BEFORE THE ARKANSAS STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION
OPPOSITIONTO
HARMONY GROVE SCHOOL DISTRICT PETITION TO
CLOSE PART OF ISOLATED SPARKMAN SCHOOL

HEARING JULY 14, 2022

l. INTRODUCTION

For the second time in two years, Harmony Grove School District No. 1 (“HGSD”) seeks
to close all or part of Sparkman School, an isolated school that became part of HGSD in 2005 in a
voluntary annexation. In March 2020, this Board voted to deny closing Sparkman, not as a vote
against HGSD but instead as a vote to give HGSD and Sparkman a chance to bring creative
solutions to the issues facing an isolated school.

As Board Member Charisse Dean said then?:

So for those reasons I'll be voting that Sparkman continues to stay open. | would
encourage the superintendent to be open-minded, look for solutions, pray, ask God
for guidance, because | believe there is a way. | believe there is a way to do it and
to get it done. We just have to be open and look for solutions. Thank you.

That moment of promise evaporated due to HGSD’s redoubled actions to degrade
education in Sparkman, as detailed below. The current Petition would close Sparkman high school
in grades 7-12, a move that HGSD described last time as making economies of scale “even worse.”
“[T]t just puts the financial end even more out-0f-whack.”?

And HGSD has acted in violation of Arkansas law this time. First, HGSD would have
closed this part of Sparkman School without even informing this Board if we had not sued HGSD
for violating the isolated school law and a Judge had not intervened to enforce that law. Second,
to file its Petition in time for this meeting HGSD conducted a regular meeting in violation of
Arkansas law requiring 10 days’ notice of regular meetings on the district website. We have raised
this to the Court in a supplemental complaint, and the Judge will decide on July 20 whether that
unlawful meeting prevents HGSD from closing grades 7-12 next month. Third, even as it seeks to
close grades 7-12 next month, HGSD notified adjoining districts that it will close all of Sparkman
next year. But a law adopted after HGSD’s last Petition allows those adjoining districts a year to
petition this Board to reverse the 2005 voluntary annexation with HGSD and allow Sparkman to
be part of their district. HGSD cannot preempt that law by eliminating half of Sparkman School
before this process can take place.

The Board should deny HGSD’s Petition primarily because it is the wrong solution to
handling this isolated school, but also because HGSD has broken the law to bring this Petition.

! Exhibit 1, Transcript, March 12, 2020, p. 117.
21d., p. 46, in response to question from Board Member Dr. Sarah Moore.
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A. HGSD Cannot Show Closing Sparkman School Would Serve the Best
Interests of the Students in the School District as a Whole.

In March 2020, this Board entered an Order denying HGSD’s petition to close the entire
Sparkman Campus because “closure of the Sparkman campus would not be in the best interests of
the students in the school district as a whole.”® HGSD did not appeal that Order, and it became a
final adjudication. See Walker v. State Board of Education, 2010 Ark. 277 (2010).

There has been no change since this Board denied HGSD’s petition in March 2020 that
would justify a different result now. At that time, HGSD “reasoned that its Sparkman campus must
be closed for fiscal reasons, and that its closure would allow the District to better address the
academic needs of all District Students.”* HGSD “also stated that transporting Sparkman campus
students to the Harmony Grove campus would be done in a manner as to minimize the students’
inconvenience to the fullest extent possible, and would provide those students with enhanced
access to academic programs and extracurricular activities.”® As HGSD admitted two years ago,
closing grades 7-12 would worsen financial issues for HGSD.

There is no change in the travel distance for the students who reside in Clark and Dallas
Counties to the Harmony Grove campus. As a group of citizens, taxpayers and patrons of the
Sparkman School pointed out in opposing HGSD’s petition for closure in March 2020, students
who reside in Clark and Dallas Counties will have to travel up to four hours and 94 miles each day
on a school bus to receive an education at the Harmony Grove campus. The burdens to children in
Dallas and Clark Counties have not changed, and HGSD offers no good reason why this Board
should let HGSD impose them.

This Board encouraged HGSD to work creatively and in good faith with Sparkman. That
did not happen. Yes, COVID intervened (the March 12 State Board meeting was the last public
gathering before COVID shut-downs, and the DESE announced district-wide school closures
beginning that afternoon).

But there have been other changes wrought by HGSD itself. Rather than work with
Sparkman creatively and in good faith, HGSD engaged in retribution to punish Sparkman.
Specifically, HGSD targeted Judy Taylor, a Sparkman teacher who spoke at the State Board
hearing for a creative new design for Sparkman involving four-day school weeks and a focus on
agriculture, as has been done successfully in other districts.

First, she received a mailed threat of a Reduction in Force (“RIF”), which was not legally
in effect, and would have eliminated her job. Then, all the algebra textbooks in her classroom were
removed and taken to the Harmony Grove campus the week before the start of the 2020-21 school
year, forcing her to revise the curriculum at the last minute. This was orchestrated by Jeff Mock,
Harmony Grove High School Principal. Mr. Mock also completely changed Ms. Taylor’s schedule
mid-year without input from Larry Knight, Sparkman High School Principal, and without advance
notice to warn her of the need to revise her lesson plans or make other necessary adjustments. Ms.

3 State Board Order at 3-4 (March 24, 2020).
4 State Board Order at 1
5 State Board Order at 1-2.



Taylor and her students even went without heat for well over 4 months during the fall and winter
months despite her regular requests to have the issue repaired.®

HGSD’s actions ultimately caused Ms. Taylor to resign from her position at Sparkman
School out of concern that her students would be affected by HGSD’s retaliation against her for
speaking against HGSD before this Board. HGSD did not replace Ms. Taylor. Ms. Taylor is not
the first teacher Sparkman School has lost due to HGSD’s actions. HGSD often fills openings at
the Harmony Grove campus by transferring teachers from Sparkman School without replacing the
vacancies at Sparkman. Then HGSD complains about the lack of teachers at the Sparkman campus.

Jeff Mock, Harmony Grove High School Principal, and HGSD Superintendent Dr. Albert
Snow drove these actions to frustrate the efforts of Ms. Taylor and the other Sparkman teachers
and staff in an effort to drive them away from Sparkman. They installed ineffective leadership at
Sparkman School, stripping Mr. Knight, Sparkman Principal, of any real authority, and certainly
any authority to improve conditions at Sparkman. Mr. Knight has to spend significant amounts of
time driving a school bus and teaching classes instead of being able to focus on his role as principal.
Mr. Mock and Dr. Snow rarely visit the Sparkman campus, yet they make decisions for it without
any input from Sparkman teachers, students, parents or administrators.

In March 2020, this Board learned to its dismay that HGSD had offered only on-line
courses through Virtual Arkansas to high school students and had done so since 2017. After the
2020 Board hearing, HGSD continued to offer primarily Virtual Arkansas classes to high school
students, with two full-time lab assistants not to teach, but simply to sit in the classroom with the
high school students who spent all day online with Virtual Arkansas. This increases expenses at
Sparkman without enhancing educational offerings.

All of HGSD’s degradations of class offerings, teaching staff and leadership at Sparkman
were intended to and did directly harm the children of Sparkman. Rather than discharge its legal
duties to provide an adequate education that is the equal of what it offers at Harmony Grove’s
schools, HGSD’s leaders diminished offerings to Sparkman students in an obvious effort to drive
those students to Harmony Grove schools and away from Sparkman. Children are not pawns and
should not be victimized by the machinations of adults, particularly those adults charged with
managing public schools and fostering the educational growth of students.

Despite this increased mistreatment, and despite COVID, which encouraged many students
across the state to opt out of attending school altogether in favor of home schooling, Sparkman
gained 11 students from 2020 to 2021 and still has a net increase in enrollment over 2020.’

8 Exhibit 2, Judy Taylor Resignation Letter.

" As of March 12, 2020, 108 students were enrolled in Sparkman School, according to HGSD. Tr. at 18 (March 12,
2020). The 3Q ADM for Sparkman according to myschoolinfo.arkansas.gov shows 109 students at Sparkman in 2021-
22 and 119 in 2020-21. HGSD incorrectly says in its Petition for Closure of Grades 7-12 that only 97 students are
enrolled in Sparkman School. Petition to the Arkansas State Board of Education for the Closure of Grades 7-12 at 1.



What new reasons does HGSD offer now to close Sparkman high school?

Only one—as of late April 2022, no child had enrolled for Kindergarten at Sparkman. This
is what Dr. Snow told the HGSD board on April 26 and is what he repeated under oath at a court
hearing on June 8. Of course there is no logical reason why Kindergarten enrollment should result
in shutting down all education in grades 7-12.

HGSD recites the legal standard in its Resolution, but it said nothing in its April 26 school
board meeting to develop any reasons why closing 7-12 grades at Sparkman would benefit the
students of the HGSD as a whole. Likewise, HGSD’s Petition for Closure of Grades 7-12 offers
nothing more than conclusory statements and recitations of the legal standard. These unsupported
conclusions do not provide this Board plausible grounds to endorse HGSD’s Petition.

What reasons does HGSD NOT say now?

e Nothing about transportation and travel distances to HGSD, because they have not
gotten any better.

e Nothing about finances, because Dr. Snow told you under oath in 2020 that closing
down the high school would be worse financially for HGSD than keeping
Sparkman open in all grades.

e Nothing about the $3.7 million that HGSD has in unspent ESSER funding,® which
by all rights should be spent in Sparkman as well as Harmony Grove and could be
a huge source of funds to address the learning losses that Sparkman has suffered
during COVID and before, when HGSD imposed online-only education through
Virtual Arkansas at Sparkman high school beginning in 2017.

e Nothing about the funding it receives from Dallas and Clark Counties. Combining
the Clark County and Dallas County revenue® with the state foundation funding®®
and adding in the isolated school funding of a little more than $600,000%!, and not
including categorical funding or other sources, such as ESSER money, HGSD
receives over $1.83 million every year due to the children at Sparkman, every nickel
of which should be spent at Sparkman. This works out to $16,788.99 per child*?,

8 Exhibit 3, ESSER Funding Dashboard.

% In 2021, HGSD received $725,815.52 from Dallas County and $44,760.13 from Clark County for a total of
$770,575.65. This exceeded the 25-mill URT minimum (which applies against foundation funding) by about
$350,000, adding that excess amount to HGSD’s coffers. Exhibit 4, Dallas and Clark County Tax Records.

10 HGSD received $7,018 per student for 119 students according to 3Q 2021 ADM for a total of $854,658 in state
foundation funding for the 2021-22 school year for Sparkman School’s students.

11 HGSD budgeted $568,256.86 in isolated school transportation funding for Sparkman and should receive $487 in
isolated funding for each of the 119 students at Sparkman, another $57,953, for a total of $626,209.86 in isolated
school funding for the 2021-22 school year. Exhibit 5, Isolated Transportation Budget.

12 There were 109 children enrolled in Sparkman School for the 2021-22 school year, according to Sparkman’s 3Q
ADM. Dividing $1.83 million by 109 equals $16,788.99.



e Nothing about the 55 children from Sparkman who attend school in Harmony
Grove rather than Sparkman.’® They seek the opportunities that HGSD has
systematically cut from Sparkman. Adding those children to the rolls at Sparkman
would immediately enhance education at Sparkman. HGSD instead cannibalized
this population to enhance its Harmony Grove offerings.*

Closing 7-12 grades at Sparkman is the wrong answer. Every rural school district in
Arkansas faces challenges. Other districts implement creative solutions to provide a quality
education to their students instead of focusing their efforts on shutting the school down.

Look at Cossatot River School District, which has recognized that isolated schools, like
Umpire in its district, offer a smaller learning environment where teachers and students can get to
know each other and develop education plans that can be tuned to the personal growth of each
student. Does HGSD consider that? No. Cossatot River seeks to increase enrollment at Umpire, a
school smaller than Sparkman, by highlighting the strengths of a small school. Cossatot River has
a clear understanding of the challenges that face an isolated school, particularly with its finances,
but that district approaches the challenge with an open mind and a plan to embrace the benefits of
a small school to attract additional students and reduce financial pressure.™ Cossatot River says it
needs 130 students at Umpire to be successful; we can count more than 160 for Sparkman between
those who currently attend Sparkman and who live in Sparkman but attend Harmony Grove
schools.

The issues of distance, travel and hardship for children and families at an isolated school
do not change, but the opportunities to create a special and close-knit environment at an isolated
school are abundant. A quick step in that direction would be encouraging the 55 Sparkman students
currently attending Harmony Grove to attend Sparkman by evening out the educational
opportunities between the two schools. This would create a foundation to attract even more
students to Sparkman.

There is a clear path to a shorter school week with longer days and a focus on agriculture
that would be meaningful and relevant to the lives of many in Sparkman. This could save money
and increase demand for Sparkman. Judy Taylor presented this plan to this Board two years ago,
only to be hounded out of teaching at Sparkman. Why won’t HGSD even consider this?

The last 5 years unfortunately show a consistent degradation of educational opportunities
of Sparkman students at the hands of HGSD. HGSD betrays a goal to eliminate Sparkman, contrary
to its fiduciary duties to support and provide a free and adequate education there. As of now, HGSD
has taken all teachers away from Sparkman 7-12 grades, yet Dr. Snow says under oath'® that HGSD
is prepared to have school in those grades beginning in August. For HGSD to make that claim

13 Exhibit 6, Student Address Report.

1% According to DESE’s Statewide Information System, HGSD’s district-wide 3Q ADM has dropped from a high of
948 in 2017-18, when HGSD began its campaign against Sparkman, to 874 in 2021-22, even as it has moved a third
of Sparkman students from Sparkman to Harmony Grove schools. HGSD appears to be rearranging deck chairs at
Harmony Grove at the expense of Sparkman.

15 See Exhibit 7, Cossatot River District’s FAQ Document.

16 Tr. of Proceedings June 8, 2022 at 13.



when it has no teachers for those grades is not credible; HGSD has already dismembered 7-12
grades at Sparkman without waiting on this Board. No one is available to teach those students.

B. HGSD Has Violated Three State Laws Trying to Close 7-12 Grades at
Sparkman.

Further, HGSD now ignores and violates Arkansas laws in its rush to eliminate the
Sparkman school for Sparkman students.

First HGSD did not intend to file a petition under the isolated school law.’ Sparkman had
to sue HGSD on June 3 under that law. We had a hearing on June 8 in that case, where the Judge
noted that it was quite clear HGSD had no intention to follow the isolated school law until our
lawsuit was filed. Dr. Snow admitted as much.!® This is against the backdrop of the 2020 State
Board hearing, where Dr. Moore explicitly confirmed with Ms. Freno that the State Board would
have to approve a non-unanimous vote to close the high school at Sparkman.*® Dr. Snow and
members of his board were sitting in the audience. They heard that as well as everyone else sitting
in that room did. Yet, we had to file a lawsuit to get HGSD to recognize it must comply with the
isolated school law in closing grades 7-12 to Sparkman’s students.

Second, when HGSD decided to try to comply with the law, it told the Court falsely that it
had a regular board meeting set for the next night, June 9. That was false because HGSD’s school
calendar showed the next regular meeting was June 16, which was not in time to have the meeting
and get a petition to this Board 30 days before this meeting. The Judge made it clear that he would
prohibit HGSD from shutting down anything at Sparkman unless HGSD filed a petition with this
Board by June 14.%°

Arkansas law requires that regular meetings be set forth in the district’s calendar on its
website at least 10 days before the meeting date. Ark. Code Ann. § 6-13-619(a)(4)(A). The law
also requires that public school districts publish on the district’s website a notice of a rescheduled
regular board meeting at least 24 hours in advance. Ark. Code Ann. 8 6-13-619(a)(4)(B). HGSD’s
school calendar in fact said the next regular meeting was June 16 when HGSD told the Judge it
had a regular meeting on June 9, and this was the case when we filed suit on June 3, when we had
the hearing on June 8, when HGSD met in violation of that statute on June 9, when HGSD had no
meeting on June 16, and when we amended our lawsuit to bring this most recent violation of law
to the attention of the Court on June 21. Now, magically, after we brought this violation to the
attention of the Court, that June 16 regular meeting date is no longer on HGSD’s school calendar
on its website.

Because the June 9 regular meeting violated Arkansas law, we have asked the Judge to
enjoin HGSD from going forward with this Petition because its meeting and everything HGSD’s
board did at that meeting are void. School boards cannot act in a way that exceeds their power

17 Tr. of Proceedings June 8, 2022 at 11.

18 Tr. of Proceedings June 8, 2022 at 19-20.

1 Tr. at 77 (March 12, 2020).

20 “If however, they don’t have this petition filed within the 30 days before that meeting, Mr. Askew, I would invite
you to send me an order, and I will enjoin them from closing the school . . . ” Tr. of Proceedings June 8, 2022 at 19.

6



under the law.?! Yet that is what HGSD did in its effort to shut down grades 7-12 to Sparkman
students who report for school a little more than a month from now.

The Judge was not able to hear us on that issue until July 20, and we have a hearing then.
The violation of law is clear, and we think the consequences of that legal violation are also clear.
If the Judge prevents HGSD from shutting down Sparkman high school, then nothing you do on
its Petition will be effective. If this Board approves HGSD’s Petition against the backdrop of
HGSD’s multiple violations of state law, then Sparkman will have a right of review under the
Administrative Procedures Act. Sparkman is prepared to exercise that right for its students.

Third, HGSD’s real plan is to shut Sparkman entirely, not just in grades 7-12. It does not
reveal this plan to this Board, but it has already put it in action by giving notice to adjoining
districts. This brings up the third legal violation by HGSD.

After the 2020 hearing on HGSD’s effort to close Sparkman, the Legislature amended the
law on voluntary annexation of small school districts to require the receiving district to provide a
notice of at least one year to all school districts adjoining the absorbed district if the receiving
district wanted to close a school in the 20 years after the consolidation.?? The law applies to closure
of an entire school. HGSD has sent that letter to all the districts surrounding Sparkman, stating it
intends to close the entire school at Sparkman in one year.?®

The purpose of the law is to let one of the adjoining districts enter the scene and petition
this Board to reverse the annexation into HGSD and annex Sparkman into its district, where the
Sparkman students, tax base and funding would be valued and wanted. As is clear, that process
would require a year. For this reason, HGSD the law requires that HGSD must wait before it closes
Sparkman school to Sparkman students.

HGSD has not waited. It has already hollowed out the high school down to 7th grade by
removing all the teachers.?* It seeks to close down those grades permanently.?® By doing this,
HGSD dramatically changes the proposition for a neighboring school district in considering
whether to seek to reverse the consolidation of Sparkman into HGSD and to take Sparkman and
its students into its own district. HGSD does not disclose this critical factor to this Board in its
Petition.

Why does HGSD do this? It seems clear that HGSD has had a 5-year plan to shut down
Sparkman school, force Sparkman students to travel back and forth to Harmony Grove every day

2L Exhibit 8, Brief in Support of Supplemental Motion for Preliminary Injunction.

22 «A receiving district that received an affected district as a result of a voluntary administrative annexation under §
6-13-1601 et seq. shall notify all contiguous public school districts of its intent to close a public school campus that is
part of an affected district a minimum of one (1) year before the closure of the public school campus.” Ark. Code Ann.
8 6-13-1416(h)(1). “An affected district under subdivision (h)(1) of this section shall have been the result of a
voluntary administrative annexation under § 6-13-1601 et seq. that occurred no more than twenty (20) years ago.”
Ark. Code Ann. § 6-13-1416(h)(2).

23 Exhibit 9, HGSD Letter to Contiguous Districts.

24 «Q. So the cupboard’s bare when it comes to teachers for Sparkman High School for next year. Right? A. Yes, sir.”
Tr. of Proceedings June 8, 2022 at 13-14.

%5 “[P]etition to the State Board of Education to partially close the Sparkman Campus (grades 7-12).” Petition to the
Arkansas State Board of Education for the Closure of Grades 7-12 at 1.
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for a public education, and keep the Dallas and Clark County tax bases that go with Sparkman for
itself.2® To achieve this purpose, HGSD has systematically degraded the education at Sparkman,
removed athletics and programs like Future Farmers of America (“FFA”), and forced children and
parents in Sparkman to choose between the meager offerings at Sparkman or opportunities at
Harmony Grove. A child from Sparkman who wants to play football, baseball, or cheer has no
choice but to go to Harmony Grove or some other district.

By stripping the tax base out of Dallas and Clark Counties and degrading Sparkman, HGSD
enriches itself at the expense of the good people of Dallas and Clark Counties and the children of
those counties whose education that tax base supports.

The law prohibits this in cases of voluntary annexation. Rather than let the receiving district
do what HGSD has done to Sparkman here, the law requires HGSD to give other districts the fair
chance to assess and decide whether to take in Sparkman in all its parts, including tax base,
community and all students. HGSD violates that law by seeking to shut down half of Sparkman
before surrounding districts can even assess the matter. HGSD conceals this from this Board, once
again requiring Sparkman to call out HGSD.

There is no good reason why HGSD must be in such a hurry to dismember Sparkman. The
law says it cannot act in this preemptive manner. There is no good reason for HGSD to conceal its
plan from this Board. HGSD’s Petition to this Board violates the one-year law, and Sparkman is
prepared to make this another ground for judicial review under the Administrative Procedures Act
if necessary to protect 7-12 grade students.

The situation before this Board is a sad and abysmal one. This Board cannot force HGSD
to treat Sparkman’s students, staff, and community with respect and decency, but this Board need
not and should not reward HGSD’s harsh and unrelenting mistreatment of Sparkman students and
HGSD’s willingness to break the law in its effort to strip out the tax base and revenues from
Sparkman while shutting down education for students at Sparkman’s isolated school. HGSD knew
Sparkman’s situation when it voluntarily annexed Sparkman and its students by mutual agreement
in 2005; now HGSD seeks to change that agreement by depriving Sparkman students their isolated
school. HGSD’s conduct is shameful. Sparkman’s students and community deserve better.

CONCLUSION

The legal standard for closing isolated schools is the best interest of the students of the
district as a whole. HGSD could not meet that standard two years ago when it sought to close the
entire Sparkman School and it cannot meet that burden today. Two years ago this Board gave
HGSD an opportunity to find creative solutions to provide the students of Sparkman School with
the educational opportunities that they are entitled to receive and which HGSD is required to
provide as an adequate education. HGSD did not do that and instead continued its efforts to
systematically degrade the education offered to students at Sparkman School. This Board should
not condone HGSD for deliberately degrading the education of children who reside in Dallas and
Clark Counties.

% For example, in 2021, HGSD received $725,815.52 from Dallas County and $44,760.13 from Clark County for a
total of $770,575.65.



HGSD belatedly seeks permission to shut down the High School at Sparkman one month
before students report to school and while adjoining districts assess Sparkman to determine
whether to petition this Board to unwind the annexation with HGSD. This Board should provide
time for the surrounding districts to assess Sparkman in its entirety. That is what the law requires
and that is what is in the best interests of the students in the district. Closing 7-12 grade education
to students at Sparkman is not in the best interests of students, and HGSD brought this Petition in
violation of Arkansas law. This Board should deny HGSD’s Petition and provide Sparkman and
its students a fair opportunity to move forward without HGSD.
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( UNANI MOUS CHORUS OF AYES)
CHAI RMAN ZOOK:  Qpposed?
Thank you, Ms. Link.
MS. LINK: Thank you.
PETI TI ON FOR CLOSURE OF | SOLATED SCHOOL - HARMONY GROVE
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MS. FRENO Thank you. Lori Freno, Division of
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The Harnmony Grove School District has -- seeks
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to close its Sparkman K-12 canpus, which is an
i sol ated school as defined under Arkansas |law. The
Arkansas Code Annotated 6-20-602 affords two
di fferent ways that an isolated school can be cl osed:
ei ther by a unani nous vote of the |ocal board of
directors or, if it's not unaninous, if it is
approved by the majority of the State Board of
Education. In the present case, the mgjority of
Har mony Grove -- of the Harnony G ove Board of
Directors voted to close it, but it was not
unani nous; it was only 5-2. That is why this is
before you-all today.

A local board of directors nust file a -- a
| ocal board of directors that wants to close an
i sol ated canpus nust file a petition within 30 days
prior to a State Board neeting where they're asking
for the State Board to consider the matter. |In this
case, the Harnony G ove School District has filed
that petition and it is before you today.

This Board has the authority to approve or
di sapprove the petition, but only shall approve the
petition if it finds that the closure will be in the
best interest of the students in the school district
as a whole and that the closure will not have any

negative inpact on desegregation efforts or that it
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will not violate any federal court -- valid federa
court orders. And, again, the Harnmony G ove School
District has filed a tinely petition and has
requested a hearing before this Board.

And if | may, | will go over the hearing
procedures at this tine.

CHAI RVAN ZOOK: Pl ease.

M5. FRENO All persons wishing to testify
shoul d be placed under oath. That does not include
the | awers; just non-lawers. The spokesperson for
t he petitioning school district shall have a total of
15 mnutes to present the school district's remarks.
The State Board may allow nore than 15 mnutes if it
deens necessary. The spokesperson for any individua
or group of citizens that opposes the petition shal
have a total of 15 mnutes to present the remarks of
the individual or group of citizens. The State Board
may allow nore than 15 mnutes, if it deens
necessary. The spokespersons for the petitioning
school district shall have a total of 5 mnutes to
present cl osing remarks, which may be extended. And,
i kewi se, the -- any -- oh, no -- the spokesperson
for the petitioning school district shall have a
total of 5 mnutes to present closing remarks, and

the State Board may grant additional tine, as
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necessary. After that, the Board deliberates upon
the matter and will either approve or deny the
school's petition. |If it deens necessary, the State

Board may take the matter under advi sement and
announce its decision at a |later date, provided that
al | discussions, deliberations, and votes upon the
matter take place in a public hearing.

And if no one has any questions, | wll then
turn it over to the petitioning district.

CHAI RVAN ZOOK:  Okay. And before you do that,
want to nmake sure that the people who have signed up
know that their tinme is not wthin that 15 m nutes.
That will be after both sides present their case and
before we nake a final vote on this decision, if we
make one today, so --

MS. FRENO That is correct, Ms. Zook

CHAI RVAN ZOOK:  Okay. And | also want to
acknow edge as we al ways appreci ate our
Representatives and Senators for being here. W have
Representati ve Wonmack and Vaught, and al so Senat or
Mal och, and we do appreciate you being here. And if
| have overl ooked an elected official at the
Legi slature, please notion to me and I'll try to
acknow edge you as well.

M5. FRENO Ckay. Any other questions?
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CHAI RMAN ZOOK: |I's everyone ready? And anybody
have any questions of M. Freno?

Thank you.

Ckay. Be sure and identify yourself.

SUPT. SNOW  Yes, ma'am

CHAI RMAN ZOOK: Ckay. And | need to swear you
in -- and anyone el se who plans to give testinony
needs to stand, raise your right hand. Do you swear
or affirmthat the testinony you' re about to give
shall be the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but
the truth?

( SPEAKERS ANSWERED AFFI RVATI VELY)

CHAI RMAN ZOOK:  Thank you.

CASE BY THE PETI TI ONI NG DI STRI CT

SUPT. SNOW All right. M nanme is Al bert Snow.
' mthe Superintendent of Education of the Harnony
G ove School District, outside of Canden, Arkansas.

|*"'mhere today to petition the State Board to
cl ose the Sparkman K-12 canpus.

|*ve only been onboard as superintendent since
July of 2019 -- no, excuse ne -- July of 2018; so
|'ve been there a year and ei ght nonths now

| started this process last year, in the fall
| had went up to Sparkman and had a neeting with the

faculty up there. | told themthere were three nmain
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issues with the Sparkman canpus: test scores -- and |
also told themtw of themthey didn't really have a
| ot of control over. Test scores was the first one,
and that was something that they could control; the
second one was enrollnment; and the third was teacher
retention. Didn't get -- you'll hear a | ot about the
finances, and there was a good bit of that in your --
in the petition packet that you received. That was
not my main concern when | started this.

(COURT REPORTER S NOTE: Supt. Snow picks up the
remote to begin his PowerPoint presentation.)

Al right. Sonebody m ght have to show nme which
one of these -- there we go.

CHAI RMAN ZOOK:  There you go.

SUPT. SNOW Al right. M nmain concern when we
started this was the state of academi cs at the
Spar kman canmpus. As you can see here, for the | ast
three years Sparkman El enentary had an F report card
for two years -- an F report card at the elementary
school . Sparkman Hi gh School has had a D for the
past three years. This is the very definition of a
failing school. They'd had two F's in a row when
took over. GCkay. | went up to the canpus and tal ked
to the faculty about what they needed to do with

these issues and | nmade a commtnent to help the
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Spar kman canpus as nuch as possible as long as | was
superintendent of a school district, and | wll
continue to do so. | took advantage of every
specialist that | could, worked in conjunction with
the co-op. They have math, science, literacy
specialists that we were able to use just for the
price of being in their consortium so it didn't cost
us a great deal of nobney. | also contracted with
E2E, a consultant firmthat |I'd used when | was the
superi ntendent at Fordyce -- and, of course, that
cost a good bit of nobney. | nmade a conmtment to
give themhelp. GCkay. They did raise their test
scores to a Cin one year. They got an award from
CEP, fromthe University of Arkansas, for Bridging
the Gap and they are to be commended for that.
That's true. | amnot sure -- well, the high school
--and I'll talk nore about it inalittle bit -- has
made no progress in three years, and that's nostly
due to the situation at the high school, and I'll get
into that further

As you can see there, Harnmony G ove El enmentary
and Harnmony G ove Hi gh School, we've been at a B
| evel for years, okay, and we're constantly striving
there to get to the Alevel. A couple of those years

we m ssed being an A by a handful of points, so
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there's nothing wong with the academ cs at the
Har nrony G ove canpus.

Now t he public comments and probably fromthe
response to nme, the official response you'll hear --
nostly what you hear is about the finances, how they
don't think our figures are right. They're saying we
do things wong, we're msusing noney. You'll hear
about the Dallas County noney. One thing |I want to
make sure the Board understands is Sparkman was
consol i dated 15 years ago. There's not been a
Spar kman School District in 15 years. So to separate
Dal  as County noney is really not germane to this
process. There's Harnony G ove noney and taxes and
S0- on.

When you hear public coments, |'msure you're
going to hear a ot of very passionate people. No
one wants to |l ose their community school, and |
appreciate that. Gkay. | think sonme of this -- |
woul d' ve liked to have seen all this passion when we
had an F grade at the elenentary two years in a row
-- okay -- and not a lot of schools in the state wl|
get that kind of grade.

The other -- another issue that we tal ked about
was declining enrollnment, okay, and that's one of the

t hi ngs teachers don't have a whole | ot of control
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over. These figures are from March 6, for the past
three years. Ckay. The figure | used for the 33 up
there -- the first year that | took over -- after 10
days we drop all the no-shows. There were 142
students at the Sparkman canpus in August of 2018.
Today, as of this norning there are 108 students at
t he Sparkman canpus. That's 34 students froma year
and eight nonths. ay. That's a huge problem and
that's where -- and if you'll |ook back, it's going
down every year. That's not sonething that's unusua
to Sparkman and Harnmony G ove district. GCkay.
That's all over south Arkansas. There's a |ot of
schools with the sanme problem But that's where the
financial end raised its head. GCkay. You can't |ose
34 students in a year and renmain financially viable.
Ckay. It started with me tal king about this with
academ cs. Now, finance is a big question here.

kay. Now they will argue that 20 of them cane
to the Harnony G ove canpus, and that's true. Ckay.
My question there is why are the students |eaving the
Spar kman canmpus and coming to the Harnmony G ove
canmpus. | think that's a sign that they're | ooking
for a better quality education, which can be provided
there. They will say differently. GCkay. They'l

say -- one of the interrogatories we got wanted to
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know how nuch noney we'd spent on recruiting students
from Sparkman. The answer was, "Zero." W don't
actively recruit students to Sparkman. Yes, we have
things that they don't have on the Sparkman canpus;
sports is one. A lot of people -- people that do
conme down even now, sonme of themcone to play sports.
We al so have nore academ c opportunities. But like |
said, I'll discuss the high school again in a m nute.
The other problemthat | originally tal ked about
was teacher retention. Al right. That doesn't | ook
too bad, the nunbers there. But when you | ook at 15
certified positions -- the year | canme onboard, '18-
19, there were five newhires in the certified
positions. That's a third of the faculty. That's
why -- one of the reasons was no continuity with the
teaching staff and it makes it hard to keep up
academ ¢ standards when you're constantly bringing
new-hires in. And |I've been in schools |ike these
before, ny previous school. W hire teachers every
year. W hire people from Henderson State,
Ar kadel phia, and they conme in and get a year or two
of experience, and then they go back hone. Hot
Springs -- okay, Hot Springs has got a whole lot nore
to offer than Fordyce, Arkansas, or Sparkman,

Arkansas. So what we becone is a training ground for
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ot her people's schools. W lost four this year.

