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Instructional & Curricular Philosophy 
The curriculum and instruction of the Brecksville Broadview Heights City School District  
will provide an educational program to assist all students to realize their potential to make 
a positive impact as contributing members of a global society. Both the curriculum and the 
instructional process reflect that each student is a unique individual and learner. 
 
Students are prepared for their futures through strong curriculum and instructional 
practices instilling the competencies of Emotionally-Prepared, Future-Ready, 
Globally-Responsible, and Self-Reliant. In addition, all learners understand the outcomes of 
Always Improving, Stronger Together, and Leave a Legacy stated in the district's culture 
playbook. Additionally, the curriculum and instruction aims to achieve with all learners the 
Culture Playbook outcomes Always Improving, Stronger Together and Leave a Legacy. 
 
Students are at the center of all we do in the Brecksville Broadview Heights City School 
District. We practice standards-driven curriculum and instruction in all content areas:  

●​ We anchor all learning in Ohio’s learning standards.  

●​ We utilize data-driven, evidence-based instruction and decision making.  

●​ We utilize assessments directly aligned to Ohio’s learning standards to collect data 
on student growth and mastery, adjusting and adapting instruction to meet the 
learning needs of all students.  

●​ We foster a culture of continuous growth in learning for both students and staff.  

●​ We believe that learning is a lifelong pursuit and that everyone has the capacity to 
grow and continually learn.  

●​ We provide supportive learning environments that encourage active engagement, 
curiosity, exploration, and rigorous levels of learning.  

 

Brecksville-Broadview Heights City Schools | 4 



 

 

 

Brecksville-Broadview Heights City Schools | 5 



 

Ceramics 

District Overview of Content 

Ohio’s Visual Arts standards provide a framework that allows all students to understand 
and develop skills to create and critique visual art.  
 
Through discovery, inquiry, analysis and application, the standards promote: 

●​ critical thinking,  
●​ personal expression and creativity,  
●​ collaboration and communication skills, and interdisciplinary connections, 
●​ use of technology as a tool for artistic expression,  
●​ appreciation for diversity of visual art, 
●​ understanding the value and role of visual art in society. 

 
A high-quality visual art education provides a unique set of learning experiences for 
students. The following illustrates the guiding principles of a visual art curriculum.  

●​ Exercise and develop creativity as an essential intellectual activity. 
●​ Create and collaborate with peers to develop leadership and team-building skills. 
●​ Engage with visual art in a thoughtful, knowledgeable and ethically responsible 

way. 
●​ Practice self-discipline, problem-solving and innovation skills through varied art 

experiences. 
Ohio’s Learning Standards for Visual Arts Standards overview is copied from Ohio’s DEW 

Specific Grade Level Overview 

●​ Students will create both functional pottery and sculptural ceramic pieces. They 
will utilize their handbuilding skills from Ceramics I to create more intentional 
works of 3D art. 

●​ Students will also explore functional pottery through the use of the pottery wheel. 
This course will also discuss the ways ceramics has historically contributed to 
society. 

●​ The course will investigate the roles of practice, experimentation and revision in 
the artmaking experience. 

Materials 

●​ Clay: Low Fire and Stoneware 
●​ Glaze: Cone 04- Cone 6 
●​ Various carving and sculpture tools 
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Assessments 

●​ Project based assessment 
●​ Formative & summative feedback 
●​ Portfolio and written reflections 

Content Standards 

Ohio’s Learning Standards for Fine Arts: Visual Arts 

Scope and Sequence of Knowledge and Skills to Be Learned 

Semester Class 

Quarters 1/3 

●​ HSI.1CR Develop a practice of engaging with sources for idea generation. 
●​ HSI.2CR Select the appropriate creative processes for potential solutions to artistic 

problems. 
●​ HSI.3CR Explore visual literacy strategies as a means to develop individual 

communication. 
●​ HSI.3PE Organize the elements of art and principles of design to intentionally 

construct works of art. 

 

Quarters 2/4 

●​ HSI.2RE Apply self-assessment and goal-setting practices to revise artworks and 
document personal growth. 

●​ HSI.3RE Develop art criticism methods when responding to artworks. 
●​ HSI.3CO Investigate emotional experiences through personal and collaborative 

artistic processes. 
●​ HSI.1PE Refine levels of artisanship while modeling persistence. 
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