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ABOUT AMERICA'S C H O ICE
 

America's Choice is a new kind of educat iona l organ ization. We are a sofutton provid er , We 

offer comprehensive, proven solutions to the complex prob lems educators face in the era of 

accountability. 

America's Choice has an unp arallel ed hfstory as a nationa l thought leader and as the creator 

of research-baseo schoo l improvement solut ions th at work for states, dist ricts, and schools. 

We have traveled the world to learn how the most successrul schools and schoo l systems 

organ ize and systematica lly teach for results. We know how to help the millions of Ame rican 

students who are at risk of failing to catch up, to meet r igor ous academic sta ndards , and to 

succeed in school. And we know how to brin g out th e best in school leaders, coaches , and 

teachers . Our coherent , uniquely American solut ions help schools focus on teaching, learning, 

and results . 

Watch what our schoo ls across the country say about solut ions by America's Choice 
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OU R MISSION 

America's Cho ice is a m is sion-driven organtzatton. Everything we do Is directed 

.t ow a rds producing: 

Students who leave high school ready to do college work without remediat ion 

Schools we would want our childre n to att end 

Schools that can get all student s to high standards, no matter where they start 

I.lo,:e: '.: 
:.: 

About America's cn orcs »	 J El1l{/jj<Mi!l<lion 
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understandtng in 
mathematics; 
creati ng more 
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WHAT WE OFFER
 

The Am erica~s Choice School Design provides an unmatched combination of professional 

development, technical assistance, and high-quality materia ls to help turn around schools that 
have a substanti al group of students with diffI culty meet ing standards . The design Is 

customized for elementary, K-8, midd le, and high schools. 

Ramp-Up Literacy and Ramp-Up Mathem ati cs are comprehen sive inst ruction al systems 

designed to accelerate the learning of midd le and high school students who are two or more 

years behind grade level. These solut ions feat ure yearlong , couole-per tod classes to help 

students catch up. 

literacy Navigator and Mathematics NaVigator are modular inte rventions for element ary 

and secondary stude nts who are exper iencing diff iculty with specifi c topics. These interve ntion s 

suppleme nt any curriculum and stop achievement gaps befo re they start . 

America 's Choice Writing Aviator T... is an intensi ve, research-based writing program for 

stuoents who are work ing on grade level. I t improve s their Wri ting effectiveness and fluenc y 

and pre pares them For stat e t ests, college essays, and postsec ondary education and workp lace 

success. This carefull y sequenced, cohe rent program features intens ive inst ruction, a content ­

rich curncuiom, and dai ly practice in a one-hour class. 

The America 's C.hoice Coaching Program provid es district and school instr ucti onal coaches 

with targeted, systematic tr aining. 

District Partnerships help d istric ts design and implement coherent dist rictwide st rategies for 

curr iculum, inst ruction, assessment , and learn ing climat e-to opt imiz e performance for all 

students. 

The State Alliance for High Performance works with state education departments to 

impiement giobal best practices. We help create state-level policies and structures that help 

our students match or exceed the perfo rma nce of t heir peers in the world's hiqhe st -perrorrn lnq 

nations . 

Our Mission 

Our Staff 

What We Offer 

Our History 

District and State 
Partnerships 

State A lliance 
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A comprehensive, coherent, research -based solution for schools-elementary, K-81 

middle, and high-that im pr oves t he pe rformance of all students. 

For more than ten years, America' s Choice has been a proven turnaround partner ; we have 

helped over 1,000 schools across the count ry . We have the results you are looking for ­

improved stud ent achievem ent , hig her test scores, incre ased graduati on rates, fewer discipline 

problems, and more effe cti ve leadership and teaching. 

The America's Choice School Design helps districts and schools focus on fi ve crit ical elements of 

school im provement . 

1.	 Creat ing a standards-based system wit h assessments that monitor progress 

and info rm instr ucti on 

2,	 Aligning inst r uction t o standards and focusing t eaching on moving students 

from where they are to where they need to be 

3. Strengthening Instructional leadership 

4. Building professional learning communities 

5. Engaging parents and the community 

The America's Choice School Design is a coherent , comprehensive design t hat off ers 

except ional inst ruction al materials and st rategies with first- rate coaching and professional 

development. 

"America's Choice has produced slqniflca nt improvements in schools wh ere it has been 

implemented, helping to close the achievemen t gap and lift ing more students to high 

standard s," 

-	 The Education Innovator, U.S. Depart men t of Educati on, October 25, 2004 

and Assessments 
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Results 

I mple m en t at io n 
Commit m ents 

What People Are 
Saying 

Assessment and
 
Reporting On li n e
 

An o verv ie w of the 
School DesIgn, w ith 

Judy Codding, 
president of 

America's Choice, as 
well as educators 

and external 
evaluators . 
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Results The America's Choice School Design is a proven solu tion for schools with a record of poor 

perf ormance. We help turn arou nd schools wher e mo st stu den ts are havIng dif ficu lty meet ing state 
Sch o o l Des ig n 
Results 

standards across mult iple subj ects . 

Math NaVigator 
State Resu lts 

Results Aft er just one year in Amer ica's Choice schools, Arkansas elementary students outpaced 

Ram p- Up Math state ga ins in proficiency i n both literacy and mathematics . Ameri ca's Choice work s 

Resu lts with the lowest-perform ing schools acro ss th e state . 

Ramp-Up Litera cy 
Resul t s 

Over fou r yea rs, average annu al growth In 30 America's Choice middle schools In Geo rgia 

exceeded state grow t h In both English language arts and mat hemati cs. "Georgia's Choice" 

has yie lded long-term, statewIde results -and has met the Georgia Department of 

Conl erences 
& Events i 

Education 's challe nge to get at least 50 percent of st udents t o profl clencv on a new state 

test wi t hin th ree years . 
.. , 0 

Amer ica's Choice schools in Hawaii have made steady growth i n proficiency over five 
About years in both lit era cy and mathemat ics. Three schools t hat had been in restr uct uring met 

,. A/!I!; r iea's ' C~I Cl!!c " " 
~.P-#§~_"lfN AYP for the fir st t ime. 

Over t hree years, element ary , mi ddle, and high schools in Mississippi using the America's 

Choice School Desig n exc eeded the sta t e growth rate i n read ing, language, a nd 

m athematics. Eight of the fi rst 40 schools identi fied as the lowest perf orming in the state 

exited the "prior ity" list after ju st one year as Amer ica 's Choice schools. 

DistrIct Results 

Ame rIca's Choice schools in Rochester, NY, made substanttal tonq ..t erm gains in 

student a chi eve ment , particularl y fo r low-perfor min g and minor ity st udents, on state 

tests and ot her nat ionally normed measu res . The results come from an ind ependent, 

comprehens ive, longitud inal study of Ame rica's Cho ice school s. 

Over seven years, America's Choice school s In New York City topped st ate gains in English 

langu age art s and math emat ics. America 's Choice elementa ry st udents In almost 40 of t he 

tough est schools in th e d ist rict ex ceed ed state ga ins annually and cumu latively . 

