
Charter Agreement - Garfield Scholars Academy

CHARTER AGREEMENT

This Agreement is executed by and between the Arkansas Department of Education,
Division of Elementary and Secondary Education ("the ADE") and Garfield Education Foundation

(the "Applicant") to establish and operate Garfield Scholars Academy (the "Charter School"),
an open-enrollment public charter school to be located in the Rogers School District.

WHEREAS, the State of Arkansas has enacted the Arkansas Quality Charter Schools Act

of 2013, codified as Ark. Code Ann. § 6-23-101 et seq., as amended from time to time (the "Act");

WHEREAS, pursuant to the Act, the ADE and the State Board of Education possess the

authority to approve applications to establish and operate public charter schools in the State of

Arkansas and thereafter to enter into agreements with applicants setting forth the terms and
conditions under which a charter school is to operate;

WHEREAS, pursuant to the Act, the Applicant submitted to the ADE public charter
authorizer ("the Authorizer") an application for establishment of a charter school, as subsequently

(i) amended by the Applicant in writing prior to May 6, 2023, and (ii) amended by the Applicant
orally in testimony to the Authorizer on October 17 2023, (the "Application").

WHEREAS, at its meeting on October 17, 2023, the Authorizer approved the Application,
as amended; and

WHEREAS, pursuant to the Act, the Authorizer is authorized to approve a charter contract

with the Applicant and authorize the ADE to issue a charter to establish and operate a charter
school;

NOW, THEREFORE, in consideration of the mutual covenants, representations,

warranties and agreements contained herein and for other good and lawful consideration, the
receipt and sufficiency of which is hereby acknowledged, the parties hereby agree as follows:

SECTION 1. ESTABLISHMENT OF SCHOOL

1.1 Charter. A charter is hereby authorized and granted to the Applicant, solely for the

benefit of the Charter School, to establish, organize, and operate an open-enrollment public charter
school in accordance with the Act and the terms and conditions of this Charter Agreement, which,
along with the "Statement of Assurances" filed by the Applicant, will constitute the charter

contract (the "Charter") and will be binding on the Applicant and the Charter School.

1.2 Term. The Charter will take effect upon July 1, 2024, and will expire on June 30,

2029, unless earlier terminated or renewed pursuant to the terms of this Charter or pursuant to the

Act as amended.

1.2.1 The Charter School will commence instruction as described in the

Application or as required by Ark. Code Ann. § 6-10-106.
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