SOUTH SAN ANTONIO INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT

Agenda Item Summary

Meeting Date: December 14, 2022

Agenda Section: Discussion and Possible Action

Agenda Item Title: EIF Local Couse Requirements (Foundation Program without an Endorsement)

From: Millicent Marcha, Chief Academic Officer

Additional Presenters if Applicable: Charles Gallardo, Director of Counseling and Guidance

Description: Change the SSAISD EIF Local policy to require students to graduate with the number of
mandated state by the state of graduation under the foundation program without an endorsement.

Historical Data: Under current EIF Local, SSAISD requires completion of 2 credits in addition to the
number mandated by the state for graduation under the foundation program without an endorsement.

Recommendation: Change EIF Local policy to reflect EIF Legal Foundation High School Program
Graduation Requirements.

Purchasing Personnel and Approval Date: N/A

Funding Budget Code and Amount: N/A

Form Revised: August 2022
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Cours_.e To graduate, a student must complete the courses required by the
Requirements District in addition to those mandated by the state.

Foundation Program The courses that satisfy District requirements under the foundation
program, including courses for the distinguished level of achievement
and courses for endorsements offered by the District, shall be listed in
appropriate District publications.

Without an The District requires completion of 2 credits in addition to the number

Endorsement mandated by the state for graduation under the foundation program
without an endorsement. Graduation under the foundation program
without an endorsement shall be permitted only as author-ized under
state law and rules.

The District requires no additional credits beyond the number mandated
by the state to graduate under the foundation program without an
endorsement. Graduation under the foundation program without an
endorsement shall be permitted only as authorized under state law and

rules.
With an The District requires no additional credits beyond the number
Endorsement mandated by the state to graduate under the foundation program with

an endorsement.

Distinguished Level The District requires no additional credits beyond the number
of Achievement )3 gated by the state to graduate under the foundation program with
the distinguished level of achievement.

No Fine Arts The District shall not award state graduation credit in fine arts for

Substitutions participation in a community-based fine arts program.

To the extent permitted by state rules, the District shall award state
graduation credit in physical education for participation in approved
activities and elective courses.

Physical Education
Substitutions

Activities and
Courses

The District shall not award state graduation credit in physical
education for private or commercially sponsored physical activity

No Private or

Commercial .

Programs programs conducted either on or off campus. [See also EHAC]
Financial Aid As confirmation of a student’s completion and submission of a free
Application application for federal student aid (FAFSA) or a Texas application for
Confirmation state financial aid (TASFA), the District shall accept the following:

1. A screenshot that includes the processed date field in
ApplyTexas Counselor Suite FAFSA data;

2. Notification, such as a copy of an email, from the United
States Department of Education verifying completion of the
FAFSA,
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3. A copy or screenshot of the FAFSA acknowledgment page;

4. A screenshot of the TASFA submission acknowledgment
page (from those institutions that offer an electronic form);
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5.  An acknowledgment receipt from an institution of higher
education (IHE); or

6. A copy of a financial aid award letter from an IHE.

[For students who choose not to complete and submit a FAFSA or
a TASFA, see EIF(LEGAL).]

The District shall maintain individual student documentation of the
financial aid application requirement as an education record. [See
FL]
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2. Testing requirements for graduation under 19 Administrative
Code Chapter 101 [see EKB]; and

3. Demonstrated proficiency, in grade 8 or higher, as determined
by the district, in delivering clear verbal messages; choosing
effective nonverbal behaviors; listening for desired results; ap-
plying valid critical-thinking and problem-solving processes;
and identifying, analyzing, developing, and evaluating com-
munication skills needed for professional and social success
in interpersonal situations, group interactions, and personal
and professional presentations.

A student shall enroll in the courses necessary to complete the cur-
riculum requirements for the foundation high school program and
the curriculum requirements for at least one endorsement.