Aft er ju st one year as America's Choice schools, thr ee Chicago K-8 schools made the city 's 

" t op SO ga iners" list for composit e increases on the sta te test . 

Niagara Falls, NY, is closing the gap w ith the state with dist rictw ide results on the 

state's Engiish language arts assessment. 

Duval County, FL, implemented the Ameri ca's Choice School Design in more than a t hird of 

its 160-pl us sch ools . The distr ict made stead y gro wt h in reading and mat hema tic s-and was 

r eco g n ize d by the state for the highest Increa se In "A"-rated schools, 

School Results 

William E, Doar Jr. Public Charter School for the Perform ing Arts in Washingt on, DC, 

selected the Ame rica's ch oice Scnool Design when it opened in 2004, In a strugg ling distri ct, 

t he school made AYP for the f irst time in its thi rd year of operation, 

In tw o years as an America's Choice school , Chattooga High School in ru ral Georqra 

i ncr ease d its graduation rate by 20 p ercent and improved stud ent performance in 

all subjects on graduation tests, The school also made AYP and improved results 

subst antially for students with disabilit ies. 

Page 1 of 1 
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Literacy l eadi ng m~them atlcs 
educator,hll Daro 01 

School Design It's Time For a New Approach to Math Intervention America's Choice exp la ins 
th e impetus behind the 

Coaching Prog ram Many educators are frustrated by the limited options they have for helping students	 America 's Choice 
Mathematics programs and who struggle with math . Research has shown that what holds students back is notProfessiona l s om e of its goals and 

Deve lopment only a lack of knowl edge, but also t he m isconceptlons they have developed over th e desIgn features. 
years. For students to succeed, interventions must not only ouuo skillSand problem 

Engl ish Langu age 
solving, but also identify and address mi sconception s,Learners 

Americ a's Choice math int erven tion s do all of this and more.District and State 
Partnerships 

Students struggling with math have different lev els of need, Some can be addressed 

Science with short- term Interv entl ons: othe rs requ ire mo re sustained and intensive attenti on . 

That is why Am erica 's Choice offers a tiered set of programs . You can also view how 

our math intervent ion programs fit In the Response to Intervention (RtI) model. 

'We had excellent results with Mathematics NaVigator and Ramp-Up Mathematics." News & 
White Papers - Nilene Quave , Principal, Pearl River Central Junio r School , Pearl River , MS 

"" ', ... :~. ' ..":~,r ., . -o , . 

_~.J~Lt:t'~~~,i:~· ' ';;> 

Conferences Mathem at iCS Navigator is a short-t erm , tier-two Interv ention prog ram that 

& Events helps st udents repaIr gaps and misco nceptio ns-a nd master concepts, skillS, 
and proble m solv ing th at are criti cal for success in algebra, geometr y, and~ Mathematics Grad es 2 - 1 0 
othe r high er Al evel courses. Naviga tor modules are 20 days 10 length andtlavigatorCSJ 

~	 augment th e on-grade cur r iculum with 3 5~4 5 m inutes of ta rgeted inst ructi on, 
delivered during, before or aft er school, or In sum m er school. 

Ramp·U p Mathematics IS a year- long , t ier - th ree comp rehens ive acceler ati on 
system specif ically ta rget ed to boost t he perfo rmance of secondary studen ts 
who are two or more years below grade level in mathematics. Ramp -Up to Pre­

~ Ramp-Up Grades 6 -9 Algebra and Ramp -Up to Algebra are design ed to accelera te learning , ra ise test 

Mathematics'" scores, break the cycle of fai lure , and establish a pattern of achie vement . 

~ Ram p-Up provides a replacement curr iculum and ex pand s the st anda rd penod 
to 90 mi nutes of instruct ion . 

R,am p~Up to Algebra for Calrfornia is a yearlon g algebra readiness program tha tRamp-Up to 
Grades 7-11 targets the concepts most cri ti cal to success in algebra while rebuilding

Algebra tor mathemat ica l foundat ions. 
California 

CONTACT US	 Copyr ight '0 20 11 Amer ica's Choice 

9/29/2011http: //www.americaschoice.org/mathematics 
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Offe rings> Literacy 

School Design All St udents Nee d t o Becom e Strong Readers an d Wri t ers. Now The y Can, 

Coaching Program For many students. lit eracy problems that begin In the elementary years t rigger a cycle
 

Professio nal
 of aceoermc fa ilu re in m iddl e and hig h school. Students who read far below grade level
 

Develo pm ent can't succeed in schoo l and ar e at r isk of dro pping out . Many st udents who are in on ­


gr ade pr ogr ams need str onger reading sk ills to thri ve as they delve Into new areas of
 
English Langu age
 

content and their t exts incre ase in complexity . And eve n st rong readers ma y lack theLearners
 
skill s to succeed in the craft of writing, eve n th ough it is increasingly im portant for high
 

District and Sta t e -stakes tests, the SAT. and for employers,
 
Part ner shi ps
 

America's Choice has developed a set of rev olutiona ry litera cy solut ions to help
 
Scie nce
 

stud ents become st ron g reader s and effective wri te rs . The y use authent ic lite rat ure, 

scaffolded wo rks hop s, and expllc lt instruct ion in the sk ills they need fo r succ ess. 

News & , Ramp -Up uter acv '" is a year long, com pre hensive acceler at ion sys tem 
specificalfy designed to b-oost the performance of second ary st udents who are 

,"*+ 

two or more years bel ow grad e lev el in li ter acy . Ram p- Up to Midd le Grades 
White Pap~ :s '.~ .~.1 

Ramp -Up 
Gra des 6 & 9 u teracv and Ramp -Up to Advanced LIteracy accelerate s lea rnin g, ra ise testResults 

li;-"~":;i;' . literacy~~~~ " 'N scores, break the cycle of fail ure, and esta blish a pattern of achieve ment . 
Ramp-Up provides a replacement curriculum and expa nds the stand ard per iod 

Conferences 
to 90 mi nutes of Instruction .

& Events 

Ramp -Up 
Lite racy Gra des 6 & 9 

for florida 

'- ';;:'3; 

Literacy Gra des 4-1 0
Navigatorf M 

== ~ 
{;'-:a Writing Grad es 2- 10

Aviator 

CONTACT US 

Ramp-Up li teracy "" for Florida has been approved as a Com prehe nsiv e 
Intervention Reading program for the state of Florida. 

Lite racy Navigator '''' 1$ a supplementary modular in tervent ion that uses 
powerfu l cog nitive research to build comprehension for rea ding in the con tent 
areas . 

America's Choi ce Writin g Aviator?" is a care fully sequ enced, coherent K- l0 
pro gram t hat provides ta rgeted, systematic instru ct ion and daily pr actice in 
wri ti ng, reinforced with reading . 

