2015 Elected Officials Tour

Resource speakers:

Dr. James Averill

MDARD State Veterinarian
averilljl@michigan.gov

Laura Campbell

Michigan Farm Bureau, Manager Ag Ecology Department
lcampbe@michfb.com

Lindsay Martin

Gratiot and Clinton County MAEAP Technician
lindsey.martin@macd.org

Dr. Melissa Millerick-May

MSU Department of Human Medicine, Division of Occupational and
Environmental Medicine
melissa.may@hc.msu.edu

Jerry May

MSU Extension Educator
mayg@msu.edu

Wayne Whitman

MDARD Right to Farm Division
WhitmanW@michigan.gov



Klaas Vanderploeg grew up on a dairy farm in the Neth-
erlands. Mares was born and raised in Welland, Ontario. They
met when Mares, who was at the time studying animal science
at the University of Guelph in Ontario, traveled to the Nether-
lands to work on his dairy farm. In 1991, after purchasing the
Pendell Dairy Farm, they, along with oldest son Tony, moved
to Gratiot County. Klaas and Mares have four children; Tony,
Hank, Louise and Alex. All four have either graduated from or
are currently attending MSU. In 2011 Tony graduated with a
degree in Agribusiness Management and returned to help
manage the farm.

Current farm operation:

2,700 milk cows

72 cow carousel milk parlor

2,400 acres crops

600 acres corn purchased for silage
40 employees

Over the years the
farm gradually expand-
ed from the 181 cows
the Vanderploeg’s
were milking in 1991 to§
1,700 cows in 2005. In
2012 they added two
new barns, a carousel
milk parlor and ex-
panded to 2,700 cows. Manure at the new facility is sepa-
rated into liquid and solids to reduce odor and the dried
manure solids provide a sustainable source of bedding.

Animal care, nutrition, health and comfort are all
components of a successful dairy farm. Cows on the carou-
sel are more relaxed during the milking process. Recycled
drywall is added daily to the free stalls to maintain cow
health. All employees are taught and expected to provide
appropriate cow care. Grains and forages are harvested
and stored to maintain quality and provide maximum nutri-
tive value.

The farm has a Michigan Department of Environ-
mental Quality NPDES permit. The NPDES permit requires
records and documentation that the farm is environmen-
tally sound. All manure storage structures are closely moni-
tored. Fields are soil tested and manure is applied to meet
the needs of the growing crop. Neighboring cash crop
farmers also use the farm’s manure to reduce their com-
mercial fertilizer needs. All this is documented in the farm’s
Comprehensive Nutrient Management Plan (CNMP) which

is written and annually reviewed by a paid consultant.
Mares Vanderploeg provided the content contained in this text
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Cary's Pioneer Farms was established in 1944 by
Charles and Neoma Cary. There was never a doubt in
Charles’ mind what he was going to do to support a
family. There is no way to explain to those who don't
know farming as to why we love it. "It just gets in our
blood" Farming is an independence that is like the free
birds in the air.

Current farm operation:
Scott: joined farm in 1967
Matt: joined farm in 1992
Jake: joined farm in 1995

4 full & 3 part time employees

Seasonal help as needed
2,300 cattle and 4,100 of acres

Left to right: Matt, Charles, Scott and Jake Cary
Children, grandchildren and great grandchildren sitting on the fence

Cary's Pioneer Farms , 1944

The farm has grown from just a couple hundred
acres in 1944 to 4,100 acres of cash crops and
2,300 head of cattle today. Many of the challenges
of farming are the same as they were 20 years ago.
We still till, plant, care for animals and worry about
the weather. But now technology plays a much big-
ger role and environmental compliance takes much
more of our time. We strongly support the Mich-
igan Agriculture Environmental Assurance Program
(MAEAP) and are also permitted thru M-DEQ.
MAEAP is a huge pride for the farmers that choose
to do this voluntary program. Environmentally we
do it for our kids, our community and because it is
the right thing to do. With that we get to say we are

stewards of the land and feeding the WORLD!!
Text provided by Matt Cary
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Gratiot County ag production — then and now

Product 1997 County Production * Product 2012 County Production *
Milk 138 M Ibs.” 7,220 cows Milk 547 M Ibs.’ 22,700 cows
Soybeans 3.0 M bu. 79,400 acres Soybeans 4.1 M bu. 80,543 acres
Corn 9.6 M bu. 77,900 acres Corn 14.8 M bu. 91,299 acres
Cattle 10,600 hd. marketed’ Cattle 10,600 hd. marketed’

Hogs 49,300 hd. marketed” Hogs 140,000 hd. marketed”

Dry beans 350,700 cwt. 21,000 acres Dry beans 84,095 cwt. 6,050 acres
Sugarbeets 300,000 T 16,200 acres Sugarbeets 267,000 T 10,700 acres
Corn silage 102,200 T 5,900 acres Corn silage 268,000 T 12,600 acres
Wheat 0.8 M bu. 12,100 acres Wheat 1.7 M bu. 20,800 acres
Hay & haylage 13,300 acres’ Hay & haylage 17,400 acres

11997 and 2012 USDA Ag Census unless otherwise noted
’Calculated using reported milk production per cow
*Unchaged due to lack of USDA data

*Calculated using standard industry production parameters and
phase of production

Extension 52002 USDA Ag Census
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