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Instruction

Homework

Homework is part of the District’s instructional program and has the overarching goal of increasing
student achievement. Homework is assigned to further a student’s educational development and is an
application or adaptation of a classroom experience.l The Superintendent shall provide guidance to
ensure that homework:

Is used to reinforce and apply previously covered concepts, principles, and skills;

Is not assigned for disciplinary purposes;

Serves as a communication link between the school and parents/guardians;

Encourages independent thought, self-direction, and self-discipline; and

Is of appropriate frequency and length, and does not become excessive, according to the

teacher’s best professional judgment.

RN SR

Missed Homework 2
Students absent for a valid cause may make up missed homework in a reasonable timeframe per
policy 7:70. Attendance and Truancy.

CROSS REF.: 7:70 (Attendance and Truancy)

The footnotes are not intended to be part of the adopted policy; they should be removed before the policy is adopted.

1 This policy’s contents are at the local school board’s discretion; a board should customize the list of standards for
homework to reflect the district’s practices. Below are two optional provisions that can be added at the end of the sample
policy:

Option 1: Recognizing the importance of parental involvement in homework, the Superintendent or designee shall

ensure that parents/guardians are informed of: (1) whom to contact with questions or concems about

homework assignments, and (2) methods to facilitate homework completion. ‘
Option 2: The Superintendent or designee shall annually report to the Board on the effectiveness of homework

assignments on increasing student achievement.
2 Optional. This aligns with sample policy 7:70. Attendance and Truancy.
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Instruction

Teaching About Religions !

The School District’s curriculum may include the study of religions as they relate to geography,
history, culture, and the development of various ethnic groups. The study of religions shall give
neither preferential nor derogatory treatment to any single religion, religious belief, or to religion in
general. The study of religions shall be treated as an academic ‘subject with no emphasis on the

advancement or practice of religion, 2

The footnotes are not intended to be part of the adopted pohcy, they should be removed before the policy is adopted.

1 State or federal law controls this policy’s content.

2 Conducting or sponsoring religious practices in public schools violates the First Amendment to the U.S. Constitution.
A school district may not provide for religious instruction on public school property. McCollum v. Beasd. of Educ,. 333
U.S. 203 (1948); Engel v. Vitale, 370 U.S. 421 (1962) (reciting a prayer); Sch.eel Dist. of Abington Twp v. Schempp, 374
U.S. 203 (1963) and Chamberlin v. Dade Co. Beard. of Public Instruction, 377 U.S. 402 (1964) (bible reading and prayer);
Stone v. Graham, 449 U.S. 39 (1980) (posting of the Ten Commandments); and Wallace v. Jaffree, 472 U.S. 38 (1985) (a
moment of silence for “meditation and prayer”).

See also Kitzmiller v. Dover Area Sch.oe! Dist., 400 F.Supp.2d 707 (M.D.Pa. 2005). This decision struck a policy on
the teaching of intelligent design in high school biology class. The policy required students to hear a statement mentioning
intelligent design as an alternative to Darwin's theory of evolution. The court held that it amounted to an endorsement of
religion in violation of the Establishment Clause.

The Establishment eClause, however, permits teaching about religion as part of a balanced, secular education. Thus, the
study of the Bible or religion is permissible when presented objectively as part of a secular education. Seheel Dist—of

Abington-v=Schempp; 374 U-S- at 22503-(1963). Sece also Subsection III(B), Teaching about Religion_ of the U.S. Dept. of
Educ.’s Guidance on Constitutionally Protected Praver and Religious Expression in Public Elementary and Secondar

Schools (1-16-20). at: www?2.ed gov/policy/gen/guid/religionandschools/praver_guidance.html.

Generally, holiday observations will survive constitutional scrutiny if they advance society’s cultural and religious
heritage or provide an opportunity for students to perform a full range of music, poetry, and drama that is likely to interest
the students and their audience. Florey v. Sioux Falls Sch.esl Dist.. 619 F.2d 1311 (8th Cir. 1980), approved a school board
policy conceming holiday observations. That policy acknowledged that the school district would not promote a religious
belief or non-belief. The policy allowed the historical and contemporary values and origins of religious holidays to be
explained in an unbiased and objective manner. Furthermore, it permitted the use of religious music, art, literature, and
symbols if presented in an objective manner and as part of the cultural and religious heritage of the particular holiday. The
Court believed that Christmas programs, including Christmas carols, allowed students to learn about this country’s customs
and cultural heritage. Ofeesurse-aA student who objects to participating in such programs must be accommodated.

Public schools are prohibited from appearing to endorse or promote religion through rehglous holiday displays.
Whether a particular display endorses or promotes religion will depend upon the particular context in which it appears. A
display that is purely religious and located prominently may send the message that the school is endorsing religion. Mixing
secular symbols with the religious symbols and injecting cultural and historical messages into the holiday display will more
likely make it acceptable. Allegheny County. v. Pittsburgh ACLU, 492 U.S. 573 (1989). See also Freedom From Religion

Foundation v. Concord Cem!vim. Schs., ——ESupp%d—%Mé—M#W)SQWN—D—I&—%O}éSSS F.3d 1038 (7th Cir. 2018)

(finding that school’s annual holiday show was not impermissibly coercive in violation of the eEstablishment ¢Clause and

that show’s nativity scene did not endorse religion).

See also Skoros v. Citv of New York, 437 F.3d 1 (2nd Cir. 2006). This decision upheld a holiday display policy
restricting displays to “secular” symbols, including Christmas trees, menorahs, and the star and crescent, but not allowing
displays of a créche or nativity scene. The ruling was not on the question of whether a public school ever could include a
créche in a display. Instead, the case upheld the board’s decision to classify Christmas trees, menorahs, and the star and
crescent as either secular or as being both religious and secular, whereas a créche “is solely a religious symbol.”
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LEGAL REF.: School Dist. of Abington Twp v. Schempp, 374 U.S. 203 (1963).
Allegheny County v. ACLU Pittsburgh Chapter, 492 U.S. 573 (1989).

CROSS REF.: 6:20 (School Year Calendar and Day), 6:40 (Curriculum Development), 6:60
(Curriculum Content), 6:255 (Assemblies and Ceremonies)
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Instruction

Achievement and Awards 1

[High school and unit districts only]

Grade Point Average, Class Rank, and Class Honor Roll

The Superintendent shall maintain a uniform process for secondary schools to calculate, on at least a
yearly basis, each student’s grade point average and class rank, as well as an honor roll for each class.

[All districts)

Awards and Honors

The Superintendent shall maintain a uniform process for presenting awards and honors for
outstanding scholarship, achievement, and/or distinguished service in school activities in such a way
as to minimize bias and promote fairness.2 The Superintendent shall supervise the selection of the
recipient(s).

All donations for awards, honors, and scholarships must receive the School Board’s prior approval.

The footnotes are not intended to be part of the adopted policy; they should be removed before the policy is adopted.

1 This policy’s contents are at the local board’s discretion; a board should customize it to reflect the district’s practices.
Moving awav from class rank is the trend because fewer colleues consider it to be of significant importance in admissions.
For a resource on the role of class rank in college admission, see www.nacacnet.orglneﬂs--J1ulLicatiori/p_gblications/sta_te-
of-colicge-admission/ and www.nassp.org/class-rank-gpa-and-grading

2 As an alternative, a board may want to list the awards and honors, such as in the following:

The School District annually presents the following awards and honors to students for outstanding scholarship and

distinguished service in District activities: [insert list]
For high school or unit districts, a board may want to recognize a valedictorian and salutatorian, such as by inserting

the following:
In addition to other awards, the Superintendent shall maintain a uniform process for identifying one high
school senior(s) as a-valedictorian(s) and salutatorian(s
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Instruction

Education of Homeless Children !

Each child of a homeless individual and each homeless youth has equal access to the same free,
appropriate public education as provided to other children and youths, including a public pre-school
education.2 A homeless child is defined as provided in the McKinney-Vento Homeless Assistance
Act and the Hi-Education for Homeless Children Act.3 The Superintendent or designee shall act as or
appoint a Liaison for Homeless Children to coordinate this policy’s implementation. 4

A homeless child may attend the District school that the child attended when permanently housed or
in which the child was last enrolled. A homeless child living in any District school’s attendance area

may attend that school. 3

The footnotes are not intended to be part of the adopted policy; they should be removed before the policy is adopted.

1 State and federal law control this policy’s content. This sample policy contains the basic requirements of the 11\
Education for Homeless Children Act (105 ILCS 45/), as well as the McKinney-Vento Homeless Assistance Act (42 U.S.C.
§11431 et seq.). Other policies that are relevant to the education of homeless children are listed in the Cross References, e.g.,

school admissions and immunizations.
2 For high school districts, delete “including a public pre-school education” at the end of the sentence.

3 Under the McKinney-Vento Homeless Assistance Act (42 U.S.C. §11434a(2)),
Hpomeless Cchildren_and youths (A) means individuals who lack a fixed, regular, and adequate nighttime residence
(within the meaning of section 11302(a)(1)); and (B) includes —
i.  children and youths who are sharing the housing of other persons due to loss of housing,
economic hardship, or a similar reason; are living in motels, hotels, trailer parks, or
camping grounds due to the lack of alternative adequate accommodations; are living in
emergency or transmonal shelters; or are abandoned in hospitals-er-are-swaitinsfoster

ii. children and youths who have a primary nighttime residence that is a public or private
place not designed for or ordinarily used as a regular sleeping accommodation for human
beings (within the meaning of Ssection 11302(a)(2)(C));
iii. children and youths who are living in cars, parks, public spaces, abandoned buildings,
substandard housing, bus or train stations, or similar settings; and
iv. migratory children (as such term is defined in section 6399 of title 20) who qualify as
homeless for the purposes of this part because the children are living in circumstances
described in clauses (i) through (iii).
Note: Section §11434a(2) no longer includes children “awaiting foster care placement” within the definition of
homeless children and vouths.
Under the Hi-Education for Homeless Children Act (105 ILCS 45/1-5),
Homeless person, child, or youth includes, but is not limited to, any of the following:
(1) An individual who lacks a fixed, regular, and adequate nighttime place of abode.
(2) Anindividual who has a primary nighttime place of abode that is:
(A) a supervised publicly or privately operated shelter designed to provide temporary living
accommodations (including welfare hotels, congregate shelters, and transitional housing);
(B) an institution that provides a temporary residence for individuals intended to be institutionalized; or
(C) a public or private place not designed for or ordinarily used as a regular sleeping accommodation
for human beings.
See www.isbe.net/Pages/Homeless.aspx for helpful informational resources and training with regard to the education of
homeless children in Illinois. See www2.ed.gov/programs/homeless/legislation.html for the U.S. Dept. of Education’s

information about federal requirements.