Copyright ~ 2011 America ·s Choice 

http: //www.americaschoice .org/literacy 9/29/20 11 
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Resear~ > English L~ngua g e Le ar ne rs 
Offerings professional development 

and materials for teachers 
of English language Mathem atics learners ENG LI SH LANGUAGE LEARNERS 

Litera cy 

Schoo l Desi gn America's Choice Helps English Language Learners Succeed 

Coac hing Program A student body wit h diverse backgrounds, lang uages, CUltures, and literacy exper iences presents 

both challenges and opp ortuni t ies for many schools tod ay . America's Choice believes t hat all 

Developm ent students, includin g English language learners (ELls), can achieve academic success given the 

pr oper tools and effect ive Instruction . 
En g li sh Lang uage 
Learn ers 

Professional 

That Is why we have incorpora ted the most curre nt second- langua ge-acq uisition research and 

method ology in to all of our so lutio ns, from our math i nt e rvention s to our com prehensive sch ool Dist r ict and Sta t e 
Part nerships des ign . Our ow n ESL expert s and practit ioners have also leve raged this research to create 

exceptional stand-a lone materials and professional development fo r admln tst rators, ESL teach ers, 
Science and mainstream content- area teachers. 

Our ELL materials in cl ude 

Tools and information to foster collaborat ion between classro om and ESL te achers 
News & 

Specific aov ice and procedures to make the America's Choice literacy, math , and science White Papers 
programs more accessible In a linguIsti cally diverse classroom 

Guidance for schoo l leaders on how to identify t heir stu dents' needs and create a cul t ure of 

ft!~ll$$f:it··,.;;,.~.	 success 

Text in Spanish for use in Spanish- Engl ish bili ngua l program models 
~...,,6jl!i ... - ~~iti<· •. 

Conferences
 

Our ELL resources inc lude
 

Teaching English Language Learners: Literacy K- S 

Bridging In to English: Literacy Lessons for English language learners K-S (includes a CD 

with model lessons) 

Lat ino Uterature, K-5 

Ramp-Up to Literacy, English Language Learners , Teacher Guide Series 

English Language Learners: A Resource Guide for School Leaders 

Teaching English Language Learners: Literacy, Secondary 

Ensuring Success for English Language Learners : Ramp-Up to Mathe mat ics 

Genre Study Compendium for English Language Learners 

First 30 Days of Readers and Write rs Workshop, K- S: A Bilingual Guide for Teachers 

Mathe mat ics NaVigator student ed itions i n Spanish for all elementary modu les 

CONTACT US	 COpyright V 201 f America's Choice 

& Events 
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Research-G~g s .> utsracv]» Writing Av iator 
professional development 
and materials for tea che rs 
of Engli sh language 
learners 

WRLTING AV IATOR 

A carefully sequenced, coherent K-l0 Instructional system that st r eng t hens writing 

effectiveness and fluency for students working on grade level 

Provides sound instruction and intense practi ce in writing, beginning in th e earliest 

years of school 
Teaches student s t he wr it ing process-planning, drafting, editing, and revIs ing - In a 

daily, one- hou r class 

Provides a conte nt - rich curriculu m wit h genre studies in narrat ive, report, and 

per suasive wri t ing-genres that stude nts are expected to know to meet schoo l 

demands, stat e testing requi rements, and colleg e and career expectat ions 

Makes t he connec t ions bet ween readin g and Wri t ing explicit 

Build s in classroom practices t hat engage stud ents and teachers in wr it ing 

Responds to the needs of ELL and special needs students 
Supports teachers with high-quality professional development, an engaging 

curriculum, and align ed assessments 

Wri ting Aviator goes beyond the wri t ing worksh op to prov ide clear instructi on in the craft of 

writing . 

See how Wri ting Aviator fits in the Response to Intervention (RtI) model, 

Call : 877 .530.27 16 Email : info@americaschoice,org 

What's Included 

Professional
 
Development
 

Daily Structure 

Assessment 

Resea rch Basis
 

Implementation
 

:~ ~ .:~ : ). ~ ;~,~ ~ t,...~ 

" St ud en t s a re
 
wri ting more an d
 
enjoy ing i t ! The
 
qu ality o f their
 

w riti ng ha s grown
 
over time. Te ach ers
 

ar e more
 
co m forta b le
 

fa ci li ta ti ng writing
 
and ass isting
 

st udents through
 
t he p rocess."
 

..- Ruth S. W illiams, 
principal, Kelly 

Ele mentarv School 

CODynght tfj 2011 Amertca's Choice 
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Research-based fferl ngs > Science
 
Offerings
 professional deve lopment 

and materia ls for teachers 
of English language

Mathema t ics (earnersSCIEN CE
Literacy Downio ad the broch u re 

School Design Download a sample 
Science Navigator for Secondary Students lesson 

Coachin g Program 

Professional Research shows that to succeed in college and the 21st -century work place, students
 
Develo pment
 

need t he content knowledge and reasoning skills that are part of a st rong science
 

English Language
 educat ion, Science Navigator is designed to prepa re middle-school students for
 

Learn ers success in their science classes. The program fi lls In the gaps in students ' knowledge
 

and build s their process skills, giv ing stu dents a solid foundation for meeting the

Dist rict and Sta te 

requirements of high -school science courses,Part nerships 

Sci ence	 Science Navigator focuses on scienti fic invest igation, process skiHs, reading
 

comprehension of complex text , and ways for teachers to probe for student
 

understanding . Explor ing the topi c of energy, the inqulrv-based lessons in Science
 .·,p,;t,a "'''''''-'i...J 
Navigator foste r an active engagem ent in science and deepen student learnin g.
 

News&
 
White Papers
 In middle school, Science Navigator can be used as a supplementa l program to 

raise students' achievement level. For stude nts who need extra support to acquire 

t he process skills necessary for t heir future high-school science courses, Science~~.!'!ts " 
Navigator can be used In beyond- the -bel' or exte nded- learning-time classrooms. The
 

Conferences program can also serv e as an inte rvent ion to help high-school stud ents be on track for
 
& Events
 colleg e and career readiness. _ _ ,,--..-...Ji 

Energy Foundations 

Lessons 1-5 : Energy and the Transfer of Thermal Energy 

Module 1	 Lessons 6- 10 : Conduction , Convection, and Radiation 

l essons 11-1 5 : Radiant Energy and the Water Cycle 

lessons 16 - 20 : Energy and Clim ate Change 

Energy In V ving Systems 

l essons 1- 5: Flow of Energy, Producers, and Photosynth esis 

Lessons 6- 10 : Consum ers, Food, and Digest ion 
Module 2 

l essons 11-1 5 : Decomposers and Food Webs 

Lessons 16- 20 : Carbon Cycle, Population s, and the 

Impact of Changing Climates 

Energy In Physical Systems 

l essons 1- 5: Transfer of Energy and Turbines 

Module 3	 l essons 6-10 : Magnets, Elect ricity , and Generat ors 

l essons 11-1 5 : Circuits and the Transmission of Elect ncity 

l essons 16- 20 : Different Energy Sources 

Science 
A reference book for teach ers and students tha t can be used with all three 

Process 
mod ule all th ree modules . 

