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Minnesota Partnership for School Connectedness 

Overview	 Fellowship Components 
The Mirmesota Partnership for School 
Cormectedness (MPSC) is a three-year 
intercollegiate, in terdiscip linary initiative 
partnering the University of Mirmesota 
w ith five diverse 
school districts 
throughout the State 
to increase 
cormectedness and 
engagem ent between 
six th grade teachers 
and their students. 

University staff 
collaborate wi th 
teaching staff in 
tw o ways: 

Teacher Fellow s 
One sixth-grade 
teacher from each 

i Partner Schools 

Duluth 
• Morgan Park Middle 
• Woodland Middle
 

Mapleton
 
• Maple River Middle 

Mounds View 
• Edge wood Mid dle 
• High view Middle 

South Washington County 
• Cottage Grove Middle 
• Woodbury Middle
 

Worthington
 
• Worthington Middle 

school w ill participate 
in a year-long fellowship. 

Teacher Facilitator 
Teachers from non-intervention schools 
d evelop and assist w ith trainings, ensure 
viability and provide quality feedback for 
on going re visions. 

Contact: 
Paul Snyder - psnyder@umn.edu 
Pamela Moore - moore068@urnn.edu 

UNIVERSITY OF MINNESOTA 

Three-day Training Institute 
Goal : Impart relevant knowled ge, 
develop skills, provide su pport, 
build upon school/ d istr ict 
professional developmen t pl ans . 
Each Fellow develops a Student 
Engagement Plan that includes 
learning goals for the year; student 
engagement strategies for 
application in the classroom; and 
areas for additional coaching. 

Ongoing Classroom Intervention 
•	 Classroom observation and
 

coaching, us ing a m od ified
 
version of the Classroom
 
Assessment Scor ing System
 
(CLASS)
 

•	 Tracking and support of
 
Student Engagement Plan
 
implementation
 

Cohort Convenings 
Four one-day convenings for Teacher 
Fellows impart knowledge, develop skills 
and pro vide supp ort throughout the 
school year. 

Attention to School Context 
Meetings with school principals and other 
school district persormel ensure pro gress, 
diffusion of new cormectedness knowled ge 
and student engagement techniques from 
Fellows to other teachers and school staff. 
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T H E KON OPKA I NSTITU TE 

FO R BEST P RACTI CES IN ADOLES CENT HEALTH 

Ho used at the University of Minnesota, the Konopka Institute works in 
partnership with comm unity organizations, service pro viders, educators, 
po licy makers and publ ic agencies to promote th e use of practices, policies 
and systems tha t show the greatest pro mise of support ing genuine healthy 
youth development. 

Improving State Public Health Systems 
T he Institu te receives funding from H RSA/ MCH B to provide training 
and support to Adolescent and Maternal and Ch ild H ealth Professionals 
in State Public He alth depart ments across the cou nty. Act ing as the State 
Adolescent Health Resource C ent er (SAH RC) , Konopka staff work to 
increase the capacity of these public health champions to support the 
needs of adolescents. Center goals: 

•	 Increase attention to
 
adolescents as a group within
 111 111 

State Adolescent Health Resource Center 
the state pu blic health system 

•	 Increase the system's capacity to address adolescent health 

•	 Promote healthy youth development approaches and philosoph ies 

Increasing Youth Connectedness 
Cont inuing th e Institute's longstanding practice oflistening to young 
people and professionals in the field, Konopka Institute's staff developed 
the M innesota Partnership for School C onnectedness (M PSC). Funded 
by the US Department ofEducation, the intercollegiate program 
includes: 

•	 T he Division of Adolescent Health & M edicine, ~.£scD epartment of Pediatrics 

•	 T he Educational Psychology Depart ment , M innesota Partn ership for 
School Connectedness College of Edu cation and H uman De velopment 

•	 Part icipating school d istr icts throughout Minnesota 

MPSC is a statewide teacher fellowsh ip program with mont hly classroom 
teacher observation and coaching. T he partne rsh ip's goal: improved 
connectedness between sixth grade teachers and students. 

Resources 

Listening to New Voices: Youth Voices on Staying in School and 
Dropout Prevention - A summary of findings from Listening Groups 
conducted across Minnesota as part of th e M N Depart ment of 
Education's D ropout Prevent ion Initiative. T he repon do cuments young 
people 's attitu des and beliefs toward high school and dropout preventi on. 
Available at th e Institute's web site. 

eAdolescence - A bi-mo nthly enewslett er th at delivers a list ing of
 

adolescent health resources , publicatio ns and web sires. O rganized
 
arou nd H ealthy People critic al objectives for adolescents . Subscribe by
 
sending an email to bocheOO l @umn.edu.
 

Dr. Ko nopka's Legacy 

With an unshakable belief in the 
potent ial of all young people, the 
Konopka Institute for Best Practices in 
Adolescent H ealth works to answer 
G isela Konopka's request : 

"I would like to leave as a Legacy 

people who can work with th e 

y oung with strength, knowledge, 

im agination and deep caring." 

Gisela was an early voice in the field of 
healthy yout h development . As a 
longtime faculty member in th e School 
of Social Work at the University of 
M innesota, Gisela was a pioneer in the 
social group work method, where she 
would engage young people by listeni ng 
to them, hea ring their stories, th eir 
dreams, th eir aspirations. 

G isela believed that all young peop le can 
achieve thei r dreams and advocated 
through Ollt her lifetime for p ractices, 
policies and systems tha t foster health 
youth development and successful 
transitions from adol escence to 
adulthood. 

7 17 Delaware Street SE, #381
 
Minneapolis, M N 554 14
 

6 12.626.1980
 
www.konopka.umn. edu
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F U N DAMENTAL REQUIREMENTS 

FO R H EALTHY YO UTH D EVELOPMEN T 

In the spring of 1973 the Office of C hild Development 
of the Department of H ealth Education and Welfare 
asked Gisela Konopka and the Center for Youth 
D evelopment and Research, University of M inn esota to 

develop a statement on their concep t of normal 
adolescence and impediments to hea lthy development. 
The statement was viewed as a possible base for 
national policy. 

Youth need the opportunity to: 

•	 Participa te as cit izens, as members of a
 
household, as workers, and as responsible
 
members of society.
 

•	 Gain experi ence in de cision-making. 

•	 Interact with pe ers, and acquire a
 
sense of belonging.
 

•	 Reflect on self in relation to others,
 
and discover self by looking outward
 
as well as inward.
 

•	 Discuss conflicting values and formulate
 
one 's own value system.
 

•	 Exper iment with on e's own identity, with
 
relationships; tryout various roles without
 
having to commit ones ' self irre vocabl y.
 

•	 Develop a feeling of accountab ility in the
 
context of a relationship among equals.
 

•	 Cultivate a capacity to enjoy life. 

Later, Dr. Ko no pka added another requirement 
to th e list: 

•	 Participate in the creative arts, to learn self

expression and communicate deep feelings
 
fro m within.
 

Dr. Gisela Konopka 
1910 - 2003 
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Konopka, G. Requirements for health y development of ado lescent youth, Ad olescence 8(31 ),2-25, 1973. 


