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Talented and Gifted Programs and Services

Purpose

MESD shall be committed to an educational program that recognizes, identifies and serves the unique
strengths and needs of students identified as talented and glfted st&dents Talented and gifted students are

] i ¢ gl demonstrate
exceptlonal performance when compared to apphcable development or leamlng progressions, with
consideration given for variations in student’s opportunity to learn and to culturally relevant indicators of
ability.

Identification Process
The MESD Board directs the Superintendent or designee to develop a swritten-identification process for

identifyring-academically talented and inteHeetually gifted students K-12. [(See Board policy IGBBA —
Talented and Gifted Students — Identification**)]

After due consideration of the input of staff, parents and the community to establish a written
identification process this process shall include at a minimum:

1.  Behavioral, learning and/or performance information; and

2. A nationally standardized academic achievement and/or mental ability test for assistance in
identifying academically talented students or Oregon Assessment of Knowledge and Skills (OAKS).

MESD shall make an effort to identify talented and gifted students from populations such as:

1. Ethnic minorities;

2. Economically disadvantaged;

3. Culturally different;

4. Underachieving gifted;

5. Students with disabilities.

The MESD Board has established an appeals process for a parent or guardian to utilize if they are
dissatisfied with the programs and services recommended for their student that has been identified as

talented and gifted, and wish to request reconsideration. The appeal process is identified in administrative
regulation IGBB-AR(1)-Appeals Procedure for Talented and Gifted Identification and Placement.
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The MESD Board has established a procedure to utilize if a student, a parent or guardian of a student
attending a school operated by the MESD or a person who resides in the MESD has a complaint regarding
the appropriateness of programs and services provided for a student identified as talented and gifted. The
complaint procedure IGBB-AR(2) Complaints Regarding the Talented and Gifted Program, is available at
the ESD’s administrative office and on the home page of the ESD’s website.

Programs and Services
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The ESD will develop aritten plan of instruction for talented and gifted students_

The plan will be provided at the school or the distriet- MESD office, when requested, and will be published
on the distriet’s MESD’s website. The MESD website shall alse provide the name and contact information
of the distriet’ss MESD’s coordinator of special education and programs for talented and gifted.

The Superintendent shall remove any administrative barriers that may exist which restrict students’ access
to appropriate services and shall develop program and service options. These options may include, but are
not limited to, the following:

1.  Early Entrance

(i

Grade Skipping
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10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

Ungraded/Multi-age Classes
Cluster Grouping in Regular Classes
Continuous Progress

Cross Grade Grouping
Compacted/Fast-Paced Curriculum
Special Full- or Part-Time Classes
Advanced Placement Classes
Honors Classes

Block Classes

Independent Study

Credit by Examination

Concurrent Enrollment
Mentorship/Internship

Academic Competitions

Magnet Programs/Schools

Parent Notification

MESD may also identify and provide programs for students who demonstrate outstanding ability or
potential in creative abilityies in using original or nontraditional methods in thinking and producing
leadership abiities ability in motivating the performance of others in educational or non-educational
settings; and\or unusual-abilities ability in the visual or performing arts, such as dance, music or art.
MESD shall further inform parents of program or service options available and provide them an
opportunity to participate in selecting those programs or options most appropriate for their student.

MESD shall inform parents of the identification of their student as talented and gifted in writing.

END OF POLICY
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Legal Reference(s):

ORS 343.391 ORS 343.407 OAR 581-022-1310 to -1330
ORS 343.395 ORS 343.409 OAR 581-022-2370

ORS 343.396 ORS 343.413

ORS 343.397 SB-486(2021)

ORS 343.401
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http://policy.osba.org/orsredir.asp?ors=ors-343
http://policy.osba.org/orsredir.asp?ors=ors-343
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http://policy.osba.org/orsredir.asp?ors=ors-343
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http://policy.osba.org/orsredir.asp?ors=ors-343
http://arcweb.sos.state.or.us/pages/rules/oars_500/oar_581/581_022.html
http://arcweb.sos.state.or.us/pages/rules/oars_500/oar_581/581_022.html