Skills 

Call : 877.530.2716 Email : Info@americascho lce.o rg 

CONTACT US	 Copyn ght '.c) 20 11 Amenca s Choice 

http://www.americaschoice.org/science	 9/29/2011 
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Researclu~s > Professl!>naJ Deve lopm ent 
Offerings professional development 

and materials for teachers 
of English language 

Mathematics learners PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT 
Lit eracy about products 

an d purchasing: 
Schoo l Design Outstand ing professional development is a hallmark that distinguishes America 's Cho ice. 

call: 
Coach ing Program The goal of our professional development is to change classroom practice and equip school staff to 877.530. 2716 

provide instruction that makes a difference. Prof essional Ema il: 
Devel opm ent info@am eri cascho ice.o rg 

Outstand ing trainIng com es from outstanding trainers. America 's Choice ensures that Our t rainers
 

Englis h l ang uage and coaches meet the hig hest sta nda rds. Before they begi n to work With schoo ls, our staff
 
l earners
 partic ipates in a rig orou s certificat ion process developed by our Nat ional College . They beco me 

specia lists in one or more specia lty are as-literacy, mathemati cs, science , Eng lish languageDist r ict and State
 
Partnershi ps
 learn ing, or leadership. Our cert ified t rainers make America's Choice un ique ly qualified to support 

educat ors. 
Science 

Our mathematics professional development program strengthens teachers' cont ent 

knowledge and pedagogy . By focusing on the most important concepts students must learn 
to succeed in algebra and beyond , we help tea chers expa nd their math knowl edg e and 

NeW'S & become mo re effecti ve. Our professional deve lopment enab les teachers to deliver th ei r 

White Papers district-adopted math prog ram s more effi cient ly and wi th better results. 
~~"_...J 

The America's Choice Coach ing Proqrarn" provides ta rgeted , syst emat ic t raining for 

dist rict and school instructional coaches who need a specific set of skills to be eff ecti ve 

chang e agents, models, and mentors to classroom tea chers . 

& Events Download an outline of our off er ings in professional development th at reinforce our Intervention 

prog rams . 

Conferences 

CONTACT US Copynght ~_"! 2011 Amer ica's Choic e 

9/29/2011 http://www.americaschoice .org/professionaldevelopment2 
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Offerings> Professi onal Devel m el\f "'~~t i cs Professil,"a' Development 
Offerings professional development 

and materi als for teachers 
of English language

Mathematics learners MATHEMAT ICS 
Literacy 

PRO FESSIO NAL DEVELOPMENT 
School Design 

Coaching Program 

Professional
 
Development
 

English Language
 
Learners 

District and State
 
Partnerships
 

Science
 

, \l>;~k-~Il,';:"" ," ji,J 
News & 
While Papers 

Conferences
 
& Eyents
 

CONTACT US 

Our professional deve lopme nt for math teachers uses a three-pronged approach 
to teachin g mathematics . We believe teachers must teach for conceptu al 
unders tanding, bulle problem-solvin g ski lls, and stre ngthen basic skills. 

We help teachers succeed at each grade level on the most impo rtant concepts and 
skil ls th at students need to acquire . Teachers also learn practices to streng then 
students' ability to thi nk, reason and comm unicate math ematica lly. 

upper Elementary level topics included 

concepts of addition and subtraction
 
concepts of mu lt iplica t ion and di vision
 

concepts of fraction s and decimals
 

surfacing and rev ising misconceptions
 

focused teaching
 
st rategies for build ing acacerruc language
 

Middle School and High School level topics include 

rationa l numbers
 
ration, proportional reasonIng
 

surf acing and revismq misconceptions
 

analyzi ng st udent work to info rm instruction
 

accessing academic language
 

differentiati ng for ELL and special needs students
 

America's Choice Mathematics In stitutes gen erally require six days and are 
delivered in three sessions . Betw een sessions, participants ret urn to th eir schools 
to expe riment with and impi ement pract ices they learn ed. Each successive sessio n 
bu ilds on par t icipants ' implementation exper iences. This embeds professional 
deve lopment in inst ructio nal practi ce. 

Our profes sional devel opme nt is most effective when an ent ire dist rict adopts it. 
Ground ing all math ematics teachers in comm on practices and st rateg ies 
st rengthens districtwid e performance. It establishes a shared language and set of 
rou t ines and st rateg ies that support the mathematics program and provides 
continu ity when teachers move from school to school. 

CODyrichl ~; 2011Ame riCa'sChoice 

9/29/2011 http://v..rww.americaschoice.org/mathprofdevelopment 
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Research-based Offer ings> ¢o ach ing Pro g ram 
Offerings professional development 

and materials for teachers. 
of Engli sh language 

Mathem atics leamers COACH ING 
Lit er acy and read Ing 

School Desig n 
._ - ----_ _-_.. 

Coaching Pro g ram 

Professional 
Deve lopmen t 

English Lang uag e 
Learn ers 

Dist rict and St ate 
Partner ships 

Science 

.Get Local ... . j
4.»'.t~~~~:: 

News &
 
White Paper s j


1 _ .... ­

~~u, !ts 

Confe rences 
& Events 

CONTACT US 

coaches that America 's 
Even the greatest teachers ne ed training before they can become gr eat coaches. Choice sen t t o us we re 

outstandtnq. They re ally 

Like great athletes, great teachers benef it from skilled coaching. Yet most distri cts and schools do got the ball rollin g:' 

not have th e tr adi t ion or capacity to train effecti ve coaches, who need a unique set of sk ills that - Nin a Guthrie, a ssista nt 
even excellent teachers may not have . s u per i nt e nde nt, Pearl 

Rive r Cou nty Sch ool 
The America 's Choice Coach ing Program l'M provides distr ict and school inst ruct ional coaches Di str ict , Miss issi ppi 

with targeted, system ati c trai ning deliv ered by our hig hly qualified, experienced pro fess ional 
. :-- ,.. . ' ;O~ ': '~~;;"':"~~/~;-' ~~ '" c p '~ ' _~ ' 

dev elopme nt staff. This progr am 's modules on skuts, process, and cultu re hel p coach es 

Hone inter personal skills for facilitat ing , questIonin g, and gu iding teache rs 

Create cust omi zed coaching plans that reflect principles of adult learn ing and respond to 

dem onstra ted teac her needs and student progr ess 

Nurture a pro fessio nal cult ure of collab orati on and reflect ive teacher pract ice wit h classroom 

dem on st rat ions, observ atio ns. analys is of stude nt work , and st udy gro ups 

Support classr oom Instru cti on th at is more closely ali gned with state sta nda rds and 

assessm ents 

Meet th e needs of all st udents , Including English language learners and special populations 

Our act ion-o r iented program uses a variety of pro ven strategies 

Role plays, case stud Ies, and inst ructi onal videos th at help coaches esta bli sh relat ionshi ps 

based on t rust, act ive liste nIng, errectrve q uest ion ing, const ructiv e feedback, managing 

change, and ove rcomin g resista nce 

Assessing need s based on data , dev eloping and nego tiating act ion plans for teacher 

developme nt , and ref lect ing on and eva luati ng outcomes 

Using observat ion and data to analyze root causes for performance gaps 

Our f ive-day Coaching Inst it ute emp ower s coaches to create a cult ure t hat supports ongoing 

collaboration and change thro ugh professiona l learnin g communi t ies and teams. 

