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General Personnel

5:100 Staff Development Program

The Superintendent or designee shall implement a staff development program. The goal of the
program shall be to update and improve the skills and knowledge of staff members in order to achieve
and maintain a high level of job performance and satisfaction. Additionally, the development program
for licensed staff members shall be designed to effectuate any School Improvement Plans so that
student learning objectives meet or exceed goals established by the District and State.

Abused and Neglected Child Reporting Act (ANCRA) and Erin's LawTraining

The staff development program shall include the Abused and Neglected Child Reporting Act (ANCRA)
mandated reporter training and training on the awareness and prevention of child sexual abuse and
grooming behaviors (Erin’s Law) as follows (see Board policies 4:165, Awareness and Prevention of
Child Sexual Abuse and Grooming Behaviors, and 5:90, Abused and Neglected Child Reporting):

1. Within three months of employment, each staff member must complete mandated reporter
training from a provider or agency with expertise in recognizing and reporting child abuse.
Mandated reporter training must be completed again at least every three years.

2. By January 31 of every year, all school personnel must complete evidence-informed training on
preventing, reporting, and responding to child sexual abuse, grooming behaviors (including
sexual misconduct as defined in Faith's Law), and boundary violations.

In-Service Training Requirements

The staff development program shall provide, at a minimum, within six months of employment and
renewed at least once every five years thereafter (unless required more frequently by other State or
federal law), the in-service training of all District staff who work with pupils on:

1. Health conditions of students, including but not limited to training on:
a. Anaphylactic reactions and management, conducted by a person with expertise on
anaphylactic reactions and management;

b. Management of asthma, prevention of asthma symptoms, and emergency response in the
school setting;

c. The basics of seizure recognition and first aid and emergency protocols, consistent with
best practice guidelines issued by the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention;

d. The basics of diabetes care, how to identify when a diabetic student needs immediate or
emergency medical attention, and whom to contact in case of emergency;

e. Current best practices regarding identification and treatment of attention deficit
hyperactivity disorder; and

f. How to respond to an incident involving life-threatening bleeding, including use of a
school's trauma bleeding control kit, if applicable.

2. Social-emotional learning. Training may include providing education to all school personnel
about the content of the lllinois Social and Emotional Learning Standards, how they apply to
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everyday school interactions, and examples of how social emotional learning can be integrated
into instructional practices across all grades and subjects.

3. Developing cultural competency, including but not limited to understanding and reducing implicit
bias, including implicit racial bias as defined in 105 ILCS 5/10-20.61 (implicit bias training).

4. Identifying warning signs of mental illness, trauma, and suicidal behavior in youth, along with
appropriate intervention and referral techniques, including resources and guidelines as outlined
in 105 ILCS 5/2-3.166 (Ann Marie's Law) and the definitions of trauma, trauma-responsive
leaming environments, and whole child as set forthin 105 ILCS 5/3-11.

5. Domestic and sexual violence and the needs of expectant and parenting youth, conducted by
persons with expertise in domestic and sexual violence and the needs of expectant and
parenting youth. Training shall include, but is not limited to:

a. Communicating with and listening to youth victims of domestic or sexual violence and
expectant and parenting youth;

b. Connecting youth victims of domestic or sexual violence and expectant and parenting
youth to appropriate in-school services and other agencies, programs, and services as
needed;

c. Implementing the District's policies and procedures regarding such youth, including
confidentiality; and

d. Procedures for responding to incidents of teen dati ng violence that take place at school,
on school grounds, at school-sponsored activities, or in vehicles used for school-provided
transportation as outlined in 105 ILCS 105/27-240PRESSPIus1 (see Board policy
7:185, Teen Dating Violence Prohibited).

6. Protections and accommodations for students, including but not limited to training on:
a. The federal Americans with Disabilities Act as it pertains to the school environment; and

b. Homelessness.

7. Educator ethics and responding to child sexual abuse and grooming behavior (see Board policy
5:120, Employee Ethics; Code of Professional Conduct: and Conflict of Interest); including but
not limited to training on:

a. Teacher-student conduct;

b. School employee-student conduct; and

c. Evidence-informed training on preventing, recognizing, reporting, and responding to child
sexual abuse and grooming as outlined in 105 ILCS 5/10-23.13 (Erin's Law).
8. Effective instruction in violence prevention and conflict resolution, conducted in accordance with

the requirements of 105 ILCS 5/27-115 +PRESSPlus2 (violence prevention and conflict
resolution education).

Additional Training Requirements

In addition, the staff development program shall include each of the following:

1. Ongoing professional development for all school personnel and school resource officers on the
requirements of 105 ILCS 5/10-22.6 and 5/10-20.14, the adverse consequences of school
exclusion and justice-system involvement, effective classroom management strategies, culturally
responsive discipline, trauma-responsive learning environments as defined in 105 ILCS 5/3-
11(b), the appropriate and available supportive services for the promotion of student attendance
and engagement, and developmentally appropriate disciplinary methods that promote positive
and healthy school climates.

2. Annual continuing education and/or training opportunities (professional standards) for school
nutrition program directors, managers, and staff. Each school food authority’s director shall
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document compliance with this requirement by the end of each school year and maintain
documentation for a three-year period.

3. The following individuals must complete concussion training as specified in the Youth Sports
Concussion Safety Act: coaches and assistant coaches (whether volunteer or employee) of an
interscholastic athletic activity; nurses, licensed and/or non-licensed healthcare professionals
serving on the Concussion Oversight Team; athletic trainers; game officials of an interscholastic
athletic activity; and physicians serving on the Concussion Oversight Team.

4. For school personnel who work with hazardous or toxic materials on a regular basis, training on
the safe handling and use of such materials.

5. For delegated care aides performing services in connection with a student’s seizure action plan,
training in accordance with 105 ILCS 150/, the Seizure Smart School Act.

6. For delegated care aides performing services in connection with a student's diabetes care plan,
training in accordance with 105 ILCS 145/, the Care of Students with Diabetes Act.

7. Forall District staff, annual sexual harassment prevention training.

8. Title IX requirements for training in accordance with 34 C.F.R. Part 106 (see Board policy 2:265,
Title IX Grievance Procedure).

9. Training for all District employees on the prevention of discrimination and harassment based on
race, color, and national origin in school as part of new employee training and at least once
every two years.

10. Training for at least one designated employee at each school about the Prioritization of Urgency
of Need for Services (PUNS) database and steps required to register students for it.