Now, that's -- | did add a new position. W had a
nmusi c teacher retire and | added anot her el enmentary
position to do away with a bl ended class. W had 3rd
and 4th grade in the sane class, which is not a good
situation. |I'mgoing to have to do nore of that if

t he Board chooses to keep it open. [|'mgoing to have
to cut finances sonewhere and that would be one of
the places that | would start.

Al right. Let's talk about the financial
issue. In all the material you've seen fromthe
Sparkman faction, | don't think they say anything
about the pay raises comng down the pike. W've
been fortunate at Harnony G ove that our pay scale
was above the state mninmum Legislature has
mandated it be raised to $36,000 for -- in four
years. Now we've been fortunate. GCkay. W' ve been
fortunate that we've had above that. Al right.

For the next two years, we're going to have to raise
the pay scale $1,000 a time. GCkay. The State will
give us noney for that for two years, and then it
goes away. Ckay. You all heard about the $60
mllion that they allocated for the teacher pay

rai ses. That goes away in the fifth year. Ckay.

Har nony Grove is not going to be the only school

Sharon K. Hill, CCR
(501) 680-0888




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N RN N NN R R R R R R R R R
g N W N P O © 0O N o o0 M W N Rk O

- March 12, 2020

21

district with financial problens because of that pay
raise. It's kind of like the perfect storm here.
The m ni num wage increase is going up as well.

W -- | talked to Cindy Smth at the Depart nent
of Fiscal Services. She may be in the audience
tonight. She had a letter that was in ny petition
saying that she agreed with the figures. Her words
were, "Harnony G ove is a stable school district
financially right now. But there are glaring issues
that nmust be addressed with the finances." Ckay. |
know how t hat works. As soon as you get a little
drop in your |egal balance, Fiscal Services wants to
know what's going on; "You're in early stage alert,
fiscal distress.” Ckay. It's ny job as
superintendent to see that Harnony G ove never gets
there -- okay -- never gets to early
intervention/fiscal distress. And you will hear the
Sparkman faction say, "He's not taking in the
students in Sparkman into consideration.” Yes, | am
I'mtaking all of the kids in our school district
into consideration. Okay. W probably have 70
students already from Sparkman that go to our canpus
every day.

Al right. M tine is running out.

CHAI RVAN ZOOK:  You have two-and-a-half m nutes.
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SUPT. SNOW Ckay. This just speaks to the
efficiency of the school -- school district.

Sparkman El ementary -- and | think this is a powerful
slide -- Sparkman El ementary has 56 students in K-6,
with seven teachers. Second grade at Harnony G ove
El ementary has 69 students in 2nd grade with three
teachers. W've got over 75 in 6th grade, with three
teachers. The average cl ass size at Sparkman

El ementary is eight; average class size in Harnony

G ove Elenentary is 19. You can see that that's not
a very efficient allocation of resources. Sparknan
people will say, "Ch, we |love the small classes."”

Vel l, we do; everybody does. Ckay. But we can't
have that at Harnony Grove. W don't need to have it
at Sparkman either.

Anot her thing you'll hear is the students --
well, this is the difference. W're spending nore --
al nrost $2800 nore per student to educate students at
t he Spar kman canpus than on students at the Harnony
Grove canpus. Again, that's not sustainable for the
finances of the district.

You will hear that Sparkman students will be on
the bus for two hours. That's not going to happen.
kay. |If you know geography in south Arkansas, you

can get to Little Rock in two hours. Okay. W' ve

Sharon K. Hill, CCR
(501) 680-0888




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N RN N NN R R R R R R R R R
g N W N P O © 0O N o o0 M W N Rk O

- March 12, 2020

23

plotted it out, Google Maps. The farthest househol d

in the Harmony Grove district is 41 mnutes fromthe

Spar kman canmpus. Okay. Now that's driving in your

car,

a bus route is going to be longer than that.

W' ve been working since this started to figure out

the bus routes. GCkay. You'll hear that we have no

pl an.

| don't have one on paper, but this discussion

has been going on. W do have all the houses plotted

out .

Thi s di scussion --
[ TI MER BELL RI NGS]
SUPT. SNOW -- has been going on.
All right.
CHAI RMAN ZOOK:  You'll have 5 extra m nutes at

t he end.

turn

SUPT. SNOW  Yes, ma'am
CHAI RMAN ZOCK:  Ckay.
SUPT. SNOW Al right.
(COURT REPORTER S NOTE: Supt. Snow tries to
of f the PowerPoint.)
SUPT. SNOW Well, there we go. Thank you.
CHAI RMAN ZOCK:  Yeabh.
CASE BY THE OPPOCSI TI ON
MR ASKEW |'m Jess Askew for the Cpponents who

are from Spar kman.

The Harnmony Grove District has the privilege and
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the duty to provide a fair and adequate education to
the children fromd ark County and Dallas County, as
wel | as Quachita County. And that duty includes
speci al nmoney for isolated schools and protections
for isolated schools. And we have to have isol ated
schools protected to prevent the creation of
education deserts in |ocations and places in our
state. If we have a place w thout a school
avai l abl e, then we don't have adequate educati on,
unl ess we start using helicopters to transport
children to schools. W have to keep isolated
school s open. That's what the law requires, the
constitution requires.

Har mony Grove does not account for the $300, 000
that we noted. That's the difference between the
i sol ated noney that it receives and what it has
reported in Dr. HIl's -- Norman Hi|l's nunbers.
Har mony Grove does not account for the $365, 000 every
year it receives in tax noney above URT from O ark
County and Dallas County. It punishes Sparkman on
this enrollnent issue, while admtting that 70
students from Sparkman who coul d cure that problem
are at Harnony G ove. | did not hear a single
reference to isolated schools fromDr. Snow -- not a

singl e one. Finances, sure. Performance, sure. But
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this is a special situation for an isolated school;
it's in the best interest of all the children in the
school district -- | did not hear that. He talks
about things that adults and adm nistrators worry
about: noney, convenience to adults. Well, we know
t hat when adm nistrators start tal ki ng about making
their lives easier, they may not be rising to the
chal l enge that is required to neet the best interest
of our students and our children. It requires

creativity, it requires courage, and it requires new

efforts. Certainly, | hear Harnony G ove equals "us
and "we." | heard this several tines, "we at Harnony
G ove," "our people,"” "our teachers.” And then

heard Sparkman, "they," "them" \Wat Dr. Snow has

done is inpeach his managenment of his district and

t he resources that Harnony G ove has given and

applied at Sparkman. That is not a basis to w pe out

an isolated school and create an education desert.
You'll hear fromMs. Walker, a retired teacher;

you wll hear fromMs. Taylor, who's got a creative

pl an for keeping the Sparkman school open; and you

wi || hear from Senator Ml och, who will talk about

i sol ated schools fromhis perspective in the CGenera

Assenbly. We will take questions at the end, if you

wi sh.  Thank you.
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MRS. WALKER: Thanks to the Little Rock School
Board of Education for ny allotted tinme to speak on
behal f of Sparkman Schools. For thirty --

CHAI RVAN ZOOK:  Okay. If you will identify
yoursel f .

MRS. WALKER: For 39 years --

CHAI RMAN ZOOK:  If you will identify yourself.

MRS. WALKER.  Ckay. |'m Bobbie Wl ker. Yes, |
t hought | said that.

On January 16, 2020, the Harmony G ove Schoo
Board voted 5-to0-2 to close the Sparkman School in
Dal  as County and bus its students to the Harnony
Grove canpus in Quachita County. Qur conmmunity is
asking for your help in preventing this closure.

In every small town, the school is the heart of
every comunity. Friday night ballganmes, athletic
banquets, honmecom ng activities are a few of the
events that once brought our community together.
Wthout a vision the people perish, and wthout a
school the conmmunity loses its identity.

W have al ways been a snmall school, but we have
recei ved recognition academ cally and athletically.
Most important, even though we are snmall in size and
| ow on resources we've put out sone extraordinary

fine young people who've gone on to make inportant
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contributions in the fields of education, nedicine,
| aw, business, journalism various trades, and the
list goes on. Geat things have been and can
continue to be acconplished in a small school .

One big concern and pressing probl em our
students will encounter if our school is closed is
t hat some of our students wll be on the bus for two
hours in the nmorning and two hours in the afternoon,
| eaving hone in the dark and returning hone in the
dark during the winter nonths; getting up and getting
dressed at 5:00 a.m to ride a school bus |eaving at
6:00 a.m According to a national sleep study,
children ages 5 through 10 need nine to ten hours of
sl eep. To each of you, inmagine putting your child or
your grandchild on a bus at 6:00 a.m and riding the
bus for two hours. For sonme, a need to use the
bat hroom many deprived of enough sleep to function
successfully or academcally and to pay ful
attention in class.

In addition to a long bus ride twce a day, the
youngest of our students do not need to be so far
fromtheir parents in case of an energency and
there's a need to be picked up in a hurry. W have
speci al needs students. Many are on nedi cati on and

many depend on the school to help with their
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nmedi cation, causing some to be forced into a
difficult nmedical schedule that may affect their
medi cal needs.

Qur teachers are doing a fantastic job. This
school year our elenentary students ranked second in
the state for academc growmh. Also, earlier this
year, our high school students received recognition
fromthe Ofice for Education Policy at the
Uni versity of Arkansas for Beating the Gdds in math,
Beating the Odds overall, and Beating the Odds in
ELA. In a study on rethinking the school closure,
Mara Casey Ti eken, Associ ate Professor of Education,
has done a study on the negative short-terminpact of
school closure on students. The evidence is well-
docunent ed; students' test scores and grade-point
average tend to fall in the year before and
i mredi ately after closure. Socially, closure can
di srupt students' relationship with peers and
teachers and | ead to students' confusion, depression,
an increase in absenteeism and parental involvenent
decrease. Psychol ogical affects on our students is
anot her maj or concern. For several years now, the
threat of closure has hung over the heads of both the
faculty and the student body of the Sparkman School .

This has led to | ow norale on canpus and resulted in
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the slow mgration of our students to neighboring
school s, as Sparkman parents have tried to protect
their children fromthe stress of the uncertain fate
of their school .

School cl osing can be destructive economcally
and socially in many rural comunities. |t can
represent a |l oss of the community's |argest
enpl oyers. Mara Tieken's study al so included a
comment by a former resident, and | quote, "Wen a
school closed, it becanme a ghost town."

Finally, one inportant finding about school
closure, closures are not evenly distributed. Most
studi es show that they disproportionately affect poor
comunities and comunities of color. Lowincone
residents may not have adequate transportati on and
finance to get to parent-teacher conferences. And
many students rely on schools to provide their daily
neal s. Making a long bus ride would be really
grueling. Current evidence suggests that school
closure can often bring nore harmthan benefits for
students and the comunity.

Today, | beg, | plead, and | sincerely pray that
each of you will prayerfully consider giving us the
opportunity to keep our school wth the plan that

Ms. Taylor has to present. "I can do all things
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t hrough Chri st which strengthen ne."

M5. TAYLOR. Good norning. M nane is Judy
Taylor and |I'm here representing the teachers and
staff at Sparkman School .

Wiile they would all love to be here today, they
are back at Sparkman | oving on our students and
hel ping themrealize their dreans through education.
On behalf of all the faculty and staff at Sparknman,
we want to thank you for listening to our plans and
for finding value in us and in our students.

' mnot from Sparkman; |'mfrom Harnmony G ove.
|'ma third-generation Hornet. |'mthe first to
admt that | took a teaching job at Sparkman as a way
to get in at HG -- but what | found at Sparkman was
sonething | couldn't have found there. Wth the
smal | class sizes at Sparkman | got to really know ny
students, not just their favorite colors or what they
want to be when they grow up, but | got to |earn each
of their learning styles. |I'mable to differentiate
instruction for each of nmy students and hel p them
reach their full potential. This is one of the many
reasons we were able to score second in the state
| ast year for growh. | had students who went up as
many as seven grade levels in math | ast year al one.

You may be wondering why they were | ow when | got
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them |t was a product of decisions nmade by past

adm nistrations to save noney. For exanple, my 6th
graders | ast year had been in a conbined grade the
year before and solely taught by MobyMax for the two
years prior. These decisions to combine grades, have
an online curriculum as well as other decisions nmade
by adm ni strations may have saved on the bottomline,
but it did not help our students.

Qur school is small and with small schools cone
inefficiencies. Wile sone of these can't be
overcome w thout changes at the state |evel, such as
provi ding waivers for faculty or staff to wear
multiple hats, there are things that are wthin the
current |laws that can be done to nake a small school
run more efficiently w thout conbining grades.
Keeping all of this in mnd, we sat down, |ooked at
the certifications our great staff has, and worked
out a schedule where we could trimour staff by 14%
wi t hout conbining grades, as well as noving somne
teachers to the high school for both English and
math. This will give our students a teacher in every
subject area that is tested, except science. |If you
were not aware, grades 9-12 at Sparkman are currently
using Virtual Arkansas for all of their classes,

except nusic, art, and P.E
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Anot her way we have | ooked into saving noney and
hel pi ng our students and comunity is to go to a
four-day school week. W feel this would draw
students through School Choice and help our famlies
who rely on ol der students to assist financially by
having a job. As you know, Kirby went to a four-day
week this year and not only has it been physically
advant ageous by cutting transportation and food costs
by up to 20% they have al so gai ned over 20 students.

When Dr. Snow proposed to close Sparkman, he
gave us three reasons:

First, he said that if we didn't make changes
our costs would be $1.24 nmillion next year and we
woul d only bring in $950,000. These figures did not
take into account the isolated transportati on noney
that is used district-wide for buses or cars, nor did
it take into account the surplus mllage that is paid
by Dallas and dark County residents of over $350, 000
per year. By making the staff changes and going to a
four-day week we would remain profitable, even
W t hout the tax or earmarked funds.

The second reason given for closure is the | ow
academ c scores in the high school. Wile our high
school does have an ESSA score of a D and is ranked

257th in the state, Bearden is 256th and Gurdon is

Sharon K. Hill, CCR
(501) 680-0888




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N RN N NN R R R R R R R R R
g N W N P O © 0O N o o0 M W N Rk O

- March 12, 2020

33

242nd. As you see, we're very conparable to our area
hi gh schools. Al so, our ACT average is 19.1, which
isright inline wwth the state at a 19. 3.

The third reason given for the closure is our
| oss of students. In the |ast year we have | ost over
20 students, but these students didn't nove. Last
year Harnony Grove started running buses in Sparkman.
Currently, we have 69 students who ride the bus from
Spar kman to Harnmony G ove.

This continued threat of closure, no teachers in
t he high school, and conbi ned cl asses are the
underlyi ng reasons we have | ost students.

[ TI MER BELL RI NGS]

M5. TAYLOR W firmy believe this plan
addresses all of these issues and will give parents
confidence to re-enroll their children at Sparkman.

|'msure you're aware that Sparkman is isol ated

CHAI RMAN ZOOK:  Your tine is up, and we're going
to let the Senator speak. Sorry. | knowit's hard
when you have nultiple speakers to stay in the tine,
but we are |istening.

SENATOR MALCCH:  Thank you, Madam Chair, Menbers
of the Board. M nane is Bruce Maloch. |'mthe

State Senator for District 12, which includes
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Sparkman and all of Dallas County. Representative
Rich Wonmack is also here. | appreciate just a couple
or three mnutes that you would grant to the public.

First of all, Iet me acknow edge the chal |l enges
that | know the Harnony Grove District has, both
academcally and financially, as many of our rural
districts around the state have. But it's the
responsibility of the State to provide an adequate
education, and all of us -- we don't want just
adequat e; we want an excellent education. And so
t hose we hope are being addressed.

W' ve gone through the years of consolidation,
and | know we're not tal king about a consolidation
here; we're tal king about splitting off. But it's
still -- or closing a school. But it's still an
i sol ated school. Now when that happened a nunber of
years ago, when they dropped bel ow 350, | don't know
whet her it was a shotgun weddi ng or whether it was a
celebration, but that's beside the point. W're here
and we're having to address sone of the issues and
t he chal | enges that they have.

We're comng to the point though in Arkansas
froma policy perspective that the distance
chal | enges that we're going to have on cl osing sone

of our rural isolated districts is going to present a
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challenge. And | think it also affects negatively on
t he academ c performance of these children

Now Dr. Snow nentioned the length of time or the
mleage to Harnony Grove. | live in the Emerson
School District -- actually now it's Emerson-Tayl or-
Bradley; so I'mfamliar wth these consolidations.
Now, fortunately, those all have K-12 at each of
t hose | ocations. Their nunbers are a little bit
better. M grandchildren live five mles from
Enerson School. Their school bus ride is 30 m nutes
because the bus goes down this road and that road.
And so that is an issue that we do have to consider

Froma policy standpoint also | think the State
is going to have to do nore for isolated districts.
| know we have isolated funding; | know we have sone
addi tional transportation funding. But we're going
to get to the point with sone of these isolated
school s where even our fornmula is going to have to
allow nore funds for a | ower teacher-to-student
rati o, because it's just going to get to the point
where we can't keep transporting students. Now
follow ng the Lake View ruling in 2003 we had the
adequacy study to create the funding formula. Since
that tinme, for the nost part -- not exactly, but for

the nost part we just tweaked that fornmula based on
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t he Consumer Price Index. That's not exact, but
that's basically what we've done. |n Decenber of
this year, we authorized a new i ndependent study to
be done throughout this year -- and | think part of
that study necessarily will look at sone of these
isolated districts, sonme of the higher costs, and
some of the responsibility that the State has to
continue to provide an adequate education to
students, regardl ess of where they live.

CHAI RMAN ZOOK:  You have about 15 seconds.

SENATOR MALOCH: Okay. Sone alternatives have
been listed, sone nentioned. | would ask that you
consi der those. | know Representative Wmack, Rich
Wmack, Representative --

[ TI MER BELL RI NGS]

SENATOR MALOCCH:  -- Vaught is here. She has
rural districts. And other Representatives in the
area woul d ask you to consider those and at |east a
delay to see if sone of these options work. Thank
you for your consideration.

CHAI RMAN ZOCK:  Thank you.

Ckay. You have five nore m nutes.

SUPT. SNOW Al right. | amgoing to respond
to some of these that you just heard.

| think sonebody questioned nmy courage about
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taking the easy way out by closing a school. If this
is the easy way, | sure don't want to see the hard
way. This is a very hard process and it's worn on ne
for months now Ckay. | don't think I've had a good
night's sleep in four or five nonths.

Let's tal k about isolated funds a little bit.

For this school year we received $300,000 in isolated
transportation funding -- isolated transportation. |
cannot spend that on salaries. The school district
spends over a mllion dollars on salaries at

Spar kman. Now we do get isolated funding that we can
use, and that was about $120,000. That will pay for
about three teachers on that canpus. kay.

You heard sonme things, we were m susing noney
fromdark and Dallas County. | want to rem nd
everybody for the past -- forever Harnmony G ove
School District is under Legislative Audit every
school year. |If we were msusing fund noney,
Legi sl ative Audit would ve told us about it. That's
their job. They spend at |east six weeks on our
canpus every year |ooking for sonething to tell us
we' re doi ng wong.

| do want to nention a little bit of the
history. Well, | want to tal k about the high school

for just a mnute. Al core classes and nost
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el ectives in grades 9-12 are taken on conputer
t hrough an online provider, Virtual Arkansas.
Students take seven online classes per day. That
nmeans they sit in a conputer [ab and work online from
the time they get to school till the time they |eave.
| believe high school should be nore than that.
There is much nore to a high school education than
sitting in a classroominteracting wwth a teacher
half the state away. GCkay. And you can see by our
letter grades there it's not working very well. One
of the conmttee nenbers came to ne and he said,
"Well, it works fine for ny kids." kay. He said,
"That's what colleges are doing." Well, colleges
nostly are adults by that tine. GCkay. And | can
tell you it does not work for all students; the good
students, yes -- but even they tell nme it's hard to
keep organi zed when you're taking that many online
cl asses a day. Now for the average student and the
bel ow average student seven online classes is not
working real well. Okay.

| want to mention Kingsland in Ceveland County,
which is a neighboring -- it's close to Dallas County
whi ch takes in part of Sparkman. This board cl osed
t hat school |ast year. Kingsland El ementary School

had 71 students at that tinme; their letter grade was
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also a Cat that time, and they had even been
recogni zed as a National Blue Ri bbon School and had a
MI1liken scholar teacher at that school. And it was
cl osed |l ast year for reasons nuch |ike we're doing.
It wasn't exactly the same. kay. All situations
are different. They were already under early
intervention alert fromFiscal Services for fisca
distress. Al right.

CHAI RMAN ZOOK:  You have one minute.

SUPT. SNOW You al so heard sone things about we
could do this or we could do that -- four-day
wor kweek, draw kids in from School Choice. School
Choi ce doesn't save an isolated school. Ckay.

One proposal was to start an ag program |ike
t hey have at Centerpoint. Yes, it's successful.
They are drawi ng kids there at Centerpoint, but
they've had that programfor a long tine and they
were not in danger of closing. GCkay. So that's not
-- there's a lot of other things. W provide a good
qual ity education on the Harnmony G ove canpus and we
wi |l take care of every child. W' ve already nade
pl ans on how -- what we're going to do with the
Sparkman children at the elenentary school. W're
going to nmake sure we have a buddy system where --

[ TI MER BELL RI NGS|
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SUPT. SNOWN  Anyway - -

CHAI RMAN ZOOK: It's all right. You can take a
little bit |onger --

SUPT. SNOW Does the Board have --

CHAI RMAN ZOCK: -- because | gave them sone
time.

SUPT. SNOW -- questions or is that going to be
| ater?

CHAI RMAN ZOOK:  That will be later.

SUPT. SNOW  Ckay.

CHAI RMAN ZOOK:  Okay, Board. Do you want me to
start on one end and then -- or do you -- let ne
start down here.

Ms. McAdoo, do you have any specific questions
on this? 1'll come back to you if you don't.

MS. MCADOO  Ckay.

CHAI RVMAN ZOOK:  Okay. Dr. Moore.

DR MOORE: WII we do public comment after
guestions?

CHAI RVAN ZOCK:  Unh- huh.

DR MOORE: (kay. | do have questions specific
-- yes. Do you want ne to pull up the
Superi nt endent ?

CHAI RMAN ZOOK:  Yeah, just pull up whoever you

want and then ask the questions. And then after the
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guestions, before we vote we will hear public
comment .

DR. MOORE: Ckay. Superintendent Snow, if you
don't mind, | have sone questions for you.

CHAI RMAN ZOCK:  Yeah, and get as close to the
m crophone as you can pl ease.

DR. MOORE: | appreciate you-all being here and
providing this information today. | knowthis is
very difficult for everyone involved. And | just

want to get a better understanding and sonme context
here. \Wen we're | ooking at the high school with all
virtual courses, when did that switch occur and how
was that --

SUPT. SNOW Sonetinme before | got there.

M. Mock, do you know when that was?

M. Mock is ny high school principal.

MR MOCK: Three or four years ago is when we
made the nove to the online classes.

SUPT. SNON And | wll say this: it was a great
i dea, okay, but the reality of it hasn't worked very
wel | .

DR. MOORE: The practice of it. Are there
students that are able to cone to Harnony G ove for
sel ect courses? What do you do about --

SUPT. SNOW Yes, nm' am
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DR MOORE: -- career and technical education
courses?
SUPT. SNOW W run a bus every day at noon --
DR MOCORE: (xay.
SUPT. SNOW -- and students come to the Harnony

G ove canmpus for various reasons; many of themare
for sports, sonme of themare for classes. There are
some students at Sparkman that drive to Harnony G ove
to take a class and then go back. So that option is
avai | abl e.

DR MOORE: At what point in tine were the
extracurriculars and sports cut out fromthe school ?

SUPT. SNOW Again, | was not there.

DR MOORE: Ckay. Ckay.

(COURT REPORTER S NOTE: M. Jeff Mock stands
and begins to speak fromthe audience.)

CHAI RMAN ZOCK:  1'll need you to cone to the
m crophone. And have you been sworn in?

MR MOCK: No, ma'am | was not.

CHAI RMAN ZOOK: Ckay. Please let ne do that.

Do you swear or affirmthat the testinony you're
about to give shall be the truth, the whole truth,
and nothing but the truth?

MR MOXCK: Yes, ma'am

CHAI RMAN ZOOK: And identify yourself.
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MR MOCK: |'mJeff Mock. 1'mthe high school
principal at Harnony Grove. |'ve been there for five
years. M history may be a little bit fuzzy on sone
of it, but I'll try to give you sone of the
background to it.

Just in sunmary, when the decision was nade
previously, a previous superintendent and board nade
the decision to nove to online classes there. That
was al so about the sane tine basketball and basebal
were gradual |y phased out. Those were phased out
because they weren't able to actually forma team or
have enough students to continue to manage that. The
opportunity was nade -- we reforned our schedul e at
Har nrony Grove to where all athletics was in the
afternoon to neet that need for those students that
were interested to cone do that. Currently, either
because students are attending vo-tech or coming to
athletics, | think there's about 18 to 20 students
that arrive on ny canpus every day at about
l unchtinme. Several of those students end up --
because of not being successful in online courses
they are enrolling in -- they're actively in ny
classes, particularly Algebra | and math courses or
things that they're currently -- that they may have

failed and they're nmaking a credit up on. W're
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maki ng those considerations daily. Those things are
occurring.

DR MOCORE: (xay.

MR MOCK: Yes, nmm'am

DR. MOORE: Thank you. That's hel pful
information to have.

SUPT. SNOWN Yes, ma'am Do you want ne to
stay?

DR MOORE: Yes, | have a couple nore, if you
don't m nd.

When these conversations started to occur, were
t here conversations about phasing it out and maybe
just closing the high school first and el enentary
later on? O what did that conversation ook Iike
wi th your board?

SUPT. SNOW Ckay. There were sone
conversations. | brought this up at the Novenber
board neeting. The same thing you' ve heard fromne
here was brought up at that board neeting. There was
some di scussion about just closing the high school.
|f you do that -- and by the way, | think -- in our
di scussions | think we could absorb all of those
students into our classes that we al ready have,
possibly -- if everybody cane, there's a possibility

in certain areas we nmay need a m ddl e school teacher
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possi bly. But we've been working on master schedul es
since this process got started. The problemwth
just closing the high school, then your econony- of -
scale is even worse. (Ckay. Then you're keeping a
school open for 56 students. GCkay. And you stil
have to have at |east a part-tinme librarian, a
counselor, an admnistrator, and it just puts the
financial end even nore out-of-whack. GCkay. And I
believe that's probably why C evel and -- excuse ne --
Ki ngsl and was cl osed.

DR MOORE: (kay. \When your -- | actually meant
to ask that. When you're |ooking at you said that 15
posi tions on canpus, does that include certified
positions? Does that include the --

SUPT. SNOW Counsel or, librari an.

DR MOORE: Counselor, librarian. And do you
have a building admnistrator for K-127?

SUPT. SNOW Yes, ma'am

DR. MOORE: Ckay. Gkay. |Is there sonme sort of
transition plan for what that would look like if the
school s were to cl ose?

SUPT. SNOW (Okay. Transition plan for --

DR MOORE: For the staff.

SUPT. SNOW Everybody. W' ve already done our

Letters of Intent for this year. Everybody on the
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Spar kman canpus has indicated that they want to comne
to work for the Harnmony G ove canpus, if possible.
Ckay. It's been ny experience that that doesn't
happen when it becones finalized. If you were to

cl ose the school today, some of those teachers would
i edi ately go out and get other jobs. GCkay. So,
and we would like to do all of it through attrition.
kay. We replaced -- between certified and
classified, we replaced 20 positions |ast year for
the whole district. So if that -- but that's kind of
high. If that were to happen this year, depending on
who left, it would be close. Ckay. Because |'ve
done RIFs before and it's always a traumatic
experience, and if -- depending on the nunber of

posi tions, some of the teachers at Harmony G ove
school could be RIF d; it's not just at Sparknman.
Ckay. It all depends. First year teachers are at
risk on both canpuses. Gkay. Believe ne, | would
love for it all to be done through attrition, okay,
or retirement. That's just |ess painful
conversations that | have to have wi th individua
teachers. Okay. The RIF policy is non-
discrimnatory; it is based strictly on years of
experience in the District and it goes to a point

systemif there's atie. GCkay. | plan -- | have a
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school consultant here with nme today, Norman Hill,
and he does this on a regular basis. In working in
conjunction with him we will determ ne how many
peopl e have to be RIF d. Ckay. And then, of course,
the | awers get involved and we make sure everyt hing
is done legally, okay, before we notify anyone.

DR MOORE: Ckay. Thank you. | think for now
"1l let someone el se ask nore. Thank you.

CHAI RMAN ZOCK:  Ckay. Ms. Dean?

MS. CHAMBERS: | do have questi ons.

CHAI RMAN ZOOK:  Ms. Chanbers? ©h, Ms. Dean.

M5. CHAMBERS: Yes, sir. So what's interesting
is that as we've had an opportunity to speak with
communi ties they've seen -- they' ve got bel ow the
t hreshol d of 350.

SUPT. SNOW  Yes, ma'am

M5. CHAMBERS: So initially we had the hard-and-
fast, and then it was no, the conmunity gets to cone
and speak to that. And if they have academ c and
fiscal strength they can --

SUPT. SNOW  Yes, ma'am

MS. CHAMBERS: Do you know how cl ose you are to
the risk of being in any formof fiscal distress if

you were to go forward as you are right now?
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SUPT. SNOW |If we went forward as we are right
now -- if it's okay I'd like M. Normal H Il to
answer that question. Norman is a financial --
school financial consultant and he's got 55 years in
education, 30 years as a superintendent, 15 as a
financial consultant. This is what he does for a
living and |'ve used himin the past. But 1'd |ike
for himto answer that question.

CHAI RMAN ZOOK:  Have you been sworn in?

DR. NORVAN HI LL:  No.

CHAI RMAN ZOOK: Do you swear or affirmthat the
testinmony you're about to give shall be the truth,
the whole truth, and nothing but the truth?

DR NORMAN HI LL: Yes, nma'am

CHAI RMAN ZOCOK:  Ckay. ldentify yourself and
then --

DR NORMAN HILL: I'm Norman Hill, financial
consultant, as Dr. Snow said. And your question was
how far away you think they are frombeing in fisca
distress? | have a little bit of hearing problens,
so | want to make sure |'m answering what you want to
hear --

MS. CHAMBERS: That's exactly right.

