 201, 202, 203, 203.1, 203.2, 203.5, 
203.6, 204, 205, and 206 as presented. Motion passed unanimously. 

●​ Policy 613R Final Read: The board was presented policy 613R as reviewed by the Policy 
Committee for a Final reading.  

Motion by Johnson seconded by Gordee to approve policy 613R as presented. Motion passed 
unanimously. 

●​ Fund Balance Policies 1st Read: The board was presented policies 701.2R and 714 with 
updates for a first reading. 

 

HEALTHY AND SUPPORTIVE ENVIRONMENT 

●​ Staff Recognition: The board was presented with a staff recognition plan for approval. 

Motion by Sjodin seconded by Johnson to approve staff recognition as presented. Motion passed 
unanimously. 

 

STEWARDSHIP OF RESOURCES 

●​ Post Levy Survey Results: Dr. Ridlehoover presented the Post Levy Survey Results. 
●​ Technology Report: Technology Director Jeff Kienitz presented an update on the 

technology department including the 1:1 Handbook, Strategies and Goals, and 
Inter-Agency Support 

 

COMMUNITY, SCHOOL AND FAMILY PARTNERSHIP 

●​ Resolution of Acknowledgement of Contributions/Donations 

Johnson motioned, seconded by Morgan, to approve the following resolution as presented: 

WHEREAS Minnesota Statute 123B.02 permits school boards to “receive, for the benefit of 
the district, bequests, donations, or gifts for any proper purpose and apply the same to the 
purpose designated. On that behalf, the board may act as trustee of any trust created for 
the benefit of the district, and for the benefit of pupils thereof.” 



THEREFORE, be it resolved by the School Board of Rockford Area Schools, Independent 
School District 883 that the School Board accepts, with appreciation, the contributions 
detailed below. 

 



 



 

 

On a roll call vote, the following voted in favor: Gordee, Johnson, Morgan, and Sjodin. 
And the following voted against: None 

Whereupon said resolution was declared duly passed and adopted. 

●​ Upcoming Meetings: 
○​ Facilities Committee Meeting: Wednesday, April 2, 2025 at 7:30 am virtually at 

Video call link: https://meet.google.com/yus-uhff-tsd Or dial: ?(US) +1 
470-273-8216? PIN: ?205 293 023?#.  

○​ Communications Committee Meeting: Monday, April 21, 2025 at 4:30 pm in the 
District Office Conference Room.  

○​ Board of Education Work Session: Monday, April 21, 2025 at 5:30 pm in the 
District Office Board Room.  

○​ Regular Meeting of the Board of Education: Monday, April 21, 2025 at 6:30 pm in 
the District Office Board Room. 

●​ Board Committee Updates: 
●​ Gordee -  Board Prep, MSBA Board Chair/Vice Chair Training (second session), 

AMSD Meetings. 
●​ Johnson - MAWSECO Meeting, MSBA Board Chair/Vice Chair Training (second 

session), Meeting with Mike Mcnulty to discuss contracts, Board Prep. 
●​ Morgan - None 
●​ Sjodin - None 



Gordee motioned to adjourn the meeting at 9:01 p.m. Sjodin seconded. Motion carried 
unanimously.  

Courtney Neibert 
Recorder 

Jamie Hillstrom 
Clerk 

 


