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Weighted/Unweighted Courses 
Districts, including Amphitheater Public Schools, have utilized an 
academic course structure that assigns both weighted and 
unweighted values to courses that are most often associated with 
courses that are deemed “on-level” or “advanced.” 

Historically, classes that are awarded a “weighted” value include 
courses where students are completing course work that is college 
level and/or beyond what a student would experience in an “on-
level” course. Courses, such as AP, IB, Honors, Dual Enrollment not 
only have to meet State Standards, but must comply with the 
program’s or university’s/college’s course requirements and 
standards.



Differentiating Course Requirements



Examples of Weighted Courses 

Weighted courses in Amphitheater are 
“weighted” on a 5-point scale.

Thus, a student’s grade and GPA would be 
weighted, meaning:

Grade Weight

A 5 points

B 4 points

C 3 points

D 2 points

F 0 points



How Will a Student Know? 
Amphitheater’s Academic Guide (Course 
Catalog), which is reviewed and published 
annually, includes notations that informs 
students and parents if a course is weighted.



How Will a Student Know? 



How are GPAs Calculated 

A student’s GPA is determined by 
multiplying each grade associated with a 
course and dividing by the total number 
of courses a student has completed. 

A student’s GPA can be calculated 
during each grading term; however, the 
student’s cumulative GPA can also be 
calculated at the end of each year and at 
the conclusion of a student’s senior year. 



Calculating GPAs: Unweighted and Weighted

Unweighted vs. Weighted



Examples: 
Class: Credit: Grade: Value in GPA

English 11 1.0 A 4 x 1 = 4 pts

US History 1.0 B 3 x 1 = 3 pts

AP Calculus* 1.0 B 4 x 1 = 4 pts

Engineering* 1.0 A 5 x 1 = 5 pts

Marching Band 1.0 C 2 x 1 = 2 pts

AP Chemistry* 1.0 C 3 x 1 = 3 pts

* Weighted course

* Weighted GPA



Examples: 
Class: Credit: Grade: Value in GPA

English 11 1.0 A 4 x 1 = 4 pts

US History 1.0 B 3 x 1 = 3 pts

AP Calculus* 1.0 B 3 x 1 = 3 pts

Engineering* 1.0 A 4 x 1 = 4 pts

Marching Band 1.0 C 2 x 1 = 2 pts

AP Chemistry* 1.0 C 2 x 1 = 2 pts

* Weighted course

* Unweighted GPA



Information on GPAs 

A Notable Exception 



How GPAs Impact Students
Student GPAs have a profound impact on opportunities during and after high 
school. 

Prior to graduating, a student’s GPA has an impact on their ability to participate 
in extracurricular activities, admittance into school organizations, such as 
National Honor Society, and their ability to earn “Honors” prior to graduation.  



How GPAs Impact Students



Class Rank

Student class rank, which is directly related to a student’s weighted GPA, 
determines a student’s ranking within their cohort.

Class rank is also used to determine the Valedictorian, Salutatorian, and Top 
Ten for each graduating class. 

Similar to weighted GPA, class rank is often required information when 
student’s apply for scholarships or admissions to in/out-of-state universities.



Questions


