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Why this 

journey to a 

new 

elementary 

literacy 

curriculum 

started:

 MDE Dyslexia Law passed in October 2024

 Science of Reading Research

 MDE came out with a list of approved 

curriculum programs to choose from CKLA was 

rated the highest

 LOCS had to make a choice regarding 

curriculum programs on approved list in July 

2025 to apply for the 35m grant money from 

MDE



Thank you to all the staff who 

went on this journey!

31 teachers from all six elementary 

schools with all grade levels 

represented. 
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CKLA Amplify is built on the science of 

how kids learn to read

Word Recognition x Language 
Comprehension =

Reading to
gain meaning



Skills 
Strand | K–2

Knowledge 
Strand | K–2

CKLA program structure is grounded in research

3rd-5th Grade 
Integrated Strand



Knowledge Strand

Foundational Skills

K-2nd Grade Program Structure

● Phonemic awareness

● Phonics

● Deliberate reading and 

writing practice

● Building knowledge

● Vocabulary

● Sharing ideas



read decodable texts

map sounds to letters daily practice and 
reinforcement

write about text

Comprehensive Skills Instruction





Integrated Strand

Using Skills to Build Knowledge

● Close Reading

● Unpacking Complex Text

● Writing to Evidence

● Vocabulary in Context

● Response to Text

● Collaborative Conversations

● Morphology

● Grammar

● Spelling

3rd-5th Grade Program Structure





Student Quotes:

 I loved the poetry unit. I liked Haiku. I remember that haiku needs 
to be 5-7-5.

 I like learning how to there are so many ways to write poems. 

 My favorite unit is poetry. I like the poem "Mother Doesn’t Want a 
Dog." I remember in the poem Mother doesn’t want a dog and she 
kept saying that she doesn’t want a dog, but the child was telling 
the story and then the child said that I guess you want a snake. 

 My favorite unit is Rome because I like learning about Ancient Rome 
and all the fun characters. It will always be my favorite unit. 

 My favorite unit is Ancient Rome. I liked learning about Julius 
Ceasar. I remember looking at pictures of Ancient Ruins in Rome.

 My favorite units were Ancient Rome and Animal Classification. I 
liked learning about Julius Ceaser and the duck billed platypus. I 
will remember that the duck billed platypus is a mammal, but it 
lays eggs. 

 I loved learning how Julius Ceasar lived and how it was when they 
lived in Rome. Julius fought for the poor. 

 I liked learning about Ancient Rome. I remember when Julius 
crossed the Rubicon River and when he helped Cleopatra become 
Queen of Egypt. 



Parent 

Quotes:

A parent at conferences 
mentioned how much she 

loved the new reading units. 
She said that her daughter is 

always coming home and 
sharing about the topics. Her 
twin brother who was in the 

class next door was not a part 
of the CKLA pilot and did not 
come home talking about ELA 

as much.

Oh, and as a side note, if you are 

discussing the “body systems” part of the 

curriculum in your meeting, I just wanted 

to say that as a parent I find it 

wonderful! Eleanor is coming home and 

sharing so much information that she is 

retaining amazingly. I feel that with this 

subject matter she is leaps and bounds 

ahead of my older daughter. She finds the 

material interesting and engaging, and 

she’s learning to speak about her body 

and what it is doing in an eloquent and 

well “defined” manner. Again, I think this 

is a great subject matter to teach for 

their age group. I also say this as 

someone in the medical field as well.

I thought I would share just in case you 

need a “parent perspective.”



TIER 1:

Core instruction

● Student-driven, digital practice 

program 

● Data places students into 

personalized, adaptive learning path

● Delivers effortless differentiation for 

ALL students 

● Systematic foundational skills practice 

aligned to CKLA’s scope and 

sequence in games and e-reader texts

● Proven to boost reading proficiency



CKLA BOOST



CKLA 

BOOST



These 

results are 

based on 3 

½ months 

of a pilot.



Change Outcomes



Student Data 



Student Data 
Student with an IEP 

Student that went from high to higher

Student that had large growth

Student that speaks English as a second language



Teacher Voice

100% of pilot teachers felt 
that CKLA is superior in 

vocabulary to our current 
program.

100% of pilot teaches felt 
that CKLA has a better 
scope and sequence for 

print, grammar and 
conventions and is 

consistent with current 
research.

100% of pilot teachers felt 
that CKLA supports 

executive functioning skills 
for students.

100% of pilot teachers felt 
that CKLA is stronger with 

phonics and phonemic 
awareness.

Pilot team is recommending CKLA Amplify 

for the K-5 Literacy curriculum adoption.



Budget

$945,610.32  Total cost for Amplify 
    CKLA & PD grades K-5

-$614,553.00  35m grant (received 
    spring 2025)

$331,057.32  LOCS contribution

 Reminder that there is a potential for a 5% 
deduction in the student foundation 
allowance from MDE if a district does not 
adopt a literacy program from the MDE 
approved list. LOCS would also have to 
write a letter to the community stating 
why they have chosen not to adopt one of 
the MDE approved literacy programs.

 35m grant must be fully spent by 
September 30, 2026.



Questions?
Thank you for your time!
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