4 42 U.S.C. §11432(g))Q)(i).
5 105 ILCS 45/1-10.
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The Superintendent or designee shall review and revise rules or procedures that may act as barriers to
the enrollment of homeless children and youths. In reviewing and revising such procedures,
consideration shall be given to issues concerning transportation, immunization, residency, birth
certificates, school records and other documentation, and guardianship.® Transportation shall be
provided in accordance with the McKinney-Vento Homeless Assistance Act and State law.” The
Superintendent or designee shall give special attention to ensuring the enrollment and attendance of
homeless children and youths who are not currently attending school.8 If a child is denied enrollment
or transportation under this policy, the Liaison for Homeless Children shall immediately refer the
child or his or her parent/guardian to the ombudsperson appointed by the Regional Superintendent
and provide the child or his or her parent/guardian with a written explanation for the denial?
Whenever a child and his or her parent/guardian who initially share the housing of another person due
to loss of housing, economic hardship, or a similar hardship continue to share the housing, the Liaison
for Homeless Children shall, after the passage of 18 months and annually thereafter, conduct a review
as to whether such hardship continues to exist in accordance with State law. 10

The footnotes are not intended to be part of the adopted policy; they should be removed before the policy is adopted.

6 The first sentences in this paragraph are required by 42 U.S.C. §11432(g)(7). 410 ILCS 535/25.3, amended by P.A.
100-506, ef£1-1-18requires fees for certified copies of birth records be waived for individuals whose homeless status has
been verified. A public school homeless liaison or school social worker may verify homeless status, in accordance with
procedures established by the State Registrar of Vital Records. Id.

T4USC. §11432(g)(1)(I)(iii), 42 U.S.C. §11432(g)(4)(A), and 105 ILCS 45/1-15. The School Code and Education
for Homeless Children Act permit school districts to use their State transportation funds to provide financial assistance to
children who are homeless or who qualify as at risk of becoming homeless when; (1) the financial assistance is not in excess
of the district’s actual costs for providing the transportation to the student, and (2) the district is not otherwise claiming the
expenditures through another State or federal grant. 105 ILCS 5/29-5 (transportation reimbursement). amended by P.A. 102-
539, and 105 ILCS 45/1-17 (homeless assistance);-emended-by-P-A-—100-332. A child is considered at risk of becoming
homeless if the child’s parent/-guardian, other person who enrolls the child, or unaccompanied minor provides documented
evidence that the child’s living situation will no longer be fixed, regular, and adequate within eight weeks, resulting in the
child becoming homeless. 105 ILCS 45/1-17(d). Prior to A-distriet-that-providinges such financial assistance. a district must
enter into a written housing plan with the parent/guardian, person who enrolled the child, or unaccompanied minor. Id. at 1-
17(c). Financial assistance may include: (1) mortgage or rental assistance that will allow a child to remain permanently in
his/her living situation or obtain a new living situation; and/or (2) assistance with unpaid bills, loans, or other financial debts
that results in housing being inadequate. Id. at 1-17(a). See 6:140-AP, Education of Homeless Children, fm 1, for a
discussion of issues that districts should consider in developing such plans.

8 Required by 42 U.S.C. §11432(g)(7)(C).

9 Required by 105 ILCS 45/1-25. The IIl. State Board of Education’s Homeless Dispute Resolution Procedures
(published September 2017 and updated December 2021) are available at: www.isbe.net/Pages/Homeless.aspx.

Use this alternative for districts in suburban Cook County: replace “Regional Superintendent” with “appropsiate
Intermediate Service Center Exccutive Director.”

10 Optional. 105 ILCS 45/1-25(a-5). As an alternative, a school board may omit this sentence or use a permissive verb,
such as, “...the Liaison for Homeless Children may, after the passage of 18 months and annually thereafier, conduct... .”
Any change required as a result of this review becomes effective at the close of the school year. Any person who knowingly
or willfully presents false information in any review commits a Class C misdemeanor.
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LEGAL REF.:

CROSS REF.

ADMIN. PROC.:

6:140

Mekinney-Vento-Homeless-Assistance-Aet-42 U.S.C. §11431 et seq.. McKinney-

Vento Homeless Assistance Act.

Hi—Edueation-for Homeless-ChildrenAet-105 ILCS 45/, Education for Homeless
Children Act.

2:260 (Uniform Grievance Procedure), 4:110 (Transportation), 7:10 (Equal
Educational Opportunities), 7:30 (Student Assignment and Intra-District
Transfer), 7:50 (School Admissions and Student Transfers To and From Non-
District Schools), 7:60 (Residence), 7:100 (Health, Eye, and Dental
Examinations; Immunizations; and Exclusion of Students)

6:140-AP (Education of Homeless Children)
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Instruction

School Accountability 1

According to the Illinois General Assembly, the primary purpose of schooling is the transmission of
knowledge and culture through which students learn in areas necessary to their continuing

development and entry into the world of work.2 To fulfill that purpose, the Ill. State Board of
Education (ISBE) prepared State Goals for Learning with accompanying Illinois Learning Standards. 3

The School Board gives priority in the allocation of resources, including funds, time, personnel, and
facilities, to fulfilling this purpose.

Quality Assurance

The Board continuously monitors student achievement and the quality of the District’s work. The
Superintendent shall supervise the following quality assurance components, in accordance with State
law and ISBE rules, and continuously keep the Board informed:

1. Prepare each school’s annual recognition application and quality assurance appraisal, whether
internal or external, to assess each school’s continuous school improvement. 4

2. Continuously assess the District’s and each school’s overall performance in terms of both
academic success and equity. This includes, without limitation, a thorough analysis of ISBE’s
balanced accountability measure and each school’s Multiple Measure Index and

corresponding Annual Measurable Objective provided by ISBE. 3

The footnotes are not intended to be part of the adopted policy; they should be removed before the policy is adopted.
1 State or federal law controls this policy’s content.

2 105 ILCS 5/27-1.
3 23 Il Admin.Code §1, Appendix D.

4 105 ILCS 5/2-3. 25 - 2-3.25b-amended by P-A100-1046; 23 TI1. Admin.Code §§1.10(a) and 1.20.

5105 ILCS 5/2-3.258- amended by P A 599193 90 657 _and 160-1046; 5/2-3.64a-5, amended by P.As106-1046-and
101-643. First, the General Assemblvi05ILCS-5/2 3252 amended by P-A-—00-103; significantly revised the system of
10 TLCS5/2-3:25a—amended by P A_09 557

standards for school districts and schools. Next, it delayed certain
implementation dates by one school year. Then, it105 JLCS 5/2 2255 amended by P A 100 1046 further revised the

system of standards for school districts and schools. Annual state assessments required by 105 ILCS 5/2-3.64a- -5(c),
amended by P.A.s100-1046-and 101-643, are not required if ISBE receives a waiver from the administration of assessments
from the U.S. Dept. of Education. 105 ILCS 5/2-3. 64a-5(c), as amended by P.A. 101-643. ISBE must establish recognition
standards for student performance and school improvement for all districts and their individual schools

outline accountability measures in its State plan that it submits to the U.S. Dept. of Education under the Every Student
Succecds Act (ESSA) (Pub. L. 114-95). If ESSA ceases to require a state plan, then ISBE must develop a written plan in
consultation with the 111. Balanced Accountability Measure (IBAM) Committee. 105 ILCS 5/2-3.25a

19399657 and-100-1046.
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3. If applicable, develop District and School Improvement Plans, present them for Board
approval, and supervise their implementation, 6

4. Prepare a school report card, present it at a regular Board meeting, and disseminate it as
provided in State law. 7

5. In accordance with 105 ILCS 5/2-3.153, annually administer a climate survey on the
instructional environment within the school to, at minimum, students in grades 4 through 12

and teachers. 8

LEGAL REF.: 105 ILCS 5/2-3.25, 5/2-3.25a, 5/2-3.25b, 5/2-3.25¢, 5/2-3.25d-5, 5/2-3.25¢e-5, 5/2-
3.25f, 5/2-3.25f-5, 5/2-3.63, 5/2-3.64a-5, 5/2-3.153, 5/10-17a. 5/10-21.3a, and
5/27-1.

23 Ill.Admin.Code Part 1, Subpart A: Recognition Requirements.

CROSS REF.: 6:170 (Title I Programs), 6:340 (Student Testing and Assessment Program), 7:10
(Equal Educational Opportunities)

The footnotes are not intended to be part of the adopted policy; they should be removed before the policy is adopted.

6 The requirements around district and school improvement plans are unknown until ISBE revises its rules at 23
Ill. Admin.Code Part 1, Subpart A: Recognition Requirements following P.A.s 99-193 and 100-1046. P.A. 99-193 deleted
the requirements concerning improvement plans as well as the sanctions for failing to make adequate yearly progress
contained in 105 ILCS 5/2-3.25d, but then P.A. 100-1046 repealed 105 ILCS 5/2-3.25d in its entirety. 105 ILCS 5/2-3.25fa)
continues to state that ISBE “shall provide technical assistance to assist with the development and implementation of School
and District Improvement Plans” and that schools or districts “that fail to make reasonable efforts to implement an approved
Improvement Plan may suffer loss of State funds by school district, attendance center, or program as the State Board of

Education deems appropriate.”

7 105 ILCS 5/10-17a, amended by P.A.s 100-807,100-1121;-and-101-68, amended by P.A. 102-294_ eff. 1-1-22 (data
on the number of incidents of viclence that occurred on school grounds or during school-related activities and that resulted
in an out-of-school suspension. expulsion, or removal to an alternative setting). 102-594. eff. 7-1-22 (the number of teachers
who are National Board Certified Teachers, disapgregated by race and ethnicitv), and P.A. 102-539 (school report card
deliveries delaved until 12-31 in vears when the Governor declares a public health emergencv).

Districts must present the report card at a regular board meeting, post it on the district’s website, make it available to
newspapers of general circulation in the district, notify parents/guardians of its availability on the district’s website, provide
it to parents/guardians on request, submit it to the regional superintendent or appropriate Intermediate Service Center, and
otherwise disseminate it as required by State law. See 2:250-E2, Immediately Available District Public Records and Web-

Posted Reports and Records.

8 Required by 105 ILCS 5/2-3.153.-amended by P-A—100-1046. and 23 IlL.Admin.Code §1.97. The State
Superintendent must publicly report on the survey indicators of learning conditions resulting from the administration of the
instrument at the individual school, district, and State levels. A district may use an alternate learning instrument approved by
the State Superintendent at its own cost. These survey instruments are authorized by July 1 each year and posted at:

www.isbe.net/Pages/5Essentials-Survey.aspx. 23 I1l Admin.Code §1.97(g)(1)-(2). To use an alternate survey instrument, the
district must submit a form developed for this purpose and posted at www.isbe.net/Pages/SEssentials-Survey.aspx to the

State Superintendent on or before a date established by the State Superintendent each year. Id.
Insert the following sentence for districts that administer an alternate survey of learning conditions at their own cost:

“The District has elected to use an alternate climate survey of learning conditions instrument.”
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Instruction

School Year Calendar and Day 1

School Calendar

The School Board, upon the Superintendent’s recommendation and subject to State regulations,
annually establishes the dates for opening and closing classes, teacher institutes and in-services, the
length and dates of vacations, and the days designated as legal school holidays.2 The school calendar
shall have a minimum of 185 days to ensure 176 days of actual student attendance. 3

The footnotes are not intended to be part of the adopted policy; they should be removed before the policy is adopted.

