ADMINISTRATIVE PROCEDURE IFD

INSTRUCTIONAL PROGRAM December1990
INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS CENTERS
LIBRARY MEDIA CENTERS & CLASSROOM LIBRARIES

Materials Selection for Library Media Instructional Materials Centers

For the purposes of this administrative procedure, library materials, whether in a school library
or individual classroom, include print and electronic resources for individual use to supplement
instructional materials and/or support students’ personal learning and interests.

Objectives of Materials Selection

The objectives of a public school tastructional Library Media Materials Center (LMC) and
classroom libraries are to promote the intellectual, cultural, social, and ethical development of
students and to provide materials which extend and deepen the experiences encompassed in
the curriculum. These objectives are fulfilled through the selection, provision, and servicing of
expertly selected books and other materials of learning which contribute to the growth of the
individual ehild student. Sinee-firancial-and-otherlimitations-preventpurchasing-all-materials—
that-might-help-to-meetthese-objectives; Ht is necessary to apply certain well conceived criteria

in the selection of each item.

The Board of Education of the Livonia Public Schools based the listed responsibilities of our
school libraries on the American Library Association (ALA) School Library Bill of Rights. These
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Books and other library resources should be provided for the interest,
information, and enlightenment of all students in the community the library
serves.

Libraries should provide materials and information presenting varied points of
view on current and historical issues. Materials should not be proscribed or
removed because of partisan or doctrinal disapproval.

Library resources challenge censorship in the fulfillment of their responsibility to
provide information and enlightenment.

Media Specialists should cooperate with all students and groups concerned with
resisting abridgment of free expression and free access to ideas.

A student’s right to use a library should be in collaboration with their
parent/guardian, and not be denied or abridged because of origin, age,
background, or views.

Students in collaboration with their parent/guardian, regardless of origin, age,
background, or views, possess a right to privacy and confidentiality in their library
use. Libraries should advocate for, educate about, and protect student’s privacy,
safeguarding all library use data, including personally identifiable information.

Responsibility for Materials Selection

The Livonia Public Schools’ Board of Education, or their designee, is responsible for materials
selected for its schools, curricular materials, books and digital libraries, including LMC materials.
The superintendent and principals operate within policies determined by the Board. In LMC
materials and classroom libraries selection, responsibility is delegated to the library media
specialists, supported by the school principal and staff, and is practiced in accordance with
Board and administrative policies.

Livonia Public Schools’ families are encouraged to monitor student selection of library materials
(based on their individual family values). Family expectations regarding library books checked out
by a student should be discussed with the student by the parent/guardian and reviewed as
necessary to ensure the student understands their family expectations. Books may be returned
to the library at any time if a student or parent objects to the content.
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Criteria Used in Materials Selection
Sourced from the ALA Guidance for Selection Criteria

Support and enrich the curriculum and/or students’ personal interests and
learning

Meet high standards in literary, artistic, and aesthetic quality; technical aspects;
and physical format

Be appropriate for the subject area and for the age, emotional development,

ability level, learning styles, and social, emotional, and intellectual development
of the students for whom the materials are selected



Incorporate accurate and authentic factual content from authoritative sources

Earn favorable reviews in standard reviewing sources and/or favorable
recommendations based on preview and examination of materials by
professional personnel

Recommended School Library Reviewing Sources include, but are not limited to:

= Association for Library Service to Children (ALSC) Notable Children’s Books

=  Booklist

= School Library Journal

= State and National Award Lists

= Young Adult Library Services Association (YALSA) Best Books for Young
Adults

Exhibit a high degree of potential user appeal and interest
Represent differing viewpoints on controversial issues

Provide a global perspective and promote diversity by including materials by
authors and illustrators of all cultures

Include a variety of resources in physical and virtual formats including print and
non-print such as electronic and multimedia (including subscription databases
and other online products, e-books, educational games, and other forms of
emerging technologies)

Demonstrate physical format, appearance, and durability suitable to their
intended use

Balance cost with need
Selection Personnel

The Media Specialists of the Livonia Public Schools select the materials in consultation with
teachers and administrators.

Collection Maintenance and Weeding

In accordance with ALA guidelines on collection maintenance and weeding, regardless of
format, an optimal library collection is one that is reviewed throughout each year for accuracy,
currency, usage, diversity, and subject area gaps.

Replacement - Lost, damaged, or worn books are not automatically replaced. The decision to
replace a book is based on the availability of duplicates, the number of other books in the same
subject, the availability of more recent or better materials, and the continued demand for the
book in question.

Subjects of Frequent Concern

The majority of users served in school libraries are minors, and American society is often very
protective of its youth. These two facts create challenges for school librarians selecting
materials on a range of perspectives on topics which may be considered controversial by some
in the school community; including, but not limited, to LGBTQ, politics, race relations, and those
that contain sexually explicit language.




Court decisions, such as Tinker v. Des Moines Independent Community School District (1969)
and Board of Education, Island Trees Union Free School District v. Pico (1982) established that
minors do have First Amendment rights in schools, including the right to receive information.
Ethically, when school librarians select resources that may be considered controversial they find
guidance in the American Library Association’s Library Bill of Rights, the American Library
Association’s Code of Ethics, and the Freedom to Read Statement. Therefore, school librarians
are ethically responsible to provide access to resources with varying perspectives for students’
curricular and personal information needs.

Criticism of Library Materials

Formal criticisms of specific library materials will be addressed in accordance with School Board
Policy IFC: Instructional Materials, Textbooks, and Equipment Selection/Adoption and Policy
IKB: Controversial Issues. The material in question shall remain in circulation until a decision
has been made.