DR. NORMAN HI LL: =-- in doing that. In ny

opinion, if things stay exactly |like they are now --
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they're | osing students gradually and they're facing
the mandated raise for the classified personnel that
went from $8.50 to $11.00 an hour over two years.
Then with the nmandated teacher raise by the
Legi slature put into effect |last year -- they don't
have to give any raises this year or they will not
have to give raises next year; they will start two
years fromnow, in the fourth year. Wth all those,
i f nothing changes and they keep operating | think
you' re | ooking at the 23-24 school year, which would
actually be three to four years out, because they're
not |osing students to a great extent. Now if the
nunber of students pick up that they're losing, it'll
be quicker than that. But if it stays about -- well,
if you look at their history there's a gradual |oss,
but it's picking up, |ike nmost south Arkansas and
east Arkansas schools. Every year it gets a little
worse. It's hard to predict that. But if it stays
like it is right now, | think the first year after
the mandated raise -- that's assumng the Legislature
doesn't increase or find any funds for those rai ses,
both classified/certified -- if they keep | osing
students and not hi ng el se changes.

M5. CHAMBERS: kay. Thank you.

|*ve just got a couple of questions --
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CHAl RMAN ZOOK:  Sure. No.

M5. CHAMBERS: And | don't think they' re yours.

So ny next question has to do with the schoo
board and --

Ch, I"'msorry. | think we're good. | think
we' re good on finance. Thank you.

DR NORMAN HI LL: Thank you.

M5. CHAMBERS: Thank you. It's hard to hear in
her e.

SUPT. SNOW Yeah, it is. Norman and | both
have hearing issues, so when we talk it's kind of
difficult.

M5. CHAMBERS: Me too. M too.

So in terns of the school board that voted 5-2,
is the menbership of the board representative of
Spar kman?

SUPT. SNOW Yes. Yes, ma'am The two Sparknman
menbers voted against it.

M5. CHAMBERS: They did. Ckay.

SUPT. SNOW Yes, ma'am

MS. CHAMBERS: And the three that voted for are
in the Harnmony G ove?

SUPT. SNOW  Yes, ma'am

M5. CHAMBERS: Okay. Okay.

SUPT. SNOW That's the way the school board
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breaks down --

M5. CHAMBERS: (Ckay.

SUPT. SNOW -- with the districts.

MS. CHAMBERS: So the other thing |I'mworking ny
way through right nowis trying to distinguish what
is a hardship that's associated with consolidation.
I'mfroma very small town that consolidated a numnber
of years ago, and so | get to live through personally
what that community is still going through -- and
it's been hard. They did it a nunmber of years ago,
and actually they're going to need to consolidate
agai n because there's just not -- it's a rural
community. And so I'mtrying to understand what our
duty is relative to isolated schools and what
di stinguishes the pain of a lot -- what a |ot of
comunities are going through to consolidate to
continue to provide the right kind of services and
support --

SUPT. SNOW Yes, ma'am

M5. CHAMBERS: -- versus it's really unique,
this -- the geography and the distance that Sparkman
has. Can you hel p me understand that, or can someone
from Sparkman hel p me understand that?

SUPT. SNOW ['mnot sure | understand the

guesti on.
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M5. CHAMBERS: Well, isolated -- this really
ki nd of comes down to what distinguishes what is
uni que about an isolated school versus lots of
communi ties that have to consider consolidation. And
| don't know, sone of this is nmaybe nore the duty of
the Board. But | was curious what Sparkman or what
you had to say about it. What is unique in this

situation?

SUPT. SNOW Well, | understand the issues when
a comunity loses its school. GCkay. That's what
you'll hear, | believe. It is an issue, okay, and it

is the end of sone conmunities. GCkay. So, yes,
ma'am | understand that. That is an issue. Ckay.
But one of the things that I'mtrying to do is | ook
out for all of the students in this district. Ckay.

You just heard we were | ooking at fiscal
distress in three to four years. Gkay. That's
sonmewhere we don't want to be. And | believe it's
still the only thing that -- unless sone kind of
felony is involved, the only thing a superintendent
can be let-go for. Okay. And soit's my job to keep
us out of that. Gkay. And | know the State does not
want to have to step in and dissolve a school board
and effect -- and then appoi nt soneone and

effectively have them answer to Johnny Key. kay.
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The State does not want to do that; they want to
avoid that at all cost. And so, yes, ma'am there
are consequences, but it's also ny job to worry about
the whole district.

MS. CHAMBERS: Right.

SUPT. SNOW  Ckay.

M5. CHAMBERS: Yes.

SUPT. SNON Do you want ne to sit down?

MS. CHAMBERS: No, no, no. But thank you. |
t hi nk Spar kman may be -- have a point of view as
wel | .

M5. TAYLOR: As far as isolation goes, we're 25
mles fromthe cl osest school in any direction.
live in Harnmony Gove; |'mabout two mles from
Har mony Grove school, and it takes ne close to 30
mnutes to get to work each day -- and that's no bus
stops along the way. |If you want to go to Wal-Mart,
you're going to drive 30 mnutes either to
Arkadel phia or to Canden to get there. W did get a
Dol | ar General this year -- praise the Lord -- but |
nean that's all we have in Sparkman. W have three
sawm | I's. Mst of our famlies are single
transportation famlies and so, them having to go
that far to pick up their child if they're sick would

be a big issue.
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MS. CHAMBERS: And when was the school board
consol i dated, the fact --

MS. TAYLOR They were consolidated in 2004.

M5. CHAMBERS: 2004.

M5. TAYLOR  Yes, nm'am

M5. CHAMBERS: Thank you.

MS. TAYLOR \Well, it was voted in 2004, so it
was 2005 when it was consol i dat ed.

MS. CHAMBERS: Thank you.

CHAI RMAN ZOCK:  Dr. Hill.

MS5. MCADOO | had questions. | do have one
now.

CHAI RMAN ZOOK: Ckay. Wait. Let nme go down and

then I'Il junmp back. Ckay?

Dr. Hill.

DR FITZ HILL: | heard you tal king about the --
what's the mleage fromHarnony Gove to -- from

Sparkman to Harnmony Grove. Wat is the m | eage?
Because | heard you tal k about mnutes but | didn't
never get the m | eage.
SUPT. SNOW It's 25 mles to the school. Ckay.
DR FITZ HLL: Fromone school to the other?
SUPT. SNOW Right.
DR FITZ HLL: Ckay.
SUPT. SNOW And, you know, we tal k about the
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bus routes and so-on. W're already bringing

Spar kman students to our canpus, okay, and there's
di fferent ways we've done that. And we're | ooking
real hard about how we will do it next year if the
school closes. And we're going to try to do it --
sonme of the scenarios we've worked out will even cut
down on transportation and cut down on tinmes and so-
on. |If we start a bus at the very northeast corner
of the District, at Dalark, and conme this way, it's
41 mnutes on Google Maps. GCkay. That's the very
furthest household. W have every household in the
District plotted on a map and that's by Googl e Mps;
that's not --

DR FITZ HLL: Yeah.

SUPT. SNOW That's not a bus route. Ckay.

CHAI RMAN ZOCK:  Ckay.

SUPT. SNOW Was that --

DR FITZ HLL: Yeah. | was just trying to
figure out what the nm|eage was. W just talked
about the time, but | didn't know what --

SUPT. SNOW  Ckay.

DR FITZ HLL: -- that would equate to.

SUPT. SNOW |'d like to address sonewhat of
your |ast question about -- if I could, about the

effects. Okay. Sparkman in the 1980s was a thriving
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community. Okay. They had grocery stores, they had
doctors, and so-on. Gkay. Over the |last 40 years
alnost all of that is going away, and | do understand
they feel one of the last things they have is this
school. | do understand that.

CHAl RMAN ZOOK:  Ms. New on.

M5. NEWION: Would you like to see if M.
McFetridge has a question, or M. WIllianson? | know
they may be on the |ine.

CHAI RMAN ZOCOK:  Ch, yeah, | was going to check
with Ms. MFetridge --

M5. NEWION:. Okay. | didn't want to forget --
CHAl RMAN ZOCK: -- after Ms. MAdoo.
M5. NEWION: | just didn't want to forget them

CHAI RMAN ZOOK:  Okay. Thank you.

MS. NEWON: Ckay.

CHAI RVMAN ZOOK: | appreciate that.

M5. NEWION: Al right. | have a couple of
guestions. Dr. Snow, could you answer a question for
me pl ease?

SUPT. SNOW Yes, ma'am

M5. NEWION: | know we've tal ked about your 9th
and 10th grade and then the 11th and 12th grade there
in computer |abs all day.

SUPT. SNOW Yes, nm' am
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MS. NEWION: Let's talk a little bit about the
7th and 8th grade. Could you describe to ne what
their day is like?

SUPT. SNOW Well, it's not the best situation
either. Gkay. W -- because of nunbers and
certifications we have one teacher that teaches
soci al studies, science, and English to the 7th
grade, three classes, one of each, and they have
about six students in each class. And then in the
8th grade that sanme teacher teaches themthe sane
subj ects; so she spends six periods a day teaching
math, literacy, and science to 7th and 8th grade. W
have anot her teacher who does the math every day.
It's not -- it's not an ideal situation.

MS. NEWION: Okay. So are those classes bl ended
or are they separate?

SUPT. SNOW They' re not bl ended.

M5. NEWION: They're not blended. Ckay.

SUPT. SNOW No, mm'am

M5. NEWION: The 9th and 10th grade are bl ended
t hough in the conputer lab. Aml --

SUPT. SNOW  Yes, ma'am

M5. NEWION: And then the 11th and 12t h grade
are blended in the conmputer |ab?

SUPT. SNOW The 9th and 10th grade are in one
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conputer lab; the 11th and 12th grade are in the
other one. And -- well, |'ve sat in those classes
and it's difficult.

MS. NEWION:  And you have a -- what kind of
person in that computer |ab?

SUPT. SNOW W do not have -- we do not have a
certified person in there. W have what we call a
DLC, a Distance Learning Coordinator, and they are
not a certified teacher.

M5. NEWION: So what does a student do when they
need hel p?

SUPT. SNOW |If you can get it over the
internet, we -- the principal is a certified math
t eacher and he does do sone help

MS. NEWTON:  Okay. | had anot her question on --
it flewout of ny mnd. Have you ever done that?

CHAI RMAN ZOOK:  That's okay. |If you think of it

M5. NEWION. Well, I've got sone other
guesti ons.

CHAI RMAN ZOCK:  Ckay.

M5. NEWION: | had one nore question on
academ cs that |'ve forgotten

On the finances, can | get soneone fromthe

Departnment maybe to talk --
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CHAI RMAN ZOOK:  Ms. Smith, can you cone and help
Ms. Newton -- or M. Rogers or whonever?

MS. SMTH Cindy Smth, Fiscal Services.

MS. NEWION:  Thank you. Sonetines we hear
di fferent nunmbers and | want to kind of make sure |
understand the correct nunbers. How nuch isol ated
funding does the District get?

MS. SMTH So total this year they got $449, 649
and about $300, 000 of that was specifically for
transportation.

M5. NEWION: Ckay. So that $300,000 cannot be
spent on anything but transportation?

M5. SMTH  Just transportation.

MS. NEWION: Ckay. So $100,000 is what can be
spent on teacher salaries --

MS. SMTH O anything el se. Yes.

M5. NEWION: -- or whatever. GCkay. As far as
noney for the District, does it separate -- | nean --

M5. SMTH. No. No. Wen the noney cones in,
it is just revenue for the entire district; it's not
specified for a canpus.

MS. NEWION:  Ckay. And then, in your
estimation, if things went as they are going now
would the District be in danger of becom ng on fiscal

di stress?
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M5. SMTH So |ike many districts that are in
this situation, they've already had a couple of years
of declining fund bal ances. So third-year is when |
really start digging in. And |I've already had a
conversation with Dr. Snow about, you know, this is
sonet hing that could happen. W would reach out to
themin year-three and say, "Wat are your plans to
remedy this?" Depending on how | arge the decline was
year-three you could potentially go into fisca
distress. We don't like to do that. |It's just like
state takeover; we'd rather get in there and help and
assist and help themfind, you know, a resolution to
this problem But at year-five if there is no nore
noney for the teacher raises that could potentially
be a year that we would really have to | ook at the
District.

M5. NEWION: So have they already -- you're
saying they already had two al ready?

M5. SMTH  They were not huge declines but,
yes, it has already started declining.

M5. NEWION: So they're potentially at year-
three right now?

MS. SMTH Right. And that does not al ways
mean -- you know, the |aw does not say year-three

you're in fiscal distress. That's just usually if we
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see a third year of a declining balance we start
reaching out to the District and finding out what the
problemis and what their resolution is to stop this
decl i ne.

MS. NEWON: Ckay.

SECRETARY KEY: If | may, Ms. Newton, to just
make sure two things -- one, that's one indicator of
fiscal distress; that is not the sole indicator of
fiscal distress. And, two, fiscal distress does not
-- it seens that there's a common thought with --
around the state that fiscal distress neans takeover.
W' ve had a nunber of districts that went into fisca
distress that did not result in state takeover. So |
want to nmake sure that the Board and audi ence is very
clear that that's not an automati c.

MS. NEWON: Ckay.

MS. SMTH And we prefer to do just assistance
for early intervention before we get to that. You
know, many times that is sonething that we can do.

M5. NEWION:. Ckay. |If you're looking at -- and

| know you said it's District noney, so it's hard to

look at. If you're |ooking at the finances spent at
Sparkman, is nore -- are they spending nore than
they're getting in, | guess is ny question.

M5. SMTH  So if you | ook at the report that
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you can pull online for Harnony G ove El enentary,

| ast year they spent $8,857 per student, and then
Spar kman spent $12,352 per student. That's just in
elementary. And then Harnony G ove H gh School, they
spent $9, 773 per student and Sparknman Hi gh School was
$9,911. So they are spending nore at Sparknman than
they are at Harnony G ove per student.

M5. NEWION: Ckay. | guess what |I'masking is
are they -- the anmount of noney that they' re getting
for the Sparkman canmpus, are they spending nore at
Sparkman than they're getting revenue comng in for
that canmpus? O is there any way to tell that?

M5. SMTH  Well, the only way that you could
even potentially figure that would be is if you
di vi ded how nmuch total revenue the District got by
how many students they have at each canpus.

MS. NEWON: Ckay.

M5. SMTH  But that would not necessarily nmean
-- you know, | nean, if you were doing it by county

MS. NEWON: Ckay.

MS. SMTH -- you could look at it that way or
you could do it by student. But there's really not a
way that we can say "this noney," because it's

specifically for the District.
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M5. NEWION: Ckay.

M5. SMTH It's not for each canpus.

MS. NEWTON:  Okay. Al right. Thank you. That
was ny question.

| thought of ny question for Dr. Snow.

Goi ng back to academ cs and the situation at the
hi gh school and el enentary, so to nmake sure |
understand, 11th and 12th are in one classroom 9th
and 10th are in one classroom and then 7th and 8th
grade have their own classroom and then K-6 are al so
there. How close in proximty are let's say
ki ndergarten and 12th grade? Are they in the sane
bui |l di ng or separate buil di ngs?

SUPT. SNOW  Sane bui | di ng.

M5. NEWION: How cl ose? Are they on the sane
hal | way?

SUPT. SNOW Sane hal | way.

M5. NEWION: Ckay.

SUPT. SNOW There's only one hall way.

M5. NEWION: Okay. So they're all right there
together in that sane --

SUPT. SNOW Yes, ma'am Now there's fewer high
school students there in the afternoons because so
many of them cone to Harnony G ove.

M5. NEWION: Right. GOkay. Gkay. That was ny
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-- that's all 1've got for right now

CHAI RVAN ZOOK:  Ms. McAdoo. And then, M.
McFetridge and M. WIlianson, I'lIl conme to you.

M5. McADOO. | hate to nake you keep standing up
and sitting back down. So ny question is about the
children. Before your tine ran out, you were about
to tal k about the study for the buddy system

SUPT. SNOW Yes, ma'am |If possible, we're
going to bring the principal down, for one thing,
from Sparkman to Harnmony G ove canmpus so he would
know all the students, if it's closed and they cone
next year. But that's one thing we're going to do.

In the el enentary school we're going to nmake
sure in every class that there is at |east one other
person from Sparkman in that elenmentary class so they
wi Il have at |east soneone that they know in there.
Ckay.

For those of you that are -- have been invol ved
in consolidations, the students are usually not the
problem (Okay. The students tend to nake friends
very quickly and assimlate into the school very
qui ckly.

Did you have --

M5. McADOO.  Yes.

SUPT. SNOW -- a second question? Yes, ma'am
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M5. MCADOO. So the other thing that you pointed
out was the difference in the letter grade fromthe
schools. What is your plan to get the students al
on one accord?

SUPT. SNOW kay. |If possible -- we do have --
we do have a full-time literacy consultant on the
Har nrony Grove canpus. She spent a lot of tinme |ast
year at the Sparkman canpus; so there is -- we do
have a | ot of interventions on our canpus. | have to
be very careful about nmy hires next year if the
school is closed so that | don't hire too many
peopl e; otherwise, I'mnot getting a financial
benefit. But we are |ooking possibly at having two
full-tinme math certified teacher interventionists on
canpus. Like | said, that's going to depend on the
nunmbers that conme. Next year is going to be a
transition year that we find out who comes to Harnony
G ove from Sparkman that is not already com ng.

M5. McADOO.  Ckay.

SUPT. SNOW And if we need to add anot her
el ementary teacher, we will. |If we need to add a
m ddl e school teacher, we will. There's no way of
knowi ng exactly how many students come until we get
into it.

M5. McADOO. Have you started thinking about
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pr of essi onal devel opnent? You nentioned that the
students aren't necessarily the ones who have an
issue with transition, which | think that they do; so
| do think that you need to think about what the --
the enotional inpact that it will have and providing
services for them But if your -- what is your

pr of essi onal devel opnent plan for the two different
teaching staffs?

SUPT. SNOW W' ve been working with both
canpuses in doing the sane reading training during
the sumrer -- we're using the RISE program-- and
nost of them should be either in year-three or
conmpleted with it. So everybody has had the same
training as far as that's concerned, including high
school and elenentary -- elenentary teachers. And we
will also look at the time -- the PD time that we
have this summer, spending a good bit of time talking
about the transition with the faculty.

MS. MCADOO And that will include academ c and
enotional and --

SUPT. SNOW  Yes, ma'am

MS. MCADOO  Ckay.

SUPT. SNOW Yes, ma'am And, you know, unti
we finalize the closure and the reduction-in-force

we're not sure exactly who the faculty woul d be.
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But like | said, it may involve |osing people

from both canpuses, and everybody on those canpuses

know t hat .

CHAIl RMAN ZOOK: Ms. McFetridge?
MS. MFETRIDGE: Yes. M question is about

transportation.

CHAI RMAN ZOOK: We're having troubl e hearing

Can you get closer to your m crophone?

MS. MFETRIDGE: Can you hear ne?

CHAI RVAN ZOOK:  Barely, yeah.

MS. MFETRIDGE: | was wondering if the $300, 000

in transportation noney falls off if it was for the

Har nrony G ove?

CHAIl RMAN ZOOKX:  She --
MS5. MFETRIDGE: Do they still qualify for those

transportation dollars?

CHAI RMAN ZOCOK:  Ckay. She's questioning since

Sparkman is isolated and you get the noney, the three
hundred for that, if that canpus is no |longer wll

you continue to get that --

SUPT. SNOW No, nm'am

CHAI RMAN ZOOK:  -- $300, 0007?

SUPT. SNOW No, nm'am

CHAI RMAN ZOOK: Was that your question, Ms.

McFetri dge?
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M5. MCFETRIDGE: Yes. Yes.

CHAI RMAN ZOOK:  Ckay.

MS5. MCFETRIDGE: | al so am curious about pre-K
education in Sparkman and Harnony G ove. |s there
any opportunity to add a pre-K on either canmpus? |Is
there a need for that?

SUPT. SNOW  Ckay.

CHAI RMAN ZOOK: Do you have a pre-K at either
canpus?

SUPT. SNOW Yes, ma'am W have pre-K W
currently have 50 students at the Harmony G ove
canpus. It's a conbination of the ABC Program and
Head Start. They had a program at Sparkman, but it's
been cl osed due to | ack of students. W are adding
anot her class for the next year in cooperation with
the South Central Co-op. W' ve made a conmitnent to
add anot her pre-K class on the Harnony G ove canpus.

CHAI RMAN ZOOK:  And this is 3 and 4 year ol ds?

SUPT. SNOW Yes, ma'am

CHAI RMAN ZOOK:  Ckay. Anything el se, M.
McFetri dge?

MS5. MCFETRIDGE: No, that's all | have. Thank
you.

CHAI RMAN ZOOK:  Ckay. Thank you.

M. WIIlianmson?
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MR. WLLIAVSON: No. No questions at this tine.

CHAI RMAN ZOOK:  Ckay. Thank you.

MR WLLIAVBON: (i naudible) questions, that's
what | was | ooking for.

CHAI RMAN ZOCK:  Ckay. Ms. Dean.

M5. DEAN.  You may have already stated this, but
| don't know if you did or not. But with your
financial advisor have you all considered what the
cost would be of leaving the virtual nodel, where the
students are in conputer |abs, and going back to the
teacher nodel? |Is that -- because | don't renmenber
hearing the budget for that, what that would -- what
the cost of that would be. It seenms that that's a
huge i ssue of why --

SUPT. SNOW W would have to add at |east -- |
think we would have to add at |east four teachers to
do that. And it's not an exact science, depending on
years of experience. But if we added four teachers
we're | ooking at at |east $200,000 in salary.

CHAI RMAN ZOOK: Correct ne if |I'mwong, but
since Virtual Arkansas is a charter that noney per
pupil goes to the charter. So if you no |onger used
it, does -- that per pupil noney would conme to your
district? Is that -- am| --

SECRETARY KEY: Madam Chair, |let ne make sure --
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CHAI RMAN ZOOK:  Ckay.

SECRETARY KEY: -- we're on the sane page.
Virtual Arkansas is not the sane as Arkansas Virtual
Acadeny.

CHAI RMAN ZOCK:  Yeabh.

SECRETARY KEY: So | think you're referring to
Arkansas Virtual Acadeny. Virtual Arkansas is
t hrough the Arch Ford Co-op and hel ps provide digital
| earni ng opportunities across the state.

SUPT. SNOW  Yes.

CHAI RMAN ZOCK: But they do get noney to do
t hat ?

SECRETARY KEY: Well, they -- so they get grant
funding fromthe Departnment and then they -- there is
a fee schedule that they charge districts as well.

CHAI RMAN ZOOK:  Okay. Thank you.

SUPT. SNOW | think, yes, the noney -- we do
have students on Virtual Arkansas at the Harnony
G ove canpus, but it's not all day. And we will
still be contracting with Virtual, but it won't cost
us as much noney as we were putting out at Sparkman
now.

CHAI RMAN ZOCK:  Ckay.

SUPT. SNOW  Ckay.

CHAl RMAN ZOOK:  Ms. Dean.
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M5. DEAN. | don't have a question, but | do
have a comment.

| was in Mto-M | was an Mto-M student, which
means Majority-to-Mnority -- Mnority-to-Majority.
And | lived in Little Rock and I went to school at
OGak G ove, whichis -- | think it may have been |ike
25, 30 mnutes away. Fortunately, | was the |ast
stop -- or the last stop on the bus route to school,
and that was still a long bus ride.

SUPT. SNOW  Yes, ma'am

M5. DEAN: And | was the first stop back. But |
had the experience of being the |ast one, one tineg,
and that was a really -- that was a really bad bus
ride. That was a really bad bus ride. It was hours
before -- it was a couple of hours before | got hone.
| didn't have tinme to do honework, my nmother had to
| eave dinner for me on a plate, and it just gave nme
an experience of what all of ny other school mates
have to go through on a daily basis. And | don't
think -- if there's any way that we can prevent any
child fromhaving to experience that on a day-to-day
basis -- ny parents didn't cone to -- hardly cane to
anything that | went to because we had one car.

SUPT. SNOW Yes, ma'am

M5. DEAN. M parents were pastors. M nom was

Sharon K. Hill, CCR
(501) 680-0888




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N RN N NN R R R R R R R R R
g N W N P O © 0O N o o0 M W N Rk O

- March 12, 2020

72

a stay-at-home nom Hi gh school was not a very fun

experience for me. Mst of the students that | knew

lived around Gak Gove; | was the only one that |ived
inm area. | had no friends to hang out with after
school. Everyone | went to school with went to

school in Little Rock. So | understand froma very

personal point-of-view what it does to a child's

psyche and what it does to their enotional well being.
[ CHORUS OF AMEN S FROM THE AUDI ENCE]

M5. DEAN. So if there's any way that we can

prevent that -- and | understand it's going to be
three -- I'mglad you asked that question because |
was thinking the same thing: it'll be three to four

years out before we hit that really critical point.
|f there are some ways that you-all can nmake sone
adjustnments -- it's devastating, and | can't even

i magi ne what it would be -- what it would do a whole

community -- just ny small experience. And that's

not -- like |I said, that doesn't even include the bus
route. | was the first one to get off the bus; | was
the first one -- last one to get on. But | got to do

that bus ride one tinme and it was not a very good
one.
It al so opens the doors for bad experiences on

the bus ride. It just |eaves students in a very
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vul nerabl e position to be on a bus, a school bus ful
of kids where the only authority is trying to drive
t he bus.

SUPT. SNOW  Yes, ma'am

MS. DEAN. There's so many scenarios that are
just -- could just go wong here. And | know you're
trying to do your job, | understand that.

SUPT. SNOW Yes, ma'am

MS. DEAN: |I'mjust trying to give you ny
perspective --

SUPT. SNOW  Yes, ma'am

MS. DEAN: -- and --

SUPT. SNOW \When | nentioned 41 m nutes, you
know, that's in a car

MS. DEAN:  Yeah.

SUPT. SNOW But one stop, that very farthest
stop with that -- if those -- if they're not riding
the bus or if they're driving their car to school, it

cuts time off of that bus route. And we're already
transporting a |lot of students from Sparkman, so we
are doing this on a regul ar basis.

MS. DEAN:  Yeah.

CHAI RMAN ZOOK: Ckay. Does anyone have a
guestion or are you ready for conmrents?

DR MOORE: No, | want to ask a question of the
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Department attorneys --

CHAI RMAN ZOOK:  Ckay.

DR MOORE: -- if that's okay. Thank you.

CHAl RMAN ZOOK:  Ms. Freno.

DR MOORE: Thank you for comng up. | just
want to check a couple of things.

Based on ny understandi ng, Harnony G ove
participates in School Choice. Those students can
choose in or out of the district. |Is that correct?

MS. FRENO Harnmony G ove -- Lori Freno.

Har mony Grove participates in School Choice, so
students can choice out. The only restriction is
with regard to Canden-Fairview, that is one -- that's
the ongoing litigation in the 8th Grcuit. Students
from Canden- Fai rvi ew cannot choi ce into Harnony
G ove.

DR MOORE: Can Harnmony G ove students choice
into Canden?

M5. FRENO Harnmony Grove could choice into
Canden- Fai rvi ew.  Yeah.

DR MOORE: Ckay. And Harnony G ove could
choice into any of a nunmber of other districts
around?

M5. FRENO Harnmony Grove could choice into any

of the surrounding districts. Yes.
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DR, MOORE: Ckay. Based on ny research, it
| ooks |i ke Sparkman and Harnony Grove was a forced
consolidation in which it wasn't pre-agreed upon
before the State --

MS. FRENO It was -- | nmean it was an Act -- it
was a consolidation under Act 60. Yes.

DR. MOORE: GCkay. Wat -- and | guess we don't
know. Has -- what authority do we have over boundary
lines? And what does that | ook |ike? You know, if
you're looking at the map and you're | ooking at
| ogi stically what nmakes sense when you're factoring
in transportation, potentially there are areas where
if the boundary was changed to be in another district
it would be easier. Wat is --

M5. FRENO The State --

DR MOORE: -- our authority for that?

MS. FRENO The State Board has some authority
over boundary lines. They can change boundary |i nes.
Usual |y what you will see -- what you'll see cone
before the State Board are like there wll be two
school districts that are in agreenent that they want
to change a boundary line and they'll cone before the
State Board. And those are the only cases | really
have -- | can recall that there's ever been a change

in a boundary Iine.
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DR. MOORE: GCkay. So they have to conme to us in
order for that to happen?

MS. FRENO There has to be --

DR MOORE: It can't be initiated by the State
is what |'msaying, | guess.

M5. FRENO That's ny understandi ng

DR MOORE: Ckay.

M5. FRENO  Yes.

DR MOORE: Ckay. And | guess then | want to
bring back up the Superintendent.

MS. NEWITON: | have one question for Ms. Freno
bef ore she | eaves.

CHAI RMAN ZOOK:  Ckay.

M5. NEWION:. Woul d that be okay?

Ms. Freno, in our decision-nmaking today --

CHAI RMAN ZOCK: M crophone.

M5. NEWION: I n our decision-making today, the
only decision that we can nmake is stay open or not
stay open. |Is that correct?

MS. FRENO That is correct. Yes.

MS5. NEWTON: So we can't -- can we -- you know,
if we hear a plan or have a plan, we can't tell the
District to do a particular thing?

MS. FRENO No. It is -- | mean under the |aw

it's you either accept or reject the petition.
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M5. NEWION: kay. That was ny question. All
right. Thank you.

DR MOORE: Actually, | have one nore fromthat
t hen.

So we cannot accept part of the -- |ike accept
just high school and not elenentary; we take it as a
whol e?

MS. FRENO That is correct, because that woul d
-- the local board of directors has to nake the
initial determnation. And in this case they made
the initial determnation and they filed the
petition; that's the only reason that it gets to you.

DR MOORE: Ckay. |If this was just the high
school or just the elenentary closing, wuld the
State Board still hear this case?

MS5. FRENO If it was an isolated school --

DR MOORE: kay. So --

MS5. FRENO -- and there was not a unani nous
decision --

DR MOORE: Ckay.

MS5. FRENO -- the State Board would have to
hear -- woul d hear the case. Yes.

DR MOORE: Ckay. Thank you.

M5. FRENO  Sure.

DR MOORE: Yes, for the Superintendent, if you
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don't m nd.

SUPT. SNOW Yes, ma'am

DR. MOORE: | know in the era of School Choice
there are tinmes where you are | osing students or
gai ning students. How does that play a role in your
deci sions? And have you had any boundary I|ine
di scussions with districts in the area, discussing
whet her it woul d nake nore sense for a student to go
-- for a segnment to go to another district than stay
in Harnony Grove because of transportation?

SUPT. SNOW | wasn't quite sure about the
guestion about School Choice, the beginning of that.

DR. MOCRE: Yes.

SUPT. SNOW \What was your question?

DR MOORE: So how many students choice into
your district?

SUPT. SNOW How many students choice into our
district?

DR. MOORE: Do you know?

SUPT. SNON |'mgoing to say about 20.

DR MOORE: Ckay.

SUPT. SNOW That's just off the top of nmy head
t hough. GOkay. W get sonme -- School Choice in
Arkansas is very sel dom about academ cs,

unfortunately.
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DR MOORE: Yeah.

SUPT. SNOW  School Choice in rural areas -- and
there are people that will dispute this with me -- is
usual |y because they've gotten mad at the
adm ni stration or a teacher and they decide the grass
is greener on the other side, or to play sports or
so-on. GCkay. Now, do they have School Choice? The
little community of Dalark is the furthest point
northwest in this district. Gkay. Those students
al ready, some of them school -choice to Arkadel phia.
Ckay. In fact, the Arkadel phia bus passes the
Har nrony Grove bus every norning. ay. So that does
al ready take pl ace.

kay. What was the second part of your
question?