11. Training in accordance with 105 ILCS 5/26A for at least one staff member in each school
designated as a resource for students who are parents, expectant parents, or victims of
domestic or sexual violence, and for any employees whose duties include the resolution of
complaints of violations of 105 ILCS 5/26A (see Board policy 7:255, Students who are Parents,
Expectant Parents, or Victims of Domestic or Sexual Violence).

The Superintendent shall develop protocols for administering youth suicide awareness and prevention
education to staff consistent with Board policy 7:290, Suicide and Depression Awareness and
Prevention.

LEGAL REF.:
20 U.S.C. §1681 et seq., Title IX of the Educational Amendments of 1972; 34 C.F.R. Part 106.

42 U.S.C. §1758b, Pub. L. 111-296, Healthy, Hunger-Free Kids Act of 2010; 7 C.F.R. Parts 210 and
235.

105 ILCS 5/2-3.62, 5/2-3.166, 5/3-11, 5/10-20.17a, 5/10-20.61, 5/10-22.6(c-5), 5/10-22.39, 5/10-
23.12, 5/10-23.13, 5/22-80(h), 5/22-95, 5/22-115, 5/24-5, and 5/26A.

105 ILCS 25/1.15, Interscholastic Athletic Organization Act.

105 ILCS 145/25, Care of Students with Diabetes Act

105 ILCS 150/25, Seizure Smart School Act.

105 ILCS 110/3, Critical Health Problems and Comprehensive Health Education Act.
325 ILCS 5/4, Abused and Neglected Child Reporting Act.
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745 ILCS 49/, Good Samaritan Act.

775 ILCS 5/2-109 and 5/5A-103, lll. Human Rights Act.
23 ll.LAdmin.Code §§ 22.20, 226.800, and Part 525.
77 ll.Admin.Code §527.800.

CROSS REF.: 2:265 (Title IX Grievance Procedure), 2:270 (Discrimination and Harassment on the
Basis of Race, Color, and National Origin Prohibited), 3:40 (Superintendent), 3:50 (Administrative
Personnel Other Than the Superintendent), 4:160 (Environmental Quality of Buildings and Grounds),
4:165 (Awareness and Prevention of Child Sexual Abuse and Grooming Behaviors), 5:20 (Workplace
Harassment Prohibited), 5:90 (Abused and Neglected Child Reporting), 5:120 (Employee Ethics;
Code of Professional Conduct; and Conflict of Interest), 5:250 (Leaves of Absence), 6:15 (School
Accountability), 6:20 (School Year Calendar and Day), 6:50 (School Wellness), 6:160 (English
Learners), 7:10 (Equal Educational Opportunities), 7:20 (Harassment of Students Prohibited), 7:180
(Prevention of and Response to Bullying, Intimidation, and Harassment), 7:185 (Teen Dating Violence
Prohibited), 7:250 (Student Support Services), 7:255 (Students Who are Parents, Expectant Parents,
or Victims of Domestic or Sexual Violence), 7:270 (Administering Medicines to Students), 7:285
(Anaphylaxis Prevention, Response, and Management Program), 7:290 (Suicide and Depression
Awareness and Prevention), 7:305 (Student Athlete Concussions and Head Injuries)

Adopted: June 18, 2025

PRESSPIus Comments

PRESSPIus 1. Updated in response to 105 ILCS 5/27-240, added by P.A. 104-391, replacing the
citationto 105 ILCS 110/3.10, repealed by P.A. 104-391. Issue 120, October 2025

PRESSPIus 2. Updated in response to 105 ILCS 5/27-115, renumbered by P.A. 104-391. Issue
120, October 2025
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5:190 Teacher Qualifications

A teacher, as the term is used in this policy, refers to a District employee who is required to be
licensed under State law. The following qualifications apply:

1. Eachteacher must:

a. Have a valid lllinois Professional Educator License issued by the State Superintendent of
Education with the required endorsements as provided in the School Code.

b. Provide the District Office with a complete official transcript of credits earned in institutions
of higher education.

c. Onor before September 1 of each year, unless otherwise provided in an applicable
collective bargaining agreement, provide the District Office with an official transcript of any
credits earned since the date the last transcript was filed.

d. Notify the Superintendent of any change in the teacher's transcript.

2. Allteachers working in a program supported with federal funds under Title |, Part A must meet
applicable State certification and licensure requirements.

The Superintendent or designee shall:

1. Monitor compliance with State and federal law requirements that teachers be appropriately
licensed;

2. Through incentives for voluntary transfers, professional development, recruiting programs, or
other effective strategies, ensure that minority students and students from low-income families
are not taught at higher rates than other students by unqualified, out-of-field, or inexperienced
teachers; and

3. Ensure parents/guardians of students in schools receiving Title | funds are notified of their right
to request their students' classroom teachers' professional qualifications.

LEGAL REF.:
20 U.S.C. §6312(e)(1)(A).

105 ILCS 5/10-20.15, 5/21B-15, 5/21B-20, 5/21B-25, 5/21B-120 PRESSPIus1 5nq 5/24-23.

23 ll.Admin.Code §1.610 et seq., §1.705 et seq., and Part 25.
CROSS REF.: 6:170 (Title | Programs)

Adopted: January 25, 2024

PRESSPIus Comments
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PRESSPIlus 1. The Legal References are updated in response P.A. 104-111, eff, 1-1-26,

establishing a short-term approval credential for teachers in accordance with rules developed by
ISBE. Issue 120, October 2025
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5:200 Terms and Conditions of Employment and Dismissal

The Board of Education delegates authority and responsibility to the Superintendent to manage the
terms and conditions for the employment of professional personnel. The Superintendent shall act
reasonably and comply with State and federal law as well as any applicable individual employment
contract or collective bargaining agreement in effect. The Superintendent is responsible for making
dismissal recommendations to the Board consistent with the Board's goal of having a highly qualified,
high performing staff.

School Year and Day, Duty-Free Lunch, Salary, Assignments and Transfers

Please refer to the applicable collective bargaining agreement.

School Social Worker Services Outside of District Employment

School social workers may not provide services outside of their District employment to any student(s)
attending school in the District. School social worker has the meaning stated in 105 ILCS 5/14-1.09a.

Nursing Mothers

The District accommodates employees who are nursing mothers and compensates them for

reasonable time needed to express breast milkPRESSPlus1 according to provisions in State and
federal law.

Dismissal
The District will follow State law when dismissing a teacher.
Evaluation

The District's teacher evaluation system will be conducted under the plan developed pursuant to State
law.

