FOREST LAKE AREA SCHOOLS
FOREST LAKE, MN 55025

December 1, 2016

AGENDA ITEM: 9.5

TOPIC: Recommendation to Approve New Course: Media & Technology
Support (MATS) 11

BACKGROUND: In September of this year we offered Media & Technology Support I
(MATS I) I for the first time. This course, based on a program called MOUSE provided
through a statewide grant funded by MDE, provides students the opportunity to learn
both the soft skills and the technical skills involved in running a technology support help
desk. In order to continue the sequence and to expand this unique opportunity for
students, we are proposing the addition of Media & Technology Support II (MATS II).

PROCESS: As interest among students grew last spring and this fall for MATS I, the
high school principal and media specialist discussed a plan for extending this experience
through the development of a second course to build on the skills learned in the first
course. MATS 1II will allow students who have completed MATS I to take their learning
to the next level. Students will continue to develop knowledge and understanding of a
wide range of instructional technologies, but, leveraging their prior experience from
MATS I, students will also develop leadership and collaboration skills. MATS II students
will serve as leaders, teachers, and mentors to MATS I students as opportunities allow.

As with MATS I, MATS II will be delivered in tandem with curricular materials provided
through the MOUSE program, which is aligned with ISTE's nationally recognized
standards for technology in education. MATS II students will select an independent
MOUSE topic that stretches them beyond their previous experiences. MOUSE topics
include: circuitry & electronics (robotics); app development; web design, development,
and support; game design; computer coding; and web literacy.

MATS 1I students will divide their time between the role of media & tech support help
desk and working on an independent project. Independent projects will tie back to their
MOUSE training from MATS I and will be approved by the instructor, including learning
targets, project parameters, and timelines.

RECOMMENDATION: Approval of proposed new course Media & Technology Support
IT (MATS II). This course would be offered in 17-18 pending Board Approval.
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Request for Curriculum Change
New Course/Content Proposal

Date: October 15, 2016

Department/Subject: Media

Credit: Media Elective (.5) per term [ up to 2 terms per school year

Person(s) initiating the request: Lee Anne Brockman, Steve Massey

Sechool{s): Forest Lake Area High School
Grade(s): 10-12
Course Title: Media & Technology Support 1l

Prerequisite: Media & Technology Support |

Describe the process that led to this request for a new course/content:

This course will allow students who have completed Media & Tech Support | to take their learning to the next
tevel. Students will continue to develop knowledge and understanding of a wide range instructional
technologies, but leveraging their prior experience, students will also develop leadership and collaborative
skills. Tech Team Il students will serve as leaders, teachers, and mentors to Tech Team | students as
opportunitiss allow.

As with Tech Team |, this program will be delivered in tandem with curricular materials provided through a
program called MOUSE, which is aligned with ISTE’s nationally recognized standards for technology in
education. Tech Team 1l students will select an independent MOUSE topic beyond their previous experiences.
Mouse topics include:

clrcuitry & electronics (robotics)

app development

web design, development, and support

game design

computer coding

web Hteracy
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Students will divide thelr time between the role of media & tech support help desk, and working on an
indepenedent project. Independent projects will likely tie back to MOUSE, and will be approved by the
instructor, including learning targets, project paramaters, and timelines.
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Specific Information to Accompany Reguest

Learner Qutcome (Elementary)/Course Outlines (Secondary)
Refer to the learner outcomes/course outline format and guidelines and attach learner outcomes/course outline

to your proposal | ¢ G oiie s s

Budgel Considerations

&

Textbooks ~ If textbooks will be necessary to teach this course, complete the New Textbook Request
Form and atiach this form to your proposal.

Curriculum Writing ~ If curriculum writing is necessary to develop this course, compiete the
Curriculum Writing Request Form and attach this form to your proposal.

Software - If software materials are necessary to teach this course, complete the appropriate Software
Request Form and attach this form o your proposal.

AV Materials - If AV Materials are necessary 1o teach this course, please list required items on a
separate sheet and asttach it to ycur proposal,

Eguipment/Hardware - If specific equipment and/or hardware is necessary, complete the Request &
Information Sheet for New and Replacement Equipment Form and attach this form to your proposal.
Staff Development - I specific workshops or specific knowledge needs to be acquired to teach this
course, complete an EGDC form,

Effects of the Learner Outcomes/New Course Proposal

Does the change affect:

&

&

Current curriculum:
no

Programs in other departments/grads levels:
no

Credit reguirements:
»

Prerequisile requirements:
students must have completed Media & Technology Support |, and students need to appy

Staffing:
no

Space allocation:
minimal - students will be working in small groups (1-3), with work space in the media center or tech
office

Master schadule:
Ite)

District Technology impact:

Tech Interns will provide service and support, but as with all learning experiences, there will also be
occasions when mistakes are made. The financialftechnical losses should be minimal and far
outweighed by the benefits of the program.

Other:
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Comments
Flease comment on learner oufcomas/course outline, budget considerations and effects of the course:
Person(s) initiating this reguest:
This is a great opportunity for students to expand their technical knowledge and build leadership skills. Their

experiences here will help prepare them for learning, leading, and working out in the real world.

Building Department Chair{s):

Building Media Specialist{s):
Fully support this endeavor, and feel it will have a high impact on students, and g low impact on budgets,
scheduling, and staffing.

Buillding Principal(s):

Century Building Department Chair Cén‘iury Principal

Southwest Building Department Chalr

Area Learning Center Teacher Area Learning Cepter Principal

High School Bullding Department Chair High School Principal

Directorof 1

Signatures indicate an awareness that the proposal is being made.
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