yterials

ress, status, and




Writing system

w E =TT x

p=B
- t=D

aa = call, saw, I = kit, busy .
k=G

é = sofa, mama % ii = feet, City, beat “
11 = hard [ii] sound

w

aa = hat, laugh U = fun, but, does, enough

wv

I = soft [ai] sound

al = met, again, many 00 = blue, two, new oo

ay/ai = play, state, paint OO = look, put, foot @ ” = guttural tone

1y = cry, light, pie, bike O =row, toe, no ’
200

1

= aspirate tone / tonal shift

& * = glottal stop

S

Pusge’

Blackfoot has never had an official writing system but our school has
adopted the ‘Big Bull writing system’ and our staff has been trained
in recognizes it strength on Blackfoot phonology, how to read it, and
how to type it.
This has given students a consistency they needed so they develop
literacy within our language




Students use what they know in the target language to learn what they don’t know, for instance, in this picture

above, say a student doesn’t know the word for horse, boy, nor the verbs, but knows all the other nouns. Through
using words the student knows we can ‘weave’ the language into them through logical deduction.







e

*terms associated with spirituality and ceremony
*adjectives

*prepositions




Assessment example

Students are first assessed on
their ability to say these words
using ASLA pictures
(performance). After they are
done, if they skipped
words/pictures they are assessed
on whether they can hear and
recognize the words (cognition).

This is the first assessment. Final
assessments include long phrases,
tongue twister words, blessings,
and stories

niitooksskia assessment ASLA

%tudent:

P = performance, C = cognition

Date: I
| # | Blackfoot | P |
1 [ninnd [ Man |

|

P |
N
N
3 |dakikoan el 0 | | |
4 |suko'mdapi |[Boy | | |
5 |imita  |bog | | | |

poss  jca | | |
7 |sissitsi  |Bird | | | |
|8 |kianisskiind  |[Mouse | | | |
9 |aisoopatsis | Char | | | |
10 |oko'tiokii  [Rock | | | |
11 [pookwo'n  Ball | | | |
12 [kooes | cup/dish | | | |
po'nokdamiits |Horse | | ] |
14 | dapostsking  |cow | | | |
15 |datsisstda  [Rabbit | | | |
16 |aaksini  |Pig | | | |
17 [kyiyo  |Bear | | | |
18 [aptinnii  |Butterfy | | | |
19 |pitla  [Eagle | | | | |