On an annual basis, the Superintendent will provide the Board with a written report which outlines the
results of the District's teacher evaluation system.

LEGAL REF.:
29 U.S.C. §218(d), Pub. L. 117-328, Pump for Nursing Mothers Act.
42 U.S.C. §2000gg et seq., Pub. L. 117-328, Pregnant Workers Fairness Act.

105 ILCS 5/10-19, 5/10-19.05, 5/10-20.65, 5/14-1.09a, 5/22-96, 5/22.4, 5/24-16.5, 5/24-2, 5/24-8,
5/24-9, 5/24-11, 5/24-12, 5/24-21, 5/24A-1 through 24A-20.

820 ILCS 260/, Nursing Mothers in the Workplace Act.

34 of 87




23 ll.Admin.Code Parts 50 (Evaluation of Educator Licensed Employees) and 51 (Dismissal of
Tenured Teachers).

Cleveland Bd. of Educ. v. Loudermill, 470 U.S. 532(1985).

CROSS REF.: 5:120 (Employee Ethics; Code of Professional Conduct; and Conflict of Interest),
5:290 (Employment Termination and Suspensions), 6:20 (School Year Calendar and Day)

Adopted: August 22, 2024

PRESSPIus Comments

PRESSPIus 1. Updated in response to the Nursing Mothers in Workplace Act, 820 ILCS 260/10
amended by P.A. 104-76, eff. 1-1-26. Issue 120, October 2025
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5:220 Substitute Teachers

The Superintendent may employ substitute teachers as necessary to replace teachers who are
temporarily absent.

A substitute teacher must hold either a valid teaching or substitute license and may teach in the place
of a licensed teacher who is under contract with the Board. There is no limit on the number of days that
a substitute teacher may teach in the District during the school year, except as follows:

1. A substitute teacher holding a substitute license may teach for any one licensed teacher under
contract with the District only for a period not to exceed 90 paid school days in any one school
term.

2. Ateacher holding a Professional Educator License or Educator License with Stipulations may
teach for any one licensed teacher under contract with the District only for a period not to exceed
120 paid school days.

The lll. Teachers’ Retirement System (TRS) limits a substitute teacher who is a TRS annuitant to
substitute teaching for a period not to exceed 120 paid days or 600 paid hours in each school year
through June 30, 2026, but not more than 100 paid days in the same classroom. Beginning July 1,
2026, a substitute teacher who is a TRS annuitant may substitute teach for a period not to exceed 100
paid days or 500 paid hours in any school year, unless the subject area is one where the Regional
Superintendent has certified that a personnel shortage exists.

The Board establishes a daily rate of pay for substitute teachers. Substitute teachers receive only
monetary compensation for time worked and no other benefits.

Short-Term Substitute Teachers

A short-term substitute teacher must hold a valid short-term substitute teaching license and have
completed the District's short-term substitute teacher training program. Unless otherwise permitted by
law, short-term substitutes may teach no more than five consecutive school days for each licensed
teacher who is under contract with the Board.

Emergency Situations

A substitute teacher may teach when no licensed teacher is under contract with the Board if the
District has an emergency situation as defined in State law. During an emergency situation, a
substitute teacher is limited to 30 calendar days of employment per each vacant position. The
Superintendent shall notify the appropriate Regional Office of Education (ROE) within five business
days after the employment of a substitute teacher in an emergency situation. The Board may continue
to employ the same substitute teacher in a vacant position for 90 calendar days or until the end of the
semester, whichever is greater, if, prior to the end of the then current 30-calendar-day period, the
District makes a written request to the ROE for a 30-calendar-day extension and the extension is
granted by the ROE.

36 of 87




LEGAL REF.:
105 ILCS 5/10-20.68, 5/21B-20(2), 5/21B-20(3), and 5/21B-20(4).

105 ILCS 128/22, School Safety Drill Act. PRESSPlus1

40 ILCS 5/16-118, lil. Pension Code.
23 ll.Admin.Code §1.790 (Substitute Teacher) and §25.520 (Substitute Teaching License).
CROSS REF.: 5:30 (Hiring Process and Criteria)

Adopted: January 25, 2024

PRESSPIlus Comments

PRESSPIus 1. The Legal References are updated in response to P.A. 104-1 98, eff. 1-1-26, requiring
districts to provide all substitute personnel with: (1) training on school evacuation drills and law
enforcement lockdown drills, and (2) support that includes, at a minimum, the information packet given
to employees with district-approved materials outlining evacuation and lockdown procedures. Maps
indicating all school exits must also be prominently displayed in every classroom. Issue 120, October
2025
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5:280 Duties and Qualifications

All support staff: (1) must meet qualifications specified in job descriptions, (2) must be able to perform
the essential tasks listed and/or assigned, and (3) are subject to Board policies as they may be
changed from time-to-time at the Board's sole discretion.

Paraprofessionals

Paraprofessionals provide supervised instructional support. Service as a paraprofessional requires
an educator license with stipulations endorsed for a paraprofessional educator unless a specific
exemption is authorized by the lll. State Board of Education (ISBE).

Individuals with only non-instructional duties (e.g., providing technical support for computers, providing

personal care services, or performing clerical duties) are not paraprofessionals, and the requirements
in this section do not apply. In addition, individuals completing their clinical experiences and/or student
teaching do not need to comply with this section, provided their service otherwise complies with ISBE

rules.

Nonlicensed Personnel Working with Students and Performing Non-Instructional Duties

Nonlicensed personnel performing non-instructional duties may be used:

1. For supervising study halls, long distance teaching reception areas used incident to instructional
programs transmitted by electronic media, e.g., computers, video, and audio, detention and
discipline areas, and school-sponsored extracurricular activities;

2. As supervisors, chaperones, or sponsors for non-academic school activities or for school
activities connected to the academic program during any time in which the Governor has
declared a disaster due to a public health emergency, in accordance with ISBE rule; or

3. For non-teaching duties not requiring instructional judgment or student evaluation.

Nothing in this policy prevents a nonlicensed person from serving as a guest lecturer or resource

person under a licensedPRESSPIUST teacher's direction and with the administration's
approval.
LEGAL REF.:

34 C.F.R. §200.58.

105 ILCS 5/10-22.34, 5/10-22.34a, and 5/10-22.34b.
625 ILCS 5/6-104 and 5/6-106.1, lll. Vehicle Code.
23 ll.Admin.Code §§1.280, 1.630, and 25.510.

