
 

Changes in 2010-2011 Secondary Handbook: 
 
Added form to forms packet: 
Recommended in TASB model.  

Use of Student Work in District Publications 
 
Page 23 
Changed wording to reflect changes in CTE (TEA changes) 

CAREER AND TECHNOLOGY PROGRAMS 
The District offers career and technology programs in Agriculture Food and Natural 
Resources, Finance, Business Management and Administration, Human Services, and 
Hospitality and Tourism. Admission to these programs is based on student interest, and 
career research.  
 
Pages 23-26 
Updated Cheerleading/Mascot Guidelines to wording reviewed by the board. 
 
Page 27 
FROM- The University of Texas at Austin may limit the number of students 
automatically admitted to 75 percent of the university’s enrollment capacity for incoming 
freshmen. 
 
TO- The University of Texas at Austin may limit the number of students automatically 
admitted to 75 percent of the University’s enrollment capacity for incoming resident 
freshmen.  For students who are eligible to enroll in the University of Texas at Austin 
during the summer or fall 2011 term, the University will be admitting the top eight 
percent of the high school’s graduating class who meet the above requirements.  
Additional applicants will be considered by the University through an independent 
review process. 
 
Page 28- 
 
FROM- All Band and state required P.E. classes will count in determining numerical 
average.  (If Band is used by the student to meet the Fine Arts credit requirement, the first 
two semesters of Band taken in grades 9 - 12 will be used as a Fine Arts credit to 
determine GPA.) 
TO- All band, P.E., and athletic classes that are listed as state approved credits on the 
student’s transcript will count in determining numerical average.  (If Band is used by the 
student to meet the Fine Arts credit requirement, the first two semesters of Band taken in 
grades 9 - 12 will be used as a Fine Arts credit to determine GPA.) 
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FROM- For computing the numeric average for seniors, the third nine weeks grades will 
be counted as the 2nd semester grade. 
TO- For computing the numeric average for seniors, the third nine weeks grades and final 
dual credit grades will be counted as the 2nd semester grade. 
 
Page 30 
 
Added-  
Students in grades 9–12 have opportunities to earn college credit through the following 
methods: 
• Certain courses taught at the high school campus, which may include courses termed 

dual credit, Advanced Placement (AP), or International Baccalaureate (IB); 

• Enrollment in an AP or dual credit course through the Texas Virtual School Network; 

• Enrollment in courses taught in conjunction and in partnership with Southwest Texas 
Junior College 

• Certain CTE courses. 

 

Page 47-  
Under GRADING GUIDELINES 
Added- 
Grading guidelines for each grade level or course will be communicated and distributed 
to students and their parents by the classroom teacher.  These guidelines have been 
reviewed by each applicable curriculum department and have been approved by the 
campus principal.  These guidelines establish the minimum number of assignments, 
projects, and examinations required for each grading period.  In addition, these guidelines 
establish how the student’s mastery of concepts and achievement will be communicated 
(i.e., letter grades, numerical averages, checklist of required skills, etc.).  Grading 
guidelines also outline in what circumstances a student will be allowed to redo an 
assignment or retake an examination for which the student originally made a failing 
grade.   
 

 
Page 47 
Added- 

Graduation Programs 
The district offers the graduation programs listed below.  All students entering grade 9 
are required to enroll in the Recommended Program or Advanced/Distinguished 
Achievement Program.  Permission to enroll in the Minimum Program will be granted 
only if a written agreement is reached among the student, the student’s parent or person 
standing in parental relation, and the counselor or appropriate administrator.  In order for 
a student to take courses under the Minimum Program, the student must be at least 16 
years of age; have completed at least two credits each in English language arts, math, 
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science, and social studies courses that are required for graduation; or have failed grade 9 
one or more times.  [See policy EIF(LEGAL).] 
All students must meet the following credit and course requirements for graduation under 
the programs listed: 
 
Courses Number of credits 

Minimum 
Program 

Number of credits 
Recommended 

Program 

Number of credits 
Advanced/ 

Distinguished 
Achievement 

Program 

English/Language 
Arts 

4 4 4 

Mathematics 3 4 4 

Science 2 or 3 4 4 

Social Studies 2.5 or 3.5 3.5 3.5 

Economics 0.5 0.5 0.5 

Physical Education 1 1 1 

Speech 0.5 0.5 0.5 

Language other than 
English 

 2 3 

Fine Arts 1 (effective for 
grade 9 in 2010–
2011 school year 
and thereafter) 

