
Foster Care Educational Stability Overview



Child is placed into

foster care.

DPHHS/Tribal Agency

notifies district and

OPI within two school

days.

OPI updates child's

foster care status in

AIM.

Does location of the foster

care placement result in a

potential change to child's

school?

Child remains in school of origin and attending school until best interest decision is

made.² Best interest decision is collaboratively made between the Child Protection

Specialist (CPS) and school liaison.  W ithin two business days of the youth being

placed in foster care or change of placement, the CPS will complete the Best

interest Determination and Transportation Plan Document. The document will be

sent to the local school liaison for review within two working days.

All school based

services will be

provided as required in

ESSA..¹

NO YES

Is the Best Interest Determination

and Transportation Plan agreed

to by both parties?

YES

Local school liaison and CPS hold meeting

within three business days to finalize the Best

Interest Determination and Transportation Plan.

Decision Point

DPPHS/Tribal  Agency

School/District

State Agency and School/District

OPI

¹Services include but not limited to: free school meals, transportation, other federal programs, and mental health support.

²Based on 60 miles/60 minutes - MCA 20-10-121 Duty of Trustees to Provide Transportation–Types of Transportation-Bus Riding Time Limitation.

³Based on MCA 20-1-213 Transfer of School Records.

NO

Child is immediately

enrolled in new

school.

New school requests student

records same day  from school of

origin and school of origin sends

records within  five school days. ³