CROSS REF.: 4:170 (Safety), 5:30 (Hiring Process and Criteria), 5:35 (Compliance with the Fair
Labor Standards Act), 6:250 (Community Resource Persons and Volunteers)
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Adopted: January 26, 2023

PRESSPIlus Comments

PRESSPIus 1. Updated for continuous improvement. Issue 120, October 2025
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5:300 Schedules and Employment Year

The Superintendent shall supervise a process for setting work schedules and an employment year for
educational support employees in accordance with State and federal law, School Board policy, and
applicable agreements and shall:

1. Assign each employee one supervisor who will establish a work schedule, including breaks, as
required by building or District needs, workload, and the efficient management of human
resources;

2. Allow for the ability to respond to changing circumstances by altering work schedules as
needed; and

3. Consider the well-being of the employee. The Board's approval is required to establish a flexible
work schedule or job-sharing.

Breaks

An employee who works at least 7.5 continuous hours shall receive an unpaid 30-minute duty-free
meal break that begins within the first five hours of the employee's workday. The District
accommodates employees who are nursing mothers and compensates them for reasonable time

needed to express breast milkPRESSPlus1 according to State and federal law.

LEGAL REF.:

29 U.S.C. §§207 and 218d, Fair Labor Standards Act.
105 ILCS 5/10-20.14a, 5/10-22.34, and 5/10-23.5.
740 ILCS 137/, Right to Breastfeed Act.

820 ILCS 105/, Minimum Wage Law.

820 ILCS 260/, Nursing Mothers in the Workplace Act.

CROSS REF.: 5:10 (Equal Employment Opportunity and Minority Recruitment), 5:35 (Compliance with
the Fair Labor Standards Act)

Adopted: May 23, 2024

PRESSPIus Comments

PRESSPIus 1. Updated in response to the Nursing Mothers in Workplace Act, 820 ILCS 260/10,
amended by P.A. 104-76, eff. 1-1-26. Issue 120, October 2025
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6:20 School Year Calendar and Day
School Calendar

The Board of Education, upon the Superintendent's recommendation and subject to State regulations,
annually establishes the dates for opening and closing classes, teacher institutes and in-services, the
length and dates of vacations, and the days designated as legal school holidays. The school calendar
shall have a minimum of 185 days to ensure 176 days of actual student attendance.

Commemorative Holidays

The teachers and students mﬁw devote a portion of the school day on each
commemorative holiday designated in the School Code to study and honor the commemorated
person or occasion. The Board may, from time to time, designate a regular school day as a
commemorative holiday.

School Day

The Board establishes the length of the school day with the recommendation of the Superintendent
and subject to State law requirements. The Superintendent or designee shall ensure that observances
required by State law are followed during each day of school attendance.

LEGAL REF.:
105 ILCS 5/10-19, 5/10-19.05, 5/10-20.46, 5/10-20.56, ~0-45-5/10-30, 5/18-12, 5/18-12.5,
5/24-2, 5/27-5103-5/2718, 512 52 and 5/27-1025 5z -

10 ILCS 5/11-4.1, Election Code.

5 ILCS 490/, State Commemorative Dates Act.

23 lIl.Admin.Code §1.420(f).

Metzl v. Leininger, 850 F.Supp. 740 (N.D. Ill. 1994), affd by 57 F.3d 618 (7th Cir. 1995).

CROSS REF.: 2:20 (Powers and Duties of the Board of Education; Indemnification), 4:180
(Pandemic Preparedness; Management; and Recovery), 5:200 (Terms and Conditions of
Employment and Dismissal), 5:330 (Sick Days, Vacation, Holidays, and Leaves); 6:60 (Curriculum
Content), 6:70 (Teaching About Religions), 7:90 (Release During School Hours)

Adopted: January 26, 2023

PRESSPIlus Comments
PRESSPIus 1. Updated in response to 105 ILCS 5/24-2(c), amended by P.A. 104-391, making
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commemorative holidays optional to observe and moving the last Friday in April (Arbor and Bird Day),
October 9 (Leif Erikson Day), and the day immediately after Thanksgiving (Native American Heritage
Day) to commemorative holidays. In addition, 105 ILCS 5/27-20 and 105 ILCS 5/27-20.2, both
repealed by P.A. 104-391, removed American Indian Day and Just Say No Day;, respectively, from the
list of commemorative holidays. Issue 120, October 2025
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INSTRUCTION

6:40 Curriculum Development

Adoption

The Superintendent shall recommend a comprehensive curriculum that is aligned with:

1. The District's educational philosophy and goals,

2. Student needs as identified by research, demographics, and student achievement and other
data,

3. The knowledge, skills, and abilities required for students to become life-long learners,

4. The minimum requirements of State and federal law and regulations for curriculum and
graduation requirements,

5. The curriculum of non-District schools that feed into or from a District school, provided that the
necessary cooperation and information is available,

6. The llinois State Learning Standards and any District learning standards, and
7. Anyrequired State or federal student testing.

The Board of Education will adopt, upon recommendation of the Superintendent, a curriculum that
meets the above criteria.

Experimental Educational Programs and Pilot Projects

The Superintendent may recommend experimental educational programs and/or pilot projects for
Board consideration. Proposals must include goals, material needs, anticipated expenses, and an
evaluation process. The Superintendent shall submit to the Board periodic progress reports for
programs that exceed one year in duration and a final evaluation with recommendation upon the
program's completion.

Single-Gender Classes and Activities

The Superintendent may recommend a program of nonvocational single-gender classes and/or
activities to provide diverse educational opportunities and/or meet students' identified educational
needs. Participation in the classes or activities must be voluntary, both genders must be treated with
substantial equality, and the program must otherwise comply with State and federal law and with

Board policy 7:10, Equal Educational Opportunities. At least every two years PRESSPIUsT e
Superintendent must ~+1-evaluate any single-gender class or activity to ensure that: (1) it does
not rely on overly broad generalizations about the different talents, capabilities, or preferences of
either gender, (2) it is substantially related to the achievement of the important objective for the class
or activity, and (3) it continues to comply with State and federal law and with Board policy 7:10, Equal
Educational Opportunities.

Development

The Superintendent shall develop a curriculum review program to monitor the current curriculum and
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promptly suggest changes to make the curriculum more effective, to take advantage of improved
teaching methods and materials, and to be responsive to social change, technological developments,
student needs, and community expectations.