The Amer ica's Choi ce Coach ing Program also off ers tr aini ng modules on our proven approa ches to 

lit eracy and mathem atics instruction . Optional on-site tech nica l assistance and follow -up for 

coaches, leadershi p teams, and admi nist rators are avallable as well. 

Copyr igl1t ~J 2011 America's Choic e 

http://www,americaschoice.org/coaching 9/291201 1 
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Results> School Design > Roc hest er , NY 

RO C H EST ER, NY 
News & 
While Papers Independent, Compr ehensive, Lo ngitud inal Res ults 

..... ' . . -~ ' .. " .".,: 

The Rochest er City School Distri ct, one of f ive large urban district s in New York, began worki ng with 
Results 

America's Choice in 1998 to Improve schools and student achIevement across the board. The 

district is a ste llar examp le of t he results that are possible with the America's Choice School Design. 
School Design
 
Resul t s
 In a major longitudinal study, the Consorti um for Policy Research In Education (CPRE ), an 

independent consort ium of sev en of the nati on's leading research mst ttut lons>. found that the Math Navig ato r
 
Results America's Choice Schoo) Design results in substant ial, long-term gains in student achievement ,
 

particula rly for the lowest-performing and minor ity students. Gains were measured by state tests
 
Ramp-Up Math
 

and other nationally narmed measures, 
Results
 

Aft er fou r years in America 's Choice schools, students in Rochester have stat ist ically significant
 Ramp -Up Lit era cy
 
Results
 gains in perf ormance compared to other similar students-gains that accumulate year aft er year . In 

reading, they 've ga ined 6 .8 mo nths compared with their peers. I n mathematics, they 've gained 
Conferences 10.4 months compared With the ir peers. By 8th grade, th ey are about a year ahead of similar
 
& Events
 students In Rochester schools. J 
About These results hold tr ue with minori ty st udents as well. Aft er four years In Amenca 's Choice schools, 
An'Mirlca's· C/iPiee;,;.;, Afr ican American students are 5.6 months ahead of t heir peers in reading and 7.2 months ahead in 
~.~~1ff(15i~P,fJ 

mathemat ics. After four years in America 's Choice schools, Hispanic students are 11.6 mo nth s 

ahead of th eir peers in reading and 10.8 month s ahead in mathemati cs. 

I n fact, since the publicat ion of this study, New York recognized Rochester in 2005 for having the 

biggest gains of any urban dist rict on the state's assessments . 

Amer i ca ' s Cho ic e Students Gain 

Additional Months of Learn in g 

so
"', I 5114 

Readmg M.nb cm.1tk s 

•	 Am~ t i C'J 's Cl l()ice $tud~l.~ 

Nao·Am £lri t: ,, ·~C hc, c.e 51udMls 

Gains by Hispanic Students in America's Choice 

Schools Narrow the Achievement Gap 

Reading Mreheuiancs 
•	 AmenC9'$ ChotC f} $1udt.:nts 

NOfl ..AIllQtlca ·~ Choictl ~'el l~ 

America 's Choice Helps Rochester 
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Offerings 
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Resea rch'Re~s > School DE/s lgn > Chicago, Il 
professional development 
and materials for te achers 
of English language 
learners 

News &
 
While Papers Three K-8 Schools in "Top Gainers" List After One Ye ar of America's Choice
 

~" .... 
The Challenge
 

Results
 

The Chicago Public Schools had a grow ing num ber of schoo ls in th e "needs Improvement" 
School Design designa tion. 
Results 

The Solution
 
Math Nav igator
 
Resul ts In th e 2006-07 school year, the district selected t he int ensive version or the America's
 

Choice School Design for eight severely underperfcrm tnp K-8 schools.Ramp -Up Math
 
Resu lts
 

The Results 

Ramp-Up Lit eracy 
After j ust one year , three of these America's ChoIce scho ols were recognized as among theResults 
" top 50 gainers " in ChIcago 's 623 schools fo r composite increa ses on the Il1inors Stand ards 

Conferences Achievement Test .
 
& Events
.............__........,..J
 

CONT ACT US Copyright 0 201 1 Amer k e's Choke 
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Results 

School Design 
Results 

Mat h NaVigator 
Results 

Ramp-Up Math 
Resu lts 

Ram p-Up Literacy 
Resu lts 

Conferences 
& Events 

R~ar~esig n > c hatfooga High School 
professional developm ent 
and materials for teachers 
of English language 
learner s CHATTOOGA H IGH SCHOOL 

Instructional Solutions pay Off wi th AYP ReSUlts , Reduced Dropouts 

The Chal lenge 

With a dropout rate of almost 60 percent, and no college-bound culture with in the 

community, overall achievement levels at Chatto oga High School were row. The school knew 

it had to take act ion to give students in its rural , largely di sadvantaged community better 

options for postsecondary success, 

The Solutio n 

Chatto oga began by offer ing Ramp-Up to Advanced Lit eracy and Ramp-Up to Algebra in the 

2004- 05 school year , then implemented the full Ameri ca's Choice School Design in the 2005 

- 06 school year . In doing so, the high school Joined the elemen tary and middle schools in 

the dist r ict th at had alr eady adopted the America's Choice design, which created a K-12 

district wide solut ion that invol ved the enti re commun ity , 

The Re sults 

Chattooga experrenced a nearly 20 percent Increase in its graduation rate betwee n 2004 

and 2006. 

Designated as a school "In need of improvement " in 2004-05, the school made AYP in 2005 

- 06 by improving the percentage of students meet ing and exceeding standar ds on the 

Georgia High School Graduat ion Tests fo r 11th grad ers. 

Gains mad e by students with disabil ities , who averag ed 12 percent of the te st-taking 

popu lation, were parti cular ly notable. 

In addition to tes t score gains and Improved gradua tion rate s, the school has improved 

attendance and reduced discip linary issues. 

School Snapshot 

Chattooga High School 

Chattooga County School Dist rict 

Rural
 

Grad es 9-1 2
 

740 students
 

59 percent economically disad vantaged
 

22 percent special needs students
 

80 percent white
 

15 percent African Amer ican
 

2 perce nt Hispanic
 

Student Performances Rises In All Subjects on Graduati on Tests 
100 
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oe 
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Students with Di sa blllties Improve on Graduation Tests 
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Get Local > Cen t r al Regi on 

AMERiCAS C H OICE CE rO N 
Conta ct t he Central Reg io n: 
Chicago, IL 
312.506.5091NEW : Click here to visi t our page fo r Arkansas. 
central @americascholce.org 
AR, n , lA , IN, KS, LA, MI, 

Ce ntral Region In th e Centr al Region, states , distr icts , and schoo ls in Kentucky, Ill inois, Michigan, Minnesota , and 
MN, MO , NE, NO, OH , OK, 

Ohio hav e adopt ed the Ameri ca's Choice School Desig n and instruct iona l solut ions over th e past S O, TX,Wl 
East Region nine years. ~, >'.:.:/.... ' ::, ~ . ~' < • Jt. • 

News & In I lli noIs/ for exam ple , we have work ed with urban and suburban distr icts and schoo ls tha t were 
White Papers early adopte rs of the Ame rica's Choice School Design . Many of t hese dist ricts have contin ued th eir 

relati onsh ips with America's Cho ice as alumni schools . 