DR. MOORE: Boundary line changes -- have there
been any di scussion as to whet her changes shoul d be
made?

SUPT. SNOW [|'ve heard some things about it,
but all of themare predicated on keeping the school
open. The ones |'ve heard are predicated on keeping
t he school open at Sparkman. And | know one district
didn't want to talk about it because of the financial
end of it.

DR MOORE: Ckay.
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SUPT. SNOW So -- and now the others, | don't
know.

DR MOORE: (kay. Thank you.

| guess | want to hear fromthe other side as to
whet her they've had discussions with other districts
and what that |ooks |like. Thank you.

MR. ASKEW | can speak to that. 1'mJess
Askew. But | was not at the nost recent board
nmeeting with the Gurdon School District where that
has been discussed. And it has been discussed al so
wi th Quachita County Schools. There needs to be
time. This is a conplicated issue. And Harnony
Grove would have to agree to it; the receiving school
district would have to agree to it. It would have to
make sense from an isol ated school standpoint,
because it doesn't nake Sparkman any cl oser to Gurdon
or Arkadel phia or Bearden or Harmony Grove. So it's
conplicated, and | think that's a reason why this
shoul d not happen this year. And there's time for
things to fall into place, including this legislative
st udy.

And your point about boundary lines is a great
one because if you were to shutdown Sparkman the
logical thing to do would be to create this paraneter

around Spar kman and draw pi e- shaped wedges into
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Sparkman. And the kids in Dalark and O ark County
woul d not be part of the Harnony G ove School
District, but be part of perhaps Arkadel phia School
District. There's no provision under the | aw that
|''maware of that allows exploding a forner schoo
district or part of a current school district into
different areas to avoid the School Choice or the
i sol ated school problem which is why we have
i sol ated school s.

DR MOORE: Thank you.

MR ASKEW Thank you.

CHAI RMAN ZOOK: Are y'all ready for public
comrent ?

kay. One thing that we do ask is that you
l[imt your comments to 3 mnutes. And if the
comments becone repetitive, then we ask you, if
sonebody has al ready said what you were going to say
-- the nunber of people that speak is not as rel evant
as what you have to say. And so if you understand
that -- this is the first time many of you have been
here, but we have had lots of emails and
conversations and we do listen to everything that's
said. So l'mgoing to go in the order that people
signed up. And if you choose to pass when it's your

turn, then we assune that they've said what you
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wanted us to hear.
Valerie --
MS. BARBARI TA: Barbarita.
CHAI RMAN ZOOK: Barbarita. Good for me. Cood
for you. | love those phonetically good | ast nanes.
kay. If you'll identify yourself and then give

your conmments.
VALERI E BARBARI TA

MS. BARBARITA: |I'mValerie Barbarita. I'ma
parent of one of the children in our beautiful
school , Sparkman. Good norning, and thank you
graciously for not only listening but truly hearing
t he pressing concerns of our comunity today.

| have never spoken on such a large platform
before, but | take strength fromadvice ny |ate-
father shared with me as a youth. He told ne to
never mss out on an opportunity, due to being
afraid, to ask a question, because by not asking the
answer was already no. So today | stand before you
asking you for a yes -- yes to a chance to prove our
val ue and yes to our children's future.

| ama parent of a 3rd grader at Sparkman
El ementary and al so a two-year resident of Sparknan.
My daughter has attended this school since Novenber

of 2018. CQur fam |y had noved here from Bentonville,
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where ny daughter was struggling in all aspects of
study since kindergarten. | was pressed by her
previ ous school to retain her in kindergarten and
again in 1st grade. By 2nd grade, she was | eaving
her homeroomtwi ce a day for intervention, which
becane highly upsetting to her because she was
enbarrassed that there were only a few children from
each of the five 2nd grade classes being pulled for
extra help. These were all at full capacity, all of
t hese cl asses. Wen we noved to Sparkman in Novenber
of 2018, we immedi ately began seeing inprovenents in
her grades and, nore inportantly, in her self-
confidence. Wthin two short nonths, all of her
scores, including standardi zed testing, inproved
tremendously. She made the Honor Roll for the first
time |last year and her last report card reveal ed
straight A's. Her last STAR report shows my precious
3rd grader reading at a 5th grade level. | am beyond
proud. There's absolutely no doubt that these
nonunent al changes occurred due to how i ncredible our
Spar kman School is. This brings to mnd the proverb,
"Good things conme in small packages.”

Qur teachers are dedicated to facilitating
| earni ng and have positively inpacted nmy daughter's

pat h beyond words. Not only would it be devastating
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to our community, but al so personally agonizing to
have our school closed and our children bussed so far
away. | honestly believe it will be truly
detrimental for nmy child s learning, as well as her
self-esteem So pl ease consider the massive negative
i npact that closing our school would have on each of
our children, our community, and our famlies, as
well as ny sincere feelings towards this |ife-
changing matter. Thank you and God bl ess.

CHAI RMAN ZOCK:  Thank you.

Brady Harnmon. And the next person after that --
is it Bobbie Wl ker or Bookie \Wal ker?

kay, that'll be -- you'll be next.

BRADY HARMON

MR HARMON: Hello. M nane is Brady Harnon.
And ny wife is a teacher at Sparkman and my four
children -- excuse ne -- three children -- hopefully
ny fourth next year wll be enrolled at Sparknman.
|*'mfrom Arkadel phia. | graduated there and | own a
busi ness in Arkadel phia. | bleed Badger blue and
red, but ny heart is in Sparkman and that's ny
comunity.

And the reason | wanted to talk today is because
| just feel like within the last 15 years we really

have not received a fair shake.
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(COURT REPORTER S NOTE: Chai rman Zook indicates
to M. Harnon that he pull the m crophone closer.)

MR. HARMON: Excuse nme. | don't believe we've
received a fair shake in the last 15 years, since

consolidation. And the reason for that is because,

you know, decisions were nmade -- you know, sone of

t hem before Dr. Snow s time -- that | feel |ike all
led us to this point. You know, we -- when we
started off we lost our -- six years ago -- or three

years ago, excuse me, we |ost our sports, we |ost our
agri. You know, that started the decline. People
wanted to play sports, so they started noving their
kids to other districts. And we lost agri; that
affected us. Then, you know, the District decided
that the best thing to do to save costs on teachers
was to put all of the elementary on MobyMax. And ny
wi fe, being an elenentary teacher, you know, she was
told, "This is great. MbyMax is going to be
fantastic. |It's going to help you. You're not going
to have to worry about |esson plans as nuch" -- and
it was really built up to Sparkman as this fantastic
thing. Wat they found out was that it was not what
was best and our kids fell behind, and those nunbers
up there showit. The nunbers that were put on the

screen were the years that those kids went on
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MobyMax. The mnute that -- excuse ne -- after that,
cl asses were consol i dated; that caused another nass
exodus. You know, parents of elenentary kids didn't
even want to think about their 1st and 2nd grader
being in the sane class. M wfe, being one of those
teachers, will tell you that she | earned a whole | ot
about her-self while having to teach two grades and
make sure standards were covered, you know, on both
sides. That also was a decision that caused a | ot of
people to leave. Wth the State's help, like Dr.
Snow said, they came in and said, "No, this isn't
wor ki ng. You've been set-up to fail." You know, M.
Rocci Mal one came and observed ny wife's classroom
and told her, "Look, don't worry, this is not your
fault; you were set-up for failure. This is never
going to work." Those decisions we're now bei ng
puni shed for, you know. And the thing that | fee
i ke hasn't been brought to light like it should is
that rise in the elenentary score that was second in
the state was when those prograns were finally
removed. That's when those prograns were renoved and
teachers were allowed to teach
[ TI MER BELLS RI NGS]
MR. HARMON. And so | just want you guys to | ook

at not punishing us for the things that had been
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decided for us to nmake things better that have now
failed. W have a systemwe feel |like we could go to
and inprove on a lot of those things. W feel like
if the high school was able to get sone teachers,

l'i ke our plan calls for, those grades would excel,
just like the elenmentary did.

And so | don't envy you guys. | knowthis is a
hard decision. | can't imagine having this job of
being on this Board. But | just hope and pray that
y'all look at this fromevery single angle and truly
make a decision about what's best for our Kids.

Thank you.

CHAI RMAN ZOOK:  Thank you.

M. Wal ker.

BOBBI E WALKER

M5. WALKER: It is Bobbie Walker, and ny tine is
-- is the mayor -- is Mayor Ricky Craig on your
agenda? Mayor Ricky Craig of Sparkman, is he on your
agenda?

CHAI RMAN ZOOK:  No.

M5. WALKER: Ckay. My time will go for him--

CHAI RMAN ZOCK:  Ckay.

MS5. WALKER: -- if that's okay.

CHAI RMAN ZOOK:  Tupa. Oh, here cones Mayor
Craig. Sorry. And then Tupa will be next.

Sharon K. Hill, CCR
(501) 680-0888




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N RN N NN R R R R R R R R R
g N W N P O © 0O N o o0 M W N Rk O

- March 12, 2020

88

MAYOR RI CKY CRAI G

MAYOR CRAIG (Good afternoon. M nanme is Ricky
Craig, Mayor of the City of Sparkman. |'mhere with
prayers in ny heart because our children is our
greatest asset. Farmng is our business down that
way, and tinmberland. | just want to let you know
that rural areas provide food for the cities; we
rai se the beef, the pork, the poultry. W get the
| ogs out of the woods; we manufacture the |unber at
our sawm |l ls, which we have three. M. Wite is
here. They cut the best lunber in the United States
-- Ray Wiite Lunber Conpany. So | just want to |et

you know that we provide the food for the Little Rock

area; we provide the building material. CQur
children, we train themto be farmers, the agri -- in
agri .

So these rural areas are vital to keep open so
that we can have people that will supply the
materials you need to live the life you live. Wen
you destroy our lifestyle and our children's
lifestyle, putting themon a bus at 5:00 in the
norning -- | heard what M. Snow said. It's a 50-
mnute drive fromthe county line, farthest point, to
Harnony Grove in ny car on a good day, good

conditions. Now the bus is going to stop. Wen you
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put young children on that bus early in the norning
you're going to -- they're not going to |learn
anything; they're going to have wet pants and
everyt hi ng when they get to school probably.

So |''m begging and |I'm praying that soneone will
hear our plea and save our children because they are
our nost val uabl e asset.

And | want to let you know t hat Sparkman,
Arkansas has produced sone of the nost brilliant
people in the world -- doctors, |awers,
psychiatrists, engineers, IBMCEOs. So we could
just go on down the |line; many, many professional
peopl e cone out of the rural area.

When | went to school -- and | just want to say
this and 1'mgoing to get down -- when | went to
school we had raggedy books, didn't have a cover --
t hey was hand-me-downs -- because | went to schoo
back in the 50s and the 60s. | went in the Marine

Corp in 1969, noved to Mchigan. Let me tell you, a

rural area is the best place to live. | lived in
California and M chigan; | noved back to Arkansas,
and | nmoved back to rural. | have horses and cows
and | cut hay. | love that. And these children down

there love that. But we produce what you need, so

don't destroy the rural -- because if you do, you're
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going to destroy yourself one day, because we produce
what the world needs: food. W plant the soybeans.
We're farmers. And our children, we grow themup to
be farmers. And we don't have drive-by shooti ngs.
We teach our children norals down in Sparkman,
Arkansas, and in the rural areas.
[ TI MER BELL RI NGS]

MAYOR CRAIG So we don't have drive-bys.

So I'mjust praying and begging that you give us
a chance to -- and the County Judge is here, Dallas
County Judge. Mayor Cark, he's here. M goal is to
rebuild Sparkman. | talked to a nman yesterday about
bui | di ng about 15 or 20 new hones there. W're going
to try to build our community back up. Yes, it went
down, but we're going to rebuild our county and our
comunity. |If you renove our school, there will be
one school left in the entire Dallas County. So
pl ease think about this seriously. Wen you have a
county as large as Dallas County, one school --
that's a disaster. Thank you.

CHAI RMAN ZOOK:  Okay. Thank you.

And just so that y'all know, we are -- this
group as a whole is not fromLittle Rock; we're al
fromrural areas, so -- not that there's anything

wong with being fromLittle Rock, but we get it.
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Ms. Tupa -- yeah, Ms. Tupa. And then, after

that, Nowlin -- Nowin, yeah.
CODI E JO TUPA

MS. TUPA: Hello. M nanme is -- can y'all hear
me good?

CHAI RMAN ZOOK:  Say your nane.

M5. TUPA: M nane is Codie Jo Tupa, and I'ma
seni or at Sparkman Hi gh School; 1'll graduate this
year. And --

CHAI RMAN ZOOK:  Congrat ul ati ons.

MS. TUPA: Thank you. And |I'mgoing to graduate
with 30-plus college credit hours, and that's because
| had Virtual Arkansas.

Spar kman has been put through a |lot of tests and
we haven't had a chance to relax and grow -- |'m
sorry, |'mnervous.

CHAI RMAN ZOOK:  That's okay.

M5. TUPA: And Virtual Arkansas is a chall enge.
It's taught nme how to be dependent on nyself, taught
me how to grow up and understand that my work cones
fromhard work and fromunderstanding it.

| drive to Harnmony G ove. | drive 3rd period
and | arrive 4th period, and | take plain
trigononetry. | take that because |'ve taken all of

the college classes that are available at Virtua
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Arkansas, and | did not want to take a class that was
not useful. And it has been a real challenge to
adjust. 1'ma real outgoing person in ny group, but
since | arrived at Harmony Grove | did not talk to
anyone except for the person in the sign-in office
for about five weeks. And -- sorry.

CHAI RMAN ZOOK: That's fine. You're doing a
good j ob.

MS. TUPA: Anyway, Sparkman has been --
basically been given the scraps. So |ike whenever
t he school gets noney for new buses and ot her stuff
like that we get the ol der buses. W get -- you
know, we get all the hand-ne-downs, it feels |ike.

We get isolated and we get bullied on. [I'ma 12th
grader and | have to be wal ked to the bathroom every
day. W get two mnutes to go to the bathroom three
periods. I1'msorry; this is just nerves.

Even t hrough the chal |l enges, the presentation
that Dr. Snow showed of the high school grades of
being a D, we haven't dropped. It hasn't been -- it
has been a real adjustment and really hard, but we've
stayed in there; we haven't dropped a grade. And |
think with nore adjustnment and allowi ng kids to grow
up and realize that they have to grow up and

understand how to do their own work that it wll
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hel p. There are changes that need to be nmade. Like
the financial aid person said that if it keeps going
like it is that -- then Sparkman is going to be in
financial distress. But that's if nothing changes.
There's been many things that have been proposed to
hel p the changes and hel p the students in the
community, and | think it just really needs to be

| ooked at. And there's also been -- I'msorry --

CHAI RMAN ZOOK:  You have about 15 seconds.

M5. TUPA: Ckay. |'d just say thank you. W
just -- we need a chance because it is a hard change.
Especially if y'"all decide not to keep our school
open, it's going to be really hard on students. And
we' ve just been through change after change after
change, and | don't think we've been given the
opportunity to grow and to learn --

[ TI MER BELL RI NGS]

MS. TUPA: -- howto take this. And | sent
y'all an email about it. [|'mnuch nore adequate at
witing than | am at speaking. But thank you for
your tinme and thank you for |istening.

(COURT REPORTER S NOTE: The tinmer bell
continues to ring.)

CHAI RMAN ZOOK:  Does anybody know how to turn

that off? Here he cones.
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(COURT REPORTER S NOTE: Secretary Key turns off
the tinmer bell.)

CHAI RVAN ZOOK:  Now, then.

KATELYN NOALI N

MS. NOALIN. My name is Katelyn Nowin, and |'m
a 7th grader at Sparkman School. | have attended
Spar kman School for five years, from3rd grade to
7th, and hopefully on to 12th.

Wien | was in the 4th grade, Harnmony G ove
School District nmade the decision to put students in
Spar kman on conputers in a program cal | ed MobyMax.
This was a very poor decision. | did not benefit
fromthe way | was being taught. The website for
MobyMax states that MobyMax hel ps struggling | earners
qui ckly catch-up grade | evels and closes | earning
gaps. It sounds great; right? Well, it did not do
that for me. In fact, it did the opposite.

My 5th grade year, the District again nade a
poor decision that negatively affected ny academ cs.
On top of being on MobyMax throughout each day, the
5th and 6th grade, along with other grades, were
conbi ned into one classroom where once again the
teachers were not able to provide appropriate
educati on.

After two years on MbbyMax and one year in a
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conbined class, | entered the 6th grade | ast year
with a 2nd grade reading |l evel and nmy math was at the
3rd grade level. So | guess it is safe to say
MobyMax did not close ny | earning gaps.

Thankful 'y, last year |I was not in a conbi ned
grade and the teacher, seeing the negative outcone
caused by MbyMax, decided to stop using it. Last
year | was able to get hands-on | earning that |
needed for the first time since 3rd grade and |
automatically excelled. In alittle over a year,
| earned | can do hard things. M reading |evel has
junped up two grade levels and ny math score i s now
greater than 10th grade.

On top of all of this, about a year ago ny birth
not her abandoned me and ny brother. This was around
the time that | started truly excelling. For nost
kids nmy age this woul d have negatively affected every
area of nmy life. In ny case, however, the teachers
i n Sparkman encouraged ne and constantly rem nded ne
that God has a plan for ny life. M 4th grade
t eacher and her husband even stepped up and fought
for custody over nme and ny brother. Sparkman School
has truly shown ne |ove like I've never known before.

| sinmply want to ask you today to do the sane

thing for Sparkman as it has done for ne over the
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| ast year. Please just give Sparkman a chance to
gain stability, a chance to prosper, and a chance to
have a hope and a future. Thank you for your tinme.

CHAI RVAN ZOOK:  Thank you.

Stracener, Christian S-t-r-a-c-e-n-e-r.

Okay. Franks.

LAURREN FRANKS

M5. FRANKS: If | could pass ny -- oh, sorry.
|''m Laurren Franks. 1'ma nom parent, whatever.
But | would like to give ny tinme to Ms. Taylor, who
has the plan that she wasn't able to share earlier
about a way to do it, if that's okay to give ny tine.

CHAI RMAN ZOOK: We typically don't --

M5. FRANKS:. Ckay.

CHAI RVMAN ZOOK:  -- give tine.

MS. FRANKS: And that'll be fine.

CHAI RMAN ZOCK:  Yeabh.

M5. FRANKS: I'Il just go ahead --

CHAI RMAN ZOCK:  Yeabh.

M5. FRANKS: -- and respect y'all's tine. Thank

you for the consideration.

Good norning. | nentioned that while ago.
Thank you for the opportunity to speak to y'all. |'m
fromour community; I've lived there ny entire life.

And |'mreal nervous because |I'ma Nurse
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Practitioner, so |I'mnormally one-on-one, so -- wth
the patient. Wile alittle nore about nme may not
make a difference today, it does tell the story of
t he inportance of Sparkman School and the conmunity
and innmy life. | graduated in 2002, with 17 people.
O those, half have graduated with a bachelor's
degree and several with a master's degree. |I'm
currently in ny |ast senester of Nurse Practitioner
school and nmy goal is to open a clinic in Sparkman to
hope that it will grow

You may be thinking what does this have to do
with the school. But it's because of the small
school that hel ped ne to becone a caring,
conpassi onate, educated and driven person | amtoday.
Then and now, the teachers knew sonething -- knew if
sonet hing were going on in our lives and they woul d
try to help us. They gave enotional, nental,
educati onal support because we were not one-on-one --
a one-of-25. Two teachers you heard from previously,
Ms. Bobbi e Wal ker was nmy 5th grade teacher; M.
Taylor is nmy son's 6th grade teacher, and he hates
math but in one year -- in one senmester he went from
a 5th grade math level to greater than 9th grade and
| oves math. |'mthankful for them being here and

t hi nki ng out side of the box, because the students do
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matter and they |ove them

|'malso a children's mnister at Sparkman First
Baptist Church where | get to see many of these
students on a weekly basis. | also drive the church
van and for five mles it's real hard sonetimes. For
some of them they lack basic |ife needs at hone.
But at this small school their needs are net because
of the teachers and the other staff that see their
needs.

| pray that you will help us to continue to stay
open with the new plan that Ms. Taylor has. W're
just asking for the chance to continue to nake
educat ed, caring individuals.

In closing, we have al ways been known as the
M ghty Raiders. But it was not for the nunbers; it

was for hearts and believing in doing what was

i mpossible. M. Rogers once said -- and | |ove M.
Rogers -- "Anyone who does anything to help a child
inhislifeis a hero.”™ Thank you.

CHAI RMAN ZOOK:  Thank you.
Cint Waller.
[ AUDI ENCE LAUGHTER]
CHAI RMAN ZOCK: |'s that not good?
MR WALKER: It's \Wal ker.
CHAI RMAN ZOOK:  Ckay.
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CLI NT WALKER

MR WALKER: My nanme is dint Walker. |I'ma
citizen of Sparkman and a parent. There's just
sonet hi ng speci al about small towns, the cl oseness,
the slower pace of life. And a small town is a place
where nost of us call hone; it's a place you al ways
want to be able to go back to; it's a school where
t he teachers know you and | ove you, as your own
parents do. It's still that way in Sparkman. My
famly, as well as others, noved back to the -- with
the intent to raise their famly, just as our parents
did. W want a place to call hone, to provide for
our famly. W want a reason for our kids to nove
back.

As you all know in your positions that your
deci sions affect our town in a mich deeper way than
just the school. You have the ability to uphold or

condemm an entire community right now W have an

amazi ng school at Sparkman, as you can see -- snall
town, big heart. Qur kids are educated well -- and
with the ability to make a few adjustnents, |ike we
have, we could do even better. |f Harmony G ove

fought as hard to keep us open as they have to close
us, we would be in good shape right now.

| work in Arkadel phia, and on nmy way to work I
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drive by the school at 6:00 each norning, right after
6: 00, and there's a Harnony G ove bus sitting right
there at the school to pick up our kids. He says
we're not going to have a two-hour ride, but it's
al ready happening. They pick themup, they -- two
hours one way, two hours back. That makes a 10- hour
day for students -- 10 hour days. | can't even
handl e that on a workday. This will create an
educational desert, as Dr. -- as M. Askew said. The
kids will have to travel 25 to 30 mles in each
direction and that should al nost be consi dered
educational neglect. That is not the guarantee of
equal access to public education, as nentioned in our
state constitution. After all, Arkansas has
described itself as the Land of Qpportunity. What
ki nd of opportunity is that providing?

| don't feel like this is a Sparkman-specific
problem Wth the m ni numwage increase and the
mandat ed teacher salary raises, this is just the tip
of the iceberg for rural Arkansas. A solution has
got to be found. |It's not sustainable. | hope you
will allow our school to stay open until this
solution is found. And you know what's crazy about
this? W're not even in the red right now, we're in

the black, and this is all about shutting our school
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down before it's -- we're given a chance. Right?
What's the rush? This is an irreversible decision.
And we ask that you | eave our doors open for now,
because once the doors are closed, the doors are
closed. They're not com ng back.

A viabl e plan has been presented to Harnony
G ove in the past and they don't listen. They're too
sel f-focused.

[ TI MER BELLS RI NGS]

MR WALKER: | pray that you have conpassion on
us when maki ng your deci sion.

CHAI RMAN ZOOK:  Thank you.

M. Sivens [sic].

MR G VENS: Gvens?

CHAI RMAN ZOOK:  S-i-v-e-n-s.

MR G VENS: Wll, that's a G

CHAI RVAN ZOOK:  On.

ED G VENS

MR G VENS: |I'mEd Gvens. Can you hear ne?

CHAI RVAN ZOCK: W can.

MR G VENS: M dad graduated from Sparkman H gh
School about 1938. | graduated from Sparkman Hi gh
School in 1962. |'ve spent alnost 76 years in that
area, with the exception of going to school and the

mlitary. Wwen | was a senior in high school | had
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no intention of going to college, but I was fortunate
enough sone way to win a scholarship for $1,000 from
GP to go to Arkansas A& which is now UAM to study
forestry. | did that, and after the first year
said, "I'mnot quitting now. I'mgoing to get it."
So | ended up spending the bal ance of that $1, 000
schol arship to buy books for the sophonore year.

Ti mes have changed. | have two sons that graduated
from Sparkman Hi gh School in the early 1990 era.
Both of them went to Henderson; one graduated with a
bachelor's, one with a master's.

Back to my 1962 tine, | have two brothers and
three sisters that graduated from Sparkman Hi gh
School. One brother graduated from UAM degree in
forestry, decided he wanted to teach; he went to SAU
and then to the University to get his teaching
degree. | have three sisters; one graduated from
UAM two graduated from Henderson. | have nunerous
ni eces, nephews, and nmaybe great-ni eces and nephews
-- | don't know how that goes -- that have gone and
are going to Sparkman schools. | think we have
produced a pretty good educational system and |
think if given the credits that we'll continue to
produce good students. | would like for you, the

Board, to check into the situation of the Kingsland

Sharon K. Hill, CCR
(501) 680-0888




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N RN N NN R R R R R R R R R
g N W N P O © 0O N o o0 M W N Rk O

- March 12, 2020

103

consolidation and see who Ki ngsland was consol i dat ed
wi th and check the distance between those schools.

And then I'lIl run out of tine on this one -- the
dem se of small schools started many years ago, when
t he school district boundaries was allowed to be | ax.
And if you check the students, the bulk of the
students that's going to Harnmony G ove School, and
sonme even to Bearden, they live in a corner of the
county that's about equal distance fromthe three
school s -- Harnony G ove, Bearden, and Sparknman.
Thank you.

CHAI RMAN ZOOK:  Thank you.

[ TI MER BELLS RI NGS]

CHAI RVAN ZOOK:  Deborah Lewis. Then, the |ast

one will be Candace WIIi ans.
DEBORAH LEW S

MS. LEWS: M nane is Deborah Lewis. M
daught er was caught up in the bad decisions -- the
bad decisions that M. Snow wasn't a part of it, but
he did cone back and give us a teacher. She was
caught up in 1st grade with MbyMax; she was caught
up in 2nd grade with conbi ned cl asses; she was caught
up in 3rd grade with conbined classes. So she's had
only one year of a teacher in all these years. Wen

she got to 3rd grade, we had Ms. Harnmon -- amazing
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worman. He stepped in, he gave us all kinds of help;
it was awesone. But she was still in a conbined
class. The teacher was having to teach two different
grades, but she was at a 1.2. This year she had M.
Tayl or and Ms. Pennington. She has three teachers --
and Ms. Carroll. Sheis at a 3.8 to a 4.5 grade
poi nt average now on her reading. But this is the
first year she actually got to do it, she's actually
had a teacher, she's actually got to thrive.

So Harnony Grove, their students have never been
through this. They weren't put in a conbined class;
they weren't put on MobyMax -- so there's no data for
their score to our score.

| started at Sparkman -- | was a P.E. aid --
anyway, and | started when the -- in the conbination,
when they did all this consolidation. And we've
al ways been their stepchild; we've always been "they
had to take us" -- and as a result, sone of the
decisions to save noney has hurt our kids. Now we
just want the opportunity to let themgrow. W don't
have to close this year. Gve thema chance, because
nost of these students ny daughter started with have
l eft because of the conbined cl asses, because of
t hese decisions. And everybody kept saying, "Al

you've got to do is just |eave and go to Harnony
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Gove." That's not the answer. CQur teachers are not
our problem Qur adm nistration who inplenented

t hese decisions that they thought was the best thing
to save noney for Sparkman is what hurt our child;

not that -- not the students. Qur teachers -- |ast
year in the 3rd grade they actually did tutoring.
They tutored these kids after school and was not paid
for it; they didit on their owm dinme. They stayed
after to help our kids, to put our kids back to where
they need to be, because they saw what happened and

t hey went out of their way.

And so | just want you to think about it and
give the opportunity to let us stay open for another
year and just see where we go. But anyway -- but
t hank you so nuch.

CHAI RMAN ZOCK:  Thank you.

And Ms. WIIians.

CANDACE W LLI AMS

M5. WLLIAVS: Al right. The |ast one, | guess
-- I'"'mCandace Wllianms wth Rural Conmmunity Alliance
and | just -- | sent an email to you-all.

CHAI RVAN ZOOK:  Yes.

M5. WLLIAVS: | just want to publicly show our
support to Sparkman.

The bill that you referenced earlier, Act 377 of
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2015, we advocated for that for 10-plus years. In
2015, Governor Hutchinson heard us. W had Cozart
and d ark, you know, on our side, and we were finally
able to get schools sonme relief fromthat 350,
feeling like there was a nail in the coffin. And as
nmentioned earlier, Kirby, they' ve been before you-al
and they're making it work. They've gone to four
days. This can work. So the census, 2020 census
wi Il show us what we al ready know. everything bel ow
Little Rock is -- you know, we have a few pockets

where it's growing but other than that, we're |osing

popul ation. So people are still there. Even with ny
personal experience -- I'mfromthe Elaine conmunity,
our school district -- | was part of the |ast
graduating class fromthat school. And |like you

said, a community never heals fromthat. Nothing
hurts a community -- a rural community |ike |osing
the heart or the nucleus of that community |ike
cl osi ng our doors.

So if at all possible, if you all could work
some kind of way fromthe state point, the |oca
point to really address not just today, Sparkman, but
there are other Sparkman's out there. There are
ot her schools that are in fear because of the teacher

increase, the salary. W need that. W know we need
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that. But schools are literally |ike grasping at
their pearls because they're scared of their
financial state when the noney fromthe State runs
out. So I don't think this could ve happened at a
better tine with the adequacy study going on. Like
Senat or Mal och nmentioned, we really need to | ook at a
better way to fund our nore rural schools.

So | just want to publicly show our support to
Spar kman. Thank y' al |

CHAI RMAN ZOCK:  Thank you.

BOARD QUESTI ONS/ COMVENTS
CHAI RMAN ZOOK: Ckay. Do you have any further

comments or questions, Ms. Newton?

M5. NEWION: | guess | just have sone conments
that -- so we can kind of hear where the struggle has
been.

First of all, I want to thank the community for

your turnout and just to see how nmuch you care and
you | ove your kids and your comunity. And just no
matter what happens | hope that y'all wll continue
to do that and to speak up and stand for your Kids.
This is a very, very difficult decision that
we're faced with, and | want y'all to realize that
we're not taking it lightly. W understood, and |'m

sure the rest of the Board, like | have, have nmde it
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a matter of prayer, to pray about it, to think about
it, and to study, and to ask questions.

And so sone of my concerns are -- | see the
progress that the el enentary has made, but | know
that we have a responsibility to make sure that every
student in that district has a free and appropriate
public education. And I don't knowif all of you
realize this but | took the tine to go down and visit
t he Sparkman canpus and to see for myself what was
going on, and the elenmentary teachers were worKking
so, so hard. And to nme, that woul d've been a dream
j ob because every class, you know, |ess than 10 kids;
you can give themthe one-on-one attention that they
need. And | don't have a doubt about the rise in
scores that you're going to see fromthat because
you're able to spend so nuch time with those kids,
catching themup and getting themon grade |evel, and
it's a-- that's a great situation. But once | got
to the 7th and 8th grade and the 9th and 10t h and
11th and 12th, I'mgoing to be honest, mnmy heart broke
for those kids; you know, it's not a good situation.
It's not what those kids need. And, you know, they
may get the academ cs they need, but there's nore to
education than sitting and getting know edge put into

you -- you know, | earning comunication skills,
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| earning to conmunicate, learning to work with a
team learning to get along wth others, being in a
situation of a group of peers and know ng how to
comuni cate, being involved in extracurricular
activities. | can go on and on. All of you that
have been in high school, you know what all of those
things are. So that's concerning to ne.