The Superintendent shall report to the Board as appropriate, the curriculum review program's efforts
to:

1. Regularly evaluate the curriculum and instructional program.
2. Ensure the curriculum continues to meet the stated adoption criteria.

3. Include input from a cross-section of teachers, administrators, parents/guardians, and students,
representing all schools, grade levels, disciplines, and specialized and alternative programs.

4. Coordinate with the process for evaluating the instructional program and materials.
Curriculum Guides and Course Outlines

The Superintendent shall develop and provide subject area curriculum guides to appropriate staff
members.

LEGAL REF.:

20 U.S.C. §1681, Title IX of the Education Amendments of 1972- 134 C.F.R. Part
106.

105 ILCS 5/10-20.8 and 5/10-19.

CROSS REF.:6:60 (Curriculum Content), 6:65 (Student Social and Emotional Development), 6:70
(Teaching About Religions), 6:80 (Teaching About Controversial Issues), 6:90 (Kindergarten), 6:100
(Using Animals in the Educational Program), 6:110 (Programs for Students At Risk of Academic
Failure and/or Dropping Out of School and Graduation Incentives Program), 6:120 (Education of
Children with Disabilities), 6:130 (Program for the Gifted), 6:135 (Accelerated Placement Program),
6:140 (Education of Homeless Children), 6:145 (Migrant Students), 6:150 (Home and Hospital
Instruction), 6:160 (English Learners), 6;170 (Title | Programs), 7:10 (Equal Educational
Opportunities),7:15 (Student and Family Privacy Rights)

Adopted: May 23, 2024

PRESSPIus Comments

PRESSPIus 1. Districts are required to evaluate single-sex classes and extracurricular activities at
least every two years. 34 C.F.R. §106.34(b)(4)(ii). See also an FAQ from the U.S. Dept. of
Education's Office of Civil Rights at: www.ed.gov/sites/ed/files/about/offices/list/ocr/docs/fags-title-ix-
single-sex-201412.pdf. Consult the board attorney about accommodation issues for transgender or
gender non-conforming students in single-sex classes. This subhead may be removed if a district will
not offer single-gender classes or activities. Issue 120, October 2025
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The curriculum shall contain instruction on subjects required by State statute or regulation a

Winfield School District 34 \ SECTION 6 - INSTRUCTION\

1. Inkindergarten through grade 8, subjects include: (a) language arts, (b) reading, (c) other

communication skills, (d) science, (e) mathematics, (f) social studies, (g) art, and (h) music:
drug-and- , Fineludina-the-danaarsof PRESSPIus1 p

reading opportunity of 60 minutes per day will be promoted for all students in kindergarten
through grade 3 whose reading levels are one grade level or more lower than their current grade
level. Daily time of at least 30 minutes (with a minimum of at least 15 consecutive minutes if
divided) will be provided for supervised, unstructured, child-directed play for all students in
kindergarten through grade 5. Before the completion of grade 5, students will be offered at least
one unit of cursive instruction. In grades 6, 7, or 8, students must receive at least one semester
of civics education in accordance with llinois Learning Standards for social science.

2. In all schools, drug and alcohol abuse prevention education, including:PRESSPIUS2 (4) jn each

year in grades K though 4, age- and developmentally appropriate instruction, study, and

discussion of effective methods for the prevention and avoidance of drugs and the dangers of
opioid and substance abuse, (b) in grades 5 through 8. age- and developmentally appropriate
classroom instruction on alcohol and drug use and abuse. (c) in grades 6-8. the dangers of
fentanyl, and (d) in grades 7 and 8, : A anabolic
steroid abuse prevention, which must also be taught.in interscholastic athletic programs.

3. Inkindergarten through grade 8, provided it can be funded by private grants or the federal
government, violence prevention and conflict resolution must be stressed, including: (a) causes
of conflict, (b) consequences of violent behavior, (c) non-violent resolution, and (d) relationships
between drugs, alcohol, and violence.

4. Ingrades kindergarten through 8, through the 2026-2027 school year PRESSPIus3 age-
appropriate Internet safety must be taught, the scope of which shall be determined by the
Superintendent or designee. The curriculum must incorporate Board policy 6:235, Access to
Electronic Netvorks, and, at a minimum, include: (a) education about appropriate online
behavior, (b) interacting with other individuals on social networking websites and in chat rooms,
and (c) cyberbullying awareness and response.

5. Beginning in the fall of 2027, in grades 3-8 each year. age- and developmentally appropriate
instruction on online safety. PRESSPlus4

6. Inall grades, students must receive developmentally appropriate opportunities to gain computer
literacy skills that are embedded in the curriculum.

PRESSPIlus5

7. Inall grades, &5

ilnstruction.on
b behaviors that violate Board policy 7:180, Prevention of and
Response to Bullying, Intimidation, and Harassment.

8. Inall schools, citizenship values must be taught, including: (a) American patriotism, (b) principles
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10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

/]

of representative government (the American Declaration of Independence, the Constitution of
the United States of America and the Constitution of the State of Ilhn0|s) (c) proper use and

dlsplay of the American flag, and (d) the Pledge of Allegiance anc-{= -4
. PRESSPlus6

. Inall grades, physical education must be taught including a developmentally planned and

sequential curriculum that fosters the development of movement skills, enhances health-related
fitness, increases students’ knowledge, offers direct opportunities to learn how to work
cooperatively in a group setting, and encourages healthy habits and attitudes for a healthy
lifestyle. Unless otherwise exempted, all students are required to engage daily during the school
day in a physical education course with such frequency as determined by the Board after
recommendation from the Superintendent, but at a minimum of three days per five-day

week. For exemptions and substitutions, see Board policy 7:260, Exemption from Physical
Education.

In all schools, health education must be stressed, including: PRESSPlusT (5 (a) human ecology,

health, growth, development, gersonal health habits, and nutntlon, (b) famlly life. (c) prevention

and control of dlsease

' -(d )age and develoomentallv -appropriate and evidence-
lnformed sexual abuse and assault awareness and prevention education in all grades, (€) public

health, environmental health, disaster preparedness, and safety education.?°RESSPIUS8 (f) mental
health and illness dental health, (h) cancer education, and (i) age- and developmentall

appropriate consent educationPRESSPIUs9 : Jers€ . The

Superintendent shall implement a comprehensive health education program in accordance with
State law, including a personal health and safety and sexual health education program pursuant
to 105 ILCS 5/27-5121015. The Superintendent shall also implement an age- and
developmentally appropriate consent education curriculum pursuant to 105 ILCS 5/27- 1010.