1 State or federal law controls this policy’s content. This policy contains an item on which collective bargaining may be
required. Any policy that impacts upon wages, hours, and terms and conditions of employment, is subject to collective
bargaining upon request by the employee representative, even if the policy involves an inherent managerial right.

2 State-mandated school holidays are found in 105 ILCS 5/24-2, amended by P.A.s 101-642 . See policy
5:330, Sick Days, Vacation, Holidays, and Leaves, for a holiday listing. The law allows a school board to hold school or
schedule teachers' institutes, parent-teacher conferences, or staff development on five identified school holidays if: (1) the
school board first holds a public hearing on the proposal; and (2) the person or persons honored by the holiday are recognized
through instructional activities conducted on the school holiday or on the first school day preceding or following the school
holiday. Districts must redo the public hearing process in the event they change plans for use of holidays. See IlL. State Board
of Education (ISBE) guidance at: www.isbe.net/Documents/district-holiday-plans13_pdf. This is an item on which collective
bargaining may be required, and a board that wishes to implement this law should consult its attorney.

A State mandated school holiday on Good Friday is unconstitutional according to Metzl v. Leininger, 57 F.3d 618 (7th
Cir. 1995). Closmg school on religious holidays may still be permissible for those districts able to demonstrate, e.g., through
surveys, that remaining open would be a waste of educational resources due to widespread absenteeism. Also, districts may
be able to close school on Good Friday by adopting a spring holiday rationale or ensuring that it falls within spring break.
School districts should discuss all of these options, and collective bargaining implications with their board attorneys.

If the county board or board of election commissioners chooses a school to be a polling place, the school district must
make the school available. 10 ILCS 5/11-4.1. For the Election Day, the law encourages a school district to either: (1) close
the school; or (2) hold a teachers’ institute on that day with the students not in attendance. Id. G-and 105 ILCS
5/24-2, amended by P.A.s 101-642 ILCS 5/2A-1.1c, ad p g . required all
government offices, with the exception of election authormes, to be closed uniless authorized to be used as a location for
election day services or as a polling place for 2020 General Election Day, and it required schools to be available to an election
authority as a polling place for 2020 General Election Day and on 11-8-22 for n Day. Id.

3 The school calendar must have a minimum 185 days to ensure 176 days of actual pupil attendance that may include
remote learning days, blended remote learning days, and up to five remote and blended remote learning planning days pursuant
to 105 ILCS 5/10-30, added by P.A. 101-643. 105 ILCS 5/10-19, amended by P.A.-s- 101-12 and 101-643, and 5/24-1; 23
I11. Admin.Code §1.420. See policy 4:180, Pandemic Preparedness; Management; and Recovery, for information about remote
and/or blended remote learning day plans. Schools must be closed during county institute. 105 ILCS 5/24-3. The school
calendar may be a mandatory subject of collective bargaining. The calendar for the school term and any changes must be
submitted to and approved by the regional superintendent before the calendar or changes may take effect. 105 ILCS 5/10-19.

E-learning days allow a school district to provide instruction to students electronically while they are not physically
present due to inclement weather and other unexpected events. 105 ILCS 5/10-20.56, added by P.A. 101-12 and amended by
P.As 101-643 2-584 | g  polling place ut
openeds the use of e-learning days from three pilot districts to all districts that meet the requirements of the statute. Before : a
school district can implement an e-learning program and use e-learning days it must, along with other requirements (1) hold
a public hearing on the initial proposal for the e-leamning program, (2) obtain verification from the Regional Office of
Education (ROE) or Intermediate Service Center (ISC) for the school district that the initial proposal meets the requirements
specified in the law, and (3) by resolution adopt a research-based program for district-wide e-learning days. Before
implementing an e-learning program, boards must collectively bargain the impact of the program on the wages, hours, terms
and conditions of employment with employee representative(s). More information about e-learning is available at:

www.isbe.net/Pages/Electronic-Learning.aspx.
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Commemorative Holidays

The teachers and students shall devote a portion of the school day on each commemorative holiday
designated in the School Code to study and honor the commemorated person or occasion.4 The Board
may, from time to time, designate a regular school day as a commemorative holiday.

The footnotes are not intended to be part of the adopted policy; they should be removed before the policy is adopted.

4105 ILCS 5/24-2(c). amended by P.A. 102-411 lists the following as commemorative holidays: Jan. 17 (Muhammad
Ali’s birthday). Jan. 28 (Christa McAuliffe Day commemorating space exploration); Feb. 15 (Susan B. Anthony’s birthday);
Mar. 29 (Vietnam War Veterans’ Day); Sept. 11 (Sept. 11th Day of Remembrance); the school day immediately preceding
Veterans’ Day (Korean War Veterans’ Day); Oct. 1 (Recycling Day); Oct. 7 (Iraq and Afghanistan Veterans Remembrance
Day); and Dec. 7 (Pearl Harbor Veterans’ Day).

Other commemorative holidays include, but are not limited to: Arbor and Bird Day on the last Friday in April (105 ILCS
5/27-18); Leif Erickson Day on October 9 if a school day and otherwise on a school day nearest the date (105 ILCS 5/27-19);
American Indian Day on the 4th Friday of September (105 ILCS 5/27-20); Ill. Law Week during the first full school week in.
May (105 ILCS 5/27-20.1); Just Say No Day on a school day in May designated by official proclamation of the Governor
(105 ILCS 5/20.2); Ronald Reagan Day on Feb. 6 (5 ILCS 490/2); Barack Obama Day on August 4 (5 ILCS 490/3); Indigenous
Peoples Day on the last Monday in September (5 ILCS 490/7); Lincoln’s Birthday February 12 (5 ILCS 490/60); Junetcenth
National Freedom Day on June 19 each vear (5 ILCS 490/63. amended by P.A.s 102-14. eff. 1-1-22 (second to pass both
houses and controlling (5 JLCS 70/6)) and 102-334 (first to pass both houses)) — potential conflicts related to celebrating
Juneteenth when it falls on a Saturday or Sunday exist, e.¢.. P.A. 102-14 states “when June nineteenth falls on a Saturdav or
Sunday, neither the preceding Friday nor the following Monday shall be held or considered as a paid holiday” but contrast
P.A. 102-334, stating “when June nineteenth falls on a Sundav. the following Monday shall be held and considered the
holiday” — notice the word paid is missing: consult the board attorney about whether Juneteenth should be celebrated as an
unpaid holiday on either the preceding Friday or the following Monday when it falls on a Saturday or Sunday, respectively
or not at all when it falls on a Saturday): Martin Luther King, Jr. Birthday the third Monday in January (5 ILCS 490/65);
Prairie Week the third full week in September (5 ILCS 490/75); Retired Teachers’ Week the fourth week in May (5 ILCS
490/80); Veterans Day November 11 (5 ILCS 490/90); Preventing Lost Potential Day September 19 (5 ILCS 490/141); Day
of Remembrance of the Victims of Slavery and the Transatlantic Slave Trade on March 25 (5 ILCS 490/155); the first full
week of January is Emancipation Proclamation Week (5 ILCS 490/160); Mother Mary Ann Bickerdyke Day on the second
Wednesday in May (5 ILCS 490/175); and-April is Arab American Heritage Month (5 ILCS 490/6, amended by P A 100
1156); and the first full week of April each vear is Autism Acceptance Week (5 ILCS 490/137. added by P.A. 102-588).
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School Day

The Board establishes the length of the school day with the recommendation of the Superintendent and
subject to State law requirements.5 The Superintendent or designee shall ensure that observances
required by State law are followed during each day of school attendance. 6

The footnotes are not intended to be part of the adopted policy; they should be removed before the policy is adopted.

5 A school day is required to consist of a minimum five clock-hours under the direct supervision of a teacher or non-
teaching personnel or volunteer personnel that provides non-teaching or supervisory duties as specified in 105 ILCS 5/10-
22.34(a), in order to qualify as a full day of attendance, unless (1) the Governor issues a disaster declaration due to a public
health emergency pursuant 20 ILCS 3305/7, and (2) the State Superintendent of Education establishes minimum clock-hour
requirements to align with the circumstances of the Governor’s disaster declaration, 105 ILCS 5/10-19.05, added by P.A. 101-

12 and amended by P.A. 101-643. See www.isbe.net/Documents/SB28Instructional-Day.pdf for ISBE's notice regarding this
law. See 105 ILCS 5/10-19.05, added by P.A. 101-12, for additional exceptions to the attendance calculation,

Contrast 105 ILCS 5/18-12-amended-by-P.A-100-28, It allows a partial day of attendance to be counted as a full day
due to an adverse weather condition, condition beyond the control of the school district that poses a health and safety threat,
or use of school facilities by local or county authorities for holding a memorial or funeral service in remembrance of a
community member (up to two school days per school year) provided one of following conditions is met: (1) the school district
has provided at least one hour of instruction prior to the closure of the school district; (2} a school building has provided at
least one hour of instruction prior to the closure of the school building; or (3) the normal start time of the school district is
delayed. The law also outlines the process to claim attendance prior to providing any instruction when a school district must
close a building or buildings, but not the entire district, afier consultation with a local emergency response agency or due to a
condition beyond the control of the district. Additionally, 105 ILCS 5/18-12.5 outlines the process for claiming attendance
when a school district must close a building or buildings, but not the entire district, specifically because of a public health
emergency. Attendance for such days may only be claimed if the school building(s) was scheduled to be in operation on those
days.
Alternative education programs may provide fewer than five hours under certain circumstances. 105 ILCS 5/2-3.33a and
5/13B-50.

6 105 ILCS 5/27-3 requires the Pledge of Allegiance to be recited every day in elementary and secondary schools. Note
that the Illinois statute does not require every student to recite the Pledge — that kind of mandatory participation would violate
the U.S. Constitution. Schools may not coerce a student into saying the Pledge, nor may they punish students for refusing to
participate in any aspect of the flag ritual, including standing, saluting the flag, and reciting the Pledge. West Virginia State
Bd. of Educ. v. Barnette, 319 U.S. 624 (1943); Sherman v. Comizunity. Consol.idated Sch. Dist. 21 of Wheeling Tewnship ,
980 F.2d 437 (7th Cir. 1992). Consider using permissive rather than mandatory language to introduce the recitation of the
Pledge, such as, “You may now stand to recite the Pledge.” Schools may, of course, require that non-participants maintain
order and decorum appropriate to the school environment.

The Silent Reflection and Student Prayer Act mandates a brief period of silence for all Ilinois public school students at
the opening of each school day. 105 ILCS 20/1. A student filed a federal lawsuit challenging the constitutionality of this law
under the First Amendment, but the law was ultimately upheld by the Appeals Court. Sherman v. Koch, 623 F.3d 501 (7th
Cir. 2010), cert denied by 565 U.S. 815 (2011). 105 ILCS 5/10-20.46 requires a moment of silence to recognize veterans
during any type of event held at a district school on Nov. 11. See f/n 2 above for more discussion.
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LEGAL REF.:

CROSS REF.:

6:20

105 ILCS 5/10-19, 5/10-19.05, 5/10-20.56, 5/10-24.46, 5/10-30, 5/18-12, 5/18-12.5,
5/24-2, 5/27-3, 5/27-18, 5/27-19, 5/27-20, 5/27-20.1, 5/27-20.2, and 20/1.

