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Spanish Immersion Goal
To meet the demands of our community in providing high quality 
educational programs for all Duluth Public School students 
through:

● Multilingualism & Multiliteracy
● High Academic Achievement
● Multiculturalism



Spanish 
Immersion 
Overview

Program Model

● Full-immersion with all academic content being 

taught in Spanish (90:10)

● Designed for students whose first language is 

English 

● Multi-track model  within an elementary site

Curriculum
● State standards and curriculum are the same 

covered in English classrooms

● Language is learned through meaningful social 

interactions & in the context of academic 

subjects

● Beginning in grade 3, students will receive formal 

English Language instruction

Language Development

Spanish

● Listening and reading skills are 
comparable to native speakers of the 
same age

● Advanced levels of language 
proficiency 

English

● Students attain the same levels of 
proficiency in reading, writing, 
speaking and listening as students 
in all-English programs 

● Academic performance at or 
above the same level as peers in 
all-English programs after initial 
lag in early elementary years



Spanish & Ojibwe Immersion Models

Spanish

● Language & culture instruction 
through academic content

● Full-immersion K-2

● 2.13% Latino student population

Ojibwe

● Language & culture instruction 
through academic content

● Partial-immersion K-2

● 6.8% American Indian student 
population 

● Language revitalization

Site Criteria

● Cost efficient
● Accessible Location
● Physical Space
● Equitable
● Ability to adjust to attrition & growth 

rates
● Best practice for immersion students 

& teachers



Essential Site Criteria

● High quality teachers-elementary licensure & native or 
near-native like Spanish fluency

● Positive & working relationships between all teachers in 
the school

● Shared support for struggling students
● Positive involvement of parents
● Flexible, committed, and visionary leadership

● Allocated resources for Spanish materials

Site & Staff Impacts

● 2016-2017 Kindergarten
○ 75 students

● 2021 K-5th grade
○  393 students

● Student retainment
● ISD #709 teachers with 

licensure qualification for 
immersion teaching 
currently teach in our 
schools

● Potential smaller class sizes 
at non-immersion sites

● Impact on families who 
attend school where 
program is located



●

Spanish Immersion 2016-2017

Lowell Elementary

Kindergarten

3 sections

75 students

  

 



Spanish Immersion Projection Numbers

early 
November

Site(s) selection

November 

Inform School Board of 
site selection(s) and 
program goals moving 
forward

December-
January

Communication with district 
staff, community, & potential 
immersion families

January-
March

Immersion program 
student recruitment & 
enrollment

January-
June

Continued program 
development

Immersion Timeline
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