
Accountability Report Cards

2023-2024 School Year



● Required under Wisconsin’s federal and state requirements.
● Also a data tool for school improvement.

○ Local data
○ Benchmarking with other districts

● The process of calculating the total score in complex and varies by 
school level and demographics.  

● Scoring uses last three years of data.
● Useful to look at overall score and also most recent year trend.
● None of our schools are calculated with exactly the same weights.



● Schools and districts receive an index score on a range from 0-100.
○ Not a “percent correct” measurement.
○ Based heavily on the state assessments and does not measure everything we 

value.
● Based on performance in four priority areas.

○ Student achievement in ELA and math on state assessments.
○ Student growth on the state assessments
○ Target group in performance of a specific student group in the lower 25% of local 

performance.  Must have a minimum of 20 students in group to generate reportable 
score.

○ On-track to graduation/post-secondary readiness.
■ 3rd grade ELA on the Forward Exam
■ 8th grade math on the Forward Exam
■ Student attendance
■ Graduation rate

● As you can see, based mostly on ELA and math standardized tests.



● Schools and districts are ranked in five levels. statewide.
○ Significantly exceeds expectations
○ Exceeds expectations 
○ Meets expectations 
○ Meets few expectations
○ Does not meet expectations

● All Waunakee schools met, exceeded or significantly 
exceeded expectations.



Key Takeaways

● Stable overall performance.  Total score is 2nd highest in Dane County (1st last 
year) and in middle range (11th, same as last year) of our statewide benchmark 
group.

● Waunakee 14th among 141 Wisconsin 1300+ enrollment K-12 districts.
● Growth, both in ELA and Mathematics, increased modestly.
● Target group outcomes decreased modestly.
● On-Track to Graduation decreased slightly.
● Changes to state achievement thresholds and technical report card adjustments 

make it difficult to draw conclusions on year to year changes in achievement.  
2023-2024 resets the baseline.



Additional Takeaways-Year on Year Change
Data Point 2021-2022 2022-2023 2023-2024

% Open Enrollment 5.5% 5.4% 5.5%

% Students with Disabilities 9.3% 9.5% 10.0%

% Economically Disadvantaged 7.2% 7.6% 8.3%

% English Learners 2.8% 3.1% 3.4%

Total Score 80.7 79.4 78.9

Achievement Score 83.7 82.3 82.3

Growth Score 65.1 68.9 70.8

Target Group Score 68.2 66.4 64.6

On Track Score 92.0 90.4 89.8



District Information

Calculation Weights

Four Priority Areas



Statewide Comparison

Disaggregated Data

Performance Levels



Statewide Comparison

Disaggregated Data
(3.0 is state average.  
Each number 
represents a standard 
deviation.



Statewide Comparison

Performance 
components for our 
target group (lowest 
scoring 25%)



Statewide Comparison

Performance components



Our District at a Glance

Overall Achievement Growth Target Group On-Track

Waunakee 78.9 82.3 68.9 66.4 90.4

Dane County 
Rank (of 16)

2 2 11 7 3

Benchmark 
Group Rank 
(of 22)*

11 11 14 12 17

*Cedarburg, De Forest , De Pere, Franklin, Germantown, Hamilton, Hortonville, Hudson, Kettle Moraine, 
Kimberly, Menomonee Falls, Mequon-Thiensville, Monona Grove, Mukwonago, Muskego-Norway, New 
Berlin, Oconomowoc, Oregon, Pewaukee, Slinger, Waunakee, Whitefish Bay



Our Schools at a Glance

Overall Achievement Growth Target Group On-Track

Arboretum 84.4 91.0 73.6 69.3 89.6

Heritage 72.5 77.4 62.2 54.5 86.6

Prairie 87.8 84.2 92.5 90.7 90.3

Intermediate School 88.4 87.4 87.9 86.7 92.7

Middle School 70.5 78.4 50.8 45.4 89.6

High School 76.8 81.1 72.7 59.3 91.8



Our District Detail
ELA 

Achievement
Math 

Achievement
ELA 

Growth
Math 

Growth
Target Group 
Achievement

Target 
Group 
Growth

Target Group 
Chronic 

Absenteeism

Target Group 
Attendance/
Graduation

District 
Chronic 

Absenteeism

District 
Attendance/
Graduation

Waunakee 80.3 84.2 69.8 71.7 41.3 60.3 81.8 97.7 89.0 97.2

Dane 
County 

Rank (of 
16)

2 1 11 8 1 15 5 6 5 7

Benchmark 
Group 

Rank (of 
22)*

11 9 10 15 7 15 14 9 14 19

*Cedarburg, De Forest , De Pere, Franklin, Germantown, Hamilton, Hortonville, Hudson, Kettle Moraine, Kimberly, Menomonee Falls, Mequon-Thiensville, Monona Grove, Mukwonago, 
Muskego-Norway, New Berlin, Oconomowoc, Oregon, Pewaukee, Slinger, Waunakee, Whitefish Bay




