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HOW WE TEACHWHAT WE TEACH AUTHENTIC LITERACY

Standards Driven 
Curriculum

Teaching to the Depth 
of the Standards Fundamental Five

Focus on 8 Cognitive Skills
Thinking Maps

Cross-Disciplinary Literacy
(listening, speaking, reading, writing, thinking)

Write From the 
Beginning & Beyond

Rigor, Relevance, 
Learner Engagement

Workshop Model

Culture of Excellence
Professional Learning Community



Being a professional learning community 
is a “never-ending process in which 
educators commit to working together to 
ensure higher levels of learning for every 
student.” 

-Mattos, DuFour, Eaker & Many
Concise Answers to FAQ About PLCs at Work (2026) p.5



The 3 Big Ideas

             A Results 
             Orientation

              A Focus on 
             Learning

             A Collaborative 
             Culture



Implementation Measures of District Instructional Focus 2025-26

District Instructional Priorities 
Reported Monthly

 Lesson Frame
Goal 100% of classrooms by June

Critical Writing
Goal 100% of classrooms by June

FSGPT / Academic Discussion
Goal 100% of classrooms by June

Evidence of Clear Classroom Expectations / 
LEAD Matrix

Goal 95% of classrooms by June

Student-Driven Learning
*Monthly report will consist of exemplars,

rather than a percentage

Instructional Rounds Data
*District Aggregate Data Shared Each Semester

PLC Goals 
Reported Quarterly

Focus on Learning
Goal 92% of CTs by June

Collaborative Culture
Goal 96% of CTs by June

Focus on Results
Goal 91%  of CTs by June

Progress Monitoring 
Reported BOY, MOY, EOY

CIRCLE Progress Monitoring
PK Reading / Math Screener

mCLASS Texas
K-2 Reading Screener

IXL Math 
K-2 Math Screener

MAP Growth
3-8 Reading Screener

3-8 Math Screener



A Focus on Learning

A Collaborative Culture 
and 

Collective Responsibility

A Results Orientation

1

2

3

Three Big Ideas 
of a 

PLC at Work



FOCUS ON LEARNING
We acknowledge that the fundamental purpose of our school is to help all students achieve high levels of learning, and 

therefore, we work collaboratively to clarify what students must learn and how we will monitor each student’s learning. We 
provide students with systematic interventions when they struggle and extension when they are proficient.



Focus on Learning
Goal:  92% Meet or Exceed

1st Grading Cycle
2025-2026

2nd Grading Cycle
2025-2026



Focus on Learning



A Focus on Learning

A Collaborative Culture 
and 

Collective Responsibility

A Results Orientation
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Three Big Ideas 
of a 

PLC at Work



FOCUS ON COLLABORATIVE CULTURE
We are committed to working together to achieve our collective purpose of learning for all students. We cultivate a 

collaborative culture through the development of high-performing teams. 



A Collaborative Culture and Collective 
Responsibility

Goal:  96% Meet or Exceed

1st Grading Cycle
2025-2026

2nd Grading Cycle
2025-2026



Focus on Collaborative Culture



A Focus on Learning

A Collaborative Culture 
and 

Collective Responsibility

A Results Orientation

1

2

3

Three Big Ideas 
of a 

PLC at Work



We assess our effectiveness on the basis of results rather than intentions. Individuals, teams, and schools seek relevant 
data and information and use it to promote continuous improvement. 

FOCUS ON RESULTS



A Focus on Results
Goal:  91% Meet or Exceed

1st Grading Cycle
2025-2026

2nd Grading Cycle
2025-2026



Focus on Results
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Social 
Studies 
Update



Changes at the 
state level
A new framework for 
social studies has 
been approved by the 
SBOE.  The Social 
Studies TEKS will be 
rewritten this 
semester.  



PLC Process

Social studies is committed to the PLC 
process allowing our Collaborative 
Teams to work diligently to analyze 
student data to drive their instruction and 
provide purposeful intervention.



Upping the Rigor

This year social studies has 
incorporated 

● Cumulative District 
Common Assessments 
(DCAs) at the end of each 
quarter in all grade levels

● Short Constructed 
Responses in the DCAs  



Document Based Question 

Engaging in explicit practice of 
building skills in reading by 
analyzing primary and secondary 
sources and in writing by 
developing a claim and 
supporting that claim with 
evidence.
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K-5 RLA / SS Integration
We are continuing our integration 
of RLA and social studies in 
grades Kindergarten through 5th.  
This integration has allowed for 
more relevant, real-world 
application of the TEKS while 
building background knowledge for 
students.  



Exceptional Experiences  
Our social studies 
teachers work tirelessly 
to design engaging 
lessons to bring the 
TEKS to life.  



Veterans’ Letter Project  
Fifth grade students across the district wrote 
letters of appreciation to veterans who were at 
the Audie Murphy Veterans Hospital for 
Veterans Day.  Aledo students sent 663 letters 
to these brave men and women.
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Aledo ISD 
Social Studies 

is 
Empowering 

Prepared  
Citizens  


