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COMMUNITY RELATIONS

8:95 Relations with Parents

The Board of Education believes that the education of children is a joint responsibility,
one it shares with the parents of the school community. To ensure that the best
interests of the child are served in this process, a strong program of communication
between home and school must be maintained.PRESSPlusl

The Board believes that it is the parents who have the ultimate responsibility for their
children's in-school behavior, including the behavior of students who have reached the
legal age of majority, but are still, for all practical purposes, under parental authority.
During school hours and at all school-sponsored events, the Board, through its
designated administrators, acts in loco parentis or in place of the parents.

The Board recommends that the following activities be implemented to encourage
parent-school cooperation:

A. parent-teacher conferences to permit two-way communication between home
and school,

B. meetings of staff members and groups of parents of those students having
special abilities, disabilities, needs, or problems;

C. special events of a cultural, ethnic, or topical nature which are initiated by parent
groups, involve the cooperative effort of students and parents, and are of general
interest to the schools or community;

D. open houses in District schools to provide parents with the opportunity to see the
school facilities, meet the faculty, and sample the program on a first-hand basis.

Each school in the District shall hold an open house at least annually.

For the benefit of children, the Board believes that parents have a responsibility to
encourage their child's career in school by:

A. supporting the schools in requiring that the children observe all school rules and
regulations, and by accepting their own responsibility for children's willful in-
school behavior;

B. sending children to school with proper attention to their health, personal
cleanliness, and dress;



C. maintaining an active interest in the student's daily work and making it possible
for the student to complete assigned homework;

D. reading all communications from the school, signing, and returning them
promptly when required;

E. cooperating with the school in attending conferences set up for the exchange of
information of the child's progress in school.

CROSS REF.: 6:170 (Title I Programs), 6:250 (Community Resource Persons and
Volunteers), 8:10 (Connection with the Community), 8:90 (Parent Organizations and
Booster Clubs)

PRESSPlus Comments

PRESSPIus 1. This policy is suggested to be reviewed by the Board. According to
policy 2:240, Board Policy Development, "[tlhe Board will periodically review its policies
for relevancy, monitor its policies for effectiveness, and consider whether any
modifications are required." IASB suggests that each policy in the Board's policy manual
be reviewed at a minimum of every five years. As part of the review, the Board may
choose to:

e Compare the adopted version to the current PRESS sample (available at PRESS
Online by logging in at www.iasb.com), discussing any differences and/or options
noted in the footnotes to determine whether local changes are necessary

e Update the policy language due to changes in local conditions

e Make no changes, but update the adoption date to reflect that the policy has
been reviewed and re-adopted
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