13~11L~;~"~i. 
The Central Region encompasses the Midwest, stretching from West Virg in ia t o the Dakotas and 

Oklahoma and from Michigan dow n to Kentucky . Confe rences
 
& Events
 

Central Reg ion Highlights 

The Chicago Public Schools-the thi rd largest school district in the country, with more 

than 400,000 st udents and over 600 schoois-is work ing with America's Choice on two 

majo r, to p-priori ty proj ects . 

For t he Chicago High School Redesign I nit iat ive, funded by th e Bill and 

Melinda Gates Foun dati on and sever al area foundat ions, Ameri ca's Choice 1$ 

establishing Readers and Write rs Workshops in English classrooms and 

im plement ing Ram p-Up Uteracy in selected schools. ThiS proj ect, which 

focuses on Improvi ng Instru ct ional progra ms In low-performing schools, 

Includes customlz at ion of Ame rica's Choice literacy solutio ns to align them 

Wit h Ill inois state sta ndards and deli ver ta ilo red instru ct ional support. I n the 

second year of this proj ect , six high schools have imp leme nted the se 

solut ions so far . 

In 20 06, the distri ct selected th e Ameri ca's Choice School Design for several 

of Its severely underperforming K-8 schools. Aft er j ust one year as 

America's Choice schools, thr ee of these schools were recognized among t he 

" top 50 gainers " fo r com posite increases on the Ill inois Standa rds 

Achieveme nt Test. 

In Ohio, districts In East Cleveland , Springfield, Warren; and Youngstown have 

adopted the America 's Choice School Design to Imp rove student achievement in low­

perf ormin g schools. 

I n 2006 , the Arkansas Department of Education selected Amer ica's Choice in a 

comp etitive bidd ing process as its t urn aro und partn er for schools facing restruct uri ng . 

Amer ica's Choice wor ks Wit h th e 3 1 schools statewide th at have implemented t he design 's 

.otenstve versio n. 

SChools In Texas have adopte d Ramp -Up Lit era cy, Ram p-Up ~1athemat i cs . and 

Math ema ti cs NaVigat or . 

CONT ACT US Copyrlgh t 0 2011 Arnert ca's Choice 

West Region 

South Reg ion 
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pers News > AC In t he New~ > Pear son Acquisition 

Comprehensive 
writing program to 

PEARSON AND AMERICA 'S CHOICE ANNOtlJ~ISITIONIAGREEMENT 
st udent s writing 

COMPANIES WILL EXTEND REACH OF RESEARCH-BASED,
 

INNOVATIVE SCHOOL IMPROVEMENT SOLUTIONS
 

August 3 , 20 10, WASHINGTON -- Pearson, the world 's leading educat ion compan y, today signed a 

lett er of agr eement to acquire America's Choice, a leadi ng innovato r In research-based str ategies to 

help schoo ls, dist rlcts , and states dramatically improv e student achieve ment. Pearson's 

extraordinary resources and technological expertise will facilitate th e adaptati on and reach of 

Americ a's Choice's comprehensive and proven school imp rovement model to a global community of 

educators and students. 

In recent years, education leaders and policvrnakers have placed heavy emphasis on school 

improvement st rategies for educat ion reform. " School improvement" is generally understood to 

describ e a comp rehensive/ integrate d approach to improving student achievement that bring s 

together instruction, assessment, leadership development/ professional development and coaching, 

and ongoing consulting serv ices. The Obama Admini st rat ion has identifie d more tha n 5,000 schools 

in need of such Improvement, and allocated nearly $17 billi on dolla rs to fund the effo rts by states 

and dist ricts . 

"Pearson and America's Choice share a commo n vision for school improvement center ed on 

effective instru ction, strong school leadership, and sustainab le change In the school perform ance 

and culture," said Will Ethridg e, Chief Executive Offi cer for Pearson in North America. " When we 

combine America's Choice's efficacy with the date - and techn ology-d rIven personalized learning 

capability for which Pearson is known, we can respond quickly and effect ively to the rapidl y growing 

demand for comprehensive reform in our nation's most st ruggling scnools ." 

America's Choice is one of the most effect ive and highl y regarded K-1 2 internationally 

benchmarked, research-based school reform companies in the US. I t began as a program of the 

National Center on Educat ion and Economy (NCEE) In 1998 and became a private organizat ion in 

2004. 

MUCh of the design of Ameri ca's Choice IS based on research on the effect ive education practices of 

more than 20 countries WIth st rong t rack records of educat ing all students to high levels . That 

research, conducted by the Natio nal Center on Education and the Economy over many years/ was 

transla ted by America's Choice Into inst ructional materials aligned to standards, safety net 

progra ms to help students who are st ruggling to get back on track for meeting standards, and 

ext ensive professional development and coaching for teachers and principals. America's Choice has 

worked closely with more than 2000 schools in 38 sta tes to plan and implement a standards-based 

system. 

Last year, a landmark study of school improvement ("School I mpro vement by Design," link : 

http://bit.ly/7QJ539 ) released by the Consort ium for Policy Research in Educat ion report ed that 

the America's Choice programs performed significantly better than their maj or compet itors in the 

field, and the stud y's researchers stated, ' Students in America's Choice schools grew at a 

signifi cantl y faster rate than stude nts in compa rison schools and faster than studen ts in all othe r 

schools." 

"The NCEE Board of Trustees Is very pleased by this acquisition ," said Marc Tucker, President of 

NCEE. "NCEE launched America's Choice years ago as a research and development proj ect to create 

a powerful engine for schooi impro vement In the United States. Pearson's acquisit ion of America's 

Choice wlli makes that engine available to many more students in the United States and around the 

world th an we ever could have alone.It 

"America's Choice decided earlier in th e year to solicit indications of intere st in the company as a 

means to expand our mission to reach larger numbe rs of students , schools, and districts across 

America " said Judy Codding, President and Chief Executi ve Officer of America's Choice. "Aft er much 

interest and an ext ensive rev.i~w l we chose Pearson, a part ner with a deep commit ment to 

im provin g student performance. Thls is a wonderful opportunity to enhance the resources we 

provide by combining our proven educatio n model with Pearson's unparalleled technology and 

world-wl de resources." 

