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Proposed Site Preservation  
                            & Historical Marker....                           
Out lot H, Liberty on the Lake (currently designated as open green space) is near 
the intersection of Manning Ave. & Highway 12 and adjacent to the Washington 
county walk/bike trail, Rutherford Road, & Rutherford Elementary School. 
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Why preserve the site & have a historical marker? 
Utilize dedicated green space to preserve & share unique history of the area.

Historic Rutherford Neighborhood Twin City Lines St. Paul & Stillwater Streetcar Line 



Historic Rutherford Neighborhood….
In 1969 Mildred Abbetmeyer Newman wrote & published book on the 
Rutherford Neighborhood. 
  

- 7/25/21 Stillwater Gazette, Brent Peterson’s Back in Time column.  



Historic Rutherford Neighborhood….
Farming community 3 miles west of Stillwater, in Washington County (circled in map below), was 
homesteaded in the 1840s & 1850s primarily by families from northeastern US including the 
Boutwell, Brosious, Masterman, Newman, Powell, Ramsden, Rutherford, Taft, & Webster families.  
  

- Map images from 1901 Washington County Plat Book 
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Historic Rutherford Neighborhood….
As the community grew the Rutherford family donated land in 1850s for a cemetery and schoolhouse.  
Rutherford School (District #7) was located on Stillwater Road (now Boutwell Road) and closed in 1912.  
                                         The Rutherford cemetery (located on Manning Ave) still serves the community today. 

- Map image from 1901 Washington County Plat Book 
Location of current Rutherford Elementary School
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Historic Rutherford Neighborhood….
Originally named Browns Creek Elementary local residents successfully petitioned to have the 
name changed to Rutherford Elementary to honor the history of the Rutherford Neighborhood. 
  

Additionally, inspired by the original district # 7 Rutherford schoolhouse architects designed the main 
entrance to Rutherford Elementary in recognition of the school’s unique history.  



Extended the Twin City Lines streetcar 
system to Stillwater in 1899.  The St. 

Paul & Stillwater interurban line 
enabled people to travel by streetcar 

from Stillwater all the way to Excelsior.  

St. Paul & Stillwater Streetcar line….

-  Map images from 1914 Twin City Lines Streetcar Line Map 
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Provided public transportation for the city of 
Stillwater passing by the Carnegie Library, St. 
Croix Drug Company @ corner of Chestnut & 

Main Street, and stopping at the Stillwater 
Depot.  The line was used until 1932.  

St. Paul & Stillwater Streetcar line….

- 1906 postcard images 



Traveled across and through the middle of 
the historic Rutherford Neighborhood and 

along the shoreline of McKusick Lake.

1906 postcard photo taken 
at this point in streetcar 

line as interurban car 
approached Parents Siding. 

Parents Siding and 
Masterman’s Crossing 

(near intersection of 
Manning Ave & Hwy 12) 

served historic Rutherford 
Neighborhood

St. Paul & Stillwater Streetcar line….

-  Map image from 1914 Twin City Lines Streetcar Line Map 
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St. Paul & Stillwater Streetcar line….
Parents Siding – allowed interurban cars going in opposite directions (to St. Paul & Stillwater) to pass.  

March 16th – 17th 1917 snowstorm buries St. Paul & Stillwater interurban car @ Parents Siding - 1/2 mile NE of proposed historical marker.

- Stillwater Gazette



St. Paul & Stillwater Streetcar line….

Clarence Newman Family Barn

Masterman’s Crossing - named after Rutherford Neighborhood resident Albion Masterman (farm nearby).

Above:  Opposing 1913 views of Masterman’s Crossing - approx 200 yards SW of proposed historical site & marker.  

Streetcar leaving 
Masterman’s 

Crossing in route to 
St Paul

- Stillwater Gazette :  June 14th & 15th, 1918 Priscilla Club (Rutherford Neighborhood women’s volunteer community service club) raised $494.20 for Red Cross.
    

With Twin City Lines Streetcar Company’s support up to 600 people attend Red Cross fundraiser @ Clarence Newman’s barn – June 14, 1918. 



Proposed Site Preservation & Historical Marker…. 
Utilize dedicated green space to preserve & share unique history of the area.

The original Rutherford school bell was presented to the school by the 
Kroening (Newman) family @ Rutherford Elementary dedication.    

Underneath all the overgrown/fallen trees & brush is a portion of the 
original St. Paul & Stillwater streetcar line including a cow pass.  When 
the land is cleaned up & preserved, and small portion of the streetcar 

line is restored, it would be easily seen from county walk/bike path. 
Historical marker 
location could be 

positioned to provide a 
clear line of sight to 

front entrance of 
Rutherford Elementary 
School AND restored 
St. Paul & Stillwater 

streetcar line bed PLUS 
provide information 

regarding historic  
Rutherford 

Neighborhood, 
streetcar line, and 

local native Americans 
that pre-date the 

Rutherford 
Neighborhood.   



Proposed Site Preservation 
 & Historical Marker.…

Will require a partnership with Washington County, City of 
Stillwater School Board, & Kroening (Newman) family.   

1. Kroening (Newman) family is interested in donating land (Out lot H) to Stillwater school district.   2025 property taxes - $60.00. 
2. Brent Peterson (Executive Director of the Washington County Historical Society) & Aaron Isaacs  (Minnesota Streetcar Museum 

Board Chair) support proposal & are interested in providing their expertise to help preserve the site & install a historical marker. 
3. Bob Kroening is interested in volunteering to lead representative team to create site plan & submit grants to secure required funding.  
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