10ILCS 5/114.1.

23 111 Admin.Code §1.420(f).
Metz] v. Leininger, 850 F.Supp. 740 (N.D. I1l. 1994), aff'd by 57 F.3d 618 (7th Cir.

1995).

2:20 (Powers and Duties of the School Board; Indemnification), 4:180 (Pandemic
Preparedness; Management; and Recovery), 5:200 (Terms and Conditions of
Employment and Dismissal), 5:330 (Sick Days, Vacation, Holidays, and Leaves),
6:60 (Curriculum Content), 6:70 (Teaching About Religions), 7:90 (Release

During School Hours)
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6:50

Instruction

School Wellness 1

Student wellness, including good nutrition and physical activity, shall be promoted in the District’s

educational program, school-based activities, and meal programs.2 This policy shall be interpreted
consistently with Section 204 of the Child Nutrition and WIC Reauthorization Act of 2004 and the

Healthy Hunger-Free Kids Act of 2010 (HHFKA).3
The Superintendent will ensure: 4

The footnotes are not intended to be part of the adopted policy; they should be removed before the policy is adopted.

1 State or federal law requires this subject matter to be covered in policy and controls its content. The federal Child
Nutrition and WIC Reauthorization Act of 2004 (Child Nutrition Act) requires school districts participating in a program
authorized by the National School Lunch Act (NSLA) (42 U.S.C. §1751 et seq.) or the Child Nutrition Act to have a school
wellness policy. Pub. L. 108-265, Sec. 204. State law required the I11. State Board of Education (ISBE) to “establish a State
goal that all school districts have a wellness policy.” 105 ILCS 5/2-3.139. ISBE complied in October 2007 by “instruct[ing]
all public school districts to establish a School Wellness Policy.” The federal and State laws list mandatory topics for the
policy. The second sentence of this policy should be deleted if the district does not participate in the NSLA or the Child
Nutrition Act.

See ISBE’s numerous resources at: www.isbenet/Pages/Nutrition-and-Wellness aspx. Action for Healthy Kids is a
national organization dedicated to overcoming the “epidemic of overweight, underourished and sedentary youth by
focusing on changes in schools;” see its resources at: www.actionforhealthykids.org/index php.

This sample policy seeks to be both legally compliant and consistent with good governance principles. Both federat and
State laws allow each school district to determine how the required topics are addressed. Good governance principles
suggest that the board should establish goals with community and stakeholder input. The administration should determine
how to achieve the goals. The board should monitor this policy by requesting and reviewing periodic implementation data.

The II1. Dept. of Agriculture and ISBE are directed to create the Farm Fresh Schools Program. 105 ILCS 124/, Farm
Fresh Schools Program Act; 30 ILCS 105/5.728, Farm Fresh Schools Program Fund. They are also directed to administer a
grant program to further the Program’s intent of “reduc[ing] obesity and improve[ing] nutrition and public health, as well as
strengthen[ing] local agricultural economies by increasing access to and promoting the consumption of locally grown fruits
and vegetables in schools and increasing physical activities and programs that promote pupil wellness.” 105 ILCS 124/10.

27CFR §210.31(a) and (c)(1). The law does not require school-based activities to be listed in policy — only that
boards implement them. Federal law requires consideration of evidence-based strategies and technigues when implementing
school-based activities. A board that chooses to list these activities must update them as they change by readopting the

policy.
For boards that have developed and wish to list their chosen evidence-based school-based activities, add the following

sentence to the paragraph as the second sentence: “The District’s school-based activities include: [list the chosen evidence-

based school-based activities].”
For boards that have not yet developed and implemented their evidence-based school-based activities and need

technical assistance, see the websites for:
1. The U.S. Dept. of Agriculture (USDA) at: htips:/healthvineals.fns.usda.vov/local-wellness-policy-

resources/wellness-policy-elements/other-school-based-activities; and
2. The Alliance for a Healthier Generation (AHG) at: htips://www.healthierceneration.org’.

3 Healthy Hunger-Free Kids Act of 2010 (HHFKA); 42 U.S.C. §1758b (Pub.L. 111-296); 7 CF.R. §§210.10 and
210.31(a).

4 Id.; 7 C.F.R. §210.31(c)(4) (identification of school official responsible for implementation of the policy), §210.31
(d)(2) (informing the public about the policy and making it available on an annual basis), §210.31 (d)(3) (informing the
public of the progress toward meeting the goals of the policy by making triennial assessments available), and §210.31(e)
(policy implementation, assessments, and updates). See also f/n 20, below.
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Each school building complies with this policy;
The policy is available to the community on an annual basis through copies of or online

access to the Board Policy Manual3; and
3. The community is informed about the progress of this policy’s implementation.

N —

Goals for Nutrition Education and Nutrition Promotion 6
The goals for addressing nutrition education and nutrition promotion include the following:
¢ Schools will support and promote sound nutrition for students.
» Schools will foster the positive relationship between sound nutrition, physical activity, and

the capacity of students to develop and learn.
¢ Nutrition education will be part of the District’s comprehensive health education curriculum.

See Board policy 6:60, Curriculum Content. 7

The footnotes are not intended to be part of the adopted policy; they should be removed before the policy is adopted.

This sample policy identifies the superintendent as the school official responsible to ensure compliance and oversee the
policy. When the rules require specific identification of a school official, the policy does not include the delegation language
or designee. [School boards] must identify the [school official(s)] responsible for oversight of [its wellness policy] to
ensure compliance. [Boards} have discretion and are the most qualified to identify the best candidate for [their
wellness] policy leadership as size, resources, and needs vary greatly among [school districts]. See Federal Register

Vol. 81, No. 146 at 50155 at: www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pke/FR-2016-07-29/pdf/2016-17230.pdf.

For boards that wish to identify a school official other than the superintendent, delete Superintendent and replace it with
the responsible school official’s title.

The intent of the rule is that schools “notify houscholds on an annual basis of the availability of the local school
wellness policy information and provide information that would enable inferested households to obtain additional details.”
Fed. Reg. Vol. 81, No. 146 at 50160. However, the rule states, “[i]Jnform the public about the content and implementation of
the local school wellness policy, and make the policy and any updates to the policy available to the public on an annual
basis.”
To achieve the intent of this requirement, the regulations suggest several methods for districts, which include a
common method many districts likely already use: post the policy on the websites for the public, and use the student
handbook to distribute important information to interested households.

5 For boards that distribute their wellness policies via student handbooks and want to list that in the text of their
policies, insert “and distributed to students and their parents/guardians through student handbooks”. For sample handbook
language, see the [Illinois Principals Association Online Model Student Handbook (MSH) at:
www.ilprincipals.org/resources/model-student-handbook.

6 Goals for nutrition education and nutrition promotion are required topics, but the local board may determine what
goals are appropriate. Pub. L. 108-265, Sec. 204(a)(1) and Pub. L. 111-296; 105 ILCS 5/2-3.139(a)(2); and 7 C.F.R.
§210.31(c)(1). Replace this policy’s text with a board’s own locally-developed nutritional education and promotion goals.

Nutrition promotion, required by Pub. L. 111-296, is not well-described or defined. The Food Nutrition Service (FNS)
describes rutrition promotion more clearly in its technical assistance materials and the proposed 7 C.F.R. Part 210 rules
(Fed. Reg. Vol. 79, No. 38 at 10695), dated Feb. 26, 2014, which state, “... evidence based techniques and scientifically-
based nutrition messages targeted to a specific audience to inspire and motivate them to take action and use these techniques
and messages to create environments and food service venues (classroom, cafeteria, a la carte, vending machines, school
stores, snack bars, fundraisers, home, etc.) that encourage healthy nutrition choices, as well as enhance and encourage
participation in school meal programs.”

More specific materials about nutrition education and promotion, including songs, games, posters, videos, event-
planning booklets, wellness communication toolkits, school garden activities, and a graphics library, have also been
developed by the FNS’ Team Nutrition at: www.fns.usda.gov/tn/resource-library.

Technical assistance for:
L. Nutritional promotion at: healthymeals.fins.usda.gov/local-wellness-policy-resources/wellness-policy-

elements/nutrition-promotion.
2. Goals development for and implementation of nutrition education and promotion are available from AHG at:

www.healthiergeneration.org/.
7 105 ILCS 110/3 and 23 TlL.Admin.Code §1.420(n).
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Goals for Physical Activity 8
The goals for addressing physical activity include the following:

o Schools will support and promote an active lifestyle for students.

e Physical education will be taught in all grades and shall include a developmentally planned
and sequential curriculum that fosters the development of movement skills, enhances health-
related fitness, increases students’ knowledge, offers direct opportunities to learn how to
work cooperatively in a group setting, and encourages healthy habits and attitudes for a
healthy lifestyle. See Beard policiesy 6:60, Curriculum Content and Beard—policy-7:260,
Exemption from Physical Education. ®

e During the school day, all students will be required to engage in a daily physical education
course, unless otherwise exempted. See Beard-policiesy 6:60, Curriculum Content and Beard
poliey-7:260, Exemption from Physical Education. 10

¢ The curriculum will be consistent with and incorporate relevant Illinois Learning Standards
Jor Physical Development and Health as established by the Ill.ineis State Board of Education

(ISBE). 1
Nutrition Guidelines for Foods Available During the School Day: Marketing Prohibited 12

Students will be offered and schools will promote nutritious food and beverage choices during the
school day that are consistent with Board policy 4:120, Food Services (requiring compliance with the
nutrition standards specified in the U.S. Dept. of Agriculture’s (USDA) Smart Snacks rules). 13

The footnotes are not intended to be part of the adopted policy; they should be removed before the policy is adopted.

8 This is a required topic, but the local board may determine what goals are appropriate. Pub.L. 108-265, Sec.
204(a)(1); 105 ILCS 5/2-3.139(a)(2); and 7 C.F.R. §210.31(a) and (c)(1).

9 105 ILCS 5/27-5 and 27-6; 23 Il Admin.Code §1.425-smended-at-42-1—Res11540. See also f/n 2927 in policy
6:60, Curriculum Content. For standards-based lesson plans and curricula for pre-kindergarten through grade Seight,
classroom-based lesson plans, recipes, guidance to improve the quality of school meals, and other materials for nutrition
education and promotion, including songs, games, posters, videos, event-planning booklets, wellness communication
toolkits, school garden activities, and a graphics library, see the resources developed by the FNS’ Team Nutrition at:
www.fns.usda gov/tnfresource-library.

10 Id._This policy’s sample text is based upon federal and State goals while sample policy 6:60. Curriculum Content's
text is based only upon State curriculum reguirements that require a minimum of three davs of physical education per five-
day week. Ensure the text i this policy’s goal aligns with the district’s practice stated in policy 6:60 for meeting the
minimum requirements of 23 . Admin Code §1.425(b)

11 gchools must “set student learning objectives which meet or exceed goals established by the State.” 105 ILCS 5/2-

3.63. The Learning Standards can be found on ISBE’s website at: www.isbe.net/Pages/l earning-Standards.aspx. See State
Goal 20: Achieve and maintain a health-enhancing level of physical fitness based upon continual self-assessment

at:https://www.isbe net/Pages/Physical-Education-and-Health.aspx.

