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Note: The Board has adopted an innovation plan that affects 

application of provisions in this legally referenced policy.  

The District’s innovation plan can be found at 

http://www.dentonisd.org/doi.  

As a condition of receiving assistance under Title I, Part A of the El-

ementary and Secondary Education Act (ESEA) (20 U.S.C. 6301 et 

seq.), a district shall, at the beginning of each school year, notify 

the parents of each student attending any school receiving such 

funds that the parents may request, and the district shall provide 

the parents on request (and in a timely manner), information re-

garding the professional qualifications of the student’s classroom 

teachers, including, at a minimum, the following: 

1. Whether the student’s teacher:  

a. Has met state qualification and licensing criteria for the 

grade levels and subject areas in which the teacher pro-

vides instruction; 

b. Is teaching under emergency or other provisional status 

through which state qualification or licensing criteria 

have been waived; and 

c. Is teaching in the field of discipline of the certification of 

the teacher. 

2. Whether the child is provided services by paraprofessionals 

and, if so, their qualifications. 

20 U.S.C. 6312(e)(1)(A) 

A school that receives such federal funds shall also provide to each 

individual parent of a child who is a student in such school, with re-

spect to such student, timely notice that the student has been as-

signed, or has been taught for four or more consecutive weeks by, 

a teacher who does not meet applicable state certification or licen-

sure requirements at the grade level and subject area in which the 

teacher has been assigned. 

20 U.S.C. 6312(e)(1)(B)(ii) 

If a district assigns an inappropriately certified or uncertified 

teacher (as defined below) to the same classroom for more than 30 

consecutive instructional days during the same school year, it shall 

provide written notice of the assignment to the parents or guardi-

ans of each student in that classroom. 

A superintendent shall provide the notice not later than the 30th 

instructional day after the date of the assignment of the 
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inappropriately certified or uncertified teacher.  A district shall make 

a good-faith effort to ensure that the notice is provided in a bilingual 

form to any parent or guardian whose primary language is not 

English.  A district shall retain a copy of the notice and make 

information relating to teacher certification available to the public 

on request. 

An “inappropriately certified or uncertified teacher” includes an indi-

vidual serving on an emergency certificate or an individual who 

does not hold any certificate or permit. It does not include an indi-

vidual who is: 

1. Certified and assigned to teach a class or classes outside his 

or her area of certification, as determined by SBEC rules 

specifying the certificate required for an assignment; 

2. Serving on a certificate issued due to a hearing impairment; 

3. Serving on a certificate issued pursuant to enrollment in an 

approved alternative certification program; 

4. Certified by another state or country and serving on a certifi-

cate issued under Education Code 21.052; 

5. Serving on a school district teaching permit; or 

6. Employed under a waiver granted by the commissioner of ed-

ucation. 

Education Code 21.057; 19 TAC 231.1 

A person may not be employed as a teacher, teacher intern or 

teacher trainee, librarian, educational aide, administrator, educa-

tional diagnostician, or school counselor by a district unless the 

person holds an appropriate certificate or permit.  A person who 

desires to teach shall present the person’s certificate for filing with 

a district before the person’s contract with a board is binding. 

A person employed by a district as an educational diagnostician 

before September 1, 2008, may continue employment with the dis-

trict without obtaining a certificate or permit as an educational diag-

nostician so long as the person is employed by that district. 

A person is not required to hold a certificate under Education Code 

21.0487 to be employed by a district as a Junior Reserve Officer 

Training Corps instructor. 

An educator who does not hold a valid certificate may not be paid 

for teaching or work done before the effective date of issuance of a 

valid certificate.   

Education Code 21.003(a), .053(a), (b), .0487(d) 
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A person may not be employed by a district as an audiologist, 

occupational therapist, physical therapist, physician, nurse, school 

psychologist, associate school psychologist, licensed professional 

counselor, marriage and family therapist, social worker, or speech 

language pathologist unless the person is licensed by the state 

agency that licenses that profession.  A person may perform 

specific services within those professions for a district only if the 

person holds the appropriate credentials from the appropriate state 

agency. 

