ov  “1 was that one kid teachers secretly
did not want in their class.”

Categary: Unsstegarizes By: Liz Dupont-Dishl | Leave a Comment

Today's Initiation ana Installation ceremony at East Hartford High School was a great

success, with Career Association officers and members swomn in before ilustrious

EHHS alumnisuch as U.S. Congressman John Larson, Senator Tim Larson, Richard

F. Kehoe, City Counci President and State Director for U.S. Senator Richard

Blumenthal, and State Representative Jason Rojas. Also present was State

Representahve Henry Genga vho shared rus 0N experiences a5 2 JAG Specialist at
! EHHS.

JAG Career Association Presidents
John Drew and Marangelys Suarez
offered remarks, followed by the
elected officials, and Dr. Martin Estey
of the Hartford Consortium for Higher
Education, JAG's parent program.

John Brew contrasted is high school
experience before and after becoming
involved with JAG, vrhich he credited with helprng l'um focus and do better at schoul and
af vrork. ~

*| vras that one kid teachers secretly
did not want in their class,* John said.
*...JAG is what unlocked that special
part of my brain and made me start
thinking and realizing that good things
arent going to just come to me. K|
wiant 2 successful future, the
beginning of that road stars now...|
uset to look at my report card and be
happy wrth Ds because that's what you needed to get credit....| made a huge fransition




" o JAG CT Wins Second Place in
National Employability Skills

B ooy unezsmrmsr 5 tepusovnien teme 3 Cavmae

John Drew, 8 s2nior et East Harford High Sohool, won Sesand Placz in a
national amployability contast this waakand at the JAG National Studant
Leadaship Academy in Washington, DC.

John 5 a pasticipant in Jobs far
Amaiica's Gradusatas (JAG)CT
program, and ha travalag to NSLA
with four othar studants from
Manchastar, Naw Britsin and Naw
Havan. Alltha studants aftanding
took pait in exxanaiva Lapdarship
Fraintng s253i0ns, with groups that
mcluded othar JAG studants from
areund the country, and aach
studant wil b= making a prasantation to thair clazsmatas and school
administrators upon thair mtum. Othar studants sttending warz Mylaisha Oriz of
Naw Britein High, Misha=i Scotchman of the Naw Britain High School Setaiita
Carzers Agadamy. Thalia Longo of Manchastar High, and Jairo Clas of HThouse
High School In Naw Havan. Thafia Longo s'so sompatad, In Publis Spasking.

The Employabidy Skils avant involvad daveioping a latiar of application and a
rasuma fos a simulatad Job opzning. Candidatzs than toak part in & simuatad
intarviaw, Contastants were reted on naatnass, spaling and grammar. contant
and eomplatanass, and pasonsl presantation.

John want ap a2xim milz and alza
dalvared a handwritt2n thank-you
nota aftar hiz intarvizwv.

“JAG has madz2 m= reaiza tha
dafinitian of hasd work,” Johin said.
“It's made ma r2piiz2 thst whan
you put 100 pareani 2ffort Into
avarything you do., good cutcomzs
will msuit...Bzfors | was that ons
kid in tha back of tha efass wha
would do nothing and eauszz disruptions...JAG is what uniockad that spasiel part
of my brain and mada ms raafza that good things aren't going to just coma 1o mz,
H | want to pursu2 a supcessful futes, tha bagining of thet road starts now.”
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Mayor, Commissioner, Honor New
Haven JAG Students

Caiegory: Uncategonzed Sy: Lz Dupant-Drahl | Leave 5 Comment

New Haven's first Infiiation and Installation (1&1) Ceremony was a festive and well
attended event, with Mayor Toni Harp, state of Connecticut Labor Department
Commissiener Sharon M. Paimer, Superintendent Garth Harries, Senator Gary
Winfield, and many other district and community leaders turning out to recognize JAG'S
students being formally sworn in to the Career Assoclation.

But student contributions had equal weight, with a riveting musical performance by
Ravel Marlinez and moving spaech by Career Association President Zakeya Herring.
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‘I knows the name can lead to thinking
this Is just about jobs but this program
is so much more than that,” Ms.
Herring said. *JAG is 2 vay to help
people establish and develop values
and personaiized goals. its has taught
us about professionalism, diversily,
lezdership, pushes us towant to get
involved in fiture civic and social
awareness and communily culreach

Mayor Harp lad off by thanking
Commissioner Palmer for helping
bring JAG to Connecticut and to New
Haven.

“This is vital to the health of the city,”
said Mayor Harp. “JAG helps young
people understand that good
academic attendance leads to good
employment, and each Job contains
the opportunity for lzarning and premotion and advancement.”

‘When | was teaching, | aaw a lot of very bright students who had barriers, but who had
potential® sald Commissionar Palmer. °| wish JAG had been there for them. | believe
this program can really change lives. Please remember to use your successes now to
support your families and communtias. Keep lzarning, be able to change when needed.”

Alderman Carlton Staggers used his keynote address to
urge students to focus en academics and to pay attention to
refationships. *Be nice to everyone,” he said. “You never
knovs who wili be siiting in front of you someday, interviewing
you for a job!®
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Articulate. Good eye contact. Clarity
ot thought. Mahu:e.
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