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2:160 Board Attorney

The Board of Education retain legal services with one or more attorneys or law firms to be the Board
Attorney(s). The Board Attorney represents the School Board in its capacity as the governing body for
the School District. The Board Attorney serves on a retainer or other fee arrangement as determined
in advance. The Board Attorney will provide services as described in the agreement for legal services
or as memorialized by an engagement letter. The District will only pay for legal services that are
provided in accordance with the agreement for legal services, as memorialized by an engagement

letter, or that are otherwise authorized by this policy or a majority of the Board PRESSPlus1

1. Serve as counselor to the Board and attend Board meetings when requested by the
Superintendent or Board President;

2. Represent the District in any matter as requested by the Board;

3. Provide written opinions on legal questions as requested by the Superintendent or Board
President;

4. Approve, prepare, or supervise the preparation of legal documents and instruments and perform
such other legal duties as the Board may request; and

5. Be available for telephone consultation.
The District will only pay for legal services that are provided in accordance with the agreement for

legal services or are otherwise authorized by this policy or a majority of the Board.

The Superintendent, his or her designee, and Board President, are each authorized to confer with
and/or seek the legal advice of the Board Attorney. The Board may authorize a specific member to
confer with legal counsel on its behalf.

The Superintendent may authorize the Board Attorney to represent the District in any legal matter until
the Board has an opportunity to consider the matter.

The Board retains the right to consult with or employ other attorneys and to terminate the service of any
attorney.

LEGAL REF.:

Rule 1.7 (Conflict of Interest: Current Clients) and Rule 1.13 (Organization as Client) of the lll. Rules of
Professional Conduct adopted by the lll. Supreme Court.

CROSS REF.: 4:60 (Purchases and Contracts)

Adopted: June 10, 2020

PRESSPIlus Comments

PRESSPIus 1. This policy is suggested to be reviewed by the Board. According to policy 2:240,
Board Policy Development, "[t]he Board will periodically review its policies for relevancy, monitor its
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policies for effectiveness, and consider whether any modifications are required." IASB suggests that
each policy in the Board's policy manual be reviewed at a minimum of every five years. As part of the
review, the Board may choose to:

e Compare the adopted version to the current PRESS sample (available at PRESS Online by
logging in at www.iasb.com), discussing any differences and/or options noted in the footnotes to
determine whether local changes are necessary

e Update the policy language due to changes in local conditions

¢ Make no changes, but update the adoption date to reflect that the policy has been reviewed and
re-adopted

Issue 115, June 2024
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