
4.44—NATIONAL ANTHEM 
 
Each school in the District shall broadcast The Star-Spangled Banner at: 
• The commencement of each school-sanctioned sporting event; however, if two (2) or more school-

sanctioned sporting events occur on the same day at the same school, then the broadcast of The 
Star-Spangled Banner may be performed at only one (1) of the events; and 

• At least one (1) time each week during school hours. 
 
The broadcast of The Star-Spangled Banner shall be selected from any recording that adheres to DESE 
Rules, or, when appropriate, performed from original sheet music that adheres to DESE rules by: 
o A school-sanctioned band program;  
o A school-sanctioned chorale program, vocal group, or vocalist; or 
o The attendees of a school-sanctioned event led by a vocalist selected by the principal of the school 

hosting the school-sanctioned event. 
 
Students shall not be compelled to participate in the performance of The Star-Spangled Banner, but students 
who choose not to participate in the performance of The Star-Spangled Banner shall not disrupt those 
students choosing to participate in the performance of The Star-Spangled Banner. Students choosing not to 
participate in the performance of The Star-Spangled Banner who do not disrupt the participation of 
performance of The Star-Spangled Banner shall not be subject to any comments, retaliation, or disciplinary 
action. 
 
 
Legal Reference: A.C.A. § 6-10-135 
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