105 ILCS 5/27-6.5 describes physical fitness assessments required, beginning with the 2016-17 school year and every
school year thereafter, for grades 3-12 in an effort to meet State Goal 20 of the Illinois Learning Standards for Physical
Development and Health. See also 23 Ill.Admin.Code §1.425 (f) and (h); ISBE’s IL Fitness Assessments and Data
Reporting Requirements Questions and Answers (Rev. 5-22-17) at: hitps://www.isbe.net/documents/fitness-asmt-fag.pdf.

12 The policy must include the nutrition guidelines selected by the board for “all foods available during the school day
with the objective of promoting student health and reducing childhood obesity.” Pub. L. 108-265, Sec. 204(a)(2); 105 ILCS
5/2-3.139(a)(1); and 7 C.F.R. §210.10 and 210.31(a), (c)(2), and (c)(3)(i)-(iv). 42 U.S.C. 1758b(b}(2)(A) requires that each
local school wellness policy include nutrition guidelines for all foods and beverages available for sale on the school campus
during the school day to ensure they are consistent with the statutory and regulatory provisions governing school meals (7
C.F.R. §§210.10, 220.8 and 220.10) and competitive foods (7 C.F.R. §210.11) as applicable.

Prior to July 2016 when 7 C.F.R. § 210.10 and 7 C.F.R § 210.31(c) (respectively) became effective, the current Dietary
Guidelines for Americans published jointly by the U.S. Depts. of Health and Human Services and Agriculture (USDA) were

used as nutrition guidelines.
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In addition, in order to promote student health and reduce childhood obesity, 14 the Superintendent or

designee shall:
1. Restrict the sale of competitive foods, as defined by the USDA, in the food service areas
during meal periods;
2. Comply with all ISBE rules; and
3. Prohibit marketing during the school day of foods and beverages that do not meet the

standards listed in Board policy 4:120, Food Services, i.e., in-school marketing of food and
beverage items must meet competitive foods standards, 15

Competitive foods standards do not apply to foods and beverages available, but not sold in school
during the school day; e.g., brown bag lunches, foods for classroom parties, school celebrations, and

reward incentives, 16

The footnotes are not intended to be part of the adopted policy; they should be removed before the policy is adopted.

137¢CFR §§210.10 (meal requirements for lunches and after-school snacks); 210.11(c) (general nutrition standards for
competitive food, i.e., Smart Snacks); and 210.31(a) and (c) (encompassing all other nutrition requirements, including foods
pot sold to students during the school day (classroom parties)).

14 7 CFR.§21031(0)3)(iv).

15 7 CF.R. §§210.11(a)(2) and 210.31(c)(3)(iii); 23 HL. Admin. Code §305.5. For a definition of competitive foods, see
4:120-AP, Food Services; Competitive Foods,; Exemptions.

16 7 cFR. §210.31(c}(2). This sample policy does not apply competitive food standards to foods not sold in schools;
i.e., foods that students bring into the school from home, etc.

The final [federal] rule does not require that local school wellness policy standards for foods provided in schools
during the school day but not available for sale conform to the school meal requirements or the competitive foods
standards. In fact, the preamble to the final rule reiterates this saying, “[a]gain, it should be noted that with regard to foods
provided, but not sold, in schools, local jurisdictions have the discretion to adopt standards that conform to [the competitive
food standards] or to adopt more or less stringent standards.” Similarly, the preamble to the final rule clearly states the rule
does not require school boards to address standards for food brought from home for individual consumption. See Federal
Register Vol. 81, No. 146 at 50158 at: www.gpo.gov/fdsvs/pke/FR-2016-07-29/pdf/2016-17230.pdf. Emphasis added.

This sample policy adopts less stringent standards for foods not sold in schools. For boards that wish to adopt standards
that conform to the competitive food standards or apply even more strmgent standards to foods available, but not sold dunng
the school day, delete the last sentence OfthlS subhead smpetitive-foods—standards-de-not-apply-tofoods-and-beverase

iﬂsentwes: and choose one of the followmg sentences to replace it:

Option 1: The District applies competitive foods standards listed in Board policy 4:120, Food Services, to foods
available, but not sold, in schools.

Option 2: The District applies more stringent standards than the competitive foods standards to foods available, but
not sold, in schools. These include [list the chosen standards to foods available, but not sold, in
schools).

The AHG encourages school officials to consider prohibiting foods as a reward and using the Smart Snacks standards
for foods available, but not sold during the school day. However, enforcing such standards against students who are sent to
school with snacks from their parents/guardians is difficult and may be considered overreach. Further, such a standard may
open the district to challenges. Consult the board attorney about enforcement of standards that meet the competitive foods
standards — or even more stringent standards — upon foods available, but not sold during the school day, i.e., choosing

Options 1 or 2, above.
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Exempted Fundraising Day (EFD) Requests 17

All food and beverages sold to students on the school campuses of participating schools during the
school day must comply with the “general nutrition standards for competitive foods” specified in
federal law.

ISBE rules prohibit EFDs for grades 8 and below in participating schools.

The Superintendent or designee in a participating school may grant an EFD for grades 9 through 12 in
participating schools. To request an EFD and learn more about the District’s related procedure(s),
contact the Superintendent or designee. The District’s procedures are subject to change. The number
of EFDs for grades 9 through 12 in participating schools is set by ISBE rule.

Guidelines for Reimbursable School Meals 18
Reimbursable school meals served shall meet, at a minimum, the nutrition requirements and
regulations for the National School Lunch Program and/or School Breakfast Program. 19

Unused Food Sharing Plan 20
In collaboration with the District’s local health department, the Superintendent or designee will:

1. Develop and support a food sharing plan (Plan) for unused food that is focused on needv

students, 21

2. Implement the Plan throughout the District.

3. Ensure the Plan complies with the Richard B. Russell National School Lunch Act. as well as
accompanving guidance from the U.S. Department of Agriculture on the Food Donation
Program, 22

44. Ensure that any leftover food items are properly donated to combat potential food insecurity
in the District’s community. Properly means in accordance with all federal regulations and

State and local health and sanitation codes.

The footnotes are not intended to be part of the adopted policy; they should be removed before the policy is adopted.
17 Required by 23 Ill.Admin.Code §305.15(c)(2), 7 C.F.R. §§210.11(b)(4), (c)(2) and 210.30(c)(2) for participating

schools that want to grant EFDs.
For elementary districts, delete these sentences: Fhe

Detailed procedures are subject to change and are too cornphcated for pohcy text Thxs polxcy seeks to balance the
requirement to include procedures in the policy for requesting an EFD by providing information about the initial steps and
directing the superintendent or designee to inform the requestor of the current procedure. For a list of the number of
available EFDs and a more detailed sample step-by-step procedure to request them, see 4:120-AP, Food Services;
Competitive Foods; Exemptions.

18 pclusion in the policy is required for only those districts that participate in a program authorized by the NSLA or the
Child Nutrition Act.

19 Child Nutrition Act of 1966 (42 U.S.C. §1771 et seq.) and NSLA (42 U.S.C. §1758).

20 105 ILCS 5/2-3.182. added by P.A. 102-359.

21 Needy students is not defined by 105 ILCS 5/2-3.182. added by P.A. 102-359.

22 Required for districts that participate in child nutrition programs. the National School Lunch Program and National
School Breakfast Program, the Child and Aduit Care Food Program (CACFP), and the Summer Food Service Program
(SFSP). See 105 ILCS 5/2 3. 182 addedb P WAL 102 \. 102-359.

Food shang__ ;_lans will depend on man___ local factors and require local health department involvement. so because of
that. a sample PRESS administrative procedure is not practical and does not exist.
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Monitoring 23
At least every three years, the Superintendent shall provide implementation data and/or reports to the
Board conceming this policy’s implementation sufficient to allow the Board to monitor and adjust the

policy (a triennial report).24 This triennial report must include without limitation each of the

following:

An assessment of the District’s implementation of the policy

The extent to which schools in the District are in compliance with the policy
The extent to which the policy compares to model local school wellness policies
A description of the progress made in attaining the goals of the policy

How the District will make the results of the assessment available to the public
Where the District will retain records of the assessment 25

The Board will monitor and adjust the policy pursuant to policy 2:240, Board Policy Development.

The footnotes are not intended to be part of the adopted policy; they should be removed before the policy is adopted.

23 The policy must establish a plan for measuring implementation of the local wellness policy, including designation of
one or mote persons within the local educational agency at each school, as appropriate, charged with operational
responsibility for ensuring that the school mects the local wellness policy. Pub. L. 108-265, Sec. 204(a)(4); 105 ILCS 5/2-
3.139(a)(4); and 7 C.F.R. §210.31(c)(5), (6), and (e)(1). 105 ILCS 110/3.5(a) requires ISBE to develop and maintain a
nutrition and physical activity best practices database. Materials may be found at: www.isbe.net/Pages/Nutrition-and-
Wellness.aspx.

42 US.C. §1758b (Pub. L. 111-296) requires the public to receive periodic measures with the listed items. The
accepted practice is annual reports. There is very little guidance to assist school districts in complying with this requirement,
and school districts were expected to be working toward developing a reasonable method to implement this requirement by
the end of the 2011-2012 school year. Without guidance, to ensure compliance, superintendents should contact their
Regional Office of Education regarding their school districts’ efforts to comply with this requirement. A guide to help
school districts conduct an evaluation of local wellness policies is available, along with more guidance at:
www.fns.usda. gov/tn/healthv/wellnesspolicy_tools.html.

24 7 C.FR. §210.31(e)(2)(i)-(iii) and (3).

25 Id. and §210.31(f); see also the Local Records Act, 50 ILCS 205/. It governs retention of district records; its
definition of public record is narrower than the definition in the Freedom of Information Act. These communications must
be retained only when they contain: (1) evidence of the district’s organization, function, policies, procedures, or activities, or
(2) informational data appropriate for preservation. Consult the board attomey for a more thorough analysis and a legal
opinion about how to meet both of the federal records retention requirements discussed in f/n 25, below, and the Local

Records Act.
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Community Involvement 26

The Board and Superintendent will actively invite suggestions and comments concerning the
development, implementation, periodic reviews, and updates of the school wellness policy from
parents, students, representatives of the school food authority, teachers of physical education, school
health professionals, the school board, school administrators, and the community. Community
involvement methods shall align their suggestions and comments to policy 2:140, Communications
To and From the Board and/or the Community Engagement subhead in policy 8:10, Connection

with the Community. 27

The footnotes are not intended to be part of the adopted policy; they should be removed before the policy is adopted.

26 A board must establish a plan in its wellness policy for involving parents, students, and representatives of the school
food authority, teachers of physical education, school health professionals, the school board, school administrators, and the
public in the development of the school wellness policy. Pub.L. 108-265, Sec. 204(a)(5), amended by 42 U.S.C. §1758b
(Pub.L. 111-296); 105 ILCS 5/2-3.139(a)(3); 7 C.F.R. §210.31(c)(5) (requirement to describe involvement plan in policy),
and 7 C.F.R. §210.31(d)(1)(requirement to allow certain stakeholders to participate in policy development, etc.).

