Brownsville Independent School District

Agenda Category: General Function Board of Education Meeting:  08/05/2025
Item Title: _ Recommend Approval to Adopt TASB X  Action
Policy FNCE (LOCAL) Information
LA 2 Nl |0 _Discussion
BACKGROUND:

House Bill 1481 mandates that all Texas public school districts and open-enrollment charter schools adopt and
enforce a written policy prohibiting student use of personal communication devices on school property during
the school day. The law requires schools to outline disciplinary actions for violations and permits confiscation
of devices. Districts may choose to ban devices altogether or establish a method for storing them during the
school day.

The bill requires that exceptions be made for students whose device use is necessary due to an Individualized
Education Program (IEP), a Section 504 plan, a physician's directive, or for health or safety compliance.
“Personal communication devices” include smartphones, tablets, smartwatches, and other electronic

communication tools, but exclude school-issued devices. Districts must implement the required policy no later
than 90 days after the bill’s effective date.

FISCAL IMPLICATIONS:
N/A
RECOMMENDATION:

Recommend approval to adopt TASB Policy FNCE (LOCAL).
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When Necessary, Additional Background May Follow This.
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Note: For searches of personal communication devices or
other personal electronic devices, see FNF.

A student shall not use a personal communication device on school
property during the school day. While on school property, the stu-
dent shall store any personal communication device in accordance
with administrative requlations.

A student who violates this policy or any regulations shall be sub-

ject to discipline in accordance with the Board-adopted Student
Code of Conduct.

An authorized District employee shall confiscate a student's per-
sonal communication device that is used in violation of this policy
of any applicable requlations.

The District shall not dispose of the personal communication de-
vice. The District shall provide appropriate notice, and devices that

are not retrieved shall be stored according to administrative requla-
tions.

A student shall be authorized to use a personal communication de-
vice on school property during the school day only under the fol-
lowing circumstances:

1. The student’s use is necessary for implementation of the stu-

dent's individualized education program, a 504 plan, or a simi-
lar program or plan;

2.  The student's use is required due to a documented need
based on a directive from a qualified physician; or

J.  The student’s use is necessary to comply with a health or

safety requirement imposed by law or as part of the District or
campus safety protocols.

The Superintendent shall develop requlations to implement this
policy.

Annually, the Superintendent shall report to the Board on the impile-
mentation and compliance of this policy.
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