1 1 

Electives 7.5 credits (prior to 
2010–2011) 

6.5 credits (2010–
2011 and thereafter) 

5.5 credits 4.5 credits 

Miscellaneous   Completion of 4 
Advanced Measures 

TOTAL 22 credits 26 credits 26 credits 
 
Information regarding specific courses required or offered in each curriculum area, along 
with a description of advanced measures available to students in the 
Advanced/Distinguished Achievement Program, will be distributed to students each 
spring in order to enroll in courses for the upcoming school year. 
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Page 49 
Removed sentence- Students will not be allowed to participate in UIL activities because 
they will be considered a full-time student at BEA. (UIL rules state that academic 
alternative school students may participate in UIL activities) 
 
Page 50 

Added-  

JUNIOR HIGH SCHOOL PROMOTION AND GRADUATION 
In grades 7-8, promotion to the next grade level shall be based on an overall average of 
70 on a scale of 100 based on course level, grade-level standards (essential knowledge 
and skills) for all subject areas and a grade of 70 or above in language arts (an average of 
reading and language arts), math, science, and social studies. (EIE LOCAL) 
Eight graders participating in graduation ceremonies must have met the above 
requirements and must also have passed the 8th grade reading and math TAKS tests.   
 
 
Page 51 
Was in last year’s handbook but moved from earlier section by TASB to page 55. 

Bacterial Meningitis 
State law specifically requires the district to provide the following information: 
• What is meningitis? 

Meningitis is an inflammation of the covering of the brain and spinal cord.  It can be 
caused by viruses, parasites, fungi, and bacteria.  Viral meningitis is most common 
and the least serious.  Bacterial meningitis is the most common form of serious 
bacterial infection with the potential for serious, long-term complications.  It is an 
uncommon disease, but requires urgent treatment with antibiotics to prevent 
permanent damage or death. 

• What are the symptoms? 

Someone with meningitis will become very ill.  The illness may develop over one or 
two days, but it can also rapidly progress in a matter of hours.  Not everyone with 
meningitis will have the same symptoms. 
Children (over 1 year old) and adults with meningitis may have a severe headache, 
high temperature, vomiting, sensitivity to bright lights, neck stiffness or joint pains, 
and drowsiness or confusion.  In both children and adults, there may be a rash of tiny, 
red-purple spots.  These can occur anywhere on the body. 
The diagnosis of bacterial meningitis is based on a combination of symptoms and 
laboratory results. 

• How serious is bacterial meningitis? 

If it is diagnosed early and treated promptly, the majority of people make a complete 
recovery.  In some cases it can be fatal or a person may be left with a permanent 
disability. 

 - 4 -



 

• How is bacterial meningitis spread? 

Fortunately, none of the bacteria that cause meningitis are as contagious as diseases 
like the common cold or the flu, and they are not spread by casual contact or by 
simply breathing the air where a person with meningitis has been.  The germs live 
naturally in the back of our noses and throats, but they do not live for long outside the 
body.  They are spread when people exchange saliva (such as by kissing, sharing 
drinking containers, utensils, or cigarettes). 
The germ does not cause meningitis in most people.  Instead, most people become 
carriers of the germ for days, weeks, or even months.  The bacteria rarely overcome 
the body’s immune system and cause meningitis or another serious illness. 

• How can bacterial meningitis be prevented? 

Do not share food, drinks, utensils, toothbrushes, or cigarettes.  Limit the number of 
persons you kiss. 
While there are vaccines for some other strains of bacterial meningitis, they are used 
only in special circumstances.  These include when there is a disease outbreak in a 
community or for people traveling to a country where there is a high risk of getting 
the disease.  Also, a vaccine is recommended by some groups for college students, 
particularly freshmen living in dorms or residence halls.  The vaccine is safe and 
effective (85–90 percent).  It can cause mild side effects, such as redness and pain at 
the injection site lasting up to two days.  Immunity develops within seven to ten days 
after the vaccine is given and lasts for up to five years. 

• What should you do if you think you or a friend might have bacterial meningitis? 

You should seek prompt medical attention. 
• Where can you get more information? 

Your school nurse, family doctor, and the staff at your local or regional health 
department office are excellent sources for information on all communicable diseases.  
You may also call your local health department or Regional Department of State 
Health Services office to ask about a meningococcal vaccine.  Additional information 
may also be found at the Web sites for the Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention, http://www.cdc.gov, and the Department of State Health Services, 
http://www.dshs.state.tx.us/. 
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