A person employed by a district before September 1, 2011, to per-

form marriage and family therapy is not required to hold a license 

as a marriage and family therapist as long as the person remains 

employed by the district. 

Education Code 21.003(b) 

A district may issue a school district teaching permit and employ as 

a teacher a person who does not hold a teaching certificate issued 

by SBEC.  To be eligible for a school district teaching permit, a per-

son must hold a baccalaureate degree.  Education Code 

21.055(a)–(b) 

Promptly after employing a person under a school district permit, a 

district shall send a written statement to the commissioner.  This 

statement must identify the person, the person’s qualifications as a 

teacher, and the subject or class the person will teach.  The person 

may teach the subject or class pending action by the 

commissioner. 

Not later than the 30th day after the commissioner receives a dis-

trict’s statement, the commissioner may inform the district that the 

person is not qualified to teach.  The person may not teach if the 

commissioner finds that the person is not qualified.  If the commis-

sioner fails to act before the 30th day after receiving the statement, 

a district may issue the school district teaching permit and the per-

son may teach the subject or class identified in the statement sent 

to the commissioner. 

Education Code 21.055(c)–(d) 

The following requirements do not apply to a person who will teach 

only noncore academic career and technical education courses: 

1. The requirement to hold a baccalaureate degree; 

2. The requirement that the district send a written statement to 

the commissioner identifying the person, the person’s qualifi-

cations as a teacher, and the subject or class the person will 

teach; and 
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3. The requirement that the commissioner inform the district in 

writing if the commissioner finds the person to be not qualified 

to teach.   

A board may issue a school district teaching permit to a person 

who will teach courses only in career and technical education 

based on qualifications certified by the superintendent.  Qualifica-

tions must include demonstrated subject matter expertise such as 

professional work experience, formal training and education, hold-

ing an active professional relevant industry license, certification, or 

registration, or any combination of work experience, training and 

education, or industry license, certification, or registration, in the 

subject matter to be taught.   

The superintendent shall certify to the board that a new employee 

has undergone a criminal background check and is capable of 

proper classroom management.  A district shall require a new em-

ployee to obtain at least 20 hours of classroom management train-

ing and to comply with continuing education requirements as deter-

mined by the board.   

A person may teach a career and technical education course im-

mediately upon issuance of a permit.  Promptly after employing a 

person who qualifies under Education Code 21.055(d-1), the board 

shall send to the commissioner a written statement identifying the 

person, the course the person will teach, and the person’s qualifi-

cations to teach the course. 

Education Code 21.055(d-1) 

A school district teaching permit remains valid unless the district is-

suing the permit revokes it for cause.  A person authorized to teach 

under a school district teaching permit issued by a particular district 

may not teach in another school district unless that other district 

complies with the permit-issuing provisions.  Education Code 

21.055(e) 

Educational aides shall be certified according to standards estab-

lished by the State Board for Educator Certification.  19 TAC 

230.51  

Teachers and paraprofessionals working in a program supported 

with funds under Title I, Part A of the Elementary and Secondary 

Education Act (20 U.S.C. 6301 et seq.) shall meet applicable state 

certification and licensure requirements, including any require-

ments for certification obtained through alternative routes to certifi-

cation.  20 U.S.C. 6311(g)(2)(J), 6312(c)(6) 
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Each person employed as a special education teacher who 

teaches elementary school, middle school, or secondary school 

must:  

1. Have obtained full state certification as a special education 

teacher [including participating in an alternate route to certifi-

cation as a special educator, if such alternate route meets 

minimum requirements described in 34 C.F.R. 