Education Code 28.025(c); 19 TAC 74.11(a), (d)

Foundation A student must earn at least 22 credits to complete the foundation
High School high school program and must demonstrate proficiency in the fol-
Program lowing core courses:
1.  English language arts—4 credits;
2. Mathematics—3 credits;
3. Science—3 credits;
4.  Social Studies—3 credits;
5. Languages other than English—2 credits;
6. Physical Education—1 credit;
7. Fine Arts—1 credit; and
8. Elective courses—b5 credits.
19 TAC 74.12(a)-(b)
Endorsements A student shall specify in writing an endorsement the student in-
tends to earn upon entering grade 9. 79 TAC 74.13(a)
A student may earn any of the following endorsements:
1. Science, technology, engineering, and mathematics (STEM);
2. Business and industry;
3. Public services;
4. Arts and humanities; and
5. Multidisciplinary studies.
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A district must make at least one endorsement available to stu-
dents. A district that offers only one endorsement curriculum must
offer multidisciplinary studies.

To earn an endorsement a student must demonstrate proficiency in
the curriculum requirements for the foundation high school pro-
gram and, in accordance with 19 Administrative Code 74.13(e),
earn:

1.  Afourth credit in mathematics;
2. An additional credit in science; and
3. Two additional elective credits.

A course completed as part of the four courses needed to satisfy
an endorsement requirement may also satisfy a requirement under
the foundation high school program, including an elective require-
ment. The same course may count as part of the set of four
courses for more than one endorsement.

A district shall permit a student to enroll in courses under more
than one endorsement before the student’s junior year and to
choose, at any time, to earn an endorsement other than the en-
dorsement the student previously indicated.

A student must earn at least 26 credits to earn an endorsement,
but a student is not entitled to remain enrolled to earn more than
26 credits.

A district may define advanced courses and determine a coherent
sequence of courses for an endorsement area, provided that pre-
requisites in 19 Administrative Code Chapters 110-118, 126, 127,
and 130 are followed.

Education Code 28.025; 19 TAC 74.13

Exception A student may graduate under the foundation high school program
without earning an endorsement if, after the student’'s sophomore
year:

1. The student and the student’s parent or person standing in
parental relation to the student are advised by a school coun-
selor of the specific benefits of graduating from high school
with one or more endorsements; and

2. The student's parent or person standing in parental relation to
the student files with a school counselor written permission,
on a form adopted by TEA, allowing the student to graduate
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under the foundation high school program without earning an
endorsement.

19 TAC 74.11(e)

Distinguished A student may earn a distinguished level of achievement by suc-

Level of cessfully completing the curriculum requirements for the foundation

Achievement high school program and the curriculum requirements for at least
one endorsement, including four credits in science and four credits
in mathematics, including Algebra Il. 719 TAC 74.11(f)

Algebra 1l Not later than September 1 of each school year, a district shall no-

Notification tify by regular mail or email the parent of or other person standing
in parental relation to each student enrolled in grade 9 or above
that the student is not required to complete an Algebra 11 course to
graduate under the foundation high school program. The notifica-
tion must include information regarding the potential consequences
to a student of not completing an Algebra Il course, including the
impact on eligibility for:

1.  Automatic college admission under Education Code 51.803;
and

2. Certain financial aid authorized under Title 3 of the Education
Code.

Education Code 28.02123

Prerequisites A student may not be enrolled in a course that has a required pre-
requisite unless:

1. The student has completed the prerequisite course(s);

2. The student has demonstrated equivalent knowledge as de-
termined by the district; or

3. The student was already enrolled in the course in an out-of-
state, an out-of-country, or a Texas nonpublic school and
transferred to a Texas public school prior to successfully com-
pleting the course.

A district may award credit for a course a student completed with-
out having met the prerequisites if the student completed the
course in an out-of-state, an out-of-country, or a Texas nonpublic
school where there was not a prerequisite.

19 TAC 74.11()~(k)

Dual Credit Courses offered for dual credit at or in conjunction with an institu-
Courses tion of higher education (IHE) that provide advanced academic in-
struction beyond, or in greater depth than, the essential knowledge
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