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Resolution Regarding a Period of Prayer and Reading of Religious Text During
the School Day

New Business
Excellence in Student Outcomes

The 89th Texas Legislature passed Senate Bill 11, requiring all Texas school
boards to take a record vote within six months on whether to adopt a resolution
allowing a period of prayer and reading of religious texts during the school day
under Texas Education Code section 25.0823.

If adopted, the resolution creates strict requirements including parent consent
with a waiver of Establishment Clause claims, prohibits prayer or religious
reading in the presence of nonconsenting students, and limiting activities to
segregated areas, before the school day. Administration does not recommend
adopting this resolution. Current state and federal law, as reflected in Board
Policy FNA (Legal) and FNA (Local), already provides students the right to
voluntarily pray, read religious texts, express religious viewpoints, and organize
religious groups before, during, and after school on the same basis as other
noncurricular groups.Students’ rights to religious expression are already well
established and fully supported in Denton ISD policies and practices. These
rights remain unchanged regardless of whether the Board adopts a resolution
under SB 11. A resolution under SB 11 is unnecessary and would add
bureaucratic requirements to rights students already possess.

Passing this resolution would create additional paperwork and bureaucratic
requirements for campuses and teachers.

N/A

Decline to adopt a resolution regarding a period of prayer and reading of
religious text during the school day pursuant to Senate Bill 11.

Legal Services
General Counsel

Dr. Deron Robinson

Model Resolution
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