The other thing that | think about is, you know,
t he progress that has been nade at the elenentary
| evel . Several of you have said it's because this is
the first year that we've had an opportunity for
those kids to have a teacher. That breaks ny heart
again. You know, that's -- you know, what have we
done to those students that they didn't have that
opportunity? And then | ook and hear themtal king
about finances and saying, "Well, if it stays open,
then we're going to have to go back and do bl ended
classes. W're going to have to go back and do those
things." And then -- but then you' ve got a plan, but
our hands are tied. W can't nake anybody do
anything. Al we can do is say, "Yes, you're going

to stay open"” or "no, you're not." And so | hope you
see the struggle that I'mhaving with this. You
know, ny total mndset is what is best for those

students, and that's how |I'm going to make ny

Sharon K. Hill, CCR
(501) 680-0888




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N RN N NN R R R R R R R R R
g N W N P O © 0O N o o0 M W N Rk O

- March 12, 2020

110

deci sion; you know, how do | bal ance what |I'm hearing
on both sides, you know, and how do we get to where
we need to be. You know, because this is not only
affecting the kids, but it affects the adults. But
|'ve got to keep ny focus on the kids and | hope you
realize that |'ve got to keep ny focus on what is
best for those students, what is going to give them

t he best opportunity whenever they | eave high school,
whenever they |eave -- sonme of themare going to stay
in the Sparkman comunity, but some of them are not.
Sonme of themare going to go find opportunities

el sewhere in the world. Wat is going to give them

t he best opportunity to succeed in the world as they
go out?

So those are the things that I'mnulling over.
Those are the things that |'mthinking about and
westling with as we talk about this. And | hope
some of the other board nenbers will kind of give ne
your thoughts and what you're thinking --

CHAI RMAN ZOOK:  Ckay.

M5. NEWION: -- along those lines also.

CHAI RMAN ZOCOK: M. WIliamson, did you have any
further conmments?

MR. WLLIAVSON: No, ma'am not right now.

CHAI RMAN ZOOK: Ckay. And, Ms. McFetridge, did
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you?

M5. McFETRIDGE: Yes, nm'am

| have to say also | amvery concerned about how
we' re educating the high school students. | think
we're doing thema huge disservice. And we have to
t hi nk about their future enployability in this globa
community. |'mjust very concerned. | think that's
ny conment at this point.

CHAI RMAN ZOOK:  Okay. Thank you.

Dr. HIl, did you have anything further?

DR FITZ HILL: | just want to -- Ms. Newton
said she has visited.

Do you think the progress though will be seen
when you're looking at the -- this is 10 years of
consol i dati on now -- how | ong?

CHAI RMAN ZOOK:  Fifteen.

DR FITZ HLL: Fifteen. Al right. And the
students in the pipeline -- do you think the |earning
wi || be enhanced because of the elenmentary school now
with those students noving on? Because the
foundation that they're getting, those other kids did
not get.

M5. NEWION: The el enentary students this year

DR FITZ HLL: This year, yes.
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M5. NEWION: -- those -- you know, 8 to 10
students in each grade, those kids are getting what
t hey need. But once you hit 7th grade, all the way
up --

DR FITZ HILL: But I'msaying --

MS. NEWION:  Yeah.

DR FITZ HLL: -- do you think that that cycle

wi || be enhanced though because of the foundation of
the elenmentary kids --

MS. NEWION: Wl | --

DR FITZ HLL: -- in the future?
MS. NEWION:  -- if --
DR FITZ HLL: |[|'masking --

M5. NEWION. kay, | know. And | guess what |
wll say tothat is if the situation in 7 through 12
as far as the instructional nethods stay the saneg,
t hen no.

DR FITZ HLL: No. kay.

M5. NEWION: | don't think you're going to see
progress if everything stays the sane.

DR FITZ HLL: Ckay.

CHAI RMAN ZOCK:  Ms. Chanbers, anything el se?

M5. CHAMBERS: | want to nmake sure that |
understood. If a child in junior high or mddle
school -- junior high or high school in Sparkman
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wanted -- for all the reasons that you just
mentioned, Ms. Newton -- to have nore services and
nore anenities, could they choose into Harnmony G ove?

SUPT. SNOW Yes, ma'am

MS. NEWION:  They're not -- this is not a
separate district; this is -- they wouldn't have to
choice. They're part of the Harnony G ove district,
so they can -- they are -- they have | think -- was
it 70-sonething students that are going there now?

MS. CHAMBERS: Right.

M5. NEWION: So they can do that. Yes.

M5. CHAMBERS: So one of the things | was really
listening for -- and it goes back to the threshold,
the law that was previously set with the 350 -- and
|''ma nunbers person. And it's very conpelling,
| ooki ng at the nunbers as a means of judging the
efficacy, the efficiency of a dollar spent in the
state on a student, because we're trying to nmake sure
-- we have a duty of care to nmake sure every student
-- you know, and we could all naybe agree that we're
going to disagree on the definition of what it means
to provide an adequate education. But | have to
admt that over the years in this role getting a
chance to hear communities cone and nmake their

statenment about that threshold -- and that's only one
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threshold, but it's the rural conmunity threshold;
right -- small school? And obviously this isolation
el ement is -- geographically dispersed conmmunities is
a different issue. But the point is |'ve cone to
fully -- even nore fully appreciate the inportance of
vital comunities for a school. And | do sense -- |
hope -- we can't have pride in the existence of a
conmunity being the justification of keeping a school
open that maybe is not able to provide for our
children. | don't hear that fromyou. | hear that
you're -- because | was really lucky to be raised by
-- if I was out on the street doing sonething I

shoul dn't have been doing, ny nother and father would
be sure to hear about it. So the community was a
part of my upbringing and what it nmeant to be -- what
a good person looked like. And so | think that's a
really, really inportant part of an education in

gr owi ng up.

As in nost things in life, there are two sides
to this story. | so appreciate what Harnony G ove,
what the superintendent and the board are trying to
do and what they're thinking about in terms of the
nunbers.

So in ternms of signaling kind of nmy current

t houghts, I'mnot voting agai nst Harnmony G ove but |
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am voting for Sparkman having a chance. This is not
going to last indefinitely, not to make a pun. This
i sol ated school is not an isolated issue for the
state; it's a nuch broader issue for us. And I'm
hopeful that this study and work that we'll continue
to do will help us understand the |ongevity of having
a viable school that's not near an urban area or an
easi |y annexed situation. The one thing | would ask,
if you could -- because |I do think the vote is
interesting, the 5-to-2, and where those were --
those fol ks were, what they were representing. | did
hear a ot of "we/they" today, and that's not good
for the community, whatever you do. And so |I'myvery
hopeful if it's one nore year -- because the finances
will catch up with this -- changes will have to be
made. But |'m hopeful that the comunities can take
advantage of this time to cone together and really be
a "we" in maybe a way that the earlier consolidation
did not cause, so that whatever decision you nmake,
even though it may be difficult -- it wll be
difficult; that's just where -- where will you choose
your difficulties, but that you nake the decision
t oget her .

CHAI RMAN ZOOK: Ms. Dean, any nore?

M5. DEAN. | agree with everything that's been
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said so far, so | won't repeat it. M sane struggle
-- It's ny sane struggle: it looks Iike the students
at the elenmentary school are finally getting an
opportunity to thrive, and the junior high and high
school students are really facing a challenge.

| can speak fromny own experience once again.
| have four children -- two girls, two boys. One of
ny girls does great with online courses, and ny
ol dest child, who's very bright, always been very
st udi ous, al ways been advanced, she cannot do online
courses. | don't know why, but she can't. She
doesn't do well with online courses. But you put her
in a classroom she excels. So | think forcing
students to have to |earn fromone way, that's not
fair and it doesn't -- that's not the way to do
educati on.

| think | agree |I did hear a lot of "we/they."
And | think as well you have an opportunity to
actually bring sonme unity with the tine allotted.
Because | agree, |'mnot voting agai nst Harnony
G ove, but | think Sparkman deserves an opportunity
to do what is best for their students and do what's
best for their Kids.

And as | spoke to earlier, | -- this kind of hit

honme for ne, it kind of pulled on heartstrings for ne
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because it took ne back to ny chil dhood and that
experience being so far away from-- going to school
so far away from hone was not a good experience. M
nmom went -- who was a honenmaker and a pastor's wife
went from being the honeroom nom who was at the
school al nost every day -- everybody knew Ms. Canp --
Ms. Canp. She went frombeing a very active
participant in being involved as a parent to hardly
ever stepping foot on canpus ever again. And not
only was that hard for nme, it was hard for her as
wel | when you want to be -- you want to be invol ved.
And if | take this fromthe community and parenta
i nvol venent aspect, this does not -- this is not
conducive for what I'mtrying to do while I'mon the
State Board, which is help parents to be nore
i nvol ved, to be nore engaged, help the comunity to
be nore engaged. This works against that.

So for those reasons |'|l|l be voting that
Spar kman continues to stay open. | would encourage
t he superintendent to be open-m nded, |ook for
sol utions, pray, ask God for guidance, because |
believe there is a way. | believe there is a way to
do it and to get it done. W just have to be open
and | ook for solutions. Thank you.

CHAI RVAN ZOOK:  Dr. Moore.
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DR. MOORE: Yes. |In echoing the difficult
deci sion that we have at hand, | think we as a board
are wei ghing our responsibilities under |aw and from
t he General Assenbly of providing an excellent
education for all students in the state. And one
thing that just keeps echoing in ny mnd is the idea
that all high school students should have -- every
hi gh school needs to have 38 courses for al
students. And | believe that all students shoul d
have access to those 38 courses and four teachers is
not going to do that. Now, obviously, they wll
still have 38 courses, but they'|ll be online. But
this is not just a Sparkman issue; this is a greater
issue in the state of how are we as a state
supporting rural conmunities that aren't able to
staff to that. But, again, echo a hard decision, and
appreciate all the comments that have been said
t oday.

CHAI RVAN ZOCK:  Ms. McAdoo.

M5. MCADOO. | just wanted to let the students
know that | am so very proud of you for having the
courage and the strength to get up here and speak
fromyour heart. | think you represented your
community, your parents, the State of Arkansas very

well. So, thank you.
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CHAI RMAN ZOOK:  I've lived through two or three
of these. | think | keep com ng back to the fact
that it's been a 15-year consolidation, so there has
been some tinme. | too, as a former teacher, am
concerned about high school students doing online.
There mi ght've been sone courses -- math and science
and English -- that would' ve worked well for nme. |'m
not so sure if social studies would, but you never
know.

The facilities, we didn't talk about that. Are
the facilities simlar or are there issues or
whatever with the facilities? | know when Vi ol et

H 1l and Oxford consolidated they picked a centra

place for their high school. But are your facilities
simlar, equal, unequal, maybe -- yeah, please, cone
-- yeah, I"'masking you. And if you will, cone to

t he m crophone.

SUPT. SNOW Basically, the Sparkman canpus is
in one building and there is no issues wth that
bui | di ng.

CHAI RMAN ZOOK:  They're warm safe and dry?

SUPT. SNOW  Yes, ma'am

CHAI RMAN ZOCK:  Ckay.

SUPT. SNOW Yes, ma'am

CHAI RMAN ZOOK:  And Harnony Grove is as well?
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CHAI RMAN ZOOK:  Ckay. Thank you.

And the capacity?

SUPT. SNOW We're going to have to rearrange

some things but, yes, we do have the capacity.

CHAI RMAN ZOOK:  Ckay. Thank you.

Anybody el se?

Do | have a notion?

MS. CHAMBERS: |'m happy to make a notion, but

|'mtrying to figure out what the --

CHAI RMAN ZOCK:  You'll make a notion to -- okay,

go ahead.

MS5. CHAMBERS: So | woul d nake

cl osing Sparkman K-12 at the end of
school year.

MS. DEAN:  Second.

CHAI RMAN ZOOK: | have a -- do

noti on by Ms. Chanbers, a second by
W need to take a roll-call on
mean we have to.
SECRETARY KEY: Dr. Moore.
DR, MOORE: No.
SECRETARY KEY: M. WIIlianson.
MR WLLI AVBON:  Yes.
SECRETARY KEY: Ms. McFetri dge.

a notion to deny

the 2019-20

-- | have a
Ms. Dean.

this -- no, |
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M5. MCFETRIDGE:  No.

SECRETARY KEY: Ms. Dean.

M5. DEAN:  Yes.

SECRETARY KEY: Ms. Chanbers.

M5. CHAMBERS: Yes.

SECRETARY KEY: Dr. Hill.

DR HLL: Yes.

SECRETARY KEY: Ms. New on.

M5. NEWTON:  No.

SECRETARY KEY: Four votes for the notion, three
agai nst .

CHAI RMAN ZOOK:  Motion passes. Sparkman wl|
not be closed this com ng year

[ AUDI ENCE CHEERS AND APPLAUSE]

CHAI RVAN ZOOK: | will say this to the community
-- and | have been a school adm nistrator, as well as
a teacher. There are a lot of things that -- doing
school is hard and there are a | ot of things
adm ni strators have to consider in addition to just
t he day-to-day, one-on-one instruction, all-be that
is the nost inmportant. But they have to | ook at the
finances, they have to ook at the facilities, they
have to | ook at the transportation. And it has been
ny experience that in those districts where, for |ack

of a better anal ogy, the Band-Aid was ripped off
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qui ckly everybody then began to heal, and it took
time. But to delay what may be inevitable may or may
not be in the best interest.

And I'msorry; | just realized that --
Represent ati ve Wmack, you were wanting to speak?

REPRESENTATI VE WOMACK:  No | onger necessary, but
| appreciate it.

CHAI RMAN ZOOK: Ckay. |I'msorry. | saved you

Anyway, if you want to | eave, then you're
wel come to do so. And we understand the frustration
on both parts.

Board and those of you who are in the audience
for other --

[ CHAI RVAN ZOOK BANGS HER GAVEL TO QUI ETEN THE ROOM

CHAI RMAN ZOOK:  -- and those of us -- those of
you who are in the audience for other itens that are
on the norning agenda, we are going to break for
[ unch now and we will be back at 1:20; so if you wll
pl an around that.

Sorry, but these are not easy or decisions that
can be made quickly.

(LUNCH BREAK: 12:37 - 1:22 P.M)

(COURT REPORTER S NOTE: The Board reconvened at
1:22 p.m, wth the exception of Dr. Fitz H Il who

left the neeting during the |unch break.)
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CHAI RMAN ZOOK: W were supposed to reconvene at
1:20. The CGovernor is going to have a press
conference at 1:45; so we will wait until after that
to convene, but we will finish up the schedul e as
schedul ed today. | apologize to those of you who
have cone in froma distance. This is strange tines
and unusual. And so we will listen to the Governor's
press conference; we will not listen to the part when
t he press asks questions because nost of the tine you
can't hear their questions anyway. But we will live-
streamit in here. |If you want to stay in here or go

out in the |obby, or if you have sonething you need

to do in the next 40 mnutes, then -- | apol ogi ze
again, but we're all just doing the best we can on
the fly.

(OFF THE RECORD - 1:23 P.M)

(COURT REPORTER S NOTE: The Board and audi ence
viewed the CGovernor's press conference re:
Coronavi rus and school closings.)

(BACK ON THE RECORD - 2:02 P.M)

CHAI RVAN ZOOK:  1'II call the neeting --
afternoon session of the State Board of Education
neeting to order. And our first itemfromthis
norning -- and thank you for your patience and

continue to remenber these people that are making
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I am writing to tender my resignation from the Harmony Grove School District. While I
have enjoyed many things about my time at the Sparkman campus, I feel I have been left
with little to no choice but to resign. My last day to teach will be Monday, March 1* due
to numerous actions I feel were directly related to my support of maintaining the
Sparkman campus.

A bit of background on my decision - last November, when our superintendent
announced plans to close our campus for “financial reasons”, I was heartbroken. I knew
our students’ best interest were not being taken into consideration nor the consideration
of employees of Sparkman school. After encouragement from other teachers and
discussions with staff | advocated on the behalf of both faculty and students to both the
local and ultimately the state board who listened, and for the first time I am aware of, did
not agree with a superintendent’s desire for consolidation of a smaller school.

Unfortunately, since that time, there have been many obstacles placed in my path by
administration. First was the mailed threat of a RIF, which was not legally in effect, and
would have eliminated my job. Thankfully the school board recognized this and stood up
to the superintendent. Then this year all of my students’ algebra books were taken to HG
campus the week before school started, forcing to revise the curriculum at the last minute.
Then my schedule was completely changed mid-year with no advance warning for lesson
planning or other considerations. To the lack of providing heat in my room until a couple
of weeks ago when it was finally repaired well after 4 months of asking for it during
fall/winter.

Then the most recent news where I was told that our superintendent is planning to bring
the same motion to the board again - combining grades and further hurting our

students. This lack of concern for Sparkman students is both despicable and not
providing students an equal access to education, all while being no cost to the HG system
as enrollment has grown at Sparkman. The combining of grades is also a concern as we
have over 20 SPED students on our campus, yet we only have one part time SPED
teacher. I have had parents call me wanting to know why their students in this category
get one on one services at HG, the larger campus, and get minimal services on our
campus. This is not providing equal access to education, and neither is busing kids from
over an hour away back to HG.

It should also be noted the superintendent, who decided to change our schedule right
before Christmas break without any input from our principal, is planning to further
reduce staff. He has only been on our campus once in 2021 and it was for less than an
hour. How is he able to determine classes need to be changed without 1*" hand
knowledge of what is occurring? We have 1/10 of the district’s students on our campus,
but we are left to fend for ourselves while those in the Administrative office continue to
disregard and treat us as if we are less because of where we are located. When I signed
my contract for this school year, I had no intention of leaving before it ended. However,
the apparent retaliation for me advocating for our teachers and students is now affecting
the students, and is why I am stepping down. Hopefully my absence will encourage

2



Administration to take a fresh look at the school and identify ways for the school to be
improved rather than running it into the ground with the hopes of closing the doors.

I thank you for your understanding and pray that you look into the treatment of everyone
affiliated with all of the HG schools and in particular the Sparkman campus. [ would be
happy to discuss any questions or concerns you might have.

Best wishes and God Bless,

Judy Taylor
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ﬁ-’ ADE DATA CENTER
Empowering Users Digitally

Spending Priorities

Period of Availability

FY21 Application
Timeline

FY21 EGMS Application

FY22 Continuation
Application Timeline

Reporting

ESSER Dashboard

Safely Reopen Schools, Address Learning Loss, Address Specific Needs
[mental health services and supports, provision of technology and connectivity, etc.)

March 13, 2020-
Sept. 30, 2022

March 13, 2020-
sept. 30, 2023

March 13, 2020-
Sept. 30, 2024
Mssurances Deadline:

Application Opened: May 7, 2021
Deadline: April 15, 2021 May 7, 2021 Application Opened:
Deadline: S5ept., 30, 2021 July 30, 2021
Deadline: Sept. 30, 2021
& irus Aid Relief and
oronavirus AC REUED an ESSER Il ESSER IlI-ARP

Economic Security Act

LEAs may close out their FY21 applications as early as Oct. 1, 2021, through the end of December

2021

LEAs can complete their FY22 application as soon as their FY21 closeout report is approved in

EGMS

Application &
Reimbursements
Additional Data per
Federal Reporting
Requirements

Continuous Education Plan
Application &
Reimbursements
Additional Data per
Federal Reporting
Requirements

Continuous Education Plan
Application &
Reimbursements
Additional Data per Federal
Reporting Requirements

Information Technology (IT) and Information Systems Involved

The award and expense information system are pulled from ADE's Financial district data warehouse which is based on IBM Cognos
Analytics platform. The financial office performs the regular data cleansing and formatting of the files and dumps them into SQL
server database (See below file format) for us in aggregated form. This structure forms the back end of the dashboard. The data is
updated once a month. The transactional accounting platform we use is eFinancePLUS. Arkansas is fortunate and planned over the
years to ensure we have a uniform financial and student management system in the form of eFinancePLUS and eSchoolPLUS
respectively. This makes our IT lives much easier and helps us build agile and scalable education information system quite
seamlessly and quickly.

The entire work is handled by in-house ADE Office of Information Technology Staff. We use IBM Cognos Analytics 11 on the financial

district data warehouse end and then MSFT Power Bl Pro on the front-end for the ESSER Dashboard display.

o LEA Insights

LEADERSHIP
SUPPORT
SERVICE
v

https://esser-insight.ade.arkansas.gov

DIVISION OF ELEMENTARY
& SECONDARY EDUCATION


https://insight.ade.arkansas.gov/
https://dese.ade.arkansas.gov/ade
https://portal.arkansas.gov/
https://adedata.arkansas.gov/

6/7/22, 10:48 AM ESSER Dashboard
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Empowering Users Digitally

State of Arkansas Portal Website

ARKANSAS
DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION
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COUNTY TREASURER'S

AD VALOREM TAX REPORT
SCHOOL DISTRICT'S UNIFORM RATE OF TAX CALCULATION
(For Reporting Purposes Only)

COUNTY DALLAS

DISTRICT HARMONY GROVE LEA # 5205

YEAR 2021 January 1 - December 31

96% HOMESTEAD TAX CREDIT (7004) | 112,451.55 |
GROSS CURRENT TAXES (7201) [ 568,597.48 |
GROSS DELINQUENT REAL ESTATE TAXES (Penalties, Costs & Interest included) (7202) | 17,587.00 |
GROSS DELINQUENT PERSONAL TAXES (Penalties & Costs included) (7203) | 22,962.26 |
GROSS STATE LAND REDEMPTIONS (Penalties, Costs & Interest Included) (7210) | 5,765.61 |
TREASURER AND COLLECTOR EXCESS COMMISSIONS DISTRIBUTED (7213 8703) [ 270.01 |
TREASURER AND COLLECTOR INTEREST EARNED DISTRIBUTED (7501) I )
ADJUSTMENTS (PLUS OR MINUS) | ]
LESS TREASURER'S COMMISSION CHARGED [ 1,818.39 |

TOTAL AD VALOREM TAX 725,815.52

TOTAL MILLAGE RATE OF DISTRICT

SCHOOL MILLAGE RATE 45.8000
URT SHARE OF MILLAGE RATE 25.00
RATIO (Minimum of 6 decimal places) 0.545852
NET URT REVENUES 396,187.85
Louann Clayton 870-352-2333 January 7, 2022
TREASURER SIGNATURE PHONE NUMBER DATE
EXHIBIT

i 4


LRAHLH1
Exhibit 4


COUNTY TREASURER'S

AD VALOREM TAX REPORT
SCHOOL DISTRICT'S UNIFORM RATE OF TAX CALCULATION
(For Reporting Purposes Only)

COUNTY DALLAS

DISTRICT HARMONY GROVE

YEAR 2020

LEA #

5205

January 1 - December 31

96% HOMESTEAD TAX CREDIT (7004)

GROSS CURRENT TAXES (7201)

GROSS DELINQUENT REAL ESTATE TAXES (Penalties, Costs & Interest included) (7202)

GROSS DELINQUENT PERSONAL TAXES (Penalties & Costs included) (7203)

GROSS STATE LAND REDEMPTIONS (Penalties, Costs & Interest Included) (7210)

TREASURER AND COLLECTOR EXCESS COMMISSIONS DISTRIBUTED (7213 8703)

TREASURER AND COLLECTOR INTEREST EARNED DISTRIBUTED (7501)

ADJUSTMENTS (PLUS OR MINUS)

LESS TREASURER'S COMMISSION CHARGED

TOTAL AD VALOREM TAX

TOTAL MILLAGE RATE OF DISTRICT
SCHOOL MILLAGE RATE

URT SHARE OF MILLAGE RATE
RATIO (Minimum of 6 decimal places)

NET URT REVENUES

Louann Clayton

111,427.28 |

538,923.55 |

17,353.87 |

24,822.59 |

5,079.98 |

238.95 |

_|

1,744.02 |

696,102.20

45.8000

25.00

0.545852

870-352-2333

379,968.78

December 29, 2020

TREASURER SIGNATURE

PHONE NUMBER

DATE



COUNTY TREASURER'S

AD VALOREM TAX REPORT
SCHOOL DISTRICT'S UNIFORM RATE OF TAX CALCULATION
(For Reporting Purposes Only)

COUNTY DALLAS

DISTRICT HARMONY GROVE

YEAR 2019

LEA #

5205

January 1 - December 31

96% HOMESTEAD TAX CREDIT (7004)

GROSS CURRENT TAXES (7201)

GROSS DELINQUENT REAL ESTATE TAXES (Penalties, Costs & Interest included) (7202)

GROSS DELINQUENT PERSONAL TAXES (Penalties & Costs included) (7203)

GROSS STATE LAND REDEMPTIONS (Penalties, Costs & Interest Included) (7210)

TREASURER AND COLLECTOR EXCESS COMMISSIONS DISTRIBUTED (7213 8703)

TREASURER AND COLLECTOR INTEREST EARNED DISTRIBUTED (7501)

ADJUSTMENTS (PLUS OR MINUS)

LESS TREASURER'S COMMISSION CHARGED

TOTAL AD VALOREM TAX

TOTAL MILLAGE RATE OF DISTRICT
SCHOOL MILLAGE RATE

URT SHARE OF MILLAGE RATE
RATIO (Minimum of 6 decimal places)

NET URT REVENUES

Louann Clayton

108,203.45 |

55864961 |

15,364.95 |

21,248.94 |

8,203.66 |

219.84 |

(1,748.15)|

1,779.36 |

708,362.94

45.8000

25.00

0.545852

870-352-2333

386,661.33

January 14, 2020

TREASURER SIGNATURE

PHONE NUMBER

DATE



COUNTY TREASURER'S

AD VALOREM TAX REPORT
SCHOOL DISTRICT'S UNIFORM RATE OF TAX CALCULATION
(For Reporting Purposes Only)

COUNTY DALLAS

DISTRICT HARMONY GROVE

YEAR 2018

LEA #

5205

January 1 - December 31

96% HOMESTEAD TAX CREDIT (7004)

GROSS CURRENT TAXES (7201)

GROSS DELINQUENT REAL ESTATE TAXES (Penalties, Costs & Interest included) (7202) |

GROSS DELINQUENT PERSONAL TAXES (Penalties & Costs included) (7203)

GROSS STATE LAND REDEMPTIONS (Penalties, Costs & Interest Included) (7210)

TREASURER AND COLLECTOR EXCESS COMMISSIONS DISTRIBUTED (7213 8703)

TREASURER AND COLLECTOR INTEREST EARNED DISTRIBUTED (7501)

ADJUSTMENTS (PLUS OR MINUS)

LESS TREASURER'S COMMISSION CHARGED

TOTAL AD VALOREM TAX

TOTAL MILLAGE RATE OF DISTRICT
SCHOOL MILLAGE RATE

URT SHARE OF MILLAGE RATE
RATIO (Minimum of 6 decimal places)

NET URT REVENUES

Leslie Nutt

109,132.01 |

552,753.32 |

16,015.04 |

27,452.58 |

5,834.28 |

163.75 |

|

1,777.97 |

709,573.01

45.8000

25.00

0.545852

870-352-2333

387,321.85

December 17, 2018

TREASURER SIGNATURE

PHONE NUMBER

DATE



CC:

COUNTY TREASURER'S

AD VALOREM TAX REPORT
SCHOOL DISTRICT'S UNIFORM RATE OF TAX CALCULATION

(For Reporting Purposes Only)

COUNTY DALLAS

DISTRICT HARMONY GROVE

LEA # 5205

YEAR 2017 January 1 - December 31

GROSS CURRENT TAXES | 557,949.50 |

GROSS DELINQUENT PERSONAL TAXES (Penalties & Costs included) | 21,943.72 |

GROSS DELINQUENT REAL ESTATE TAXES (Penalties, Costs & Interest included) | 14,440.65 |

96% HOMESTEAD TAX CREDIT | 110,389.16 |

TREASURER AND COLLECTOR EXCESS COMMISSIONS DISTRIBUTED | 165.67 |

TREASURER AND COLLECTOR INTEREST EARNED DISTRIBUTED I [

GROSS STATE LAND REDEMPTIONS (Penalties, Costs & Interest Included) L 3,495.2ﬂ

ADJUSTMENTS (PLUS OR MINUS) | (84.66)|

LESS TREASURER'S COMMISSION CHARGED | 177075 |
TOTAL AD VALOREM TAX 706,528.56

TOTAL MILLAGE RATE OF DISTRICT

SCHOOL MILLAGE RATE 45.8000

URT SHARE OF MILLAGE RATE 25.00

RATIO (Minimum of 6 decimal places) 0.545852

NET URT REVENUES 385,660.03

Leslie Nutt

870-352-2333 January 10, 2018

TREASURER SIGNATURE

Arkansas State Treasury

Arkansas Department of Education
Assessment Coordination Department
School Superintendent

PHONE NUMBER DATE

urt@artreasury.qov
john.kunkel@arkansas.gov
amy.qilbert@acd.state.ar.us




Clark Treasurer, 2017

Ledger Transactions by Fund, Date

06/27/2022 3:16:49 PM

Page 1

Funds 6703-6703 Items 1-9999

Dates 01/01/2017- 12/31/2017

Plusf Minusf] Receiptsfl]f VRecfl]l Checks[] VChecks[]

Transfersf| Tax Transfersfif]

Commission[#]

Date Fund-Item Description Check Receipt Transaction Received From / Check To Text or Description Plus Minus Running Balance
6703 Harmony Grove School District # 13D - Starting Balance $0.00
01/05/2017 6703-7202 Delinquent Real Estate Taxes TaxTrans 6005-9103 Delinquent Real->6703-7202 Harmony Grove S December 2016 Delinquent Real Estate Tax 25.06 0.00 25.06
01/05/2017 6703-7202 Delinquent Real Estate Taxes Comm < Transfer 6005-9103 Delinquent Real->6703-7202 Harmony Grove S~ Commission from Transfer 0.00 0.06 25.00
01/05/2017 6703-7203 Delinquent Personal Taxes TaxTrans 6004-9102 Delinquent Pers->6703-7203 Harmony Grove S~ December 2016 Delinquent Personal Taxes 24503 0.00 270.03
01/05/2017 6703-7203 Delinquent Personal Taxes Comm < Transfer 6004-9102 Delinquent Pers->6703-7203 Harmony Grove S~ Commission from Transfer 0.00 0.61 269.42
01/12/2017 6703-7004 Property Tax Relief Transfer 6003-9108 Property Tax Re->6703-7004 Harmony Grove S Property Tax Relief 1,742.93 0.00 2,012.35
01/12/2017 6703-7004 Property Tax Relief Comm < Transfer 6003-9108 Property Tax Re->6703-7004 Harmony Grove S~ Commission from Transfer 0.00 4.36 2,007.99
02/01/2017 6703-8703 Exess Treasurer's Commission Transfer 6000-8914 Treasurer's Com->6703-8703 Harmony Grove S~ CC2017-05 Excess Treasurers Commission 32.29 0.00 2,040.28
02/13/2017 6703-7004 Property Tax Relief Transfer 6003-9108 Property Tax Re->6703-7004 Harmony Grove S Property Tax Relief 651.96 0.00 2,692.24
02/13/2017 6703-7004 Property Tax Relief Comm < Transfer 6003-9108 Property Tax Re->6703-7004 Harmony Grove S~ Commission from Transfer 0.00 1.63 2,690.61
02/13/2017 6703-7213 Excess Collector's Commission Transfer 6001-8501 Collector's Com->6703-7213 Harmony Grove S CC2017-04 Excess Collectors Commission 992.67 0.00 3,683.28
02/13/2017 6703-8812 Transfer From Taxing Entities Transfer 6703-8812 Harmony Grove S->1000-8601 County General CC2017-03 2016 Assessors Salary And Expe 0.00 3.32 3,679.96
03/07/2017 6703-7210 State Land Redemption TaxTrans 6007-9105 State Land Rede->6703-7210 Harmony Grove S State Land Redemption 238.41 0.00 3,918.37
03/07/2017 6703-7210 State Land Redemption Comm < Transfer 6007-9105 State Land Rede->6703-7210 Harmony Grove S Commission from Transfer 0.00 0.60 3,917.77
03/13/2017 6703-7004 Property Tax Relief Transfer 6003-9108 Property Tax Re->6703-7004 Harmony Grove S~ Property Tax Relief 593.44 0.00 4.511.21
03/13/2017 6703-7004 Property Tax Relief Comm < Transfer 6003-9108 Property Tax Re->6703-7004 Harmony Grove S Commission from Transfer 0.00 1.48 4,509.73
04/06/2017 6703-7201 Local Property Taxes-Current TaxTrans 6002-9101 Collector's Una->6703-7201 Harmony Grove S Current Taxes For March 2017 1,894.97 0.00 6,404.70
04/06/2017 6703-7201 Local Property Taxes-Current Comm < Transfer 6002-9101 Collector's Una->6703-7201 Harmony Grove S Commission from Transfer 0.00 4.74 6,399.96
04/06/2017 6703-7203 Delinquent Personal Taxes TaxTrans 6004-9102 Delinquent Pers->6703-7203 Harmony Grove S Delinquent Personal Taxes For March 2017 387.80 0.00 6,787.76
04/06/2017 6703-7203 Delinquent Personal Taxes Comm < Transfer 6004-9102 Delinquent Pers->6703-7203 Harmony Grove S Commission from Transfer 0.00 0.97 6,786.79
04/10/2017 6703-7004 Property Tax Relief Transfer 6003-9108 Property Tax Re->6703-7004 Harmony Grove S Property Tax Relief 674.95 0.00 7,461.74
04/10/2017 6703-7004 Property Tax Relief Comm < Transfer 6003-9108 Property Tax Re->6703-7004 Harmony Grove S~ Commission from Transfer 0.00 1.69 7,460.05
05/05/2017 6703-7201 Local Property Taxes-Current TaxTrans 6002-9101 Collector's Una->6703-7201 Harmony Grove S Current Taxes 4,425.72 0.00 11,885.77
05/05/2017 6703-7201 Local Property Taxes-Current Comm < Transfer 6002-9101 Collector's Una->6703-7201 Harmony Grove S Commission from Transfer 0.00 11.06 11,874.71