2005.56(a)(2)(ii) as in effect November 28, 2008], or passed 

the state special education teacher licensing examination, 

and holds a license to teach in the state as a special educa-

tion teacher; 

2. Have not had special education certification or licensure re-

quirements waived on an emergency, temporary, or provi-

sional basis; and 

3. Hold at least a bachelor’s degree. 

20 U.S.C. 1412(a)(14)(C) 

A district employee who serves as head director of a school march-

ing band, head coach, or chief sponsor of an extracurricular ath-

letic activity (including cheerleading) that is sponsored or sanc-

tioned by the district or UIL must maintain and submit to the district 

proof of current certification in first aid and cardiopulmonary resus-

citation issued by the American Red Cross, the American Heart As-

sociation, or another organization that provides equivalent training 

and certification.  A district shall adopt procedures for administering 

this requirement, including procedures for the time and manner in 

which proof of current certification must be submitted.  Education 

Code 33.086 

Each school nurse, assistant school nurse, athletic coach or spon-

sor, physical education instructor, marching band director, cheer-

leading coach, and any other employee specified by the commis-

sioner must receive and maintain certification in the use of an 

automated external defibrillator (AED) from the American Heart As-

sociation, the American Red Cross, or a similar nationally recog-

nized association.  Education Code 22.902  [See DMA] 

For purposes of the following provisions, a “school bus driver” is a 

driver transporting school children and/or school personnel on 

routes to and from school or on a school-related activity trip while 

operating a multifunction school activity bus, school activity bus, or 

school bus.  37 TAC 14.1  [See CNA] 

At a minimum, to become employed and maintain employment 

status as a school bus driver, a person must meet the following 

requirements: 
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1. Be at least 18 years old. 

2. Possess a valid driver’s license designating a class appropri-

ate (with applicable endorsement, if commercial driver li-

cense) for the gross vehicle weight rating and manufacturer’s 

designed passenger capacity of the vehicle to be operated. 

3. Meet the medical qualifications specified by the Department 

of Public Safety (DPS) at 37 Administrative Code 14.12.  [See 

DBB] 

4. Maintain an acceptable driving record in accordance with the 

minimum standards established by the DPS at 37 Administra-

tive Code 14.14. 

5. Maintain an acceptable criminal history record, secured from 

any law enforcement agency or criminal justice agency, and 

reviewed in accordance with the provisions of Education 

Code Chapter 22.  [See DBAA] 

6. Possess a valid Texas School Bus Driver Safety Training 

Certificate, as specified at 37 Administrative Code 14.35 or a 

valid Enrollment Certificate, as specified at 37 Administrative 

Code 14.36. 

Transp. Code 521.022; 37 TAC 14.11, .12, .14 

An applicant for employment as a school bus driver must disclose 

to the district: 

1. Any violations of motor vehicle laws or ordinances (other than 

parking violations) of which the applicant was convicted or for-

feited bond or collateral during the three years preceding the 

date the application is submitted;  

2. Any serious traffic violations, as defined by Transportation 

Code 522.003(25), of which the applicant was convicted dur-

ing the ten years preceding the date the application is submit-

ted; and 

3. Any suspension, revocation, or cancellation of driving privi-

lege that the applicant has ever received. 

The district shall make an inquiry into the applicant’s complete driv-

ing record, with DPS and with any state in which the applicant held 

a motor vehicle operator’s license or permit within the past seven 

years.  If no previous driving record is found to exist, the district 

must document its efforts to obtain such information and certify that 

no previous driving record exists for the individual. 
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The district shall review the applicant’s driving record to determine 

whether that person meets minimum requirements, as described at 

37 Administrative Code 14.14(d) (penalty points for convictions of 

traffic law violations and crash involvements). 

