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Preparing for STAAR WAARS

This was TAKS This is STAAR



You don’t know the power of the 
dark side.      --Darth Vader



What Are We Up Against? 

12 EOC Tests in High School
 Eng I, II, III, 

 Algebra I, Geometry, Alg II, 

 World Geography, US History, World History

 Biology, Chem., Physics

 Same content assessments in grades 3-8 as with TAKS



The Empire 

STAAR will be a formidable 
force in that:
 it will be more rigorous
Have more test items
 Less time to complete (4 

hours)
Greater depth
 It will assess content 

skills 
Dual-coded for process skills
3rd gr answer document



Results

Level I means student 
did not meet the 
passing standard

Level II means 
student met the 
passing standard

Level III means 
student attained a 
commended-type 
standard

Cut scores are to be 
determined in:

 Feb 2012 for spring EOCs

 0ct 2012 for STAAR 



Three Graduation Plans

Recommended

Must take all 12 EOCs

Achieve a set cumulative score 
of all EOCs, tbd

Must attain Level II on Alg II 
and Eng III EOCs

Distinguished

• Must take all 12 EOCs

• Achieve a set cumulative 
score of all EOCs, tbd

• Must attain a Level III on Alg
II and and Eng III EOCs



Graduation Plans cont.

Minimum Plan

• Must take all EOCs available 
and in courses enrolled

• Achieve a set cumulative 
score on EOCs taken, tbd, 
will be appropriated based 
on number of EOC courses

• Could be as few as 8 EOCs

Prepare for the Plan 



EOC Procedural Guidelines
District-level Committee and HS Department Chairs

recommendations

• DISD EOC FAQ Booklet has been 
developed to assist all campuses, 
staff, parents, and students. 

• EOC exams will only count for 
entering 9th graders in the 2011-12 
school year.

• All other HS students are under the 
TAKS system for graduation

• 8th graders taking an EOC course (e.g. 
Alg I) must take the EOC. 

• EOC will count 15% of final grade (in 
Denton ISD this will be 15% of second 
semester as we award semester 
credits. 

• Students will earn 
– 100 for Level III
– 90 for Level II
– 68 for Level I

• Students must earn a cumulative 
score based on all EOCs taken (cum 
score tbd by TEA)

• Students will take a semester exam in 
first semester courses and an EOC in 
the second semester courses.



• A student failing the 
EOC but retains a 
passing average will be 
awarded course credit

• Dual-credit and AP 
classes take the EOC if it 
is attached to an EOC.

• Students may retake 
EOCs as often as 
needed to assist their 
cum score or to pass 
the course but will not 
be allowed to retake to 
increase their final 
grade average if course 
credit was previously 
awarded.

- If a student retakes 
an EOC assessment, 
the District will 
include the retake 
score as 15% of the 
final course grade 
only if the retake 
score allows a 
student to gain 
credit for the course. 
After a student earns 
credit for the course, 
subsequent retakes 
will not be included 
in the calculation of 
the final course 
grade.



TEKS and The Standards

Readiness
Standards

Supporting
Standards

Process
Standards Do or do not... there 

is no try. 

--Yoda



The Three Types of Standards

Readiness:  Deep and enduring understanding 
of  concepts

Supporting:  Assessed less frequently but are 
conceptually linked

Process:  Tested within the Readiness and 
Supporting Standards

Do or do not... there is no try. 

--Yoda



Teaching the TEKS
Teach different process standards with each 

readiness or supporting standards

Integrate the process standards into the 
readiness or supporting standards

 By exposing students to the standards in 
student-friendly language, it increases the 
likelihood of STAAR success

e.g. – There could be 54 different ways to 
assess 1 readiness standard with a 
combination of 9 supporting standards and 
6 process standards.



It Will Come From All Directions

STAAR will ask questions in 
multiple ways and in multiple 
situations at the application level 
or higher!



Where teachers go to get help:

Start with the Denton ISD 
Curriculum Frameworks

• TEKS

• Scope & Sequence 

• Student Expectations!

• Assessments



Writing Tests

Writing:  There are two 
writing samples 
required. Writing will 
be done over two 
separate days.

• 4th and 7th grade have a 
personal narrative and 
an expository. 

• 7th will include an 
extension

• Eng I will include a 
literary (personal 
narrative/fictional) and 
an expository



Personal Narrative/Literary
4th and 7th: Students will look at a picture 
and will have additional directions when 
writing a personal narrative. 

[e.g.  Look at the picture of the girl with 
the death ray. Using a death ray is 
something some people are good at 
using. Think about something that you 
are good at doing and then write a 
composition about it. (Extension for 7th

may be- Also, explain how you know you 
are good at this activity.)]

means to tell “why”

Keep in mind that the picture is NOT the 
subject of the composition.

Look at this picture…



STAAR Updates- ELA

• All secondary tests- one dictionary for every 5 
students

• EOCs- two separate tests (reading and 
writing)

• 4th & 7th grade- writing is a two day test

• All writing tests- students will have to write in 
two different genres

• All writing tests- essays are limited to one 
page



STAAR Updates- Mathematics

• Process Standards will be embedded in at 
least 75% of the items

• Number of griddable questions increasing

– High School grid is changing



STAAR Updates- Science

• Process Standards will be embedded in at 
least 40% of the items

• Number of griddable questions increasing

– High School grid is changing

• Chemistry and Physics- one scientific or 
graphing calculator for each student

• 5th & 8th grade STAAR- many of the supporting 
standards come from previous years’ TEKS



STAAR Updates- Social Studies
• World Geography will be tested for 

the first time this year   2011-2012

• All tests- reflect new TEKS



Curriculum Connections to the 

STAAR
• Based on theTEKS
 Readiness Standards

 Supporting Standards

• Deconstructed TEKS
 Rigor 

 Content

• Pacing









…teach the TEKS



Denton ISD is readying all of its 

resources to successfully meet 

the challenges of the STAAR!