Clark Treasurer, 2017

Ledger Transactions by Fund, Date

06/27/2022 3:16:50 PM

Page 2

Funds 6703-6703 Items 1-9999

Dates 01/01/2017- 12/31/2017

Plus@ Minusfl] Receiptsf] VRecf Checks[] VChecks[]

Transfersfl]l  Tax Transfersf]

Commission[#

Date Fund-ltem Description Warrant Check Receipt Transaction Received From / Check To Text or Description Plus Minus Running Balance
05/05/2017 6703-7203 Delinquent Personal Taxes TaxTrans 6004-9102 Delinquent Pers->6703-7203 Harmony Grove S Delinquent Personal Taxess For April 17 225.81 0.00 12,100.52
05/05/2017 6703-7203 Delinquent Personal Taxes Comm < Transfer 6004-9102 Delinquent Pers->6703-7203 Harmony Grove S Commission from Transfer 0.00 0.56 12,099.96
05/10/2017 6703-7004 Property Tax Relief Transfer 6003-9108 Property Tax Re->6703-7004 Harmony Grove S Property Tax Relief 686.71 0.00 12,786.67
05/10/2017 6703-7004 Property Tax Relief Comm < Transfer 6003-9108 Property Tax Re->6703-7004 Harmony Grove S Commission from Transfer 0.00 1.72 12,784.95
06/06/2017 6703-7201 Local Property Taxes-Current TaxTrans 6002-9101 Collector's Una->6703-7201 Harmony Grove S Current Taxes 3,036.80 0.00 15,821.75
06/06/2017 6703-7201 Local Property Taxes-Current Comm < Transfer 6002-9101 Collector's Una->6703-7201 Harmony Grove S Commission from Transfer 0.00 7.59 15,814.16
06/09/2017 6703-7004 Property Tax Relief Transfer 6003-9108 Property Tax Re->6703-7004 Harmony Grove S Property Tax Relief 684.58 0.00 16,498.74
06/09/2017 6703-7004 Property Tax Relief Comm < Transfer 6003-9108 Property Tax Re->6703-7004 Harmony Grove S Commission from Transfer 0.00 1.71 16,497.03
07/10/2017 6703-7201 Local Property Taxes-Current TaxTrans 6002-9101 Collector's Una->6703-7201 Harmony Grove S Current Taxes 1,015.84 0.00 17,512.87
07/10/2017 6703-7201 Local Property Taxes-Current Comm < Transfer 6002-9101 Collector's Una->6703-7201 Harmony Grove S Commission from Transfer 0.00 2.54 17,510.33
08/07/2017 6703-7201 Local Property Taxes-Current TaxTrans 6002-9101 Collector's Una->6703-7201 Harmony Grove S Current Taxes 450.51 0.00 17,960.84
08/07/2017 6703-7201 Local Property Taxes-Current Comm < Transfer 60029101 Collector's Una->6703-7201 Harmony Grove S Commission from Transfer 0.00 1.13 17,959.71
09/06/2017 6703-7201 Local Property Taxes-Current TaxTrans 6002-9101 Collector's Una->6703-7201 Harmony Grove S Current Taxes 969.41 0.00 18,929.12
09/06/2017 6703-7201 Local Property Taxes-Current Comm < Transfer 6002-9101 Collector's Una->6703-7201 Harmony Grove S Commission from Transfer 0.00 2.42 18,926.70
10/04/2017 6703-7201 Local Property Taxes-Current TaxTrans 6002-9101 Collector's Una->6703-7201 Harmony Grove S Current Taxes 5,396.87 0.00 24,323.57
10/04/2017 6703-7201 Local Property Taxes-Current Comm < Transfer 6002-9101 Collector's Una->6703-7201 Harmony Grove S Commission from Transfer 0.00 13.49 24,310.08
10/04/2017 6703-7202 Delinquent Real Estate Taxes TaxTrans 6005-9103 Delinquent Real->6703-7202 Harmony Grove S Delinquent Real Estate Taxes 413.88 0.00 24.723.96
10/04/2017 6703-7202 Delinquent Real Estate Taxes Comm < Transfer 6005-9103 Delinquent Real->6703-7202 Harmony Grove S Commission from Transfer 0.00 1.03 24,722.93
10/04/2017 6703-7203 Delinquent Personal Taxes TaxTrans 6004-9102 Delinquent Pers->6703-7203 Harmony Grove S Delinquent Personal Taxes 74.26 0.00 24,797.19
10/04/2017 6703-7203 Delinquent Personal Taxes Comm < Transfer 6004-9102 Delinquent Pers->6703-7203 Harmony Grove S Commission from Transfer 0.00 0.19 24,797.00
11/08/2017 6703-7201 Local Property Taxes-Current TaxTrans 6002-9101 Collector's Una->6703-7201 Harmony Grove S Current Taxes 13,591.58 0.00 38,388.58
11/08/2017 6703-7201 Local Property Taxes-Current Comm < Transfer 6002-9101 Collector's Una->6703-7201 Harmony Grove S Commission from Transfer 0.00 33.98 38,354.60
12/07/2017 6703-7202 Delinquent Real Estate Taxes TaxTrans 6005-9103 Delinquent Real->6703-7202 Harmony Grove S Delinquent Real Estate Taxes 1,642.34 0.00 39,996.94
12/07/2017 6703-7202 Delinquent Real Estate Taxes Comm < Transfer 6005-9103 Delinquent Real->6703-7202 Harmony Grove S Commission from Transfer 0.00 4.1 39,992.83
12/07/2017 6703-7203 Delinquent Personal Taxes TaxTrans 6004-9102 Delinquent Pers->6703-7203 Harmony Grove S Delinquent Personal Taxes 585.09 0.00 40,577.92



Clark Treasurer, 2017

Ledger Transactions by Fund, Date

06/27/2022 3:16:50 PM

Page 3

Funds 6703-6703 Items 1-9999

Dates 01/01/2017- 12/31/2017

Plus Minusf] Receiptsffif VRecl]l Checks[] VChecks[]

Transfersf@] Tax Transfersf]

Commission[#

Date Fund-Iitem Description Warrant

Check Receipt Transaction Received From / Check To Text or Description Plus Minus Running Balance
12/07/2017 6703-7203 Delinquent Personal Taxes Comm < Transfer 6004-9102 Delinquent Pers->6703-7203 Harmony Grove S Commission from Transfer 0.00 1.46 40,576.46
12/11/2017 6703-7004 Property Tax Relief TaxTrans 6003-9108 Property Tax Re->6703-7004 Harmony Grove S Property Tax Relief Final Settlement 2.724.05 0.00 43,300.51
12/11/2017 6703-7004 Property Tax Relief Comm < Transfer 6003-9108 Property Tax Re->6703-7004 Harmony Grove S Commission from Transfer 0.00 6.81 43,293.70
12/12/2017 6703-7201 Local Property Taxes-Current TaxTrans 6002-9101 Collector's Una->6703-7201 Harmony Grove S Current Tax Final Settlement 6,463.98 0.00 49,757.68
12/12/2017 6703-7201 Local Property Taxes-Current Comm < Transfer 6002-9101 Collector's Una->6703-7201 Harmony Grove S Commission from Transfer 0.00 16.16 49,741.52
6703 Harmony Grove School District # 13D - Ending Balance $49,866.94 $125.42 $49,741.52




6/27/2022 3:01 PM
Report Code: 2 By Fund

Fund Ledger Transactions By Fund (FY2018)

From 1/1/2018 to 12/31/2018 [_]Plus Only [ IMinus Only Receipts Checks [¥|Transfers [w|Tax Transfers [w|Commission

Date Fund-ltem Description Warrant  Check Receipt Transaction Received From/Check To Info Plus Minus Balance
6703 Harmony Grove School District # 13D 0.00
1/11/18  6703-7004 Property Tax Relief Funds Transfer In Transfer from 6003-7004 Property T Property Tax Relief 2,636.56 0.00 2,636.56
11118  6703-7004 Property Tax Relief Funds TR Com Out Transfer to 6703-7004 Harmony Gro Property Tax Relief 0.00 6.59 2,629.97
2/5/18 6703-7202 Delinquent Real Estate Taxes 1/2 Mil Taxes In Transfer from 6005-7202 Delinquent Delinquent Real Estate 214.50 0.00 2,844 .47
2/5/18 6703-7202 Delinquent Real Estate Taxes 1/2 Mil TR Com Out Transfer to 6703-7202 Harmony Gro Delinquent Real Estate 0.00 0.54 2,843.93
2/5/18 6703-7203 Delinquent Personal Taxes 1/2 Mill Taxes In Transfer from 6004-7203 Delinquent Delinquent Personal Tax 56.03 0.00 2,899.96
2/5/18 6703-7203 Delinquent Personal Taxes 1/2 Mill TR Com Out Transfer to 6703-7203 Harmony Gro Delinquent Personal Tax 0.00 0.14 2,899.82
2/9/18 6703-7004 Property Tax Relief Funds Transfer In Transfer from 6003-7004 Property T Property Tax Relief 755.48 0.00 3,655.30
2/9/18 6703-7004 Property Tax Relief Funds TR Com Out Transfer to 6703-7004 Harmony Gro Property Tax Relief 0.00 1.89 3,653.41
2/26/18  6703-8703 Exess Treasurer's Commission Transfer In Transfer from 6000-8703 Treasurer's Excess Treasurers Com 34.85 0.00 3,688.26
2/26/18  6703-8812 Transfer From Taxing Entities Transfer Out Transfer to 1000-8812 County Gene Assessors Salary And E 0.00 10.99 3,677.27
2/27/18  6703-7213 Excess Collector's Commission Transfer In Transfer from 6001-7213 Collector's Excess Collectors Com 1,137.85 0.00 4,815.12
3/6/18 6703-7202 Delinquent Real Estate Taxes 1/2 Mil Taxes In Transfer from 6005-7202 Delinquent Delinquent Real Estate 28.79 0.00 4,843.91
3/6/18 6703-7202 Delinquent Real Estate Taxes 1/2 Mil TR Com Out Transfer to 6703-7202 Harmony Gro Delinquent Real Estate 0.00 0.07 4,843.84
3/6/18 6703-7203 Delinquent Personal Taxes 1/2 Mill Taxes In Transfer from 6004-7203 Delinquent Delinquent Personal Tax 446.38 0.00 5,290.22
3/6/18 6703-7203 Delinquent Personal Taxes 1/2 Mill TR Com Out Transfer to 6703-7203 Harmony Gro Delinquent Personal Tax 0.00 1.12 5,289.10
3/9/18 6703-7004 Property Tax Relief Funds Transfer In Transfer from 6003-7004 Property T Property Tax Relief 686.25 0.00 5,975.35
3/9/18 6703-7004 Property Tax Relief Funds TR Com Out Transfer to 6703-7004 Harmony Gro Property Tax Relief 0.00 1.72 5,973.63
4/10/18  6703-7004 Property Tax Relief Funds Transfer In Transfer from 6003-7004 Property T Property Tax Relief 696.91 0.00 6,670.54
4/10/18  6703-7004 Property Tax Relief Funds TR Com Out Transfer to 6703-7004 Harmony Gro Property Tax Relief 0.00 1.74 6,668.80
4/10/18  6703-7201 Local Property Taxes-General Taxes In Transfer from 6002-7201 Collector's Current Taxes 1,635.25 0.00 8,304.05
4/10/18  6703-7201 Local Property Taxes-General TR Com Out Transfer to 6703-7201 Harmony Gro Current Taxes 0.00 4.09 8,299.96
4/10/18  6703-7202 Delinquent Real Estate Taxes 1/2 Mil Taxes In Transfer from 6005-7202 Delinquent Delinquent Real Estate 131.06 0.00 8,431.02
4/10/18  6703-7202 Delinquent Real Estate Taxes 1/2 Mil TR Com Out Transfer to 6703-7202 Harmony Gro Delinquent Real Estate 0.00 0.33 8,430.69
4/10/18  6703-7203 Delinquent Personal Taxes 1/2 Mill Taxes In Transfer from 6004-7203 Delinquent Delinquent Personal Tax 205.19 0.00 8,635.88
4/10/18  6703-7203 Delinquent Personal Taxes 1/2 Mill TR Com Out Transfer to 6703-7203 Harmony Gro Delinquent Personal Tax 0.00 0.51 8,635.37
5/4/18 6703-7203 Delinquent Personal Taxes 1/2 Mill Taxes In Transfer from 6004-7203 Delinquent Delinquent Personal Tax 385.64 0.00 9,021.01
5/4/18 6703-7203 Delinquent Personal Taxes 1/2 Mill TR Com Out Transfer to 6703-7203 Harmony Gro Delinquent Personal Tax 0.00 0.96 9,020.05
5/7/18 6703-7201 Local Property Taxes-General Taxes In Transfer from 6002-7201 Collector's Current Taxes 6,486.16 0.00 15,506.21
5/7/18 6703-7201 Local Property Taxes-General TR Com Out Transfer to 6703-7201 Harmony Gro Current Taxes 0.00 16.22 15,489.99
5/10/18  6703-7004 Property Tax Relief Funds Transfer In Transfer from 6003-7004 Property T Property Tax Relief 717.38 0.00 16,207.37
5/10/18  6703-7004 Property Tax Relief Funds TR Com Out Transfer to 6703-7004 Harmony Gro Property Tax Relief 0.00 1.79 16,205.58
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6/7/18 6703-7201 Local Property Taxes-General Taxes In Transfer from 6002-7201 Collector's Current Taxes 1,223.06 0.00 17,428.64
6/7/18 6703-7201 Local Property Taxes-General TR Com Out Transfer to 6703-7201 Harmony Gro Current Taxes 0.00 3.06 17,425.58
6/7/18 6703-7203 Delinquent Personal Taxes 1/2 Mill Taxes In Transfer from 6004-7203 Delinquent Delinquent Personal Tax 172.06 0.00 17,597.64
6/7/18 6703-7203 Delinquent Personal Taxes 1/2 Mill TR Com Out Transfer to 6703-7203 Harmony Gro Delinquent Personal Tax 0.00 0.43 17,597.21
7/9/18 6703-7201 Local Property Taxes-General Taxes In Transfer from 6002-7201 Collector's Current Taxes For June 1,196.93 0.00 18,794.14
7/9/18 6703-7201 Local Property Taxes-General TR Com Out Transfer to 6703-7201 Harmony Gro Current Taxes For June 0.00 2.99 18,791.15
8/7/18 6703-7203 Delinquent Personal Taxes 1/2 Mill Taxes In Transfer from 6004-7203 Delinquent Delinquent Personal Tax 132.97 0.00 18,924.12
8/7/18 6703-7203 Delinquent Personal Taxes 1/2 Mill TR Com Out Transfer to 6703-7203 Harmony Gro Delinquent Personal Tax 0.00 0.33 18,923.79
8/13/18 6703-7201 Local Property Taxes-General Taxes In Transfer from 6002-7201 Collector's Current Tax 487.48 0.00 19,411.27
8/13/18  6703-7201 Local Property Taxes-General TR Com Out Transfer to 6703-7201 Harmony Gro Current Tax 0.00 1.22 19,410.05
9/7/18 6703-7201 Local Property Taxes-General Taxes In Transfer from 6002-7201 Collector's Current Tax 1,067.14 0.00 20,477.19
9/7/18 6703-7201 Local Property Taxes-General TR Com Out Transfer to 6703-7201 Harmony Gro Current Tax 0.00 2.67 20,474.52
10/4/18  6703-7201 Local Property Taxes-General Taxes In Transfer from 6002-7201 Collector's Current Tax 6,374.06 0.00 26,848.58
10/4/18  6703-7201 Local Property Taxes-General TR Com Out Transfer to 6703-7201 Harmony Gro Current Tax 0.00 15.94 26,832.64
11/8/18  6703-7201 Local Property Taxes-General Transfer In Transfer from 6002-7201 Collector's Current taxes 14,762.23 0.00 41,594.87
11/8/18  6703-7201 Local Property Taxes-General TR Com Out Transfer to 6703-7201 Harmony Gro Current taxes 0.00 36.91 41,557.96
11/8/18  6703-7202 Delinquent Real Estate Taxes 1/2 Mil Taxes In Transfer from 6005-7202 Delinquent Delinquent Real Estate 86.10 0.00 41,644.06
11/8/18  6703-7202 Delinquent Real Estate Taxes 1/2 Mil TR Com Out Transfer to 6703-7202 Harmony Gro Delinquent Real Estate 0.00 0.22 41,643.84
12/6/18  6703-7202 Delinquent Real Estate Taxes 1/2 Mil Taxes In Transfer from 6005-7202 Delinquent November 2018 Delinqu 155.65 0.00 41,799.49
12/6/18  6703-7202 Delinquent Real Estate Taxes 1/2 Mil TR Com Out Transfer to 6703-7202 Harmony Gro November 2018 Delinqu 0.00 0.39 41,799.10
12/13/18 6703-7004 Property Tax Relief Funds Transfer In Transfer from 6003-7004 Property T Final tax settlement Ad 2,109.09 0.00 43,908.19
12/13/18 6703-7004 Property Tax Relief Funds TR Com Out Transfer to 6703-7004 Harmony Gro Final tax settlement Ad 0.00 5.27 43,902.92
12/13/18 6703-7201 Local Property Taxes-General Taxes In Transfer from 6002-7201 Collector's Final Current tax settlem 4,782.24 0.00 48,685.16
12/13/18 6703-7201 Local Property Taxes-General TR Com Out Transfer to 6703-7201 Harmony Gro Final Current tax settlem 0.00 11.96 48,673.20
6703 Harmony Grove School District # 13D 48,803.29 130.09 48,673.20
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6703 Harmony Grove School District # 13D 0.00
1/7119 6703-7203 Delinquent Personal Taxes 1/2 Mill Taxes In Transfer from 6004-7203 Delinquent Delinquent Personal Tax 140.09 0.00 140.09
1/7119 6703-7203 Delinquent Personal Taxes 1/2 Mill TR Com Out Transfer to 6703-7203 Harmony Gro Delinquent Personal Tax 0.00 0.35 139.74
1/10/19  6703-7004 Property Tax Relief Funds Transfer In Transfer from 6003-7004 Property T Property Tax Relief 3,520.36 0.00 3,660.10
1/10/19  6703-7004 Property Tax Relief Funds TR Com Out Transfer to 6703-7004 Harmony Gro Property Tax Relief 0.00 8.80 3,651.30
2/6/19 6703-7203 Delinquent Personal Taxes 1/2 Mill Taxes In Transfer from 6004-7203 Delinquent Delinquent Personal Tax 230.39 0.00 3,881.69
2/6/19 6703-7203 Delinquent Personal Taxes 1/2 Mill TR Com Out Transfer to 6703-7203 Harmony Gro Delinquent Personal Tax 0.00 0.58 3,881.11
2/8/19 6703-7004 Property Tax Relief Funds Transfer In Transfer from 6003-7004 Property T Property Tax Relief 720.05 0.00 4,601.16
2/8/19 6703-7004 Property Tax Relief Funds TR Com Out Transfer to 6703-7004 Harmony Gro Property Tax Relief 0.00 1.80 4,599.36
2/14/19  6703-8703 Exess Treasurer's Commission Transfer In Transfer from 6000-8703 Treasurer's Excess Treasurer's Com 46.79 0.00 4,646.15
2/14/19  6703-8703 Exess Treasurer's Commission Transfer In Transfer from 6000-8703 Treasurer's Excess Treasurer's Com (46.79) 0.00 4,599.36
2/14/19  6703-8703 Exess Treasurer's Commission Transfer In Transfer from 6000-8703 Treasurer's CC2019-06 Excess Trea 46.79 0.00 4,646.15
2/28/19  6703-7213 Excess Collector's Commission Transfer In Transfer from 6001-7213 Collector's CC2019-13 Excess Coll 1,078.69 0.00 5,724.84
3/7/19 6703-7203 Delinquent Personal Taxes 1/2 Mill Taxes In Transfer from 6004-7203 Delinquent Delinquent Personal Tax 587.43 0.00 6,312.27
3/7/19 6703-7203 Delinquent Personal Taxes 1/2 Mill TR Com Out Transfer to 6703-7203 Harmony Gro Delinquent Personal Tax 0.00 1.47 6,310.80
3/8/19 6703-7004 Property Tax Relief Funds Transfer In Transfer from 6003-7004 Property T Property Tax Relief 642.40 0.00 6,953.20
3/8/19 6703-7004 Property Tax Relief Funds TR Com Out Transfer to 6703-7004 Harmony Gro Property Tax Relief 0.00 1.61 6,951.59
4/8/19 6703-7201 Local Property Taxes-General Taxes In Transfer from 6002-7201 Collector's Current Taxes 1,583.54 0.00 8,535.13
4/8/19 6703-7201 Local Property Taxes-General TR Com Out Transfer to 6703-7201 Harmony Gro Current Taxes 0.00 3.96 8,531.17
4/9/19 6703-7202 Delinquent Real Estate Taxes 1/2 Mil Taxes In Transfer from 6005-7202 Delinquent Delinquent Real Estate 334.65 0.00 8,865.82
4/9/19 6703-7202 Delinquent Real Estate Taxes 1/2 Mil TR Com Out Transfer to 6703-7202 Harmony Gro Delinquent Real Estate 0.00 0.84 8,864.98
4/9/19 6703-7203 Delinquent Personal Taxes 1/2 Mill Transfer In Transfer from 6004-7203 Delinquent Delinquent Personal Tax 81.23 0.00 8,946.21
4/9/19 6703-7203 Delinquent Personal Taxes 1/2 Mill TR Com Out Transfer to 6703-7203 Harmony Gro Delinquent Personal Tax 0.00 0.20 8,946.01
4/9/19 6703-7203 Delinquent Personal Taxes 1/2 Mill Transfer In Transfer from 6004-7203 Delinquent Delinquent Personal Tax (81.23) 0.00 8,864.78
4/9/19 6703-7203 Delinquent Personal Taxes 1/2 Mill TR Com Out Transfer to 6703-7203 Harmony Gro Delinquent Personal Tax 0.00 (0.20) 8,864.98
4/9/19 6703-7203 Delinquent Personal Taxes 1/2 Mill Taxes In Transfer from 6004-7203 Delinquent Delinquent Personal Tax 81.23 0.00 8,946.21
4/9/19 6703-7203 Delinquent Personal Taxes 1/2 Mill TR Com Out Transfer to 6703-7203 Harmony Gro Delinquent Personal Tax 0.00 0.20 8,946.01
5/6/19 6703-7201 Local Property Taxes-General Taxes In Transfer from 6002-7201 Collector's Current Taxes 6,385.29 0.00 15,331.30
5/6/19 6703-7201 Local Property Taxes-General TR Com Out Transfer to 6703-7201 Harmony Gro Current Taxes 0.00 15.96 15,315.34
5/6/19 6703-7202 Delinquent Real Estate Taxes 1/2 Mil Taxes In Transfer from 6005-7202 Delinquent Delinquent Real Estate 496.08 0.00 15,811.42
5/6/19 6703-7202 Delinquent Real Estate Taxes 1/2 Mil TR Com Out Transfer to 6703-7202 Harmony Gro Delinquent Real Estate 0.00 1.24 15,810.18
5/6/19 6703-7203 Delinquent Personal Taxes 1/2 Mill Taxes In Transfer from 6004-7203 Delinquent Delinquent Personal Tax 166.56 0.00 15,976.74
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5/6/19 6703-7203 Delinquent Personal Taxes 1/2 Mill TR Com Out Transfer to 6703-7203 Harmony Gro Delinquent Personal Tax 0.00 0.42 15,976.32
6/5/19 6703-7201 Local Property Taxes-General Taxes In Transfer from 6002-7201 Collector's Currnet Taxes 1,567.93 0.00 17,544.25
6/5/19 6703-7201 Local Property Taxes-General TR Com Out Transfer to 6703-7201 Harmony Gro Currnet Taxes 0.00 3.92 17,540.33
6/5/19 6703-7203 Delinquent Personal Taxes 1/2 Mill Taxes In Transfer from 6004-7203 Delinquent Delinquent Personal Tax 253.29 0.00 17,793.62
6/5/19 6703-7203 Delinquent Personal Taxes 1/2 Mill TR Com Out Transfer to 6703-7203 Harmony Gro Delinquent Personal Tax 0.00 0.63 17,792.99
6/17/19  6703-8812 Transfer From Taxing Entities Transfer Out Transfer to 1000-8812 County Gene CC2019-34 Assessor's 0.00 0.12 17,792.87
7/8/19 6703-7202 Delinquent Real Estate Taxes 1/2 Mil Taxes In Transfer from 6005-7202 Delinquent June 2019 Delinquent R 43.92 0.00 17,836.79
7/8/19 6703-7202 Delinquent Real Estate Taxes 1/2 Mil TR Com Out Transfer to 6703-7202 Harmony Gro June 2019 Delinquent R 0.00 0.11 17,836.68
7/8/19 6703-7203 Delinquent Personal Taxes 1/2 Mill Taxes In Transfer from 6004-7203 Delinquent June 2019 Delinquent P 196.86 0.00 18,033.54
7/8/19 6703-7203 Delinquent Personal Taxes 1/2 Mill TR Com Out Transfer to 6703-7203 Harmony Gro June 2019 Delinquent P 0.00 0.49 18,033.05
7/9/19 6703-7201 Local Property Taxes-General Taxes In Transfer from 6002-7201 Collector's June 2019 Current Taxe 1,927.62 0.00 19,960.67
7/9/119 6703-7201 Local Property Taxes-General TR Com Out Transfer to 6703-7201 Harmony Gro June 2019 Current Taxe 0.00 4.82 19,955.85
8/7/19 6703-7201 Local Property Taxes-General Taxes In Transfer from 6002-7201 Collector's Current taxes for Julu 20 530.25 0.00 20,486.10
8/7/19 6703-7201 Local Property Taxes-General TR Com Out Transfer to 6703-7201 Harmony Gro Current taxes for Julu 20 0.00 1.33 20,484.77
9/6/19 6703-7201 Local Property Taxes-General Taxes In Transfer from 6002-7201 Collector's August 2019 Current Ta 843.07 0.00 21,327.84
9/6/19 6703-7201 Local Property Taxes-General TR Com Out Transfer to 6703-7201 Harmony Gro August 2019 Current Ta 0.00 2.1 21,325.73
9/6/19 6703-7203 Delinquent Personal Taxes 1/2 Mill Taxes In Transfer from 6004-7203 Delinquent August 2019 Delinquent 165.65 0.00 21,491.38
9/6/19 6703-7203 Delinquent Personal Taxes 1/2 Mill TR Com Out Transfer to 6703-7203 Harmony Gro August 2019 Delinquent 0.00 0.41 21,490.97
10/7/119  6703-7201 Local Property Taxes-General Taxes In Transfer from 6002-7201 Collector's Current taxes for Sept 2 5,471.63 0.00 26,962.60
10/7/19  6703-7201 Local Property Taxes-General TR Com Out Transfer to 6703-7201 Harmony Gro Current taxes for Sept 2 0.00 13.68 26,948.92
10/7/19  6703-7203 Delinquent Personal Taxes 1/2 Mill Taxes In Transfer from 6004-7203 Delinquent Delinquent Personal Tax 168.25 0.00 2711717
10/7119  6703-7203 Delinquent Personal Taxes 1/2 Mill TR Com Out Transfer to 6703-7203 Harmony Gro Delinquent Personal Tax 0.00 0.42 27,116.75
10/16/19 6703-8601 Assessor's Salary and Expense Transfer In Transfer from 1000-8601 County Ge CC2019-50 0.24 0.00 27,116.99
11/7/19  6703-7202 Delinquent Real Estate Taxes 1/2 Mil Taxes In Transfer from 6005-7202 Delinquent Deliquent Real Estate fo 533.57 0.00 27,650.56
11/7119  6703-7202 Delinquent Real Estate Taxes 1/2 Mil TR Com Out Transfer to 6703-7202 Harmony Gro Deliquent Real Estate fo 0.00 1.33 27,649.23
11/7119  6703-7203 Delinquent Personal Taxes 1/2 Mill Taxes In Transfer from 6004-7203 Delinquent Delinquent Personal Tax 56.49 0.00 27,705.72
11/7119  6703-7203 Delinquent Personal Taxes 1/2 Mill TR Com Out Transfer to 6703-7203 Harmony Gro Delinquent Personal Tax 0.00 0.14 27,705.58
11/8/19  6703-7201 Local Property Taxes-General Transfer In Transfer from 6002-7201 Collector's October 2019 Current T 15,680.33 0.00 43,385.91
11/8/19  6703-7201 Local Property Taxes-General TR Com Out Transfer to 6703-7201 Harmony Gro October 2019 Current T 0.00 39.20 43,346.71
12/4/19  6703-7202 Delinquent Real Estate Taxes 1/2 Mil Taxes In Transfer from 6005-7202 Delinquent November 2019 Delinqu 1,788.20 0.00 45,134.91
12/4/19  6703-7202 Delinquent Real Estate Taxes 1/2 Mil TR Com Out Transfer to 6703-7202 Harmony Gro November 2019 Delinqu 0.00 4.47 45,130.44
12/4/19  6703-7203 Delinquent Personal Taxes 1/2 Mill Taxes In Transfer from 6004-7203 Delinquent November 2019 Delinqu 308.39 0.00 45,438.83
12/4/19  6703-7203 Delinquent Personal Taxes 1/2 Mill TR Com Out Transfer to 6703-7203 Harmony Gro November 2019 Delinqu 0.00 0.77 45,438.06
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12/16/19 6703-7004 Property Tax Relief Funds Taxes In Transfer from 6003-7004 Property T Final Property Tax Relie 2,944.19 0.00 48,382.25
12/16/19 6703-7004 Property Tax Relief Funds TR Com Out Transfer to 6703-7004 Harmony Gro Final Property Tax Relie 0.00 7.36 48,374.89
12/16/19 6703-7201 Local Property Taxes-General Taxes In Transfer from 6002-7201 Collector's Final Current Tax Settle 2,137.00 0.00 50,511.89
12/16/19 6703-7201 Local Property Taxes-General TR Com Out Transfer to 6703-7201 Harmony Gro Final Current Tax Settle 0.00 5.34 50,506.55
6703 Harmony Grove School District # 13D 50,630.43 123.88 50,506.55
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6703 Harmony Grove School District # 13D 0.00
1/7/120 6703-7202 Delinquent Real Estate Taxes 1/2 Mil Taxes In Transfer from 6005-7202 Delinquent December 2019 Delinqu 26.79 0.00 26.79
1/7/120 6703-7202 Delinquent Real Estate Taxes 1/2 Mil TR Com Out Transfer to 6703-7202 Harmony Gro December 2019 Delinqu 0.00 0.07 26.72
1/10/20  6703-7004 Property Tax Relief Funds Transfer In Transfer from 6003-7004 Property T Property Tax Relief 4,385.98 0.00 4,412.70
1/10/20  6703-7004 Property Tax Relief Funds TR Com Out Transfer to 6703-7004 Harmony Gro Property Tax Relief 0.00 10.96 4,401.74
2/7120 6703-7203 Delinquent Personal Taxes 1/2 Mill Taxes In Transfer from 6004-7203 Delinquent January 2020 Delinquen 140.77 0.00 4,542 .51
2/7/20 6703-7203 Delinquent Personal Taxes 1/2 Mill TR Com Out Transfer to 6703-7203 Harmony Gro January 2020 Delinquen 0.00 0.35 4,542.16
2/10/20  6703-7004 Property Tax Relief Funds Transfer In Transfer from 6003-7004 Property T Property Tax Relief 773.73 0.00 5,315.89
2/10/20  6703-7004 Property Tax Relief Funds TR Com Out Transfer to 6703-7004 Harmony Gro Property Tax Relief 0.00 1.93 5,313.96
3/3/20 6703-8703 Exess Treasurer's Commission Transfer In Transfer from 6000-8703 Treasurer's Excess Treasurer's Com 36.89 0.00 5,350.85
3/5/20 6703-7201 Local Property Taxes-General Taxes In Transfer from 6002-7201 Collector's Current Tax 21.77 0.00 5,372.62
3/5/20 6703-7201 Local Property Taxes-General TR Com Out Transfer to 6703-7201 Harmony Gro Current Tax 0.00 0.05 5,372.57
3/5/20 6703-7202 Delinquent Real Estate Taxes 1/2 Mil Taxes In Transfer from 6005-7202 Delinquent February 2020 Delinque 486.39 0.00 5,858.96
3/5/20 6703-7202 Delinquent Real Estate Taxes 1/2 Mil TR Com Out Transfer to 6703-7202 Harmony Gro February 2020 Delinque 0.00 1.22 5,857.74
3/5/20 6703-7203 Delinquent Personal Taxes 1/2 Mill Taxes In Transfer from 6004-7203 Delinquent February 2020 Delinque 17.56 0.00 5,875.30
3/5/20 6703-7203 Delinquent Personal Taxes 1/2 Mill TR Com Out Transfer to 6703-7203 Harmony Gro February 2020 Delinque 0.00 0.04 5,875.26
3/5/20 6703-7213 Excess Collector's Commission Transfer In Transfer from 6001-7213 Collector's Excess Collectors Com 1,043.84 0.00 6,919.10
3/5/20 6703-8812 Transfer From Taxing Entities Transfer Out Transfer to 1000-8812 County Gene Excess Assessors Salar 0.00 9.74 6,909.36
4/8/20 6703-7201 Local Property Taxes-General Taxes In Transfer from 6002-7201 Collector's Current Taxes for March 558.16 0.00 7,467.52
4/8/20 6703-7201 Local Property Taxes-General TR Com Out Transfer to 6703-7201 Harmony Gro Current Taxes for March 0.00 1.40 7,466.12
4/8/20 6703-7202 Delinquent Real Estate Taxes 1/2 Mil Taxes In Transfer from 6005-7202 Delinquent Delinquent Real Estate f 483.92 0.00 7,950.04
4/8/20 6703-7202 Delinquent Real Estate Taxes 1/2 Mil TR Com Out Transfer to 6703-7202 Harmony Gro Delinquent Real Estate f 0.00 1.21 7,948.83
4/8/20 6703-7203 Delinquent Personal Taxes 1/2 Mill Taxes In Transfer from 6004-7203 Delinquent Delinquent Personal Txe 549.76 0.00 8,498.59
4/8/20 6703-7203 Delinquent Personal Taxes 1/2 Mill TR Com Out Transfer to 6703-7203 Harmony Gro Delinquent Personal Txe 0.00 1.37 8,497.22
5/6/20 6703-7203 Delinquent Personal Taxes 1/2 Mill Taxes In Transfer from 6004-7203 Delinquent April 2020 Delinquent P 90.39 0.00 8,587.61
5/6/20 6703-7203 Delinquent Personal Taxes 1/2 Mill TR Com Out Transfer to 6703-7203 Harmony Gro April 2020 Delinquent P 0.00 0.23 8,587.38
5/7/20 6703-7201 Local Property Taxes-General Taxes In Transfer from 6002-7201 Collector's April 2020 Current Taxe 7,099.57 0.00 15,686.95
5/7/20 6703-7201 Local Property Taxes-General TR Com Out Transfer to 6703-7201 Harmony Gro April 2020 Current Taxe 0.00 17.75 15,669.20
5/7/20 6703-7210 State Land Redemption 1/2 Mill Taxes In Transfer from 6007-7210 State Land State Land Redemption 100.38 0.00 15,769.58
5/7/20 6703-7210 State Land Redemption 1/2 Mill TR Com Out Transfer to 6703-7210 Harmony Gro State Land Redemption 0.00 0.25 15,769.33
6/9/20 6703-7201 Local Property Taxes-General Taxes In Transfer from 6002-7201 Collector's May 2020 Current Taxes 1,788.95 0.00 17,558.28
6/9/20 6703-7201 Local Property Taxes-General TR Com Out Transfer to 6703-7201 Harmony Gro May 2020 Current Taxes 0.00 4.47 17,553.81
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6/9/20 6703-7202 Delinquent Real Estate Taxes 1/2 Mil Taxes In Transfer from 6005-7202 Delinquent May 2020 Delinquent R 223.03 0.00 17,776.84
6/9/20 6703-7202 Delinquent Real Estate Taxes 1/2 Mil TR Com Out Transfer to 6703-7202 Harmony Gro May 2020 Delinquent R 0.00 0.56 17,776.28
6/9/20 6703-7203 Delinquent Personal Taxes 1/2 Mill Taxes In Transfer from 6004-7203 Delinquent May 2020 Delinquent Pe 129.01 0.00 17,905.29
6/9/20 6703-7203 Delinquent Personal Taxes 1/2 Mill TR Com Out Transfer to 6703-7203 Harmony Gro May 2020 Delinquent Pe 0.00 0.32 17,904.97
7/9/20 6703-7201 Local Property Taxes-General Taxes In Transfer from 6002-7201 Collector's Current Taxes 1,615.89 0.00 19,520.86
719/20 6703-7201 Local Property Taxes-General TR Com Out Transfer to 6703-7201 Harmony Gro Current Taxes 0.00 4.04 19,516.82
7/9/20 6703-7203 Delinquent Personal Taxes 1/2 Mill Taxes In Transfer from 6004-7203 Delinquent June 2020 Delinquent P 40.91 0.00 19,557.73
7/9/120 6703-7203 Delinquent Personal Taxes 1/2 Mill TR Com Out Transfer to 6703-7203 Harmony Gro June 2020 Delinquent P 0.00 0.10 19,557.63
8/6/20 6703-7201 Local Property Taxes-General Taxes In Transfer from 6002-7201 Collector's Current Taxes for July 2 722.59 0.00 20,280.22
8/6/20 6703-7201 Local Property Taxes-General TR Com Out Transfer to 6703-7201 Harmony Gro Current Taxes for July 2 0.00 1.81 20,278.41
8/6/20 6703-7203 Delinquent Personal Taxes 1/2 Mill Taxes In Transfer from 6004-7203 Delinquent July 2020 Delinquent Pe 64.27 0.00 20,342.68
8/6/20 6703-7203 Delinquent Personal Taxes 1/2 Mill TR Com Out Transfer to 6703-7203 Harmony Gro July 2020 Delinquent Pe 0.00 0.16 20,342.52
9/2/20 6703-7201 Local Property Taxes-General Taxes In Transfer from 6002-7201 Collector's current taxes 943.43 0.00 21,285.95
9/2/20 6703-7201 Local Property Taxes-General TR Com Out Transfer to 6703-7201 Harmony Gro current taxes 0.00 2.36 21,283.59
9/2/20 6703-7203 Delinquent Personal Taxes 1/2 Mill Taxes In Transfer from 6004-7203 Delinquent August 2020 Delinquent 161.37 0.00 21,444.96
9/2/20 6703-7203 Delinquent Personal Taxes 1/2 Mill TR Com Out Transfer to 6703-7203 Harmony Gro August 2020 Delinquent 0.00 0.40 21,444.56
10/8/20 6703-7201 Local Property Taxes-General Taxes In Transfer from 6002-7201 Collector's Current Taxes 6,499.81 0.00 27,944 .37
10/8/20  6703-7201 Local Property Taxes-General TR Com Out Transfer to 6703-7201 Harmony Gro Current Taxes 0.00 16.25 27,928.12
10/8/20 6703-7203 Delinquent Personal Taxes 1/2 Mill Taxes In Transfer from 6004-7203 Delinquent September 2020 Deling 74.35 0.00 28,002.47
10/8/20  6703-7203 Delinquent Personal Taxes 1/2 Mill TR Com Out Transfer to 6703-7203 Harmony Gro September 2020 Deling 0.00 0.19 28,002.28
10/9/20 6703-8812 Transfer From Taxing Entities Transfer Out Transfer to 1000-8812 County Gene Excess Assessors Salar 0.00 (9.74) 28,012.02
10/9/20  6703-8812  Transfer From Taxing Entities Transfer Out Transfer to 1000-8812 County Gene CC2020-45 0.00 5.65 28,006.37
11/6/20 6703-7201 Local Property Taxes-General Taxes In Transfer from 6002-7201 Collector's Current Taxes 16,360.28 0.00 44,366.65
11/6/20  6703-7201 Local Property Taxes-General TR Com Out Transfer to 6703-7201 Harmony Gro Current Taxes 0.00 40.90 44,325.75
11/6/20  6703-7202 Delinquent Real Estate Taxes 1/2 Mil Taxes In Transfer from 6005-7202 Delinquent October Delinquent Real 282.89 0.00 44,608.64
11/6/20  6703-7202 Delinquent Real Estate Taxes 1/2 Mil TR Com Out Transfer to 6703-7202 Harmony Gro October Delinquent Real 0.00 0.71 44,607.93
12/4/20  6703-7202 Delinquent Real Estate Taxes 1/2 Mil Taxes In Transfer from 6005-7202 Delinquent November Delinquent R 215.24 0.00 44,823.17
12/4/20  6703-7202 Delinquent Real Estate Taxes 1/2 Mil TR Com Out Transfer to 6703-7202 Harmony Gro November Delinquent R 0.00 0.54 44,822.63
12/4/20  6703-7203 Delinquent Personal Taxes 1/2 Mill Taxes In Transfer from 6004-7203 Delinquent November Delinquent P 210.50 0.00 45,033.13
12/4/20  6703-7203 Delinquent Personal Taxes 1/2 Mill TR Com Out Transfer to 6703-7203 Harmony Gro November Delinquent P 0.00 0.53 45,032.60
12/11/20 6703-7004 Property Tax Relief Funds Taxes In Transfer from 6003-7004 Property T Property Tax Relief Fina 3,027.79 0.00 48,060.39
12/11/20 6703-7004 Property Tax Relief Funds TR Com Out Transfer to 6703-7004 Harmony Gro Property Tax Relief Fina 0.00 7.57 48,052.82
12/11/20 6703-7201 Local Property Taxes-General Taxes In Transfer from 6002-7201 Collector's Current Tax Final Settle 3,456.69 0.00 51,509.51
Clark County Treasurer Page 2 of 3



