Buffalo Hide Academy:
March 2020

Buffalo Hide Academy’s Response to COVID-19:

Every staff member of BHA has worked tirelessly to provide a quality, timely, and relevant
education to our students during this unprecedented time. Whether it be creating digital
lessons and project-based assignments, or working before and after-school hours to contact
students, orcreating systemsforstudents/parentstopickupnecessary materials, each staff
memberhas contributedtothe continuingeducationof BHA students. Belowisarundownofa
few of the things we have been working on.

Contacting Students:

Overthe pasttwo weeks, BHA staff members have beenworking diligently to contact our
students by phone, emalil, social media, and home visits. Below is a breakdown of who we have
been able to contact and how they will be engaging in BHA’s distance learning options. Here are
the numbers:

80 total students enrolled at BHA,;

65 students have been contacted,

45 have internet to access Google Classrooms;

35 have adevice and internet to access Google Classrooms;

5 Chromebooks have been handed out to students;

16 packets have been handed out to students who do not have internet access.
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Reaching Out to Periodicals:

Duetothe number of BHA students thatlack accesstothe internetand/or a device, Jason
Krane reached out to a handful of magazines and periodicals to ask for 50+ issues to be donated
sothattheteaching staff could create assignments across the curriculum usingacommon
source. Below is letter that was sent:

Hey there!

| am a teacher and instructional coach at the Buffalo Hide Academy, which is an alternative high school
located on the Blackfeet Indian Reservation in Northwestern Montana. We serve a diverse and at-risk
studentpopulationthat,foronereasonoranother,hasnotbeenabletofind successinthetraditional
highschool. Ourstudents, ranging fromfreshmento 20-year olds, come to us having overcome
numerous challenges, including expulsion, teen-pregnancy, battles with addiction, etc.



Our primary responsibility during this unprecedented time is to make sure our students have access to
food, shelter, and mental health services that our counselors are able to provide remotely. Atthe same
time, our teaching staffhas been preparing digital lessons and assignmentsthatare available to
students that are able to access the internet and have devices to do so.

However, we are finding that the majority of our students lack access to either the internet, devices, or
both, and we willneedto have an alternative planto provide themwith a quality, timely, and relevant
education.

Withthat, lamasking for abig favor: would your organization be willingto donate 50+ issues ofyour
magazine to our school? If so, our goal would be to create assignments in the core subjectareas using
the articlesand features fromthatweek'sissue. We would thendeliverthese assignmentsand
magazine, alongwithfood, clothing, and additional resourcesto our students onaweekly basis.

lamverygratefulforyou consideringapartnershipwithourschool. Andifthereisanyadditional
information you would like from us, please let me know.

Sincerely,
Jason Krane

We are happy to report that both TIME and Newsweek magazines have agreed to donate the

50magazinesthatwe askedfor,andtheywilldosoforthe remainderoftheschoolyear! The
first boxes should be delivered the second week of April.

ELA Assignments:

Nick Rink has created a general assignment template that students can use for any book,
magazine, or digital article in orderto continue working on English credit. Hereisathe
template and the books that have been handed out to students:

Daily Reading - English - 4th Quarter 2019/2020

Name
Date

Pagesread

1 Atleast5vocabwordsfromyourreading: (choose and define words you are unfamiliar with or
words you especiallylike)



(If more, complete on back)

[ 2questions (Askand answer atleast 2 questions you come up with aboutthe reading. Pretend
you are the teacher and you want your students to think deeply about the reading)

0  Summary (write a brief summary of whatyou read in the pages indicated above)

0 Response (Fillthe restof the page with your thoughts and feelings around the pages you’veread
today)

SHERMAN Au,f Blackfeet P, AN
Resersalin and Buff: o LEX! . THESe
/%7{‘@; A m’flﬂiw;"xl‘ ans | NaATIONAL -o‘w:m’l‘l," H lﬁ '\ R T B h \r]
& By James Willard Schultz (Apikuni) (‘ - () F
. - TR WOUNDED
KNEE

DAVID TREUER

HISTORY UF THE
UNII,ED STHTES

History of the World as
- My Blackfeet Elders
Told It




Credit Recovery

For BHA seniors that are able to graduate this year but still have classes that need to be
recovered, JasonKrane has been creating weekly prompts and assignments available for pick up
for those that do not have access to the internet. Below are the prompts from the first of
distance learning:

Thefollowing assignments willbe worth 3 points each and willgotowards any class you may needto
recover. Whenwriting, be sure to use proper punctuation, grammar, and spelling -ifitis done sloppily, |
will send it back to you for revisions. Also, if you have any ideas or suggestions for future
prompts/assignments, please let me know and /’lfwork them into this.

As always, be sure to write your name, along with the week # and assignment#so | knowwhat I’'m
grading. Strangetimescallforusalltogetcreative, sohave funwiththis! Ilhopeyouare safeandwell,
andllookforwardto getting these assignments back fromyou and reading whatyou have to write.

~ Jason Krane

Week #1: March 30 - April 3

Assignment: Questions and Prompt(s): Length: Pfir?t];'
Interviewsomeoneinyour house aboutwhattheywere 2-3 pages
) . . ) : . . ; handwritten
#1: Interview | doing during the spring semester of their senior year of high 3
(or1-2 pages
school.
typed)
2-3 pages

Find any piece of textin your house (magazine, newspaper,

#2: Sqr_nmary book, etc) and write a who/what/when/where/why handwritten 3
Writing summary aboutit (or1-2pages
' typed)
Write a short story using the following prompt:
2-3 pages
#3: Creative ) , handwritten
Writing Aperson (man, woman, or child) wakes up to discover that (or1-2 pages 3
he/she cannolonger hear, but can see things he/she has
typed)
never seenbefore...
2-3 pages

Write ashortpiece aboutyourfavorite game oronethatyou handwritten
#4: Gaming haveplayedrecently. Thiscouldbeavideogame, board 3

(or1-2 pages
game, sports game, etc. typed)

lllustrate and write an 8-cell comic about your past 8+ sections - with
#5: Comic Strip| week. Whatdidyoudo, howareyoupassingthetime, etc. ictures and text 3
This should be non-fiction... P '