In all schools, abduction education that addresses the danger of and avoidance of

abduction,PRESSPIus10

In all schools, career/vocational education must be taught, including: (a) the importance of work,
(b) the development of basic skills to enter the world of work and/or continue formal education,
(c) good work habits and values, (d) the relationship between learning and work, and (e) if
possible, a student work program that provides the student with work experience as an
extension of the regular classroom. A career awareness and exploration program must be
available at all grade levels. In grades 6-8, students engage in career exploration and career
development activities to prepare them to make informed plans and decisions about their future
education and career goals.

In all schools, environmental education, including instruction on: (a) the current problems and
needs in the conservation of natural resources and (b) beginning in the fall of 2026, instruction on
climate change.

In all schools, instruction as determined by the Superintendent or designee on United States
(U.S.) history must be taught, including: (a) the principles of representative government, (b) the
Constitutions of the U.S. and lllinois, (c) the role of the U.S. in world affairs, (d) the role of labor
unions, (e) the role and contributions of ethnic groups, including but not limited to, African
Americans, Albanians, Asian Americans, Bohemians, Czechs, French, Germans, Hispanics
(including the events related to the forceful removal and illegal deportation of Mexican-American
U.S. citizens during the Great Depression), Hungarians, Irish, talians, Lithuanians, Polish,
Russians, Scots, and Slovakians in the history of this country and State, (f) a study of the roles
and contributions of lesbian, gay, bisexual, and transgender (LGBT) people in the history of the
U.S. and lllinois, (g) lllinois history, (h) the contributions made to society by Americans of different
faith practices, including, but not limited to, Muslim Americans, Jewish Americans, Christian
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Americans, Hindu Americans, Sikh Americans, Buddhist Americans, and any other collective
community of faith that has shaped America, (i) Native American nations' sovereignty and self-
determination, both historically and in the present day, with a focus on urban Native Americans,

and (j) beginrningtathefa “+-the events of the Native American experience and Native
American history within the Midwest and llinois since time immemorial in accordance with 105
ILCS 5/27-20.05.

In addition, all schools shall hold an educational program on the United States Constitution on
Constitution Day, each September 17, commemorating the September 17, 1787 signing of the
Constitution. However, when September 17 falls on a Saturday, Sunday, or holiday, Constitution
Day shall be held during the preceding or following week.

19

ressie ‘ ‘ Sre PRESSPIlus11
16. The curriculum includes instruction as determined by the Superintendent or designee on the
Holocaust and crimes of genocide, including Nazi atrocities of 1933-1945, the Native American

genocide in North America, Armenian Genocide, the Famine-Genocide in Ukraine,m and more
recent atrocities in Cambodia, Bosnia, Rwanda, and Sudan.

17. The curriculum includes instruction as determined by the Superintendent or designee on the
history, struggles, and contributions of women.

18. The curriculum includes instruction as determined by the Superintendent or designee on Black
History, including the history of the pre-enslavement of Black people from 3,000 BCE to AD
1619, the African slave trade, slavery in America, the study of the reasons why Black people
came to be enslaved, the vestiges of slavery in this country, the study of the American civil rights
renaissance, as well as the struggles and contributions of African-Americans.

19. In all schools, instruction during courses as determined by the Superintendent or designee on
disability history, awareness, and the disability rights movement.

20. Inall schools, instruction as determined by the Superintendent or designee on the events of
Asian American history, including the history of Asian Americans in lllinois and the Midwest, as
well as the contributions of Asian Americans toward advancing civil rights from the 19th century
onward, which must include the contributions made by individual Asian Americans in
government and the arts, humanities, and sciences, as well as the contributions of Asian
American communities to the economic, cultural, social, and political development of the United
States.

21. Inkindergarten through grade 8, education must be available to students concerning effective
methods of preventing and avoiding traffic injuries related to walking and bicycling.

LEGAL REF.:

Pub. L. No. 108-447, Section 111 of Division J, Consolidated Appropriations Act of 2005.
Pub. L. No. 110-385, Title I, 122 stat. 4096 (2008), Protecting Children in the 21st Century Act.
47 C.F.R. §54.520.

5 ILCS 465/3 and 465/3a.

20 ILCS 2605/2605-480.

105 ILCS 5/2-3.80(e) and (f), 5/10-20.79, 5/10-20.84, 5/10-23.13,
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5122314062723 H-5/27-23-15, 5/27-23-16 -5/27-24-1-and-5/27-24-25/22:110.5/27-105. 5/27-
110, 5/27-115. 5/27-210, 5/27-215, 5/27-245. 5/27-250, 5/27-255, 5/27-260. 5/27-305. 5/27-310,
5/27-315, 5/27-405, 5/27-410 (scheduled for repeal on 7-1-27), 5/27-415 (scheduled for repeal on 7-
1-27), 5/27-505. 5/27-510. 5/27-515, 5/27-520. 5/27-525. 5/27-530, 5/27-535. 5/27-540. 5/27-545,

5/27-605, 5/27-705, 5/27-710. 5/27-715. 5/27-720, 5/27-725. 5/27-810. and 5/27-815,PRESSPlus12

hEducationProarar PRESSPlus13

105 ILCS 435/, Vocational Education Act.
625 ILCS 5/6-408.5, lIl. Vehicle Code.
23 ll.Admin.Code §§1.420, 1.425, 1.430, and 1.440.

CROSS REF.: 4:165 (Awareness and Prevention of Child Sex Abuse and Grooming Behaviors), 6:20
(School Year Calendar and Day), 6:40 (Curriculum Development), 6:70 (Teaching About Religions),
6:235 (Access to Electronic Networks), 7:180 (Prevention of and Response to Bullying, Intimidation,
and Harassment), 7:185 (Teen Dating Violence), 7:190 (Student Discipline), 7:260 (Exemption from
Physical Education)

Adopted: December 12, 2024

Questions and Answers:

***Required Question 1. A district may include in its curriculum a unit of instruction studying the
causes and effects of mass starvation in mid-19th century Ireland, known as the "Irish Famine." 105
ILCS 5/27-1030, renumbered by P.A. 104-391. If offered, the board locally determines the minimum
amount of instruction time. For a resource originally developed by the NJ Commission on Holocaust
Education, see www.oregon.gov/ode/educator-
resources/standards/socialsciences/Documents/IrishFamine.pdf.

Does the Board provide instruction studying the causes and effects of the Irish Famine?

