
Act 1240 Waiver Request

District: Springdale School District

LEA Number: 7207000

Superintendent: Dr. Jared Cleveland

Email: jcleveland@sdale.org

Contact for Waiver: Kendra Clay

Contact Email: kclay@sdale.org

Contact Phone: 479-750-8800

Date Received by DESE:

The following documents must be submitted with the waiver request:
1. Board resolution approving the waiver request
2. Evidence of stakeholder involvement, including teachers and student families
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Waiver Request #2
Topic: Class Size and Teaching Load

Standards/Statutes/Rules:

Ark. Code Ann. § 6-17-812

DESE Rules Governing Class Size and Teaching Load

DESE Standards for Accreditation 1-A.5
DESE Standards for Accreditation 1-A.6

Duration Requested: 5 years

Name of Open-Enrollment
Charter Holding the Waiver EStem

Schools, Grades or Classes
the Wavier Will Apply To Districtwide K-12

PURPOSE OF THE WAIVER
(Must check at least one)

X Enhance Student Learning Opportunities

☐ Promote Innovation

X Increase Equitable Access to Effective Teachers

1. Provide a DETAILED RATIONALE explaining how the waiver will enhance student learning
opportunities, promote innovation, or increase equitable access to effective teachers.  Include
information about the problem or obstacle, if any, the waiver will help the district overcome.

Every decision made in the Springdale School District is made in the best interests of students.  At
the elementary level (grades K-5), there are times throughout the school year when a student enrolls
and his/her attendance zone school does not have an available seat in the student’s grade.  If this
occurs, students are transferred to another elementary school in the district that has an opening.  The
district has developed an efficient system to transfer students based on the existing high school
feeder patterns.  When space within the feeder patterns does not exist, the District transfers students
across feeder patterns.  This process is not efficient.  Allowing teachers to hold no more than 2
students over at any time will reduce the number of students who must be transferred from their
attendance zone school mid semester.  The District will continue to plan staffing for the current class
size requirements but will use the waiver to accommodate overages that occur mid-semester.
Allowing flexibility for class sizes will enhance student learning opportunities and increase equitable
access to effective teachers by eliminating travel times for transfer students.

At the secondary level (grades 6-12), there are times when scheduling prohibits students from taking
certain classes that the student wants to take.  With a waiver of class size and teaching load, a
maximum of 2 additional students per class (and therefore 12 additional students to the teaching
load) would be allowed when scheduling necessitates the overage.  The District will continue to plan
staffing for the current class size requirements but will use the waiver to accommodate scheduling
conflicts.  Allowing flexibility for class size and teaching load will enhance student learning
opportunities by allowing students to take classes that they requested and are interested in rather
than being assigned to a class with an opening.
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2. Provide a detailed explanation of how the services being waived will be provided for students.

As described above, the class size and teaching load waiver will allow the best possible instruction to
occur for students by limiting transfers at the elementary level and allowing students to take classes
of their choosing at the secondary level.

3. Provide a detailed explanation of how the district will monitor and evaluate the effectiveness of the
waiver.

This will be measured by the number of student transfers (decrease from current numbers) and the
number of student course requests being filled.
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