Pearson is exploring opport unities to bring the America's Choice model to an international mar ket, 

where other school improveme nt organizations are gain ing t racti on. Just last week, Pearson also 

Click on the logo to v isit: 
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9/29/2011 http://www,americaschoice.org/pearsonacquisition 



Amer ica's Choice IPearson Acquisition Page 2 of 2 

launched a school improvement business in the UK and appoi nted Anders Hultm , an internationally 

recogn ized leader in the school Improvement community, as its CEO (lin k : 

~LJ!illmY) . 

In the US, America 's Choice wl11 operate along side Pearson's K12 Solutions busmess, an approved 

schoo/ Improvement provider . America's Choice will be a core brand of Pearson, and Its 

relati onships wit h current clients will not change, Codding will continue as CEO through th e 

t ransit ion and will move int o a senior advisory role for Pearson 1n201 1. Ken James will become 

President of America's ChoIce at t he close of t he acquis lt ton and will assume broade r responsibili ti es 

for day-to-day oversight of America's Choice. Codding will report to Steven Dow ling, Pearson 

Executive VIce President. who will oversee America's Choice. 

"To date, our challenge as educators has been to replicate eff icacy for vastly more stude nts , and 

expand the impact of promising programs that weren' t reaching enough students to make a 

significant diff erence," said Dowli ng, "This agr eement allows the combined forces of Arner tca's 

Choice and Pearson to build an infr astr ucture to bring effective programs to scale." 

The agreement is SUbj ect to a Hart-Scott-Rodino review and is proj ected to close In about a month . 

# # # 

Pearson (NYSE:PSO), the global leader in educat ion serv ices, technoiogy and school solu tions, 

prov ides innovati ve prin t and digital educat ion mate ria ls for pre K through college, student 

info rm at ion systems and learnIng managem ent systems, teacher protesstonst development, career 

certification program s, and testin g and assessment products tha t set the standard for the indu stry, 

Pearson's other primary businesses Include the FInancial Times Group and the Penguin Group. For 

more into rm etton about Pearson, go to ~rsonschool.com . 

America's Chotce ts a leading educational organization offering comprehensive, proven solutions to 

the complex problems edu cators face In the era of accountability. America 's Choice has an 

unparalleled history as a national thought leader and as the creator of research -based school 

improveme nt solu t ions that work for sta tes, distr icts, and schools. America 's ChoIce offe rs 

qroundbresktnq school aestqn pro grams, solu tions, and pro fessional development programs, 

created In collaborat ion with worl d leaders In eaucetton , Its ins tructional solutions in tervention 

pr ogra ms are comprised of the Mathematics Nsv tqstcr'"; Lite racy Navigator™ , Ramp-Up 

netnemeucs>, Ramp -Up tuerscv>, and Ame rIca's ChoIce Writing »vtetor>. 

CONTACT US COpyright f:) 201 1 Amenca'sChoice 
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America 's Choice Outperforms Other Reform Programs in unprec ~deri{~'d"siudy 

" St udents In AC schools grew at a significantly faster rate than students in comparison 

schools and faster than st udents In all other schools" 

January 19, 2010, WASHI NGTON, D.C. - A landmark study on school improvement progra ms 

shows tha t America's Choice surpasses oth er prog rams in Increas ing acade mic achie veme nt . 

Released in late 2009, School Improvement by Design is the capstone report of the Stud y of 

Instruct ional I mproveme nt, a i 3-year proj ect of the Consortium for Policy Research in Educat ion 

th at received more th an $20 mi llion in federal and foundation money. A maj or, quasi- experimenta l 

stu dy, Schoo l Improvement by Design anal yzed the design, imp lementation, and Inst ruct ional 

effe cti ven ess of Ame rica's Choice and tw o othe r com prehe nsive school reform (CSR) pro grams In 

elem entary schoo ls . 

America's Choic e is a leading educat ion organizati on offering sta tes, dlstrtcts, and schoo ls 

instructional interv ent ion solut ions and prog rams. 

Over four years , researchers col lected data fr om 115 eleme ntary schools th rou ghout t he United 

States, inc ludi ng 31 America's Choice schoo ls, to dete rmine how prac tice s in CSR schoo ls diffe r 

from th ose in more typ ical schools, and whether the se d iffe rences Impact academic achievement . 

Resear cher s focused on lit eracy achieveme nt because of literacy 's im portan ce to students ' greater 

academ ic success . Without a mastery of read ing and writing , students are unable to " read to 

learn ," specifi call y to handle the literacy dema nds that accompany more advanced subj ect matter. 

America 's Choice schools excelled over all oth er schoo ls stud ied in increasing achievement at th e 

upper element ary grades. Researchers found that "'[students] in AC schools grew at a significant ly 

faste r rate than students in compar ison schools and faster tha n stud ents in all other schools ." 

"'We are thrill ed with America's Choice's unpara lleled success,' said Judy Codding, president and 

chief executi ve off icer of Ame rica's Choice. " This im pact on readi ng comprehension com es at an 

im portant ti me in a st udent's academic caree r, when readi ng comprehension is a major facto r in 

futu re schoo l success. Thanks to America's Choice 's dist inct Instru ctional practices , unique 

curricular cont ent , and str ong instructional leadersh ip, researchers saw critical diffe rences th at are 

vit al to dri ving student success. As the report shows, Ame rica's Choice dra mat icall y Increa ses 

student achievement ." 

Unlike comparison schools that on ly increa sed achie veme nt in the lower grade s, if at all , Ameri ca's 

Choice's gain s were susta tned into th e hig her grades. Due to America 's Choice's disti nct approach 

to lit eracy inst ructi on, researche rs report tha t Ameri ca's Choice schools expe rienced "accelerated 

growth in students ' literacy achieveme nt at t he upper elementary grades ." 

According to re searcher s, Amer ica's Choice 's success is due to several distinct cnaractertstics. 
including : 

Strong in struct io nal leadership from extensiv e coaching: Ameri ca's Choice schools 

are higher than all other schools on mul tiple dimensions of instructional leadership 

A clear and well-speclfled improvement plan : Teachers and leader s rece ive unmatched 

levels of instru cti onal quidance, giving th em a clear and well-specified view of the ir school 

improve ment plan 

Faithful Im plement ati on of Amer ica' s Choice In schools : Teachers and princip als 

im plement ed st rategies with fidelity 

Gre ater em phasis on w ri ti n g In le ssons: America's Choice teachers focused on wri ting in 

54 percent of all lessons; comparison tea chers focused on wr iting in 38 per cent of lessons 

According to th e report , the potential for academiCachievement Increases "if schools have a fait hfui 

Implementat ion of the design." Teachers stud ied were consistent in their use of Inst ructional 

strategies. This is likely due to the high levels of instructio nal guidance and stenoarotzet'cn, which 

includes school leaders working closely with teachers to help them develop the knowledge and 

capabilities to use the design effect ively . Researchers found that America's Choice teachers were 

less variable in wri~ ng Instruction than all other teachers studied, offering furth er evidence of the 

design 's impact on lite racy inst ruction . 
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scnoors in the stud y were disproport ionately chosen from high and medium poverty dist ricts to 

evaluate the impact of specific Inst ructional interv entions on student achievement in high poverty 

sett ings, 

"Amer ica's Choice's success among vulnerable stude nts , in part icular , is very encouraging," said Dr. 