¢ No. (Default)
¢ Yes. (IASB will add "the Irish Famine" after "the Famine-Genocide in Ukraine," and IASB will add
5/27-1030 to the Legal References.)

PRESSPIlus Comments

PRESSPIus 1. Stricken from #1 and added below. Issue 120, October 2025

PRESSPIlus 2. Drug abuse prevention education is no longer part of the Comprehensive Health
Education Program (CHEP) and is therefore listed as a separate item. P.A. 104-391 consolidated
drug prevention education related topics into one new section of the School Code, 105 ILCS 5/27-
255. Issue 120, October 2025
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PRESSPIus 3. Updated inresponse to 105 ILCS 5/27-410 (scheduled for repeal on 7-1-27),
amended by P.A. 104-399, eff. 1-1-26, and renumbered by P.A. 104-391. Issue 120, October 2025

PRESSPIus 4. Required by 105 ILCS 5/27-405(b), added by P.A. 104-391. Boards locally determine
the scope and duration of this unit of instruction. Topics to include in online safety instruction are not
mandated, but the following are recommended: (1) safe and responsible use of the Internet, social
networking websites, electronic mail, online messaging and posting, and other means of
communication on the Internet; (2) recognizing, avoiding, and reporting online solicitations of students,
their classmates, and their friends by sexual predators; (3) risks of transmitting personal information
on the Internet; (4) recognizing and avoiding unsolicited or deceptive communications received online;
(5) reporting online harassment, cyber-bullying, and illegal activities and communications on the
Internet; (6) the legal penalties and social ramifications for illicit actions taken online, including
infringement of copyright laws and the creation and sharing of harmful, defamatory, or sexually explicit
content; and (7) the relationship between responsible use of online resources and social-emotional
health. Online safety means safe practices relating to an individual's or group's use of the Internet,
social networking website, electronic mail, online messaging and posting, and other means of
communication on the Internet. Issue 120, October 2025

PRESSPIus 5. Updated in response to P.A. 104-391, which repealed the requirement to teach
character education formerly at 105 ILCS 5/27-12. Issue 120, October 2025

PRESSPIus 6. Updated in response to P.A. 104-391, which moved instruction on the voting process
to civics education for grades 6, 7, or 8. Issue 120, October 2025

PRESSPIus 7. Letters (a) - (i) are required by CHEP. 105 ILCS 5/27-215, added by P.A. 104-
391. Issue 120, October 2025

PRESSPIus 8. 105 ILCS 5/27-815, renumbered by P.A. 104-391, also requires safety instruction in
each of grades 1 through 8, equivalent to one class period each week. Neither CHEP nor 105 ILCS
5/27-815 (as it pertains to grades 1-8) define safety education or explain how it differs from the
optional safety education that boards can offer under 105 ILCS 5/27-1020, renumbered by P.A. 104-
391, though districts could draw from the topics listed in that section. Issue 120, October 2025

PRESSPIus 9. Consent education under CHEP is limited to the definition of consent under 105 ILCS
5/27-215(a), added by P.A. 104-391; this basic consent instruction is separate from the more
extensive, optional consent education under 105 ILCS 5/27-1010, amended and renumbered by P.A.
104-391. For more information, see PRESS sample policy 6:60, Curriculum Content, at footnote 33,
available at PRESS Online by logging in at www.iasb.com. Issue 120, October 2025

PRESSPIus 10. Required by 105 ILCS 5/27-105, added by P.A. 104-391. The lll. State Police and Ill.
State Board of Education (ISBE) must develop instruction on child abduction prevention. 20 ILCS
2605/2605-480. See www.isbe.net/Documents/Child-Abduction-Prevention.pdf. Although this

topic is no longer required by CHEP, it is also addressed in sample administrative procedure 6:60-
AP1, Comprehensive Health Education Program, available at PRESS Online by logging in at
www.iasb.com. Issue 120, October 2025
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PRESSPIus 11. Repealed by P.A. 104-391, formerly at 105 ILCS 5/27-3.5. Issue 120, October
2025

PRESSPIlus 12. Updated inresponse to P.A. 104-391, renumbering, reorganizing, and repealing
citations throughout 105 ILCS 5/27. Issue 120, October 2025

PRESSPIlus 13. Repealed by P.A. 104-391 and replaced, in part, by 105 ILCS 5/27-215, added by
P.A. 104-391. Issue 120, October 2025
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6:130 Program for the Gifted

The Superintendent or designee shall implement an education program for gifted and talented
learners that is responsive to community needs and is within the budget perimeters as set by the

Board. This program will be responsive to student needs and within the budget parameters as set b
the Board.fthe-State-Sy tofEdues SsHes-a-Reat for-Propess £
PRESSPlus1

The Board of Education will monitor this program's performance by meeting periodically with the
Superintendent or designee to determine and/or review the indicators and data that evidence whether
the educational program for gifted and talented learners is accomplishing its goals and objectives and
is otherwise in compliance with this policy.

LEGAL REF.:
105 ILCS 5/14A.

CROSS REF.: 6:135 (Accelerated Placement Program)
Adopted: January 26, 2023

PRESSPIus Comments

PRESSPIus 1. Updated in response to 105 ILCS 5/14A, amended by P.A. 104-129, eff. 1-1-26,
removing references to State funding for gifted programs and related requirements. Issue 120,
October 2025
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6:160 English Learners

The District offers opportunities for resident English Learners to achieve at high levels in academic
subjects and to meet the same challenging State academic standards that all children are expected to
meet. The Superintendent or designee shall develop and maintain a program for English Learners that
will:

1. Appropriately identify students with limited English language proficiency.

2. Provide information to the parents/guardians of English Learners about: (1) the reasons for their
child's identification, (2) their child's level of English proficiency, (3) the method of instruction to
be used, (4) how the program will meet their child's needs, (5) how the program will specifically
help their child learn English and meet age-appropriate academic achievement standards for
grade promotion and graduation, (6) specific exit requirements of the program, (7) how the
program will meet their child's individualized education program, if applicable, and (8)
information on parent/guardian rights. Parents/guardians will be regularly apprised of their child's
progress and involvement will be encouraged.

3. Determine the appropriate instructional program and environment for English Learners.

4. Assist all English Learners to achieve English proficiency, facilitate effective communication in
English, and encourage their full participation in school activities and programs as well as
promote participation by the parents/guardians of English Learners.