37 TAC 14.14(b) 

A district shall, at least once every 12 months, make an inquiry into 

the complete driving record of each school bus driver it employs, 

with DPS and with any state in which the individual held a motor 

vehicle operator’s license or permit during that time period.  The 

district shall review the driving record to determine whether the 

individual meets the minimum requirements described at 37 

Administrative Code 14.14(d) (penalty points for convictions of 

traffic law violations and crash involvements).  Transp. Code 

521.022(d); 37 TAC 14.14(c) 

Any person who has accumulated ten or more penalty points shall 

be considered ineligible to transport students until such time as he 

or she may become qualified.  A school bus driver who receives 

notice that his or her license, permit, or privilege to operate a motor 

vehicle has been revoked, suspended, or withdrawn shall notify the 

district of the contents of the notice before the end of the business 

day following the day the driver received it.  A district shall not per-

mit a disqualified driver to drive a school bus, school activity bus, 

or multifunction school activity bus.  37 TAC 14.14(g) 

The following records on professional personnel must be readily 

available for review by the commissioner: 

1. Credentials (certificate or license); 

2. Service record(s) and any attachments; 

3. Contract; 

4. Teaching schedule or other assignment record; and 

5. Absence from duty reports. 

The basic document in support of the number of years of profes-

sional service claimed for salary increment purposes and both the 

state’s sick and personal leave program data for all personnel is 

the service record (form FIN-115) or a similar form containing the 

same information.  It is the responsibility of the issuing district to 

ensure that service records are true and correct and that all service 

recorded on the service record was actually performed. 

The service record must be validated by a person designated by a 

district to sign service records.  The service record shall be kept on 

file at the district. 
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On request by a classroom teacher, librarian, school counselor, or 

nurse or by the school district employing one of those individuals, a 

district that previously employed the individual shall provide a copy 

of the individual’s service record to the district employing the indi-

vidual.  The district must provide the copy not later than the 30th 

day after the later of: 

1. The date the request is made; or 

2. The date of the last day of the individual’s service to the dis-

trict. 

The original service record, signed by the employee, shall be given 

to the employee upon request or sent to the next employing dis-

trict.  A district must maintain a legible copy for audit purposes.  A 

scanned version of the original service record may be considered 

official if sent directly from one employing district to another em-

ploying district. 

Education Code 21.4031; 19 TAC 153.1021(b), (d) 

With regard to public access to information in personnel records, 

custodians of such records shall adhere to the requirements of the 

Public Information Law.  Gov’t Code Ch. 552  [See GBA] 

Information in a personnel file is excepted from the requirements of 

the Public Information Law if the disclosure would constitute a 

clearly unwarranted invasion of personal privacy. 

Except as provided below, an employee of a district shall choose 

whether to allow public access to information in the district’s cus-

tody that relates to the employee’s home address, home telephone 

number, emergency contact information, or social security number, 

or that reveals whether the person has family members. 

Gov’t Code 552.024, .102(a)  

The social security number of an employee of a district in the cus-

tody of the district is confidential.  A district may not require an em-

ployee or former employee of the district to choose whether to al-

low public access to the employee’s or former employee's social 

security number.  Gov’t Code 552.024(a-1), .147(a-1) 

All information in the personnel file of a district employee shall be 

made available to that employee or the employee’s designated 

representative as public information is made available under the 

Public Information Law.  An employee or an employee’s authorized 

representative has a special right of access, beyond the right of the 

general public, to information held by a district that relates to the 
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employee and that is protected from public disclosure by laws in-

tended to protect the employee’s privacy interests. 

A district may not deny to the employee or his or her representative 

access to information relating to the employee on the grounds that 

the information is considered confidential by privacy principles un-

der the Public Information Law.  A district may assert as grounds 

for denial of access other provisions of the Public Information Law 

or other laws that are not intended to protect the employee’s pri-

vacy interests. 

If a district determines that information in the employee’s records is 

exempt from disclosure under an exception of Government Code 

Chapter 552, Subchapter C, other than an exception intended to 

protect the privacy interest of the requestor or the person whom 

the requestor is authorized to represent, it shall submit a written re-

quest for a decision to the attorney general before disclosing the 

information.  If a decision is not requested, a district shall release 

the information to the requestor not later than the tenth day after 

the request for information is received. 

Gov’t Code 552.023, .102(a), .307 


