
Fort Smith Public Schools 
Barling Area Attendance Data Presentation

February 27, 2023



Fort Smith Public 
Schools Area 
Attendance Zone 
Map



Northside and Southside 
Historical Enrollment Data

2022 was the first year that NHS and 
SHS were expanded from 10-12 
campuses to 9-12 campuses 
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Ten Year Forecast by High 
School Campus

 Average Max Fall ENROLLMENT PROJECTIONS

Campus Name Capacity Capacity 2022/23 2023/24 2024/25 2025/26 2026/27 2027/28 2028/29 2029/30 2030/31 2031/32 2032/33

Northside High School 2,293 2,787 2,433 2,391 2,436 2,347 2,279 2,252 2,214 2,191 2,223 2,223 2,196

Southside High School 2,490 2,739 1,956 1,994 2,029 1,992 1,884 1,899 1,878 1,918 2,004 2,014 2,049

HIGH SCHOOL TOTALS 4,783 5,526 4,389 4,385 4,465 4,339 4,163 4,151 4,092 4,109 4,227 4,237 4,245

High School Absolute Change   98 -4 80 -126 -176 -12 -59 17 118 10 8

High School Percent Change   2.28% -0.09% 1.82% -2.82% -4.06% -0.29% -1.42% 0.42% 2.87% 0.24% 0.19%

 Average Max Fall ENROLLMENT PROJECTIONS

Campus Name Capacity Capacity 2022/23 2023/24 2024/25 2025/26 2026/27 2027/28 2028/29 2029/30 2030/31 2031/32 2032/33

Northside High School 2,293 2,787 2,433 2,281 2,324 2,232 2,168 2,136 2,104 2,078 2,113 2,111 2,086

Southside High School 2,490 2,739 1,956 2,104 2,141 2,107 1,995 2,015 1,988 2,031 2,114 2,126 2,159

HIGH SCHOOL TOTALS 4,783 5,526 4,389 4,385 4,465 4,339 4,163 4,151 4,092 4,109 4,227 4,237 4,245

High School Absolute Change   98 -4 80 -126 -176 -12 -59 17 118 10 8

High School Percent Change   2.28% -0.09% 1.82% -2.82% -4.06% -0.29% -1.42% 0.42% 2.87% 0.24% 0.19%

Current High School 
Boundary

Shifting Barling ES to Southside High 
School Boundary







A survey was sent to Barling Elementary School families and Chaffin 
Middle School families.

The following questions were asked:

1. Are you in favor or against moving the Barling Elementary High 
School Attendance Area from Northside High School to Southside 
High School?

2. Are you a resident of the Barling Elementary Area Attendance 
Zone?

3. Do you have students in the Fort Smith Public School District? If 
so, what level (Elementary, Middle, or High School)?

Survey Data



Survey Data

1. Are you in favor or against moving the Barling Elementary High School 
Attendance Area from Northside High School to Southside High School?



Survey Data: Are you a resident of the Barling Area Attendance 
Zone?



Survey Data: Do you have children enrolled in the Fort Smith 
Public School district?



Questions and Answers
What are the current busing needs for high school students attending NHS to/from 

Barling? How many students, buses? Just HS students on the bus or is it shared? What 

is the route(s)? How many stops?

We currently have three secondary buses that serve Barling. All three carry both Northside and Chaffin students. 

Total NHS/CMS students on all three buses combined average - 115 

Total NHS students on all three buses combined average - 50

Bus 22 serves the Barling area south of Hwy 22 down to Zero (hwy 253) (5 stops)

Bus 93 serves the Chaffee Crossing area around Wells Lake, Hwy 253, and also part of Barling north of Hwy 22       

(H street and Springhill Rd) (9 stops)

Bus 103 serves the north side of Barling (north of H street) (3 stops)

Here is the attendance information for the Barling attendance area including secondary schools and number of 

students attending each one - these are total students living there and which schools they attend, not how many 

ride the bus:

NHS - 105

SHS - 116 (no bus service offered)

Chaffin - 142

Belle Point - 6 (bus service to NHS then transfer bus to BP)

Ramsey - 5 (no bus service)

Darby - 3 (no bus service)



Questions and Answers

Do we see Barling students uniformly attending Chaffin or are there AAEs for other 

middle schools?

Barling can only obtain a middle school Attendance Area Exception (AAE)  to Darby. All the other middle 

schools are currently closed to an AAE. Student Services is currently researching the demographics to 

determine the middle schools that will be open and/or closed for the 2023-24 school year.



Questions and Answers

What offerings (programs, classes, clubs, etc) are unique to only NHS or SHS.  

Also more about what factors are impacting school choice such as was 

discussed in the meeting.  I am curious how that will be surveyed and can 

responses for those living in Barling be teased out as well? 

Northside

GNN (Grizzly News Network)

JROTC (also offered to SHS students)

Photography

Construction Pathway

Southside

S.T.A.R. Academy of Innovation

Wal-Mart Program for Academic Self-contained students



Questions and Answers

How many Barling students currently go to Northside / Southside?

Current:

NHS - 104

SHS - 109

How do the NHS staff numbers compare to the SHS staff numbers.

Northside

Certified- 146

Classified- 58

Administrators- 5

Total- 209

Southside

Certified- 127

Classified- 61

Administrators- 5

Total- 193



Questions and Answers

How many Barling students currently ride the bus?

There are about 50 NHS students on average who ride the buses each day. There is no regular route 

transportation to SHS from Barling since it is in the Northside attendance area. 



Administrative Protocol for Secondary AAE’s

Secondary AAE’s will be issued the first school day following Winter Break until July 1 
for the following school year. Transfers may be issued after July 1, but the student will 
not be eligible for AAA competition for a full calendar year.  AAE’s will be issued for 
the first 20 school days of each semester.

Due to high student enrollment, limits may be observed for some secondary schools.

All secondary AAE’s will be valid as long as the student remains in the requested 
school.



Administrative Practice for AAE’s

Parents come to the office of Student Services to request AAE.

Within the time frame for allowing AAE’s parents select a reason for changing attendance 
area:

● Transportation or After School Care
● Parental Preference
● Change of Peer Group
● Other

Parents then…

Swear/affirm that all information is true and correct

Are informed in writing…Arkansas Activities Association (AAA) July 1 deadline or ineligible

Are informed in writing…AAE’s are contingent on space availability

Are informed in writing…Transportation is the sole responsibility of the parent

Parents whose student will be participation in AAA extracurricular activities are instructed to 
visit with the Activities and Athletics office to discuss eligibility implications of AAE’s.


