
 
 

January 13, 2023  

 

Madison Board of Education: 

The Board requested the proposal to expand the Choice Program and allow students from New 
Haven Public Schools to attend Madison Public Schools be placed on the agenda for the January 
17 Budget Workshop meeting. This letter documents the rationale and potential financial impact 
of this expanded program. Also attached is the original letter and proposal that was sent to the 
Board on October 11, 2022. 

Through Policy #5030.2 Interdistrict School Attendance Areas our students do attend New 
Haven Choice programs. Prior to the pandemic, an average of 12 high school students residing in 
Madison attended Educational Center for the Arts (ECA) and we have some student participation 
at The Sound School.  Recent participation numbers have not recovered to pre-pandemic levels, 
but we expect they will eventually return to the average of 12 students. Therefore, Madison 
students benefit from the Choice program in New Haven, but New Haven students cannot attend 
our schools due to the recent determination that only towns within the ACES area can participate 
in Choice. Prior to 2021, ACES did contact Madison Public Schools each year to inquire if we 
would offer seats for New Haven students. Current policy allows participation in Choice but 
references the LEARN regional programs, and therefore a policy change would be necessary.  

Below please find important information regarding this proposal: 

1. Funding - The District would likely receive $3,000 per student as I do not anticipate we 
would hit any of the higher enrollment incentives. We know from districts who are 
successful with Choice that the funds should be directed towards experiences for Choice 
students. Examples of which include transportation costs, support for families to attend 
Madison events, support from staff in after school hours, etc. 

 
 The state pays a grant as follows: 

o $3,000 per student enrolled to the receiving district if the number of Open Choice 
students is less than 2 percent of the total population of the receiving district; 

o $4,000 per student enrolled if the number of Open Choice students is greater than 
or equal to 2 percent but less than 3 percent of the total population of the receiving 
district;  

o $6,000 per student enrolled if the number of Open Choice students is greater than 
or equal to 3 percent but less than 4 percent of the total population of the receiving 
district; 



 
 

o $6,000 per student if enrollment is greater than 4,000 students and the number of 
students in the program increased by 50 percent; or 

o $8,000 per student enrolled if the number of Open Choice students is greater than 
or equal to 4 percent of the total student population of the receiving district.   

 
 

2. Special Education Costs - Costs directly related to the student would be eligible to be 
billed back to New Haven Public Schools.  For example, if a student is assigned a one-to-
one special education paraprofessional, the cost of that paraprofessional would be billed 
to New Haven Schools. Another example of a billable cost would be if a student requires 
special transportation. 
 

3. Educational Support - Choice students would receive educational tiered support through 
Madison teachers and support staff. This is not something that is billed to New 
Haven.  We do not anticipate that this would require more staffing for MPS.  
 

4. Benefit to Students in Madison - Over 50% of the students in K-12 education in 
Connecticut are students of color. Currently 10% of students in Madison identify as a 
student of color. Students will leave our school district and be exposed to greater 
diversity at college and in the workforce and many students seek that greater diversity. 
Successful programs like the ABC House have shown us how diversity has added to our 
educational experience and given us tools to make our participation in Choice as 
successful as possible.  
  

5. Benefit to Students in New Haven - We are very proud of our education system which 
consistently ranks within the top school districts in Connecticut. Offering a Madison 
Public Schools education is important for all the reasons we appreciate our local school 
district.  
 

6. Opportunity for Diversity - Although the number is small, students from Madison do 
attend schools outside of Madison. I have had local families share with me that one of the 
reasons they look elsewhere is because they seek a more diverse experience for their 
student(s).   

 
7. Districts in our DRG participating in Choice - Most districts in our DRG who are in an 

area eligible to participate in Choice do participate in Choice. See original letter.  
 

8. Recruitment of staff of color - The Board has a policy (Policy #4040 Plan for Minority 
Educator Recruitment) that encourages the recruitment of staff of color, recognizing the 
positive impact it has on Madison students. Staff of color often cite that they would prefer 
to work in districts with more diversity. Our participation in Choice would potentially 
provide that experience and improve our results in recruitment and retention of staff of 
color.     

 
The next step in the process would be for the Superintendent to approach the legislature to 
receive approval for Madison to accept students from New Haven. This process would occur 



 
 

during the 2023 session. If approved, the earliest the district would enroll students through the 
Choice program would be for the 2024/2025 school year. 
 

Sincerely,  

Craig A. Cooke, Ph.D.  

Superintendent of Schools  

 

Cc: Gail Dahling-Hench, Assistant Superintendent of Schools 
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