School districts have discretion in exactly how they implement this requirement, and [ejach [school district] is
best suited to determine the distinctive needs of the community it serves, See Federal Register Vol. 81, No. 146 at 50155
at: www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pke/FR-2016-07-29/pdf2016-17230.pdf.

This requirement’s awkward wording notwithstanding, a board may take compliance steps by:

1. Seeking community input or involvement during this policy’s adoption and monitoring phases, and inviting
suggestions and comments during the public comment portion of board meetings from time to time. This
method aligns with 2:140, Communications To and From the Board and 2:240, Board Policy Development.

2. Establishing a “local school wellness committee.” This method is discussed in the preamble to 7 C.F.R.
§210.31(d)(1), which suggests “identifying individuals” to serve on a “local school wellness policy
commitice.” However, the final text of 7 C.F.R. §210.31(d)(1) does not specifically require districts to
establish a local school wellness policy committee — only that they “permit [groups listed in the policy
above] to participate ... .” See also the citation to the Federal Register, in the second paragraph of this f/n,
above, discussing policy implementation discretion.

The default text of this policy follows item #1 above and does not establish a local school wellness committee. For a
district that wants to appoint or approve a local school wellness committee, add the following optional sentence as the last
sentence of this subhead: “As necessary, the Superintendent or designee will convene a Wellness Commiittee with at least
one representative from each of the listed groups.” Also list the Wellness Committee in 2:150-AP, Superintendent
Committees. As much of the work of developing a plan to involve local stakeholders is administrative/staff work rather than
governance work, best practice is for a Wellness Committee be an administrative committee, but consult the board attorney
for guidance. See f/n 3 in policy 2:150, Committees, for a discussion of Open Meetings Act implications of the Wellness
Committee being a board committee.

If a board wants to comply with the USDA’s encouragement to include Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program
Education (SNAP-ED) coordinators or educators in the group to provide input about the policy, add:

“, Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program Education (SNAP-ED) coordinators, educators” to the end of the first
sentence in this subhead, immediately before: “, and community.”

27 If a board has not adopted the Community Engagement subhead in policy 8:10, Connection with the Community,
delete the phrase at the end of the second sentence: “Ind1v1duals shall align their suggestlons and comments to pohcy 2 140,

Commumcatzons To and From the Board andfe

"

A board may also choose to post this policy on its website and include it in the student handbook.
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Recordkeeping 28
The Superintendent shall retain records to document compliance with this policy, the District’s

records retention protocols, and the Local Records Act.

: gt : 04-Pub. L. 108-265, Sec. 204,
Chlld Nutntlon and VVIC Reauthorlzauon Act Act of 2004.

Child Nutrition-Aet-0f1966:42 U.S.C. §1771 et seq.. Child Nutrition Act of 1966.
National School uneh-Aet-42 U.S.C. §1751 et seq.. National School Lunch Act.

Healthy, Hunger Free Jads—Act—of2010-42 US.C. §1758b, Pub. L. 111-296,

Healthy. Hunger-Free Kids Act of 2010.
42 U.8.C. §1779, as implemented by 7 C.F.R. §§210.11 and 210.31.

Leeal Records-Aet-50 ILCS 205/ Local Records Act.

105 ILCS 5/2-3.139.

23 Il Admin.Code Part 305, Food Program.

ISBE’s “School Wellness Policy” Goal, adopted Oct. 2007.

LEGAL REF.:

CROSS REF.: 2:140 (Communications To and From the Board), 2:150 (Committees), 2:240
(Board Policy Development), 4:120 (Food Services), 5:100 (Staff Development
Program), 6:60 (Curriculum Content), 7:260 (Exemption from Physical
Education), 8:10 (Connection with the Community)

The footnotes are not intended to be part of the adopted policy; they should be removed before the policy is adopted.

28 7 CFR. §210.31(f). Records must include: (1) the policy; (2) documentation demonstrating compliance with
community involvement requirements, including requirements to make the local school wellness policy and triennial
assessments available to the public; and (3) documentation of the triennial assessment of the local school wellness policy for

each school under its jurisdiction.
See f/n 22, above regarding the Local Records Act and 2:250-AP2, Protocols for Record Preservation and Development

of Retention Schedules.

While 7 CF.R. §210.31(f) does not require the policy text to state what records must be kept, a board that wants to
include that information may insert the following text: “Records must include: (1) this policy; (2) documentation
demonstrating compliance with community involvement, including requirements to make the policy and triennial
assessments available to the public; and (3) documentation of the triennial assessment of this policy for each school under its

jurisdiction.”
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Instruction

Education of Children with Disabilities 1

The School District shall provide a free appropriate public education in the least restrictive
environment and necessary related services to all children with disabilities enrolled in the District, as
required by the Individuals With Disabilities Education Act (IDEA) and implementing provisions of
the School Code, Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, and the Americans With Disabilities
Act.2 The term children with disabilities, as used in this policy, means children between ages 3 and
21 (inclusive)? for whom it is determined, through definitions and procedures described in the II1.
State Board of Education (ISBE) Special Education rules, that special education services are needed.
Children with disabilities who turn 22 years old during the school vear are eligible for such services

through the end of the school year. 4

It is the intent of the District to ensure that students who are disabled within the definition of Section
504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973 are identified, evaluated, and provided with appropriate
educational services. Students may be disabled within the meaning of Section 504 of the
Rehabilitation Act even though they do not require services pursuant to the IDEA.

For students eligible for services under IDEA, the District shall follow procedures for identification,
evaluation, placement, and delivery of services to children with disabilities provided in the ISBE
Special Education rules. For those students who are not eligible for services under IDEA, but,
because of disability as defined by Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, need or are believed
to need special instruction or related services, the District shall establish and implement a system of
procedural safeguards. The safeguards shall cover students’ identification, evaluation, and educational
placement. This system shall include notice, an opportunity for the student’s parent(s)/guardian(s) to

The footnotes are not intended te be part of the adopted policy; they should be removed before the policy is adopted.

1 State or federal law controls this policy’s content. Each school district and special education cooperative must
develop written special education policies and procedures in conformance with ISBE rules. 23 IIl. Admin.Code §226.710. In
its continuing commitment to help school districts and special education cooperatives comply with ISBE requirements for
policy and procedure, the Ill. Council of School Attorneys, special education committee, reviewed this policy and prepared
extensive procedures, Special Education Procedures Assuring the Implementation of Comprehensive Programming for
Children with Disabilities, at. www.iasb.com/law/.

2 Opinions vary regarding the extent of a district’s responsibility for providing FAPE to dually enrolled students, i.e.,
whether the responsibility is limited fo the extent necessary to access the public portion of their education. Contact the board

attorney for advice.

3 105 ILCS 5/14-6.01 states that high school districts are financially responsible for the education of children with
disabilities who reside in their districts when such children reach age 15. but thev may admit children with disabilities into
special education facilities without regard to graduation from the eighth grade after they reach age 14 %. When a child with
a disability turns 14 % vears old. it is the elementary school district’s responsibility to notifv the high school district of the
child’s current eligibilitv, program, and evaluation data upon which the current program is based. Id.

For elementary districts. edit ages as follows: ages 3 and 152}--fnelasive}.

For high school districts. edit ages as follows: ages 314 (or has graduated from 8th grade) and 21 (inclusive}.

4 105 ILCS 5/14-1.02. amended by P.A. 102-172. Delete this sentence for elementar v school districts. IDEA funds
cannot be used to provide services for students bevond the age of 21. See ISBE’s Frequently Asked Questions: Public Act
102-0172 and Public Act 102-0173 (July 2021). at www.isbe.net/Documents/FAQ-HB-40-HB-2748.pdf. Consult the board

attorney for further guidance.
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examine relevant records, an impartial hearing with opportunity for participation by the student’s
parent(s)/guardian(s), representation by counsel, and a review procedure. 5

The District may maintain membership in one or more cooperative associations of school districts
that shall assist the District in fulfilling its obligations to the District’s students

If necessary, students may also be placed in nonpublic special education programs or education

facilities. ¢

LEGAL REF.: 20 U.S.C. §1400 et seq., Individuals With Disabilities Education Improvement Act
of 2004.
29 U.S.C. §794, Rehabilitation Act of 1973, Section 504.
42U.S.C. §12101 et seq., Americans With Disabilities Act.
34 C.F.R. Part 106.
34 C.F.R. &£Part 300,
105 ILCS 5/14-1.01 et seq., 5/14-7.02, and 5/14-7.02b.
23 I1l. Admin.Code Part 226.

CROSS REF.: 2:150 (Committees), 7:230 (Misconduct by Students with Disabilities)

The footnotes are not intended to be part of the adopted policy; they should be removed before the policy is adopted.

S Districts must use ISBE’s procedural safeguards for students who qualify for services under IDEA. For students who
qualify for services exclusively under Section 504, the district must establish a system of procedural safeguards or use the
ones provided by ISBE Special Education rules. 23 Ill.Admin.Code §§226.500-570. ISBE rules are more extensive than is
required by Section 504 and districts may, as the policy provides, develop their own procedures. See 6:120- El, Notice
to Parents/Guardians Regarding Section 504

6 The district may be eligible to receive reimbursement from the State for the student’s expenses. 105 ILCS 5/14-7.02.
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Instruction

Accelerated Placement Program 1

The District provides an Accelerated Placement Program (APP). The APP advances the District’s
goal of providing educational programs with opportunities for each student to develop to his or her
maximum potential.2 The APP provides an educational setting with curriculum options usually
reserved for students who are older or in higher grades than the student participating in the APP.3
APP options include, but may not be limited to: (a) accelerating a student in a single subject; (b) other
grade-level acceleration; and (c) early entrance to kindergarten or first grade.4 Participation in the
APP is open to all students who demonstrate high ability and who may benefit from accelerated
placement. It is not limited to students who have been identified as gifted and talented.5 Eligibility to
participate in the District’s APP shall not be conditioned upon the protected classifications identified
in School Board policy 7:10, Equal Educational Opportunities, or any factor other than the student’s

-identification as an accelerated learner. 6
The Superintendent or designee shall implement an APP that includes:

1. Decision-making processes that are fair, equitable, and involve multiple individuals, e.g.
District administrators, teachers, and school support personnel, and a student’s
parent(s)/guardian(s); 7

2. Notification processes that notify a student’s parent(s)/guardian(s) of a decision affecting a
student’s participation in the APP;-and 8

The footnotes are not intended to be part of the adopted policy; they should be removed before the policy is adopted.

1 gtate law requires this subject matter be covered by policy and controls its content. 105 ILCS 5/14Asmended-by
PoA-100-421 (the Accelerated Placement Act (APA)); 23 IlL. Admin.Code Part 227. 11l State Board of Education (ISBE)
rules require this policy to be posted on the district website, if available. 23 Ill.Admin.Code §227.60(a). ISBE rules also
require districts to annually report, by July 31, demographlc information regarding students participating in accelerated
placement. 23 1. Admin.Code §227.60(c).

