
PURCHASE OF SERVICE AGREEMENT

Foster Placement Transportation

This Agreement is entered into by and between WATERVILLE-ELYSIAN-MORRISTOWN PUBLIC SCHOOLS

("WEM") and RICE COUNTY ("COUNTY") with an effective date of 09/01/2025.

WHEREAS, the parties desire for WEM to provide certain transportation services for students in foster care

placement under the terms and conditions hereinafter set forth.

WHEREAS, pursuant to the 1965 Elementary and Secondary Act (ESEA), as amended by the 2015 Every

Student Succeeds Act (ESSA), youth placed in a foster care placement will remain enrolled in their school

of origin, unless a determination is made that it  is not in their best interest. Best interest factors include

consideration of the appropriateness of the current educational setting and the proximity to the school in

which the child is enrolled at the time of placement. Additional best interest factors are listed under

Section 3 of this Agreement.

WHEREAS, the term foster care is defined as 24-hour substitute care for children placed away from their

parents or guardians and for whom the child welfare agency has placement and care responsibility. This

includes, but is not limited to, placements in foster family homes, foster homes of relatives, group homes,

emergency shelters, residential facilities, child care institutions and pre-adoptive homes. This definition

is consistent with the Fostering Connections Act (45 CFR 1355.20).

WHEREAS, pursuant to the 1965 Elementary and Secondary Act (ESEA), as amended by the 2015 Every

Student Succeeds Act (ESSA), WEM is required to collaborate with child welfare agencies to develop and

implement procedures for how transportation for youth in foster care will be provided, arranged anp

funded, including the use of child welfare funding to cover costs for such transportation provided by the

WEM if WEM agrees to share the costs of the transportation. This agreement outlines the developed

agreement about shared costs of transporting youth in foster care to and from school.

NOW, THEREFORE, in consideration of the mutual terms and conditions contained herein, it  is agreed by

and between the parties hereto as follows:

1.

2.

TERM:

The term of this Agreement shall be in effect from September 1, 2025 through August 31, 2026.

EDUCATIONAL PLACEMENT DECISIONS:

COUNTY is responsible for determining appropriate educational placement and the presumption

should be that the child will remain in the school of origin to provide school stability and

educational continuity for the child, unless contrary to the child's best interests.

A representative from WEM will work with a representative from RICE COUNTY CHILD & FAMILY

SERVICES to determine, based on the child's best interest, whether the child should remain in the

school of origin or consider a transfer to the local zoned school for the child's new residence.
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