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Instruction

Graduation Reguirements 1

To graduate from high school, unless otherwise exempted, each student is responsible for:
1. Completing all District graduation requirements that are in addition to the State requirements. 2

2. Completing all courses as provided in the School Code, 105 ILCS 5/27-22. 3 saccerdinsto
the-yearinwhichastudententered-the Oth-grade:

3. Completing all minimum requirements for graduation as specified by Illinois State Board of
Education rule, 23 Ill.Admin.Code §1.440.

4. Passing an examination on patriotism and principles of representative government, proper use
of the flag, methods of voting, and the Pledge of Allegiance. 4

5. Taking the Prairie State-AchievementExaminatien Participating in State assessments that are
reguired for graduation by the School Code, 105 ILCS 5/2-3.64a-5, unless the student is

exemptaceerding to- 105 ILCS 5/2 3 64. 5

The Superintendent or designee is responsible for: 6

1. Maintaining a description of all course offerings that comply with the above graduation
requirements.

2. Notifying students and their parents/guardians of graduation requirements.

The footnotes are not intended to be part of the adopted policy; they should be removed before the policy is adopted.

1 State or federal law controls this policy’s content.

In accordance with 105 IL.CS 5/2-3.157. added by P.A. 98-560. a school district may establish a program to recognize
high school graduates who attained a high level of proficiency in one or more languages in addition to English by
designating on a student's diploma and transcript a State Seal of Biliteracy. A participating school must notify ISBE of its
participation by October 1 of each year or within 30 days after electing to participate, if that occurs after October 1.

2 Optional (23 Tl.Admin.Code §1.440(f). A school board should ensure that any district graduation requirements that
are in addition to the State requirements are aligned with the district educational objectives. See policy 6:10, Educational
Philosophy and Objectives.

3 The escalating graduation requirements in 105 IL.CS 5/27-22 have timed-out such that only the final list of required
courses is agp]icab]e 105 ILCS 5/27-22. amended by P.A. 98-885. allows the substitution of an advanced placement
€0 mguter science course for a year of mathemams For sgecﬂ]c requirements. see 6:300- E2, State Law Graduation

4 Required by 105 ILCS 5/27-3.
5 The requirement to take the Prairie State Achievement Examination (PSAE) has ended (105 ILCS 5/2-3 64, repealed

by P.A. 98-972). A new section (105 ILCS 5/2-3.64a-3, added by P.A. 98-972) states that “[s]tudents who are not assessed
for college and career ready determinations may not receive a regular high school diploma unless the student is exempted...
. ISBE selected the Partnership for Assessment of Readiness for College and Careers (PARCC) assessments
(www.isbe.net/assessment/parcc.htm). Some students, particularly out-of-state student-transferees, may have problems
fulfilling the diploma requirement depending on when the applicable PARCC is administered. Contact the board attorney for

6 Items #1 and #2 are required by 23 Ill.Admin.Code §1.440(d) and (e), respectively. Item #3 must be addressed
because the law leaves many implementation issues unanswered. A comprehensive Student Handbook can provide notice of
the district’s graduation requirements, conduct rules, and other important information. Item #4 includes discussion of the
adjustments required by the Educational Opportunity for Military Children Act, 105 ILCS 70/35(d), amended by P.A. 98-
673.
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Developing the criteria for #4 above.

4. Complying with State law requirements for students who transfer during their senior year
because their parent(s)/guardian(s) are on active military duty. This includes making
reasonable adjustments to ensure graduation if possible, or efforts to ensure that the original
(transferor) school district issues the student a diploma.

5. Taking all other actions to implement this policy.

Early Graduation 7

The Superintendent or designee shall implement procedures for students to graduate early, provided
they finish 7 semesters of high school and meet all graduation requirements.

Certificate of Completion 8

A student with a disability who has an Individualized Education Program prescribing special
education, transition planning, transition services, or related services beyond the student’s 4 years of
high school, qualifies for a certificate of completion after the student has completed 4 years of high
school. The student is encouraged to participate in the graduation ceremony of his or her high school
graduation class. The Superintendent or designee shall provide timely written notice of this
requirement to children with disabilities and their parents/guardians.

Veterans of World War II, the Korean Conflict, or the Vietnam Conflict 9

Upon application, an honorably discharged veteran of World War II, the Korean Conflict, or the
Vietnam Conflict will be awarded a diploma, provided that he or she:- (1) resided within an area
currently within the District at the time he or she left high school, (2) left high school before
graduating in order to serve in the U.S. Armed Forces, and (3) has not received a high school

diploma. erGeneral-Edueatiopal-Develeprment{CED diplama:

LEGAL REF.: 105 ILCS 5/2-3.64 5/2-3.64a-5, 5/22-27,5/27-3, 5/27-22, 5/27-22.10, and 70/.
23 I.Admin.Code §1.440.

CROSS REF.: 6:30 (Organization of Instruction), 6:320 (High School Credit for Proficiency),
7:50 (School Admissions and Student Transfers To and From Non-District
Schools)

The footnotes are not intended to be part of the adopted policy; they should be removed before the policy is adopted.

7 This is optional. State law and rules are silent regarding early graduation. As an alternative, a board may delete the
phrase “finish 7 semesters of hioh school and ¥

8 Required by 105 ILCS 5/14-16.

9 Optional. 105 ILCS 5/22-27 samended by 2.A. 06-88; does not designate a time requirement for when the veteran

“resided within an area currently within the district.” Thus, a reasonable interpretation may be adopted locally. The sample

policy designates “at the time he or she left high school” as the pertinent time for residence. See 6:300-E, Application for a
Diploma for Veterans of WWII, the Korean Conflict, or the Vietnam Conflict.
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