2 Optional. Ensure this statement matches the board’s current educational philosophy and objectives. See saple-policy

6:10, Educational Philosophy and Objectives.
31051LCS 5/14A-l7—added—by—P—k—}09~42-} 23 1. Admin.Code §227 5.
4Id For high school districts, delete “and-(e)}-early-entrance-to-dindergas

between (a) and (b).
Attorneys disagree whether the APA conflicts with 105 ILCS 5/10-20.12 (School year — School age). The APA

requires accelerated placement to include “early entrance to kindergarten or first grade.” 105 ILCS 5/14A-17. 105 ILCS
5/10-20.12 permits districts to offer early entrance to kindergarten or first grade “based upon an assessment of the student’s
readiness to attend school.” 105 ILCS 5/10-20.12 also states that students may enter first grade early when they: (1) are
assessed for readiness; (2) have attended a non-public preschool and continued their education at that school through
kindergarten; (3) were taught in kindergarten by an appropriately certified teacher; and (4) will attain the age of 6 years on
or before December 31. Id. See sample policy 7:50, School Admissions and Student Transfers To and From Non-District

Schools. Consult the board attorney for guidance.
5 105 1LCS 5/14A-32(a)(1)-added by P A100-421; 23 Il Admin.Code §227.5.
6 105 ILCS 5/14A-25;amended by P-A—100-421.

7105 ILCS 5/14A-32(a)(2)-added-byP-A-100-421; requires that the accelerated placement policy include “a fair and
equitable decision-making process that involves multiple persons and includes a student’s parents or guatdians” but does not
specify what individuals are to be involved or limit those individuals to district employees. Amend this listing to align with

the local board’s preference.

ade” and insert the word “and”
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3. Assessment processes that include multiple valid, reliable indicators-: and 9

Bv the fall of 2023, the automatic enrollment. in the following school term. of a student into
the next most rigorous level of advanced coursework offered by the high school if the student
meets or exceeds State standards in English language arts, mathematics. or science on a State

assessment administered under 105 ILCS 5/2-3.64a-5. as follows: 18

[=

a. A student who meets or exceeds State standards in English language arts shall be
automatically enrolled into the next most rigorous level of advanced coursework in

English. social studies. humanities. or related subjects.

b. A student who meets or exceeds State standards in mathematics shall be automatically
enrolled into the next most rigorous level of advanced coursework in mathematics.

ac. A student who meets or exceeds State standards in science shall be automatically enrolled
into the next most rigorous level of advanced coursework in science.

The Superintendent or designee shall annually notify the community, parent(s)/guardian(s), students,
and school personnel about the APP, the process for referring a student for possible evaluation for
accelerated placement, and the methods used to determine whether a student is eligible for accelerated
placement, including strategies to reach groups of students and families who have been historically
underrepresented in accelerated placement programs and advanced coursework.1! Notification may:
(a) include varied communication methods, such as student handbooks and District or school

websites; and (b) be provided in multiple languages, as appropriate. 12

The footnotes are not intended to be part of the adopted policy; they should be removed before the policy is adopted.

8 1051108 571443214 at 1d. at (a)(3);-added-by-P-A—100-424.
9-1-05—I-LGSé-f5i-4A—3;.lId 1d. at (2)(4);-edded by P-A-100-421.
o Required by 105 ILCS 5/14A-33{a-5). added bv P.A. 101-654 and amended by P.A. 102-209. for all districts.

including elementary-only districts. Though not explained in the statute. this is likely because State assessments in Enelish
language arts. mathematics. and science are required in grades 3 through 8 (105 ILCS 5/2-3.64a-5) and a student’s State

assessment results may place the student in high school courses. Consult the board attorney about practical implementation
issues for an elementarv school district. e.g.. what to do if the clementary school district does not have a proeram for
students to enroll in high school courses (see sample policy 6:315. High School Credit for Students in Grade 7 or 8). or if
the elementary school district would like to offer advanced coursework not offered bv the high school.

A district must provide the parents/puardians of a student eligible for automatic enrollment with the option to instead
enroll in alternative coursework that better aligns with the student’s postsecondary education or career goals. For a student
entering grade 12. the next most rigorous level of advanced coursework in English language arts or mathematics must be a
dual credit course (as defined in the Dual Credit Quality Act. 110 ILCS 27/5). an Advanced Placement course (as defined in
the College and Career Success for All Students Act. 105 IL.CS 302/10). or an International Baccalaureate course. The same
is true for all other subjects. except that the next most rigorous level of advanced coursework may also include an honors
class, an enrichment opportunity. a gified program. or another program offered by the district. 105 ILCS 5/14A-32(a-5).
added by P.A. 101-654 and amended by P.A. 102-209. See 6:135-AP. Accelerated Placement Program Procedures.

11 Optional. 105 ILCS 5/14A-32(b)(1). amended by P.A. 101-654. permits, but does not require “procedures for
annually informing the community at-large, including parents or guardians, community-based organizations, and providers

of out-of-school programs. about the accelerated placement program and the methods used for the identification of children
eligible for accelerated placement, including strategies to reach groups of students and families who have been historically

underrepresented in accelerated placement programs and advanced coursework|.]”
12 Optional. 105 ILCS 5/14A does not require this but it is a recommended best practice and aligns with sample policy
7:10, Equal Educational Opportunities.
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LEGAL REF.: 105 ILCS 5/14A.
23 II1. Admin.Code Part 227, Gifted Education.

6:10 (Educational Philosophy and Objectives), 6:130 (Program for the Gified),

CROSS REF.:
7:10 (Equal Educational Opportunities), 7:50 (School Admissions and Student
Transfers To and From Non-District Schools)
L]
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Instruction

Extended Instructional Programs 1
The District may offer the following programs in accordance with State law and the District’s
educational philosophy:

1. Nursery schools for children between the ages of 2 and 6 years. 2

Before-and after-school programs for students in grades K-6. 3
Child care and training center for pre-school children and for students whose parents work. 4

Model day care services program in cooperation with the State Board of Education. 5

Tutorial program. 6

Adult education program, 7

Outdoor education program. 8

Summer school, whether for credit or not. ?

Independent study, whether for credit or not. 10
. Support services and instruction for students who are, or whose parents/guardians are,
chemically dependent. 11

00N s W

—
(=]

The footnotes are not intended to be part of the adopted policy; they should be removed before the policy is adopted.
1 State or federal law controls this policy’s content. However, all programs listed in this policy are optional. The
district may charge a fee for programs numbered 14,6, 8, 9, and 14. Delete the sentences that the board does , not offer.

21051Lcs5/10-232 A-scheal-district-ma

3 105 ILCS 5/10-22.18b._A school district may offer a course on hunting safety as part of its curriculum during the

school dav or as part of an after-school program. 105 ILCS 5/27-23.14. added by P.A. 101-152 and renumbered by P A.

102-558. Unlike the before-and-afier-school programs authorized by 105 ILCS 5/10-23.2, no erade levels are specified for
the hunting safety course or the after-school program in which it may be offered. Id.

4105 ILCS 5/10-22.18a.

5 105 ILCS 5/10-22.18c. Student parents cannot be charged a fee for such day care services, however school personnel
who use the services may be charged a fee. Id.

6 105 ILCS 5/10-22.20c.

7 105 ILCS 5/10-22.20, amended by P.A. 101-289. A school board may appoint a director of adult education. 105
ILCS 5/10-22.20b.

8 105 ILCS 5/10-22.29.

9 105 ILCS 5/10-22.33A and 5/10-22.33B. Each course offered for high school graduation must provide at least 60
hours of classroom instruction for the equivalent of one semester of high school course credit. 105 ILCS 5/27-22.1. 105
ILCS 5/10-22.33B authorizes districts to conduct a high-quality summer school program. Students at risk in language arts or
mathematics may be required to attend such programs. Section 10-22.33A permits districts “to fix and collect a charge for
attendance at such courses in an amount not to exceed the per capita cost of the operation” or to waive such charges if the
family of a pupil is indigent or if the pupil is required to attend such courses.

10 Independent study allows students to expand their knowledge in curricular areas not offered as part of the district’s
basic program.

11 105 TLCS 110/3. Such services and instruction may be offered as part of existing curricula during the school day or as
part of an after school program. Id.
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11. Anti-bias education and activities to address intergroup conflict resolution. 12

12. Volunteer service credit program. 13
13. Vocational academy. 14
14. Advanced vocational training and/or career education program. 15

LEGAL REF.: 105 ILCS 5/10-22.18a, 5/10-22.18b, 5/10-22.18c, 5/10-22.20, 5/10-22.20a, 5/10-
22.20b, 5/10-22.20c, 5/10-22.29, 5/10-22.33A, 5/10-22.33B, 5/10-23.2, 5/27-
22.1, 5/27-22.3, 5/27-23.6.;
105 ILCS 110/3, Comprehensive Health Education Program.and
105 ILCS 433/, Vocational Academies Act.

CROSS REF.: 6:310 (High School Credit for Non-District Experiences; Course Substitutions;
Re-Entering Students), 6:320 (High School Credit for Proficiency)

The footnotes are not intended to be part of the adopted po]icy;. they should be removed before the policy is adopted.

12 105 1LCS 5/27-23.6. The statutory objectives of such a program are to “improve intergroup relations on and beyond
the school campus, defusing intergroup tensions, and promoting peacefull resolution of conflict.” A board that adopts a
policy to incorporate activities to address anfi-bias education and intergroup conflict resolution shall make certain

information available to the pubhc and shall-disseminate-it-as-specified-in-the-statuteinclude it on the district’s website. if

anv. and make it available in the district’s offices upon request. See 2:250-E2. Immediately Available District Public
Records and Web-Posted Reports and Records. Districts may also include the information in a student handbook and in
district newsletters. 105HCS—52723-6(c)-The 1il. Principals Association (IPA) maintains a handbook service that
coordinates with PRESS material. Online Modecl Student Handbook (MSH). at: www.ilprincipals.org/resources/model-

student-handbook.
Sece also f/n 23 in sample policy 6:60. Curriculum Content. and ensure that these policies align. Consult the board

attornev if the district wishes to offer intergroup conflict resolution separately from anti-bias education: it is unclear whether
these topics mav be offered separatelv because the law lists them together.

13 105 ILCS 5/27-22.3. For secondary school students only. 1d.

14 yocational Academies Act. 105 ILCS 433/. The Act’s purpose is to “integrate workplace competencies and career
and technical education with core academic subjects.” School districts are permitted to partner with community colleges,
local employers, and community-based organizations to establish a vocational academy that functions as a 2-year school
within a school for grades 10 through 12. Grant funds may be available from ISBE at: www.isbe.net/Pages/Grants.aspx.

15 105 ILCS 5/ 10-22.20a, permits districts to enter joint agreements with community college districts and other school
districts to provide career education or advanced vocational training to students in grade 11 and higher to prepare for a trade.
The duration of such program may not exceed two years for any district pupil. Participating community colleges may bill
participating districts, but payments may not exceed actual operating costs. Participating high schools may use State aid

monies to pay the charges. Id.
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Instruction

Bring Your Own Technology (BYOT) Program; Responsible Use and Conduct 1

The Superintendent or designee shall establish a Bring Your Own Technology (BYOT) Program. The
program will: 2
1. Promote educational excellence by facilitating resource sharing, innovation, and
communication to enhance (a) technology use skills; (b) web-literacy and critical thinking
skills about Internet resources and materials, including making wise choices; and (c) habits
for responsible digital citizenship required in the 21st century. 3

2. Provide sufficient wireless infrastructure within budget parameters. 4
Provide access to the Internet only through the District’s electronic networks. 5

4. Identify approved BYOT devices and what District-owned technology devices may be
available; e.g., laptops, tablet devices, E-readers, and/or smartphones.