5. Include English Learners, to the extent required by State and federal law, in the District's student
assessment program to measure their achievement in reading/language arts and mathematics.

6. Annually assess the English proficiency of English Learners and monitor their progress in order
to determine their readiness for a mainstream classroom environment.

7. Comply with State law regarding the Transitional Bilingual Educational Program (TBE) or
Transitional Program of Instruction (TPI), whichever is applicable.

8. Comply with any applicable State and federal requirements for the receipt of grant money for
English Learners and programs to serve them.

Parent/Guardian InvolvementPRESSPlus1

Parents/guardians of English Learners will be informed how they can: (1) be involved in the education
of their children; (2) be active participants in assisting their children to attain English proficiency,
achieve at high levels within a well-rounded education, and meet the challenging State academic
standards expected of all students; and (3) participate and serve on the District's Transitional Bilingual
Education Programs Parent Advisory Committee if the district is required to have one.

LEGAL REF.:
20 U.S.C. §§6312, 6314, 6315, and 6318.
20 U.S.C. §6801 et seq.
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34 C.F.R. Part 200.
105 ILCS 5/14C-1 et seq.
23 ll.LAdmin.Code Part 228.

CROSS REF.: 6:15 (School Accountability), 6:170 (Title | Programs), 6:340 (Student Testing and
Assessment Program)

Adopted: August 26, 2021

PRESSPlus Comments

PRESSPIus 1. Updated for continuous improvement. Issue 120, October 2025
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6:210 Instructional Materials

All District classrooms and learning centers should be equipped with an evenly-proportioned, wide
assortment of instructional materials, including textbooks, workbooks, audio-visual materials, and
electronic materials. These materials should provide quality learning experiences for students and:

1. Enrich and support the curriculum;
2. Stimulate growth in knowledge, literary appreciation, aesthetic values, and ethical standards;

3. Provide background information to enable students to make informed judgments and promote
critical reading and thinking;

4. Depictin an accurate and unbiased way the cultural diversity and pluralistic nature of American
society; and

5. Contribute to a sense of the worth of all people regardless of sex, race, religion, nationality,
ethnic origin, sexual orientation, disability, or any other differences that may exist.

The Superintendent or designee shall annually provide a list or description of textbooks and
instructional materials used in the District to the Board of Education. Anyone may inspect any textbook
or instructional material.

Teachers are encouraged to use age-appropriate supplemental material only when it will enhance, or
otherwise illustrate, the subjects being taught. G rated movies, when instructionally appropriate, may
be shown in all grade levels. Beginning in second grade, when instructionally appropriate, PG rated
movies may be shown. Beginning in eighth grade, when instructionally appropriate, PG-13 rated
movies may be shown. Any movie whose rating is beyond the designated guidelines must be
approved by the Principal and the expressed permission of each student’s parents/guardians must be
obtained. These restrictions apply to television programs and other media with equivalent ratings. The
Superintendent or designee shall give parents/guardians an opportunity to request that their child not
participate in a class showing a movie, television program, or other media with an R or equivalent
rating.

Instructional Materials Selection and Adoption

The Superintendent shall recommend to the Board for consideration and adoption all textbooks and
instructional materials and shall include the following information: (1) title, publisher, copyright dates,
number of copies desired, and cost; (2) any texts being replaced; and (3) rationale for

recommendation &l The School Code governs the adoption and purchase of textbooks and
instructional materials.

LEGAL REF.:

105 ILCS 5/10-20.8 and 5/28-19.1.

CROSS REF.: 6:30 (Organization of Instruction), 6:40 (Curriculum Development),6:80 (Teaching
About Controversial Issues), 6:170 (Title | Programs), 6:260 (Complaints About Curriculum,
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Instructional Materials, and Programs), 7:10 (Equal Educational Opportunities), 7:15 (Student and
Family Privacy Rights), 8:110 (Public Suggestions and Concerns)

Adopted: May 25, 2023

Questions and Answers:

***Required Question 1. A Board that does not have the capacity or desire to approve all instructional
materials may use the following alternative:

The Superintendent shall recommend to the Board for consideration and adoption all textbooks and
primary instructional materials and shall include the following information: (1) title, publisher, copyright
dates, number of copies desired, and cost; (2) any texts being replaced; and (3) rationale for
recommendation. The Superintendent shall approve the selection of all other instructional materials.

Has the Board adopted the alterative language shown above?

¢ No. (Default)
¢ Yes. (IASB will add the language shown in underline above.)
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6:260 Complaints About Curriculum, Instructional Materials, and Programs
Please refer to the applicable collective bargaining agreement(s).
For employees not covered by a current applicable bargaining agreement:

Parents/guardians have the right to inspect any instructional material used as part of their child’s
educational curriculum pursuant to Board of Education policy 7:15, Student and Family Privacy
Rights.

Parents/guardians, employees, and community members who believe that curriculum, instructional
materials, or programs violate rights guaranteed by any law or Board policy may file a complaint using
Board policy 2:260, Uniform Grievance Procedure.

Parents/guardians, employees, and community members with other suggestions or complaints about
curriculum, instructional materials, or programs should complete a Curriculum Objection Form. A
parent/guardian may request that his/her child be exempt from using a particular instructional material
or program by completing a Curriculum Objection Form. The Superintendent or designee shall
establish criteria for the review of objections and inform the parent/guardian, employee, or community
member, as applicable, of the District's decision.

LEGAL REF.:
20 U.S.C. §1232h, Protection of Pupil Rights Amendment.

Mahmoud v. Taylor, 145 S.Ct. 2332 (2025),PRESSPlus1

CROSS REF.: 2:260 (Uniform Grievance Procedure), 7:15 (Student and Family Privacy Rights),
8:110 (Public Suggestions and Concerns)

Adopted: January 26, 2023

PRESSPIus Comments

PRESSPIus 1. Updated in response to Mahmoud v. Taylor, 145 S.Ct. 2332 (2025), holding that
classroom instruction will likely burden parents' free exercise rights if it requires their children to submit
to instruction "that poses 'a very real threat of undermining' the religious beliefs and practices that the
parents wish to instill.” Unless otherwise required by law, it is unclear from Mahmoud whether a district
would ever need to give advance notice to all parents/guardians of the use of certain curriculum or
instructional materials that could trigger religious objections. Doing so could present discrimination
concems. Given the many unsettled legal issues in this area and the fact-dependent nature of the
analysis involved, boards should consult with the board attorney regarding any curriculum

objections. Issue 120, October 2025
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