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School Year 2021 Unique in Many Ways

2021 school year started and 
finished during the first year of 
the COVID-19 Pandemic.



2021: Instructional Options Introduced
Instructional Option Cycle 2 2021 Frequency Percent

1 – On-site/Traditional 295576 62.46

2 – Virtual/Remote Learning 115748 24.46

3 – Hybrid/Blended Learning 61882 13.08

Total 473206

Instructional Option Cycle 7 2021 Frequency Percent

1 – On-site/Traditional 327353 70.09

2 – Virtual/Remote Learning 83873 17.96

3 – Hybrid/Blended Learning 55802 11.95

Total 467028



2021: Unique in Percent 
Tested Statistics

Excerpt from Synthesis of Analyses Regarding 
COVID presented to State Board of Ed 
February 2022. 

https://meetings.boardbook.org/Documents/FileViewerOrPublic/1133?file=3023509b-8404-4782-9ce3-6ca0fcf343a3&isFromMeeting=True
https://meetings.boardbook.org/Documents/FileViewerOrPublic/1133?file=3023509b-8404-4782-9ce3-6ca0fcf343a3&isFromMeeting=True


2021 was a unique year in many ways

● 97% tested at state level
○ Waived state accountability for percent tested for 111 schools and 56 

districts who missed the mark. 
○ Anticipating a return to normal percent tested at school level in 2022.
○ 10 LEAs were required to write a participation plan due to failing to 

test at 95 percent for two consecutive years or more for all students 
or a student subgroup.



As anticipated, most 
schools declined in 
ESSA School Index 
Score in 2021 
compared to 2019.

However, a small 
percent improved in
2021 over 2019.

2021 ESSA School Index Statistics

Percentage of Schools Improving or Declining

Subgroup

Progress

Declined Improved

All 88.21 11.79

Black/African American 87.25 12.75

Hispanic/Latino 81.03 18.97

White 85.25 14.75

Economically 
Disadvantaged

87.29 12.71

EL 84.59 15.41

SPED 72.73 27.27

https://dese.ade.arkansas.gov/Files/ESSA_Summary_100621_20211015142311.pdf


Achievement and Growth

Achievement declined in general: 
mean scale scores were down 
and percentages of students 
Ready/Exceeding declined. 

Weighted achievement declined 
in general; however, some 
schools improved weighted 
achievement scores. 

Value-added growth scores 
demonstrated their largest 
variation at the elementary level 
in 2021. 



Graduation Rates

Schools’ average 4-year adjusted cohort graduation rates were improved in 2021 
ESSA School Index because they were 2020 rates (2020 rates due to lagged 
indicator).

● 2021 rates for the 2022 ESSA Index are relatively stable with some schools 
showing slight declines in 4-year rates but increases in 5-year rates.  



Changes in Chronic Absence 2021

Percentage of students at low 
risk for chronic absence 
increased due to decrease in 
percentage of students at 
moderate risk. 

Students at high risk for 
chronic absence remained 
same for elementary and 
increased slightly for middle 
and high school levels. 



Other SQSS Components

Most other SQSS components demonstrated slight declines in 2021 compared to 
2019, particularly high school level components. 

We anticipate a rebound in 2022 to pre-Pandemic levels. 

Specifics are available at 2021 ESSA School Index Statistics

https://dese.ade.arkansas.gov/Files/ESSA_Summary_100621_20211015142311.pdf

