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Instruction

Field Trips !

Field trips are permissible when the experiences are a part of the school curriculum and/or contribute
to the District’s educational objectives. 2

All field trips must have the Superintendent or designee’s prior approval, except that field trips beyond
a 200-mile radius of the school or extending overnight must have the prior approval of the School
Board.3 The Superintendent or designee shall analyze the following factors to determine whether to
approve a field trip:# educational value, student safety, parent concerns, heightened security alerts, and
liability concerns. On all field trips, a bus fee set by the Superintendent or designee may be charged to
help defray the transportation costs. 3

Parents/guardians of students: (1) shall be given the opportunity to consent to their child’s participation
in any field trip; and (2) are responsible for all entrance fees, food, lodging, or other costs, except that
the District will pay such costs for students who qualify for a fee waiver under Board policy 4:140,
Waiver of Student Fees. All non-participating students shall be provided an alternative experience. Any
field trip may be cancelled without notice due to‘an unforeseen event or condition.

Privately arranged trips, including those led by District staff members, shall not be represented as or
construed to be sponsored by the Districtror school. The District does not provide liability protection

for privately arranged trips and is not responsible for any damages arising from them. ¢

The footnotes are not intended to,be part of the adopted policy; they should be removed before the policy is adopted.

I This is an optional policy. The following is an optional section for including recreational class trips; add to the bottom
of the policy and add “and Recreational Class Trips™ to the policy’s title.
Recreational Class Trips
Recreational class trips are permissible provided they do not interfere with the District’s educational program.
The provisions.dn this policy concerning field trips, except those regarding educational value, are also
applicable to recreational class trips.

2 As an alternative, substitute the verb “encouraged” for “permissible.” State law also permits educational tours as a
course supplement but does not authorize the use of school funds for such tours. 105 ILCS 5/10-22.29b.

3 According to 105 ILCS 5/29-3.1, “[t]he school board may provide transportation for pupils on bona fide field trips in
Illinois or adjacent states.” The superintendent or designee is delegated the responsibility to approve field trips after
considering the factors in the policy.

105 ILCS 5/29-6.3, amended by P.A. 104-367. eff. 1-1-26, allows districts to transport students in multi-function school
activity busses (MFSABs) for school sponsored activities. The use of an MFESAB for curriculum-related or career-related
activities is subject to certain conditions. 625 ILCS 5/11-1414.1. amended by P.A.s 104-256. eff. 7-1-26. and 104-367. eff. 1-
1-26.

4 These are at the local board’s discretion.

5 Transportation fees are permitted by 105 ILCS 5/29-3.1. Such fees cannot exceed the cost of transportation but may
include a reasonable allowance for vehicle depreciation. Id.

6 This paragraph is optional. It seeks to distinguish privately arranged trips from those that are controlled and sponsored
by the district and provides a disclaimer.
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LEGAL REF.: 105 ILCS 5/29-3.1.

CROSS REF.: 4:140 (Waiver of Student Fees), 6:10 (Educational Philosophy and Objectives),
7:10 (Equal Educational Opportunities), 7:270 (Administering Medicines to
Students)
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