Gatesville Independent School District

311 South Lovers Lane
Gatesville, Texas 76528
Phone (254) 865-7251
Fax (254) 865-2279

Gatesville ISD — Board of Trustees Agenda Item Information

Meeting Date: January 26, 2026

Meeting Type: (Please Check One) Agenda Placement: (Please Check One)
(@] Regular Meeting [_] Public Hearing

[] Special Meeting/ Workshop [ ] Consent Agenda

[] Hearing [ ] Information Items

[W] Presentation/ Discussion/ Action Items

Subject (What needs to be printed on the agenda):
Senate Bill 11 Requires Boards to Make a Decision on Daily Prayer Time and Reading of Religious Text

Executive Summary (Brief description of agenda item):

Senate Bill 11 from the 89th Legislative Session adds Texas Education Code section 25.0823, which allows school
boards to designate time each school day at every campus for students and employees to pray and read the Bible or
other religious texts. The bill requires that within six months of the effective date (by March 1, 2026), each district's
board must take a recorded vote either to establish the daily prayer time and reading of religious texts by adopting the
resolution set out in the new statute or to decline to establish the daily prayer time. If a board adopts the resolution,
they should contact their TASB policy consultant for recommended policy language at DGA(LOCAL) and FNA
(LOCAL). At GISD we already observe a moment of silence during our morning pledge time, whereby students can
pray or reflect upon the day. Thus, we do not feel an additional segment of time is needed, which would take from
instructional time. In addition, our students have multiple student-led activities such as before and after school Bible
study groups, Fellow of Christian Athletes, National Day of Prayer, and National Bring your Bible to School Day. We
believe any lengthy amount of time set aside for prayer and reading of religious text might be difficult for teachers from
a classroom management standpoint. Additionally, the Separation of Church and State might become more muddied
with something this specific during the instructional day.

Fiscal Impact

Cost: Funding Source: Fiscal Year:
[ ] Recurring [ ] General Fund Amendment Required?
[ ] One-Time [ ] Grant Funds [ ] Yes
[H] No Fiscal Impact [ ] Bond Funds [H] No

[M] Other Funds (Specity)
Total Cost:

Administration’s Recommendation:

It is management's recommendation that the board decline to establish a daily prayer time and
reading of religious text because we feel our moment of silence already fulfills the spirit of this law.

Submitted By:
Barrett Pollard, Ed.D. - Superintendent

Board Approval Required: [l Yes [ | No
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