Ken James, executive vice president and chief operat ing off icer of America's Choice. "We are going 

to cont inue to intensify existi ng st rategies and incorporate new ones that the report veri f ies are 

effective. We see this as a pri me opport unit y to advance our commitm ent to t urning aro und the 

lowest perf orming schools." 

To read the report , visit
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Amer ica's Choice !s a leading educat ional organi zat ion offeri ng comprehensive, proven solut ions to 

the complex prob lems educators face in the era Of accountabilit y. Amer ica's Choice has an 

unparalle led hist ory as a nat ional thought leader and as the creator of research-based school 

improve ment solutions that work for states, dist ricts , and schools, Ameri ca's Choice offers 

groun dbreaklng school design program s, solut ions, and profe ssional development programs, 

created in collaborat ion with world leaders in educatIo n. Its instruct ional solut ions Inte rve nt ion 

prog rams are comprised of th e Mathematics Nav igator® , Literacy Naviga tor@, Ramp-Up 

Mathemat ics® , Ram p-Up Lit eracy@, and America's Choice Writ ing Avlato r@. For more inform ation, 

visit http:/ /www.amerlcascholce.org. 

CONTACT US Copyright '" 2011 Arre rica's Choice 
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While Papers 

AC In the News	 America' s Choice Ramp-Up t o Uteracy was featured In the Fall 2009 Issue of the Journa l of Sta ff
 

Development (JSD), a publicatio n of th e Natio nal Staff Developm ent Council . The art icle, Fast Track
 

to LIteracy by Thomas Guskey, Marco MUf'loz,and Jennifer AberJl, examine s the effect iveness of
 .R~!!.I!!' ~i~'~ ·"' ;~i l ;'k.~ 
Ramp -Up in accelerat ing the literacy skill s of str uggling high school stud ents, The authors studied 

the imp lementat ion of Ramp-Up in Jefferson County Publ ic Schoo ls in Louisville, Kentu cky, and
 

& E~ents . j documented the pcsltl ve results for involved teachers and st udents.
 
Conferences 

~~ 

Aboul	 School and district leaders iden tifi ed student learn ing outcom es th ey wante d to im pro ve , the 

~a 't· C ho.lce ;.;. evidence belie ved to accurat ely refle ct t hose outcomes, and th e instructional pr act ices th at would
 
_~i
 

resul t In the desired Imp rov ements. These cr iter ia led the dist rict to Impl ementa ti on of Ramp-Up to 

Literacy, As Muii oz wrote In his 2007 arti cle, Im pro ving read ing In high schools : Outcomes of 

Ramp- Up to Advan ced LIteracy In a large urban district, "Pilot te sting of t he program showed it to 

have a significant positi ve effect on students ' scores on norm -referenced reading and language arts 

assessments ." 

I n t he Jefferson County Public Schools there were stri ki ngly posit ive resul ts ror teac hers and their 

st udents. The quanti tative and qualitative data showed that partici pating teachers wer e highl y 

satis fied with the ir professional learni ng experiences during the Institutes and follow-u p sessions. 

The posit ive impact on stude nt learn ing was docu mented by several measu res, Includi ng a dramatic 

reducti on in the percent age of high school students scoring at t he lowest novice level in reading on 

the stat e assessme nt, lowering fr om 20.3% in 2000 to onl y 5,6% in 2007 , Impleme ntat ion of 

Ramp-U p led to a rapid r ise of stud ents ' scores on the high schoo l Readin g Academ ic Index, 

increasing from 66.7 % in 2000 to 91.1 % in 2007 , The successes documented In this article 

highli gh t the abi li ty of Ram p-Up to increase th e inst ruct ional practices of teachers and th e success 

of st udents . 

Download full article. 
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Usual Efforts to Raise Scores Have Weak 
Effect, Study Says 

By Megan Greenwell 
Washington Post Staff Writer 
Thursday, December 6, 2007 

Common methods used to improve test scores in Marylandis chronically 
underperforming schools have had little effect, according to a report 
scheduled to be released today, but Prince George's County and other school 
systems have shown a willingness to try other approaches that could lead to 
a reversal of the downward trend . 

The Center on Education Policy, a nonpartisan agency, found that the 
number of Maryland schools designated for restructuring -- the sanction for 
schools that have failed to meet federal No Child Left Behind goals for five 
years or more -- increased nearly 40 percent from 2004 to 2006 despite new 
state guidelines intended to address persistent performance issues. The 
restructuring schools are all in Prince George's or Baltimore . 

"We certainly aren't in a position today to say that the schools are trying 
hard enough," said Jack Jennings, president of the nonpartisan center. 
"Nobody has found the answers." 

The report comes a year after another Center on Education Policy 
publication criticized school systems' reliance on "turnaround speciali sts" to 
improve performance rather than attempting more systematic overhauls. 
State-approved restructuring methods include replacing all or most of the 
school staff, contracting with a private management company, converting 
the school to a charter school or appointing an accomplished principal from 
another school system. 

Last year, Maryland State Superintendent Nancy S. Grasmick eliminated the 
use of turnaround specialists to restructure schools, but schools already 
using the specialists, including some in Prince George's, were allowed to 
continue. 

Page 1 of 2 
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"Both Baltimore City and Prince George's County were not producing data that supported this option as 
an effective strategy for turning around failing schools," Assistant State Superintendent Ann Chafin told 
the researchers. 

The repOli commended the state and Prince George's for their innovation, citing county Superintendent 
John E. Deasy's $33 million plan, which creates remedial programs and revamps the turnaround 
specialist positions. 

"Under the leadership of the new superintendent and new director of accountability, the district created 
new turnaround specialist positions whose sole responsibilities were devoted to restructuring schools," 

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2007 /12/05/AR2007120502352y... 9/29/2011 
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the report says, adding that principals said their specialists "become part of the schools and were 
providing valuable resources to teachers and leadership teams." 

Jenn ings said he has not lost faith in turnaround specialists, saying they might help improve schools as 
part of a comprehensive approach. In Prince George's , implementing a curricular reform program called 
America's Choice and ensuring that the lowest-performing schools have the highest concentration of 
highly qualified teachers have shown promising results, he said. Although the number of Prince 
George's schools designated as in need of restructuring has increased in recent years, the number 
undergoing any type of corrective action decreased dramatically this year. 

"We've been thrilled," said Prince George's spokesman John L. White. "That's not to say there's not 
more work to be done , becau se there is, but the progress has been terrific." 

Jennings said that efforts in Prince George's have had a positive effect on some underperfonning schools 
but that , all in all, restructuring efforts have not had a significant impact on schools with chronically low 
test scores. Finding the answers, he said, will take more time. 

"There's a lot of pressure on these schools from their school systems, the state, parents and the press ; 
people are impatient," he said. "1 believe eventually they will find the answers, but they have to work 
even harder." 

View all comments that have been posted about this article. 
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