Fund Ledger Transactions By Fund (FY2020)

6/27/2022 2:58 PM

Report Code: 2 By Fund

From 1/1/2020 to 12/31/2020 [_]Plus Only [ IMinus Only Receipts Checks [¥|Transfers [w|Tax Transfers [w|Commission

Date Fund-ltem Description Warrant  Check Receipt Transaction Received From/Check To Info Plus Minus Balance

12/11/20 6703-7201 Local Property Taxes-General TR Com Out Transfer to 6703-7201 Harmony Gro Current Tax Final Settle 0.00 8.64 51,500.87

6703 Harmony Grove School District # 13D 51,632.90 132.03 51,500.87
Page 3 of 3
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6/27/2022 2:57 PM
Report Code: 2 By Fund

Fund Ledger Transactions By Fund (FY2021)

From 1/1/2021 to 12/31/2021 [_]Plus Only [ IMinus Only Receipts Checks [¥|Transfers [w|Tax Transfers [w|Commission

Date Fund-ltem Description Warrant  Check Receipt Transaction Received From/Check To Info Plus Minus Balance
6703 Harmony Grove School District # 13D 0.00
1/5/21 6703-7202 Delinquent Real Estate Taxes Taxes In Transfer from 6005-7202 Delinquent December 2020 Delinqu 279.81 0.00 279.81
1/5/21 6703-7202 Delinquent Real Estate Taxes TR Com Out Transfer to 6703-7202 Harmony Gro December 2020 Delinqu 0.00 0.70 279.11
1/5/21 6703-7203 Delinquent Personal Taxes Taxes In Transfer from 6004-7203 Delinquent December 2020 Delinqu 246.83 0.00 525.94
1/5/21 6703-7203 Delinquent Personal Taxes TR Com Out Transfer to 6703-7203 Harmony Gro December 2020 Delinqu 0.00 0.62 525.32
111/21 6703-7004 Property Tax Relief Funds Taxes In Transfer from 6003-7004 Property T Jan 2021 Property Tax 4,707.11 0.00 5,232.43
1/11/21  6703-7004 Property Tax Relief Funds TR Com Out Transfer to 6703-7004 Harmony Gro Jan 2021 Property Tax 0.00 11.77 5,220.66
2/2/21 6703-7203 Delinquent Personal Taxes Taxes In Transfer from 6004-7203 Delinquent January 2021 Delinquen 389.72 0.00 5,610.38
2/2/21 6703-7203 Delinquent Personal Taxes TR Com Out Transfer to 6703-7203 Harmony Gro January 2021 Delinquen 0.00 0.97 5,609.41
2/11/21  6703-7004 Property Tax Relief Funds Transfer In Transfer from 6003-7004 Property T Property Tax Relief 813.09 0.00 6,422.50
2/11/21  6703-7004 Property Tax Relief Funds TR Com Out Transfer to 6703-7004 Harmony Gro Property Tax Relief 0.00 2.03 6,420.47
2/11/21 6703-8703 Exess Treasurer's Commission Transfer In Transfer from 6000-8703 Treasurer's Excess Treasurers Com 43.66 0.00 6,464.13
3/2/21 6703-7213 Excess Collector's Commission Transfer In Transfer from 6001-7213 Collector's Excess Collectors Com 1,157.90 0.00 7,622.03
3/3/21 6703-7201 Local Property Taxes-General Taxes In Transfer from 6002-7201 Collector's Current Taxes for Febru 7.12 0.00 7,629.15
3/3/21 6703-7201 Local Property Taxes-General TR Com Out Transfer to 6703-7201 Harmony Gro Current Taxes for Febru 0.00 0.02 7,629.13
3/4/121 6703-8812 Transfer From Taxing Entities Transfer Out Transfer to 1000-8812 County Gene CC2021-10 Assessors S 0.00 6.91 7,622.22
4/6/21 6703-7201 Local Property Taxes-General Taxes In Transfer from 6002-7201 Collector's Current Taxes for March 573.86 0.00 8,196.08
4/6/21 6703-7201 Local Property Taxes-General TR Com Out Transfer to 6703-7201 Harmony Gro Current Taxes for March 0.00 1.43 8,194.65
4/6/21 6703-7202 Delinquent Real Estate Taxes Taxes In Transfer from 6005-7202 Delinquent Delinquent Real Estate 84.04 0.00 8,278.69
4/6/21 6703-7202 Delinquent Real Estate Taxes TR Com Out Transfer to 6703-7202 Harmony Gro Delinquent Real Estate 0.00 0.21 8,278.48
4/6/21 6703-7203 Delinquent Personal Taxes Taxes In Transfer from 6004-7203 Delinquent Delinquent Personal Tax 329.62 0.00 8,608.10
4/6/21 6703-7203 Delinquent Personal Taxes TR Com Out Transfer to 6703-7203 Harmony Gro Delinquent Personal Tax 0.00 0.82 8,607.28
5/4/21 6703-7201 Local Property Taxes-General Taxes In Transfer from 6002-7201 Collector's Current Taxes 6,282.50 0.00 14,889.78
5/4/21 6703-7201 Local Property Taxes-General TR Com Out Transfer to 6703-7201 Harmony Gro Current Taxes 0.00 15.71 14,874.07
5/4/21 6703-7202 Delinquent Real Estate Taxes Taxes In Transfer from 6005-7202 Delinquent April Delinquent Real Es 323.16 0.00 15,197.23
5/4/21 6703-7202 Delinquent Real Estate Taxes TR Com Out Transfer to 6703-7202 Harmony Gro April Delinquent Real Es 0.00 0.81 15,196.42
5/4/21 6703-7203 Delinquent Personal Taxes Taxes In Transfer from 6004-7203 Delinquent April Delinquent Person 149.12 0.00 15,345.54
5/4/21 6703-7203 Delinquent Personal Taxes TR Com Out Transfer to 6703-7203 Harmony Gro April Delinquent Person 0.00 0.37 15,345.17
6/8/21 6703-7201 Local Property Taxes-General Taxes In Transfer from 6002-7201 Collector's Current Taxes 4,350.10 0.00 19,695.27
6/8/21 6703-7201 Local Property Taxes-General TR Com Out Transfer to 6703-7201 Harmony Gro Current Taxes 0.00 10.88 19,684.39
6/8/21 6703-7203 Delinquent Personal Taxes Taxes In Transfer from 6004-7203 Delinquent May Delinquent Persona 51.44 0.00 19,735.83
6/8/21 6703-7203 Delinquent Personal Taxes TR Com Out Transfer to 6703-7203 Harmony Gro May Delinquent Persona 0.00 0.13 19,735.70
Clark County Treasurer Page 1 of 3



Fund Ledger Transactions By Fund (FY2021)

6/27/2022 2:57 PM
Report Code: 2 By Fund

From 1/1/2021 to 12/31/2021 [_]Plus Only [ IMinus Only Receipts Checks [¥|Transfers [w|Tax Transfers [w|Commission

Date Fund-ltem Description Warrant  Check Receipt Transaction Received From/Check To Info Plus Minus Balance
7/2/21 6703-7201 Local Property Taxes-General Taxes In Transfer from 6002-7201 Collector's Current tax 1,292.86 0.00 21,028.56
712121 6703-7201 Local Property Taxes-General TR Com Out Transfer to 6703-7201 Harmony Gro Current tax 0.00 3.23 21,025.33
712121 6703-7203 Delinquent Personal Taxes Transfer In Transfer from 6004-7203 Delinquent Delinquent Personal Tax 82.58 0.00 21,107.91
712121 6703-7203 Delinquent Personal Taxes TR Com Out Transfer to 6703-7203 Harmony Gro Delinquent Personal Tax 0.00 0.21 21,107.70
8/2/21 6703-7201 Local Property Taxes-General Taxes In Transfer from 6002-7201 Collector's July Current Taxes 885.97 0.00 21,993.67
8/2/21 6703-7201 Local Property Taxes-General TR Com Out Transfer to 6703-7201 Harmony Gro July Current Taxes 0.00 2.21 21,991.46
8/3/21 6703-7201 Local Property Taxes-General Taxes In Transfer from 6002-7201 Collector's July Current Taxes (885.97) 0.00 21,105.49
8/3/21 6703-7201 Local Property Taxes-General TR Com Out Transfer to 6703-7201 Harmony Gro July Current Taxes 0.00 (2.21) 21,107.70
8/3/21 6703-7201 Local Property Taxes-General Taxes In Transfer from 6002-7201 Collector's Current Taxes--Correcte 797.37 0.00 21,905.07
8/3/21 6703-7201 Local Property Taxes-General TR Com Out Transfer to 6703-7201 Harmony Gro Current Taxes--Correcte 0.00 1.99 21,903.08
9/2/21 6703-7201 Local Property Taxes-General Taxes In Transfer from 6002-7201 Collector's Current Tax for August 1,025.75 0.00 22,928.83
9/2/21 6703-7201 Local Property Taxes-General TR Com Out Transfer to 6703-7201 Harmony Gro Current Tax for August 0.00 2.56 22,926.27
10/4/21  6703-7203 Delinquent Personal Taxes Taxes In Transfer from 6004-7203 Delinquent September Delinquent 83.04 0.00 23,009.31
10/4/21  6703-7203 Delinquent Personal Taxes TR Com Out Transfer to 6703-7203 Harmony Gro September Delinquent 0.00 0.21 23,009.10
10/5/21 6703-7201 Local Property Taxes-General Taxes In Transfer from 6002-7201 Collector's Current Tax 6,568.71 0.00 29,577.81
10/5/21  6703-7201 Local Property Taxes-General TR Com Out Transfer to 6703-7201 Harmony Gro Current Tax 0.00 16.42 29,561.39
10/5/21  6703-7201 Local Property Taxes-General Taxes In Transfer from 6002-7201 Collector's Current Tax (6,568.71) 0.00 22,992.68
10/5/21  6703-7201 Local Property Taxes-General TR Com Out Transfer to 6703-7201 Harmony Gro Current Tax 0.00 (16.42) 23,009.10
10/5/21 6703-7201 Local Property Taxes-General Taxes In Transfer from 6002-7201 Collector's Current Tax 6,568.71 0.00 29,577.81
10/5/21  6703-7201 Local Property Taxes-General TR Com Out Transfer to 6703-7201 Harmony Gro Current Tax 0.00 16.42 29,561.39
11/8/21  6703-7201 Local Property Taxes-General Taxes In Transfer from 6002-7201 Collector's October Current Tax 15,391.75 0.00 44,953.14
11/8/21  6703-7201 Local Property Taxes-General TR Com Out Transfer to 6703-7201 Harmony Gro October Current Tax 0.00 38.48 44,914.66
11/8/21  6703-7203 Delinquent Personal Taxes Taxes In Transfer from 6004-7203 Delinquent October Delinquent Pers 312.04 0.00 45,226.70
11/8/21  6703-7203 Delinquent Personal Taxes TR Com Out Transfer to 6703-7203 Harmony Gro October Delinquent Pers 0.00 0.78 45,225.92
12/6/21  6703-7202 Delinquent Real Estate Taxes Taxes In Transfer from 6005-7202 Delinquent Delinquent Real Estate 1,653.62 0.00 46,879.54
12/6/21  6703-7202 Delinquent Real Estate Taxes TR Com Out Transfer to 6703-7202 Harmony Gro Delinquent Real Estate 0.00 4.13 46,875.41
12/6/21  6703-7203 Delinquent Personal Taxes Taxes In Transfer from 6004-7203 Delinquent Delinquent Personal Tax 1,428.21 0.00 48,303.62
12/6/21 6703-7203 Delinquent Personal Taxes TR Com Out Transfer to 6703-7203 Harmony Gro Delinquent Personal Tax 0.00 3.57 48,300.05
12/13/21 6703-7004 Property Tax Relief Funds Transfer In Transfer from 6003-7004 Property T Final Property Tax Relie 2,006.73 0.00 50,306.78
12/13/21 6703-7004 Property Tax Relief Funds TR Com Out Transfer to 6703-7004 Harmony Gro Final Property Tax Relie 0.00 5.02 50,301.76
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Fund Ledger Transactions By Fund (FY2021)

6/27/2022 2:57 PM

Report Code: 2 By Fund

From 1/1/2021 to 12/31/2021 [_]Plus Only [ IMinus Only Receipts Checks [¥|Transfers [w|Tax Transfers [w|Commission

Date Fund-ltem Description Warrant  Check Receipt Transaction Received From/Check To Info Plus Minus Balance

12/13/21 6703-7201 Local Property Taxes-General Taxes In Transfer from 6002-7201 Collector's Final Current Tax Settle (5,541.63) 0.00 44,760.13

6703 Harmony Grove School District # 13D 44,890.11 129.98 44,760.13
Page 3 of 3
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ARKANSAS PUBLIC SCHOOL COMPUTER NETWORK

DATE: 05/19/2022 HARMONY GROVE SCHOOL DISTRICT
TIME: 11:57:50 DETAIL EXPENDITURE STATUS REPORT

SELECTION CRITERIA: orgn.orgn2 between '001' and '013'
ACCOUNTING PERIOD: 13/21

SORTED BY: FUND,BUDGET UNIT,ACCOUNT
TOTALED ON: FUND,BUDGET UNIT

PAGE BREAKS ON: FUND

FUND - 2228 - TSOLATED SPECIAL TRANS

ORGANIZATION / ACCOUNT / TITLE
BUDGET

TOTAL FUND - ISOLATED SPECIAL TRANS 568,256.86

PERIOD
EXPENDITURES

.00

ENCUMBRANCES
OUTSTANDING

.00

PAGE NUMBER: 31

EXPSTALl
YEAR TO DATE AVAILABLE
EXP BALANCE
339,827.54 228,429.32
EXHIBIT

i 5



LRAHLH1
Exhibit 5


Physical Address/Mailing Address Comparison Report

Building: Harmony Grove Elementary

[ Student Name | Grade | Student Physical Address |
03 Zamden, AR 71701
06 Camden, AR 71701
06 Camden, AR 71701
04 Camden, AR 71701
KF Camden, AR 71701
02 Camden, AR 71701
05 mden, AR 71701
03 Camden, AR 71701
04 6 Camden, AR 71701
05 den, AR 71701
KF Camden, AR 71701
02 Camden, AR 71701
02 ! Hampton, AR 71744
03 ! Hampton, AR 71744
05 Sparkman, AR 71763 ﬂ&
KF | op Road  Camden, AR 71701
03 ‘ op Road  Camden, AR 71701
KF 6 Camden, AR 71701
KF »op Road  Camden, AR 71701
04 op  Camden, AR 71701
04 Camden, AR 71701
03 Camden, AR 71701
05 amden, AR 71701
01 Sparkman, AR 71763 4z, M”f
04 I Camden, AR 71701
02 Sparkman, AR 71753 ﬁ/&
03 i k  Camden, AR 71701
05 7 Camden, AR 71701
02 4 Camden, AR 71701
KF mden, AR 71701
04 mden, AR 71701
04 Camden, AR 71701
05 i3 Camden, AR 71701
06 I Hampton, AR 71744
KF »ad  Camden, AR 71701
03 0 Camden, AR 71701
04 I Camden, AR 71701
01 0 Camden, AR 71701
05 4  Camden, AR 71701
01 . Camden, AR 71701
04 ad 404 Camden, AR 71701
05 4  Camden, AR 71701
03 ' Camden, AR 71701
KF 72 Camden, AR 71701
05 72 Camden, AR 71701
06 Camden, AR 71701
05 n Camden, AR 71701 EXHIBIT
05 Camden, AR 71701 g 6
05 Sparkman, AR 71763 Ié'
03 Camden, AR 71701

04 Sparkman, AR 71763 /%


LRAHLH1
Exhibit 6


05
03
02
03
.01
03
03
06
02
:01
05
KF
101
‘02
05
105
03
01
05
02
02
02
01
- 04
04
106
01
:06
04
103
KF
04
06
04
01
02
04
KF
05
03
KF
03
03
102
02
03
. KF
01
05
01
04
06
01
03
KF
04
05

Camden, AR 71701
1 Camden, AR 71701
| Camden, AR 71701
Camden, AR 71701
famden, AR 71701
Camden, AR 71701
Camden, AR 71701
Zamden, AR 71701
sparkman, AR 71763
Camden, AR 71701
Camden, AR 71701
Camden, AR 71701
Camden, AR 71701
7 Bearden, AR 71720
3earden, AR 71720
Hampton, AR 71744
Hampton, AR 71744
143  Bearden, AR 71720

rkman, AR 71763 44z, /\1,‘,,',7 M./'.ﬁq(x
Sparkman, AR 71763 gz, ,%y/»& ot of Jy'.:fe

Sparkman, AR 71763 Jé
Sparkman, AR 71763 6/@
East Camden, AR 71701
dary  Sparkman, AR 71763 //&
! Bearden, AR 71720
452 Camden, AR 71701
| Camden, AR 71701
Camden, AR 71701
Camden, AR 71701
Camden, AR 71701
Camden, AR 71701
5 Camden, AR 71701
Sparkman, AR 71763 ”é’
Camden, AR 71701
ve. Camden, AR 71701
Camden, AR 71701
Camden, AR 71701
3 Camden, AR 71701
i Camden, AR 71701
sparkman, AR 71763 //6_
yparkman, AR 71763 //6'
7 Bearden, AR 71720
Camden, AR 71701
th  Camden, AR 71701
treet Camden, AR 71701
Bearden, AR 71720
Bearden, AR 71720
Camden, AR 71701
“amden, AR 71701
Camden, AR 71701
.7 Camden, AR 71701
Hampton, AR 71744
Camden, AR 71701
Camden, AR 71701
it. L Camden, AR 71701
Hampton, AR 71744
Camden, AR 71701



04
01
02
05
02
KF
02
02
05
05
KF
01
03
03
KF
04
01
KF
KF
01
03
04
04
06
04
‘02
04
01
KF
02
04
03
03
KF
05
06
01
KF
KF
KF
01
KF
01
03
02
04
01
06
04
01
06
01
KF
03
03
05

Camden, AR 71701
st Camden, AR 71701
Camden, AR 71701
Bearden, AR 71720
! Camden, AR 71701
Hampton, AR 71744
:amden, AR 71701
Hampton, AR 71744
Camden, AR 71701
Hampton, AR 71744
Hampton, AR 71744
Hampton, AR 71744
Camden, AR 71701
wamden, AR 71701
Camden, AR 71701
:amden, AR 71701
) Camden, AR 71701
‘amden, AR 71701
Camden, AR 71701
Bearden, AR 71720
Camden, AR 71701
Camden, AR 71701
3 Bearden, AR 71720
Jearden, AR 71720
.13  Camden, AR 71701
7 Camden, AR 71701
Camden, AR 71701
6 Camden, AR 71701
Bearden, AR 71720
6 Camden, AR 71701
Camden, AR 71701
Camden, AR 71701
Camden, AR 71701
1 Camden, AR 71701
Camden, AR 71701
~  Camden, AR 71701
Camden, AR 71701
Camden, AR 71701
Camden, AR 71701
Camden, AR 71701
! Camden, AR 71701
1 Camden, AR 71701
6 Camden, AR 71701
6 Camden, AR 71701
Camden, AR 71701
't Camden, AR 71701
Camden, AR 71701
Camden, AR 71701
Camden, AR 71701
Camden, AR 71701
Camden, AR 71701
Bearden, AR 71720
et Camden, AR 71701
Camden, AR 71701
Camden, AR 71701
Camden, AR 71701
Camden, AR 71701