5. Align with Board policies 4:140, Waiver of Student Fees; 5:120.
flict of Interest. 5:125, Personal Technology and Social Medza Usage and Conduct;

5:170, Copyright; 6:120, Education of Children with Disabilities; 6:235, Access to Electronic
Networks; 7:140, Search and Seizure; 7:180, Prevention of and Response to Bullying,

The footnotes are not intended to be part of the adopted policy; they should be removed before the policy is adopted.

1 This policy is optional. It concerns an area in which the law is unsettled. This policy contains an item on which
collective bargaining may be required. Any policy that impacts upon wages, hours, and terms and conditions of
employment, is subject to collective bargaining upon request by the employee representative, even if the policy involves an
inherent managerial right. Consult the board attomney and the district’s information technology professional(s) for advice to
create a legally sound program that fits your district’s mission statement for instruction.

2 Customize paragraphs 1-8 to reflect the how the program will align with the board’s mission statement for instruction

and goals for its program.
3 105 ILCS 5/27-13.3 and 47 C.F.R. §-54.520(c)(1)(i) require Internet safety instruction. See f/n in 6:60,

Curriculum Content for more discussion.

4 Districts may want to consider a guest network, similar to what hotels and other service industry hosts provide to their
customers. This can protect a district’s network from malicious software, which is discussed in f/n 5 below.

5 Care must be taken fo comply with the Children’s Internet Protection Act (CIPA) (47 U.S.C. §254). CIPA requires
the district to provide content filters, blocking lists, or district monitoring of Internet website traffic for patterns of usage that
could indicate inappropriate network usage. While a program using district-owned technology devices is always subject to
the district’s electronic network rules, a BYOT program creates the possibility for students to bypass the district’s electronic
network and access the Internet through their own wireless providers’ signals. This bypass complicates a district’s duty
under CIPA because it cannot guarantee students use its electronic network; preventing bypassing is hard for school officials
to control.

Consult the board attorney about managing CIPA compliance issues in the context of a BYOT program. This sample
policy is conservative, and it requires that CIPA govern the use of any BYOT device’s Internet access capability while the
device is at school. If the board will allow a student to bypass the district’s electronic network and access his or her wireless
providers’ signals, consult the board attorney.

Care must also be taken to reduce the electronic network’s vulnerability to malicious viruses and malware. Malicious
viruses and malware are increasingly being targeted to smartphone users. This is evidenced by the Federal Trade
Commission (FTC) filing lawsuits around the country accusing companies of ordering or engineering the sending of
hundreds of millions of spam text messages to mobile phone users. The district may want to require students to ensure their
BYOT devices contain an anti-virus and/or anti-malware software product. While many of these software products are free,
some are not. Requiring all BYOT devices to have this type of software presents equity issues between students because it
may require parents/guardians to spend funds to participate (see the discussion in f/n 6 below).
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Intimidation, and Harassment; 7:190, Student Behavior; and-7:340, Student Records: and
7:345, Use of Educational Technologies; Student Data Privacy and Security. 6

6. Provide relevant staff members with BYOT professional development opportunities,
including the provision of: 7

a.

b.

C.

Classroom management information about issues associated with the program, e.g.,

technical support, responsible use, etc.;
A copy of or access to this policy and any building-specific rules for the program;

Additional training, if necessary, about 5:170, Copyright, and

The footnotes are not intended to be part of the adopted policy; they should be removed before the policy is adopted.
6 A BYOT program must continue to follow established policies. Boards may use this alternative, “Align with

established Board policies.” ‘
Managing the following issues may require a consultation with the board attorney:

1. .

bl

7.

4:140, Waiver of Student Fees, needs examination because most BYOT programs require parents/guardians
to spend funds to participate. 105 ILCS 5/10-20.13 requires districts, at a minimum, to waive charges for
textbooks and other fees for children whose families are unable to afford them. See also policy 6:210,
Instructional Materials, stating that district classrooms and learning centers should be equipped with an
evenly-proportioned, wide assortment of instructional materials, including textbooks, workbooks, audio-

visual materials, and electronic materials.
Management issues concerning 5:125, Personal Technology and Social Media; Usage and Conduct, and

5:170, Copyright are discussed in f/ns 7 and 8 below.

6.120, Education of Children with Disabilities, requires consideration for students with disabilities when
integrating any technology programs into the educational environment. As with district-provided devices
(often referred to as I:] technology programs), devices must be accessible to students with disabilities,
including those who are blind, have low vision or have a disability that affects their ability to access print
information. The use of mobile devices that do not allow a student with a disability to access the instructional
materials would be a violation of the student’s right under the Individuals With Disabilities Education Act
(IDEA) (20 U.S.C. §1400 et seq.).

6:235, Access to Electronic Networks, is discussed in f/n 5 above.

7:140, Search and Seizure, still applies in a BYOT program. The Fourth Amendment protects individuals
from searches only when the person has a legitimate expectation of privacy. However, 105 ILCS 5/10-22.6(¢)
allows school officials to inspect the personal effects left by a student on property owned or controlled by the
school, e.g., lockers, desks, and parking lots. Many cases suggest that to search a student’s possessions left in
the locker, school officials need individualized suspicion of wrongdoing. Many of the issues re: the search of
electronic devices that are discussed in 7:190-AP6, Guidelines for Investigating Sexting Allegations, will
apply to investigations involving BYOT devices. To minimize mediating with law enforcement for
parents/guardians about confiscated devices, districts should distinguish whether they are acting upon their
own initiative or need to contact law enforcement. See f/ns in policy 7:140, Search and Seizure, and the
policy’s Seizure of Property subhead.

7:180, Prevention of and Response to Bullying, Intimidation, and Harassment, and 7:190, Student Behavior,
present similar issues to #3 and #4 above. Students must be aware that traditional expectations for appropriate
behavior, and the consequences for inappropriate behavior, apply to a BYOT program.

See 7:340, Student Records. The law is not clear whether materials created by students . participating in a
BYOT program through a district’s network access are school student records.

%8. 7:345, Use of Educational Technologies: Student Data Privacy and Security, requires districts to complv with

the Student Online Personal Protection Act (SOPPA), 105 ILCS 85/, amended by P.A. 101-516: see also 23

Nl.Admin.Code Part 380. Implementation of a BYOT program does not exempt a district from complving
with SOPPA’s contractual and security mandates. including implementation and maintenance of reasonable
security procedures and practices designed to protect student’s covered information. Reasonable security

practice guidance adopted by ISBE recommends. in part. that districts create a separate wireless network for

personal or untrusted devices. See 7:345 at f/n 11 for more information.

7 See f/in 1 above re: collective bargaining. Moving forward without properly training educators to manage BYOT
issues may create pedagogical problems. One option for this training is to incorporate it into the training required during the
in-service on educator ethics, teacher-student conduct, and school employee-student conduct required by board policy 5:120,
Employee Ethics; Conduct; and Conflict of Interest. Many issues involved in BYOT programs intersect with maintenance of
appropriate behavior and policy 5:125, Personal Technology and Social Media,; Usage and Conduct.

6:220
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d. Information concerning appropriate behavior of staff members as required by State law
and policy 5:120, Employee Ethics, Conduct; and Conflict of Interest. 8

7. Provide a method to inform parents/guardians and students about this policy.

8. Include the program in the annual report to the Board as required under policy 6:10,
Education Philosophy and Objectives.

The District reserves the right to discontinue its BYOT program at any time. The District does not
provide liability protection for BYOT devices, and it is not responsible for any damages to them.

Responsible Use 9

The District recognizes students participating in the program as responsible young adults and holds
high expectations of their conduct in connection with their participation in the program. Teachers may
encourage students to bring their own devices as supplemental in-class materials when: (a) using the
devices will appropriately enhance, or otherwise illustrate, the subjects being taught; (b) the Building
Principal has approved their use and found that their use is age-appropriate; and (c) the student’s
parent/guardian has signed the Bring Your Own Technology (BYOT) Program Participation
Authorization and Responsible Use Agreement Form. A student’s right to privacy in his or her device
is limited; any reasonable suspicion of activities that violate law or Board policies will be treated

according to policy 7:140, Search and Seizure.

Responsible use in the program incorporates into this policy the individual’s Acceptable Use of
Electronic Networks agreement pursuant to policy 6:235, Access to Electronic Networks. Responsible
use also incorporates the established usage and conduct rules in policy 5:125, Personal Technology
and Social Media;—andPersonal-Technology: Usage and Conduct, for staff and 7:190, Student
Behavior, for students. Failure to follow these rules and the specific BYOT program student
guidelines may result in: (a) the loss of access to the District’s electronic network and/or student’s
BYOT privileges; (b) disciplinary action pursuant to 7:190, Student Behavior; 7:200, Suspension
Procedures; or 7:210, Expulsion Procedures; and/or (c) appropriate legal action, including referrals
of suspected or alleged criminal acts to appropriate law enforcement agencies.

The footnotes are not intended to be part of the adopted policy; they should be removed before the policy is adopted.

8 23 111 Admin.Code §22.20 and 105 ILCS 5/21B-75, amended by P.A. 102-55299-455,

9 This section provides general guidelines. A BYOT program will require a parent/guardian authorization to participate
in it and specific guidelines for students. See 6:220-E1, Authorization to Participate in_the Bring Your Own Technology
(BYOT) Program; Responsible Use and Conduct Agreement; 6:220-E2, Bring Your Own Technology (BYOT) Program
Student Guidelines; and 6:235-ES5, Children’s Online Privacy Protection Act. See fins 7 and 8 above re: teachers’ guidelines.
See fin 1, above discussing how the application of additional guidelines for teachers may have collective bargaining

implications.
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LEGAL REF.:

CROSS REF.:

6:220

‘15 U.S.C. §§6501-6508, Children’s Online Privacy Protection Act, implemented

by 16 C.F.R. Part 312, Children’s Online Privacy Protection Rule.
20 U.S.C §6751 et seq., Enhancing Education Through Technology Act.
47 U.S.C. §254(h) and (1), Children’s Internet Protection Act.
47 C.F.R. Part 54, Subpart F, Universal Service Support for Schools and Libraries.

105 ILCS 5/10-20.28.

1:30 (School District Philosophy), 4:140 (Waiver of Student Fees), 5:120
(Employee Ethics; Conduct; and Conflict of Interest), 5:125 (Personal
Technology and Social Media; Usage and Conduct), 5:170 (Copyright), 6:10
(Educational Philosophy and Objectives), 6:40 (Curriculum Development), 6:120
(Education of Children with Disabilities), 6:210 (Instructional Materials), 6:235
(Access to Electronic Networks), 7:140 (Search and Seizure), 7:180 (Prevention
of and Response to Bullying, Intimidation, and Harassment), 7:190 (Student

Behavior), 7:340 (Student Records)
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