04
06
ot
01
03
06
05
04
03
KF
06
04
06
03
06
02
04
01
03
KF
06
01
06
03
03
05
01

102

‘01

KF

‘04
06
03
01

‘02

06

{06
01

KF
05
03
04
KF

‘01
02

*KF
05
01
05
05
05
03
KF
05
o1
03
05

Camden, AR 71701
Camden, AR 71701
“amden, AR 71701
Camden, AR 71701
“amden, AR 71701
r Camden, AR 71701
Hampton, AR 71744
7 Camden, AR 71701
Sparkman, AR 71763 A@
Camden, AR 71701
Camden, AR 71701
Camden, AR 71701
“amden, AR 71701
Camden, AR 71701
Camden, AR 71701
Camden, AR 71701
Camden, AR 71701
“amden, AR 71701
Camden, AR 71701
Camden, AR 71701
Camden, AR 71701
Camden, AR 71701
Sparkman, AR 71763 ﬁ@
Sparkman, AR 71763 //6,
Camden, AR 71701
Camden, AR 71701
Camden, AR 71701
Camden, AR 71701
Camden, AR 71701
“amden, AR 71701
~amden, AR 71701
Camden, AR 71701
“amden, AR 71701
Camden, AR 71701
;amden, AR 71701
Camden, AR 71701
Camden, AR 71701
' Camden, AR 71701

1208. Camden, AR 71701

.0 Camden, AR 71701
Camden, AR 71701
Camden, AR 71701

}  Camden, AR 71701
Camden, AR 71701

Camden, AR 71701
Camden, AR 71701
Camden, AR 71701
Bearden, AR 71720
Camden, AR 71701
Camden, AR 71701
i Camden, AR 71701
i Camden, AR 71701
Camden, AR 71701
tamden, AR 71701
Camden, AR 71701
Camden, AR 71701
Camden, AR 71701



Padilla

ey

04
02
01
01
06
03
06

105
.03

06
04
05
01
04
06
03

106
- KF

02
04
03
04
01
04
KF

.04

04
06
03
02
06
06
KF

.04
.04
:05
‘03
* KF

05
02
02
KF
05

103
104

02

06
05
01
03
05
01
05
KF
06
01

Camden, AR 71701
Camden, AR 71701
Camden, AR 71701
Camden, AR 71701
Camden, AR 71701
Camden, AR 71701
imden, AR 71701
Bearden, AR 71720
Bearden, AR 71720
imden, AR 71711
imden, AR 71701
Camden, AR 71701
Camden, AR 71701
Camden, AR 71701

Sparkman, AR 71763 /g f'/“'quﬂ

Sparkman, AR 71763 ’
#e- Ehncoloyee
Camden, AR 71701

amden, AR 71701
mden, AR 71701
mden, AR 71701
it Camden, AR 71701
Sparkman, AR 71763  Afg
-eet Sparkman, AR 71763 Py
ickover, AR 71762
Camden, AR 71701
Camden, AR 71701
Camden, AR 71701
amden, AR 71701
Camden, AR 71701
Camden, AR 71701
Camden, AR 71701
Camden, AR 71701
Camden, AR 71701
Camden, AR 71701
1 Camden, AR 71701
Camden, AR 71701
v Camden, AR 71701
Camden, AR 71701
v Camden, AR 71701
1 Camden, AR 71701
» Camden, AR 71701
i Camden, AR 71701
v Camden, AR 71701
:amden, AR 71701
Camden, AR 71701
Camden, AR 71701
Camden, AR 71701
Camden, AR 71701
Camden, AR 71701
Camden, AR 71701
Camden, AR 71701
Bearden, AR 71720
Sparkman, AR 71763 A/¢&
Sparkman, AR 71763 ”6
Sparkman, AR 71763
Sparkman, AR 71763 gz
Camden, AR 71701



05
06
03
04
KF
01
02
.01
103
05
03
06
03
KF
105
01
04
02
106
06
01
02
01
05
05
05
105
05
04
02
06
04
02
06
03
05
06
05
KF
206
103
06
.06
‘05
05
03
01
06
02
03
04
02
02
03
04
04
06

Camden, AR 71701
Camden, AR 71701
Hampton, AR 71744
Camden, AR 71701
Sparkman, AR 71763
1 Eldorado, AR 71730
ldorado, AR 71730
Camden, AR 71701
Camden, AR 71701
Zamden, AR 71701
Camden, AR 71701
Camden, AR 71701
Camden, AR 71701
Camden, AR 71701
Camden, AR 71701
Camden, AR 71701
Bearden, AR 71720
Camden, AR 71701
Camden, AR 71701
rive  Camden, AR 71701
Camden, AR 71701
Camden, AR 71701
Camden, AR 71701
amden, AR 71701
Hampton, AR 71744
Camden, AR 71701
Camden, AR 71701
mden, AR 71701
-amden, AR 71701
Camden, AR 71701
Camden, AR 71701
mden, AR 71701
mden, AR 71701
Camden, AR 71701
| Camden, AR 71701
| Camden, AR 71701
Camden, AR 71701
Camden, AR 71701
t  Camden, AR 71701
' Hampton, AR 71744
3 Camden, AR 71701
Sparkman, AR 71763 ”6_
Camden, AR 71701
Camden, AR 71701
Camden, AR 71701
Camden, AR 71701
Bearden, AR 71720
. Bearden, AR 71720
Camden, AR 71701
Camden, AR 71701
Camden, AR 71701
Camden, AR 71701
Bearden, AR 71720
Camden, AR 71701
Sparkman, AR 71763 g«,‘@
Camden, AR 71701
Camden, AR 71701

Schar! Cher €



06
04
.04
106
01
KF
03
01
01
03
KF
01
203
04
03
KF
05
101
06
02
03
05
02
KF
KF
04
01
05
02
04
02
02
04
02
: 02
04
02
105
06
KF
04
.04
04
03
<02
06
04
02
06
KF
03
06

Sparkman, AR 71763 ﬁ’é"
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Camden, AR 71701
Camden, AR 71701
Camden, AR 71701
Camden, AR 71701
" Bearden, AR 71720
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Camden, AR 71701
Bearden, AR 71720
Camden, AR 71701
Camden, AR 71701
Camden, AR 71701
imden, AR 71701

Camden, AR 71701

Camden, AR 71701
>parkman, AR 71763
I Camden, AR 71701
amden, AR 71701
Zamden, AR 71701
Camden, AR 71701
Camden, AR 71701
Camden, AR 71701
Camden, AR 71701
Camden, AR 71701
Hampton, AR 71744
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Camden, AR 71701
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Physical Address/Mailing Address Comparison Report

Building: Harmony Grove High School

| Student Name | Grade | Student Physical Address
07 Camden, AR 71701
07 Camden, AR 71701
11 Camden, AR 71701
11 Camden, AR 71701
08 Camden, AR 71701
09 Camden, AR 71701
10 Camden, AR 71701
08 ; Camden, AR 71701
11 Camden, AR 71701
10 Camden, AR 71701
08 Camden, AR 71701
11 Camden, AR 71701
08 vamden, AR 71701
09 Camden, AR 71701
10 Camden, AR 71701
11 4 Camden, AR 71701
07 Camden, AR 71701
10 Sparkman, AR 71763 #@,
10 Sparkman, AR 71763 o
12 : CAMDEN, AR 71701
07 Fordyce, AR 71742
09 Camden, AR 71701
08 Camden, AR 71701
10 Camden, AR 71701
09 Camden, AR 71701
11 { Camden, AR 71701
10 | CAMDEN, AR 71701
09 Camden, AR 71701
12 CAMDEN, AR 71701
08 Camden, AR 71701
10 Camden, AR 71701
08 Camden, AR 71701
11 Camden, AR 71701
10 AMDEN, AR 71701
09 ‘ CAMDEN, AR 71701
09 Camden, AR 71701
09 Camden, AR 71701
11 Camden, AR 71701
09 Camden, AR 71701
. 08 aimden, AR 71701
07 . Camden, AR 71701
11 imden, AR 71701
11 Sparkman, AR 71763
08 Camden, AR 71701
09 Camden, AR 71701
08 Camden, AR 71701
10 Camden, AR 71701
10 _.__  Camden, AR 71701
“12 mden, AR 71701
11 Camden, AR 71701

08 1 Camden, AR 71701
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CAMDEN, AR 71701
Camden, AR 71701
Camden, AR 71701
Camden, AR 71701

Stephens, AR 71764
Camden, AR 71701
Camden, AR 71701
Camden, AR 71701
Camden, AR 71701

Camden, AR 71701
Camden, AR 71701
Camden, AR 71701
Camden, AR 71701
Camden, AR 71701
Camden, AR 71701
' Camden, AR 71701
Sparkman, AR 71763
Zamden, AR 71701
amden, AR 71701
amden, AR 71701
iparkman, AR 71763 A4
Camden, AR 71701
Camden, AR 71701
Zamden, AR 71701
Hampton, AR 71744
Hampton, AR 71744
Camden, AR 71701
Bearden, AR 71720
) Camden, AR 71701

Camden, AR 71701
Camden, AR 71701

Camden, AR 71701
Camden, AR 71701
Camden, AR 71701

al St.  Camden, AR 71701
2 CAMDEN, AR 71701

Hampton, AR 71744
Hampton, AR 71744
Camden, AR 71701
Camden, AR 71701
Camden, AR 71701
Camden, AR 71701

Camden, AR 71701
Camden, AR 71701
Camden, AR 71701
Beardne, AR 71720
Camden, AR 71701
Camden, AR 71701
Camden, AR 71701
Camden, AR 71701
Camden, AR 71711
Camden, AR 71701
Camden, AR 71701

Bearden, AR 71720

Bearden, AR 71720

Sparkman, AR 71763 A/

sparkman, AR 71763 //6‘
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Sparkman, AR 71763 %
Camden, AR 71701
Camden, AR 71701

Camden, AR 71701
«urnden, AR 71701
Camden, AR 71701
Camden, AR 71701
CAMDEN, AR 71701
Camden, AR 71701
Camden, AR 71701
CAMDEN, AR 71701
Camden, AR 71701
Camden, AR 71701
Camden, AR 71701
Camden, AR 71701
Camden, AR 71701
Camden, AR 71701
amden, AR 71701
31 Camden, AR 71701
31 Camden, AR 71701
Camden, AR 71701
Camden, AR 71701
RD CAMDEN, AR 71701
Spakrman, AR 71763 /6.
Fordyce, AR 71742
Camden, AR 71701
Camden, AR 71701
Camden, AR 71701
Camden, AR 71701
CAMDEN, AR 71701
Camden, AR 71701
Camden, AR 71701
Camden, AR 71701
Camden, AR 71701
Camden, AR 71701
Camden, AR 71701
Camden, AR 71701
Camden, AR 71701
3earden, AR 71720
CAMDEN, AR 71701
Camden, AR 71701

Camden, AR 71701
Camden, AR 71701
Camden, AR 71701

Camden, AR 71701
Camden, AR 71701
Camden, AR 71701
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Camden, AR 71701
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Camden, AR 71701
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08
11
12
08
09
07
07
11
07
12
£10
10
:09
11
10
09
07
08
112
10
11
07
.09
11
10
08
07
08
- 08
10
: 08
11
08
09
108
10
10
08
12
“10
11
12
10
07
10
07
12
12
12
;08
07
09
10
07
09
12
11

Bearden, AR 71720
Camden, AR 71701
Camden, AR 71701
Camden, AR 71701

Camden, AR 71701
CAMDEN, AR 71701
Camden, AR 71701
CAMDEN, AR 71701
y  Camden, AR 71701
Camden, AR 71701
Camden, AR 71701
Camden, AR 71701
CAMDEN, AR 71701
Camden, AR 71701
Camden, AR 71701
Camden, AR 71701
Camden, AR 71701
) Camden, AR 71701
CAMDEN, AR 71701
Hampton, AR 71744
Camden, AR 71701
imden, AR 71701
Camden, AR 71701
y  Camden, AR 71701
.amden, AR 71701
.amden, AR 71701
I Camden, AR 71701
Camden, AR 71701
i Camden, AR 71701
v Camden, AR 71701
Camden, AR 71701
Camden, AR 71701
35 Camden, AR 71701
Camden, AR 71701
Camden, AR 71701
Camden, AR 71701
Camden, AR 71701

e Camden, AR 71701
e Camden, AR 71701
e Camden, AR 71701

Camden, AR 71701
—amden, AR 71701
Camden, AR 71701
Lamden, AR 71701
Camden, AR 71701
Camden, AR 71701
CAMDEN, AR 71701
CAMDEN, AR 71701
CAMDEN, AR 71701
wparkman, AR 71763
Camden, AR 71701

SPARKMAN, AR 71763 I‘

Camden, AR 71701
Camden, AR 71701
Camden, AR 71701
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Camden, AR 71701
Camden, AR 71701
- CAMDEN, AR 71701
Camden, AR 71701
CAMDEN, AR 71701
Camden, AR 71701
Camden, AR 71701
Camden, AR 71701
2 Camden, AR 71701
Camden, AR 71701
Camden, AR 71701
Camden, AR 71701
SPARKMAN, AR 71763 #5,
REET  SPARKMAN, AR 71763 //@
Camden, AR 71701
Camden, AR 71701
Camden, AR 71701
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Camden, AR 71701
Camden, AR 71701
Camden, AR 71701
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Camden, AR 71701
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4 Camden, AR 71701
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Bearden, AR 71720
Camden, AR 71701
Camden, AR 71701
7 Camden, AR 71701
- Camden, AR 71701
4  Camden, AR 71701
Sparkman, AR 71763 ”6»
Sparkman, AR 71763 /é‘
1 Camden, AR 71701
Sparkman, AR 71763 Y,/
Camden, AR 71701
Sparkman, AR 71763 IG_
amden, AR 71701
Camden, AR 71701
Hampton, AR 71744
amden, AR 71701
amden, AR 71701
Camden, AR 71701
n Camden, AR 71701
amden, AR 71701
7 Camden, AR 71701
parkman, AR 71763 //6‘
CAMDEN, AR 71701
Camden, AR 71701
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Camden, AR 71701
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Camden, AR 71701
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Camden, AR 71701
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Camden, AR 71701
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Camden, AR 71701
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Camden, AR 71701

Camren, AR 71701
Louann, AR 71751
Camden, AR 71701
Camden, AR 71701
Bearden, AR 71720
Sparkman, AR 71763
CAMDEN, AR 71701
Camden, AR 71701
Camden, AR 71701
# Camden, AR 71701
Camden, AR 71701
Camden, AR 71701
Camden, AR 71701



Introduction

Final enroliment and finance numbers for school districts are provided a year behind. This
means districts do not learn exactly how their previous school year ended until after the new
school year begins. Student enrollment is a major funding source for school districts. At the start
of the most recent 2021-2022 school year, the district learned that Umpire had declined to an
enroliment of 87 students. Umpire did not operate efficiently the year before with over 100
students. It certainly cannot operate efficiently with an enrollment of under 100. Umpire needs to
aim for an enrollment of at least 130. Thus, this past year, leadership at the district reacted to
Umpire’s declining enrollment by dedicating resources to promote Umpire through various
channels in hopes of both retaining and acquiring students. Earlier this month, a form was
available to Umpire staff and community members to submit questions about finances at the
Umpire campus. The form was emailed to staff, posted on social media, and sent to Umpire
parents and guardians via the school text alert system. There is no agenda to close Umpire at
this time. The question form was provided simply to provide answers to common questions. The
following are answers to questions submitted by staff and community members:

How much money does the Umpire/Athens area bring in property taxes each year?

The fiscal year 2021 tax revenue for the Umpire area was $611,944. Of that, the amount of
property taxes charged to collect for the school was $264,248.68. Umpire also received state
foundation funding per student totalling $849,178.00.

Can Umpire community members petition where to send property tax funds if the Umpire
campus ever closes?

No. This would require both the CRSD and the receiving school district boards agreeing to that,
and the Secretary of Education and the State Board must approve it. This has rarely been done,
if ever. Under that scenario, a district looking to acquire an isolated campus would first analyze
the finances of the isolated campus before even requesting to negotiate for the campus. The
only conceivable reason a district would consider accepting an inefficient isolated campus is to
close it and keep the tax base. The goal of CRSD is to gain more enrollment at Umpire so it
does not have to close it at any point in the future.

How is declining enroliment money figured? Is it so much per lost student?

Declining enroliment is figured at $3,591. That is half the amount of the foundation funding per
student.

CRSD receives isolated funding for transportation. After Umpire uses the buses, they are
taken to other campuses and Umpire gets new buses. When the buses are sold, is that
money returned to Umpire? If not, why not?

EXHIBIT
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Generally, the district sells buses when they are no longer in good working order. This is usually
8 to 10 years. Buses usually sell for nominal amounts of money. This is the norm for districts
with isolated campuses. The district does not limit Umpire’s support to only the isolated funds. In
any case, sales from used buses are not the key. Enroliment is where the majority of funding
comes from, so we need to increase enrollment at Umpire.

Can CRSD reallocate funds so that Umpire does not operate on a negative balance?
Umpire supplies CRSD with money to buy buses, so can CRSD not help Umpire in
closing the expense gap?

Reallocating funds to an isolated campus in the negative is not sustainable. The district
purchases the buses because it is required to use the isolated transportation money on
transportation, and districts with isolated campuses typically buy buses to meet this
requirement. In the absence of the isolated transportation funding, the district would simply
budget for buses every 8 to 10 years and/or buy used buses like districts without isolated
campuses do. The supply of buses each year is a luxury, but it is not one that the district
depends on. Ultimately, the financial analysis at Umpire includes all funding, including all
isolated funding, so at the current enroliment, what is being supplied in isolated transportation
funding by Umpire is still leaving it with a negative balance, leaving the district as a whole to
cover the gap. That gap is enough to purchase buses on its own. The solution is more
enroliment at Umpire.

Many of the students who live in Umpire that choose to go to other schools do so for
sports. To draw them back, what options are available to play sports at Cossatot High
School while attending classes at Umpire?

The district supports Umpire students coming to CRHS to play sports as Umpire students. A few
Umpire students did this in recent years. The complication is scheduling between Umpire and
CRHS. Umpire seniors are more likely to be able to play at CRHS because they may have fewer
credits to complete and thus have the free periods to travel between the two campuses.
Parents/guardians of Umpire athletes interested in playing for a CRHS team should contact
Umpire administration to see if their child’s specific schedule would accommodate playing at
CRHS. Students have the option of enrolling as a CRHS student also.

Explain why more money is being spent on transportation than what is being brought in.
How can you expect Umpire to fund the entire transportation portal for the CRSD?

Umpire does not fund the entire transportation budget for the district. Umpire is provided a set
amount of isolated transportation funding by virtue of being an isolated campus. There are
restrictions on how the isolated transportation funding can be used, and the district uses it as
required and within the norm of what other districts with isolated campuses do. Regarding any
discrepancy between what isolated transportation is provided and what is spent, there is often a
lead time between when a bus is ordered and when it is invoiced, which can cause the isolated



transportation funds to be allocated more in some years than others. Funds are being allocated
and spent in accordance with standards. Enroliment is where the focus needs to be.

Conclusion

In summary, the district is committed to the success of Umpire. Both Umpire and the district as a
whole benefit when Umpire enrollment is where it needs to be. The district has partnered with
media outlets, sanctioned special events, and launched social media campaigns to showcase
Umpire in hopes of maintaining and acquiring students. Through attrition, the district has worked
to ensure Umpire is operating with efficient staff numbers, but Umpire needs more enroliment.
The most recent significant enroliment decline at Umpire occurred prior to losing any sports
teams, so the solution does not rest only in athletics. The current agenda is to do the best we
can to retain and acquire students at Umpire so that both it and the district can benefit.
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IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF OUACHITA COUNTY, ARKANSAS
CIVIL DIVISION

LAVAR HUGHES; MARVIN RANDLE;
DOMINGO VEGA; KENNETH FARRIS;

JAIME MARTIN; et al. PLAINTIFFS
VS. Case No. 52CV-22-104
HARMONY GROVE SCHOOL DISTRICT 1 DEFENDANT

BRIEF IN SUPPORT OF SUPPLEMENTAL
MOTION FOR PRELIMINARY INJUNCTION

I. INTRODUCTION

On June 8, 2022, this Court heard Plaintiffs’ Motion for Preliminary Injunction to enjoin
Harmony Grove School District 1 (“HGSD”) from shutting down the High School Campus at
Sparkman School next school year. HGSD admitted that it had not complied with Arkansas law
governing the closure of isolated schools or parts thereof, but argued it had adequate time to obtain
a motion from its board to close part of Sparkman School and petition the State Board of Education
for its approval. Specifically, HGSD stated that the school board would vote on the matter at a
“regular” meeting on June 9, 2022. Therefore, HGSD argued it had time to petition the State Board
by June 14, 2022, the latest possible date to do so before the start of next school year. Based on
this argument, the Court held it would be premature to issue an injunction.

HGSD violated Arkansas law governing the setting of regular school board meetings for
the June 9, 2022 meeting. HGSD had previously noticed a regular board meeting for June 16, 2022
under the process required by statute, and HGSD never amended that legally required notice. The

school board meeting on June 9, 2022 and HGSD’s resolution at that meeting to petition the State
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Board were unlawful, ultra vires, invalid and void. Accordingly, HGSD’s petition to the State
Board dated June 10, 2022 is also unlawful, ultra vires, invalid and void.

June 14, 2022 was the last possible date on which HGSD could file a petition at the State
Board. The time for HGSD to comply with the law governing closure of part of Sparkman School
for next school year has expired. This Court should immediately (a) declare the June 9, 2022
HGSD board meeting void and the actions taken there void and ultra vires, and (b) enjoin
Defendant from carrying out the plan to close part of Sparkman School next school year.

II. LAW AND ARGUMENT

Injunctions and restraining orders are controlled by Ark. R. Civ. P. 65. A party seeking a
preliminary injunction must show that: (1) irreparable harm will result in the absence of injunctive
relief; and (2) the moving party is likely to succeed on the merits. AJ & K Operating Company,
Inc., 355 Ark. at 517, 140 S.W.3d at 480 (quoting Three Sisters Petroleum, Inc., 348 Ark. at 175,
72 S.W.3d at 100)).

A. Plaintiffs are likely to succeed on the merits.

Likelihood of success on the merits requires the movant to show a “reasonable probability
of success in the litigation.” Three Sisters Petroleum, Inc., 348 Ark. at 176, 72 S.W.3d at 101.
Plaintiffs clearly meet this burden because Defendant has not satisfied the legal requirements
necessary to close part of an isolated school next school year and the time to do so has expired.

Arkansas law provides procedural safeguards to ensure decisions as significant as closing
an isolated community school and requiring students to travel up to two hours twice per day to
receive an education are made with care, transparency and accountability. Because HGSD’s board
did not adopt a motion to close all or part of Sparkman School by a unanimous vote, Defendant is

prohibited from closing part of Sparkman without a petition and order approving the closure by



the State Board of Education. Ark. Code Ann. § 6-20-602(b). At the hearing on June 8, 2022
HGSD admitted that it had not complied with Ark. Code Ann. § 6-20-602(b).

HGSD held a school board meeting on June 9, 2022 to attempt to comply with the
procedure outlined in Ark. Code Ann. § 6-20-602(b). HGSD stated that the June 9 meeting was a
regular meeting.

However, HGSD’s meeting on June 9, 2022 violated the law governing regular meetings
of public school boards. No less than ten days before a regular school board meeting, a public
school district must publish on the district’s website a notice of the date, time, and place of the
meeting. Ark. Code Ann. § 6-13-619(a)(4)(A). The law also requires that no less than twenty-four
hours before a rescheduled regular school board meeting, a public school district must publish on
the district’s website a notice of the change in the date, time, or place of the regular meeting. Ark.
Code Ann. § 6-13-619(a)(4)(B).

HGSD did not publish on its website notice of a regular meeting or a rescheduled regular
meeting for June 9, 2022. To the contrary, on June 8, 2022, June 9, 2022 and June 16, 2022,
HGSD’s website published that a regular meeting of the school board would be held on June 16,
2022, two days after HGSD’s deadline of June 14, 2022 to file a petition and request a hearing
before the State Board. HGSD’s board meeting on June 9 violated Arkansas’s statutes governing
regular meetings of school boards.

At the meeting on June 9, HGSD presented, for the first time, an amended agenda that
mentioned a vote to close the High School Campus at Sparkman School. HGSD had provided a
different agenda to school board members by mail on June 3, 2022. The agenda provided on June
3 made no mention of a vote to petition the State Board to close part or all of the Sparkman School

under the isolated school law. This is in line with the fact that HGSD admitted it had no intention



to comply with the isolated-school law before Plaintiffs filed their Complaint on June 3, the day
the original June 9 agenda went out.

At least one HGSD school board member requested and received a copy of the meeting
agenda on the morning of June 9, 2022. That agenda did not include any mention of a vote to close
part or all of the Sparkman School under the isolated school law. A member of the school board
objected to a vote to close the High School Campus at Sparkman School because the board did not
receive notice of the addition to the agenda at least twenty-four hours in advance of the meeting.

The HGSD regular school board meeting on June 9, 2022 was unlawful, ultra vires, invalid
and void. The resolution adopted by HGSD’s school board on June 9, 2022 to petition the State
Board is likewise unlawful, ultra vires, invalid and void, as is HGSD’s petition to the State Board
dated June 10, 2022. It is not possible for HGSD to complete the isolated-school closure procedure
required by Ark. Code Ann. § 6-20-602(b) before the start of next school year. Plaintiffs have a
strong likelihood of success on the merits of their claim.

B. Plaintiffs will suffer irreparable harm without immediate injunctive relief.

Irreparable harm is “the foundation of the power to issue injunctive relief.” Wilson v.
Pulaski Ass’'n of Classroom Teachers, 330 Ark. 298, 302, 954 S.W.2d 221, 224 (1997). Harm is
irreparable when it cannot be adequately compensated by monetary damages or redressed in a
court of law. Manila School Dist. No. 15 v. Wagner, 356 Ark. 149, 153, 148 S.W.3d 244, 247
(2004).

At the hearing on Plaintiffs’ Motion for Preliminary Injunction, the Court found that
Plaintiffs had not yet suffered irreparable harm because, based on the dates provided by counsel
and HGSD Superintendent Dr. Snow’s testimony, it appeared that there was still time for HGSD
to seek to comply with the isolated school procedure required by Ark. Code Ann. § 6-20-602(b).

Under Ark. Code Ann. § 6-20-602(b)(2)(B)(i), HGSD must petition and request a hearing on the



matter before the State Board of Education no less than thirty days before a regularly scheduled
State Board meeting. July 14, 2022 is the last opportunity for the State Board to hear a request to
close Sparkman in part at a regularly scheduled State Board meeting before the start of next school
year. Accordingly, to close part of Sparkman School for the next school year, HGSD had to petition
and request a hearing before the State Board by June 14, 2022.

At the hearing on June 8, 2022, the Court asked HGSD whether it had a school board
meeting scheduled between June 8, 2022 and June 14, 2022 at which the board could approve an
isolated school closure petition to the State Board. HGSD stated that there was a regular school
board meeting scheduled on June 9, 2022. As discussed above, HGSD’s meeting on June 9, 2022
was not a regular meeting scheduled or conducted in compliance with Arkansas law, and at least
one board member objected to the irregularities in HGSD’s conduct of that meeting with respect
to closing part of Sparkman School. The regular school board meeting on June 9, 2022, the
resolution adopted by HGSD’s school board on June 9, 2022 and HGSD’s petition to the State
Board dated June 10, 2022 are unlawful, ultra vires, invalid and void.

Plaintiffs have no adequate remedy available at law because is not possible for HGSD to
complete the isolated-school closure procedure required by Ark. Code Ann. § 6-20-602(b) before
the start of next school year. Therefore, Plaintiffs will suffer irreparable harm without immediate
injunctive relief.

This is not a matter for the State Board to determine, because HGSD’s June 9 meeting
violated Arkansas law, and it is for this Court to determine and remedy violations of law. HGSD’s
June 9 meeting, and all actions taken during and pursuant to that unlawful meeting, are void as a
matter of Arkansas law because they violated the statute governing regular meetings of school

boards. HGSD’s resolution to petition the State Board under the isolated school law is void and



ultra vires due to HGSD’s violation of the regular-meeting law. It is for the courts to determine

questions of law. The State Board of Education is not a court of law and is not even composed of

lawyers.

III. CONCLUSION

For the reasons stated above, Plaintiffs have a strong likelihood of success on the merits of

their claim and they will suffer irreparable harm without immediate injunctive relief. Plaintiffs

respectfully request that the Court issue a preliminary injunction prohibiting Harmony Grove

School District No. 1 from carrying out the plan to close Sparkman School in part by eliminating

the 7-12 educational programs next school year and for all other just and proper relief.

By:

Respectfully submitted,
KUTAK ROCK LLP

/s/ Jess Askew II1

Jess Askew III, Ark. Bar No. 86005
Harper L. Kiefer, Ark. Bar No. 2021129
124 West Capitol Avenue, Suite 2000
Little Rock, Arkansas 72201-3706
(501) 975-3000 Telephone

(501) 975-3001 Facsimile
Jess.Askew(@kutakrock.com
Harper.Kiefer@kutakrock.com

Attorneys for Plaintiffs

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

I hereby certify that on June 21, 2022, I electronically filed the foregoing using the Court’s
electronic filing system, which shall send notification of such filing to all counsel of record.

/s/ Jess Askew III
Jess Askew 111




Dr. Albert L. Snow, Ed. D., Superintendent
Mr. Matthew Nutt President

Sparkman Campus

Harmony Grove Cam Mr i i i

pus . Jerry Wilson, Vice-President 37
401 Ouachita Road 88 Ms. Wendi Nix, Secretary S km:}.o,;?::nm 71763
Camden, Arkansas 71701 o Semyoibean, Memhar Telephone (870) 678-2243
Telephone (870) 574-0971 Rl Liuls Oarcla; Hicmiior © Hax (870) 6782917

Ms. Brenda Lea, Member

F:
ax (870) 574-2765 Ms. Paulette Sullivent Member
May 25, 2022 -
Camden Fairview School District
625 Clifton Street s i
Camden, Arkansas 71701 = Hampton School District
455 East Main, Po Box 1176
Gurdon School District Hampton, Arkansas 71744
#1 Go-Devil Road ‘
Gurdon, Arkansas 71743 Bearden School District
: 100 Oak Ave

Arkadtflphla Public Schools Bearden, Arkansas 71720
700 Clinton Street Dawson Building #3
Arkadelphia, Arkansas 71923 ’

. Fordyce School District
Ouachita School District P.O. Box 706
166 Schoolhouse Rd. Fordyce, Arkansas 71742
Donaldson, Arkansas 71941 o

" Re:  Harmony Grove (Camden) School District
Ark. Code Ann. § 6-13-1416(h)

o To Whom It May Concern:

Under Arkansas Code Annotated § 6-13-1416(h), the Camden Harmony Grove School
District (“District”) is required to notify all contiguous public school districts of intent to close a
public school campus that resulted from an annexation. In approximately 12 months, this District

plans to close its Sparkman campus.

A

t\‘ In compliance with Ark. Code Ann. § 6-13-1416(h), this letter shall serve to notify all
;Lf - contiguous Districts.

Sincerely,
Vs . s
Albert Snow

Superintendent
Harmony Grove School District
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